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Dear  Sir, 

SOME  time  ago  I  gave  you  the 
trouble  of  looking  over  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fheets  in  manufcript,  with 
which  you  faid  you  Was  much  plea- 
fed. 

The  approbation  of  fo  good  a 
judge  has  emboldned  me  to  print 
them,  and  I  do  not  know  a  more 
proper  perfort  to  whom  to  add  refs 
them. 

The  rank  you  have  long  and  de- 
fervedly  borne  in  the  profeffion,  and 
the  character  you  have  always  main¬ 
tained  in  it  as  an  honeft  man,  as  a 
judicious  and  fair  practitioner,  give 
you  a  juft  claim  to  the  regard  of  all 
its  members. 

By 


A  2 


DEDICATION. 


iv 

By  this  addrefs  I  mean  to  exprefs 
my  fenfe  of  your  merit,  and  my 
eftimation  of  your  friendfhip ;  but 
left  what  I  intend  as  a  civility  fhould 
become  offenfive,  I  will  not  add 
any  thing  which,  tho’  ftridtly  true, 
might  have  the  appearance  of  ftat- 
tery,  nor  make  a  needlefs  recital  of 
thofe  good  (Qualities  which  you  arc 
lo  well  known  to  poftefs. 

I  heartily  wifti  you  continuance 
of  health,  and  am, 


Dear  Sir, 


Your  mojl  obedient  Servant ,> 


Wat!  ing- Street 
a  Feb.  1762. 


Percivall  Pott. 


PREFACE 


To  the  Second  Edition. 


E  following  traEly  as  the  title 
exprejfes,  is  defigned  as  a  fupple- 
ment  to  one publifhed  a  few  years  agOy 
one  of  the  objeElions  to  which  wasy  that 
it  was  defective  in  matter ,  and  ought 
to  have  comprehended  the  falfe  hernice ; 
they  being  as  real  difeafesy  and  re¬ 
quiring  Chirurgical  affifiance  as  much 
as  the  true. 

This  deficiency  I  have  now  endea¬ 
voured  to  fupply  in  the  befl  manner  I 
am  able. 

When  I  began  to  put  thefe  papers 
in  order ,  I  did  not  think  they  would 
have  run  to  fuch  a  length  ;  and  when 
they  were  finifhedy  I  did  not  know  how 
to  fhorten  them  without  rendering  them 
lefs  explicit . 

I 


{  Vi  j 

I  am  perfectly  fenfble  that  Jome 
parts  of  them  'will  appear  prolix  and 
diffufe ,  and  that  fuch  manner  of  wri¬ 
ting  is  in  general  very  jufily  objeElea 
to  ;  but  yet  cannot  help  thinking  that 
fometimes  it  may  be  excufable,  or  e- 
■ven  necejfary. 

When  application  is  made  to  the 
judgment  merely ,  and  information  is 
intended  to  be  conveyed  to  many  people 
of  different  capacities ,  it  may  become 
necejfary  to  fet  the  fame  objedt  in  fe¬ 
ver  al  different  lights ;  and  to  repeat 
the  fame  thoughts  many  times  in  diffe¬ 
rent  words  :  to  thoje  who  have  not  been 
much  converj ant  with  the  thing  treated 

of  a  fludied  brevity  would  become  a 
perplexing  ohfcurity  ;  however  fat  is - 
fed  fuch  readers  might  be  with  the 
file  of  the  writer,  they  would  not  be 
made  fujfciently  acquainted  with  tht 
fubjeEl  ;  they  might  be  pleafed ,  hue 
they  woidd  not  be  informed. 

H:  1  ’  ■  '  '  '  ";■  1 


(  vii  ) 

I  Jhould  indeed  be  very  forry  to  have 
fonveyed  my  meaning  in  Juch  manner 
as  to  difgujl  the  judicious  ;  but  as  my 
principal  intention  was  to  inJlruEl  the 
unknowing y  my  chief  aim  has  been  per- 
fpicuity.  If  the  learned \  and  critical 
are  not  difpleafed \  I  fhall  be  glad ;  if 
the  ignorant  gain  any  knowledge ,  I 
fhall  be  much  more  fo .  The  chara&er 
of  an  elegant  writer  I  make  no  pre- 
tenfion  to  ;  that  of  a  fkilful  furgeon , 
and  of  a  man  who  has  done  fome  good 
in  the  way  of  his  prof ef  ton >  I  fhould 
be  extremely  glad  to  deferve. 


With  regard  to  this  feco?id  edition^ 
all  I  have  to  fay ,  is,  that  it  has  cofi 
me  fome  time ,  and  trouble  ;  that  it 
contains  many  additions  to  the  for¬ 
mer  ;  and \  that  I  hope  the  reader  will 
fnd  ity  not  only  a  more  corre£ly  but 
a  more  infru&ive  book . 
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T  R  E  A  T  I  S  E 

•  .  /  J 

ON  THE 

HYDROCELEj  &ct 

SECTION  t 

*  . 1 

TH  E  various  difeafes  compre¬ 
hended  under  the  general  term 
H  e  r  n  i  a,  have,  by  furgedns, 
been  divided  into  two  claffes ;  one  of  which 
they  have  diftinguilhed  by  the  epithet  true , 
the  other  they  have  called  falfe ,  or  fpu- 
rious. 

Under  the  firft,  they  have  ranged  all 
thofe  tumors,  which  are  produced,  either 
by  the  defcent ,  or  protrujioriy  of  fome  of 
thofe  parts,  which  fhould  naturally  be  con¬ 
tained  within  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  $ 
>  B  but 
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but  which,  by  being  difplaced  from  their 
proper  fituation,  form  fwellings  in  the  na¬ 
vel,  groin,  belly,  fcrotum*  and  thigh. 

By  the  fecond,  they  mean  all  fuch  difeafes 
©f  the  tefticles,  their  coats,  and  veflels,  as- 
proceed  from,  or  are  accompanied  by,  the 
induration,  inlargement;  or  other  morbid 
aftcftion  of  fuch  parts ;  or  occafion  the 
lodgement,  or  accumulation,  of  extrava- 
fated  fluid  within  them. 

So  that  what  are  generally  called  true' 
Me  mice,  are  tumors  occ  aliened  by  the  re¬ 
moval  of  certain  parts,  from  their  proper 
and  natural  fituation ;  fuch  parts  ftill  re¬ 
maining,  in  general,  found,,  and  free  from 
difeafe  :  while  thofe  termed  falfe,  are  ori¬ 
ginal  diforders  of  the  parts  themfelves,  in 
which  they  are  feated  :  a  diftlndtion,  which 
is  invariably  true,  and  very  necefiary  to  be 
attended  to,  by  all  who  would  underhand 
the  real  nature  of  each.  A  part  of  the  intefli- 
nal  canal,  or  of  the  omentum  the  ftomach 
uterus  ;,or  bladder ;  are  what  moft  frequently 
make  the  contents  of  the  former  :  a  varicous 
diftenfion  of  the  fpermatic  veflels ;  extra«va~ 
fated  blood,  or  water,  within  the  mem¬ 
branes,  either  of  the  teflicle,  or  of  the  fper¬ 
matic  veflels  i  an  inflammatory  inlarge- 

ment, 
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0  ment,  and  a  fcirrhous  or  cancerous  flate  of 
the  teftis  itfelf,  conftitutes  the  latter. 

The  true  hsrnice  receive  their  diflin- 

1 

guiftiing  appellations,  either  from  the  par¬ 
ticular  part  of  the  body  in  which  the  fwel- 
ling  makes  its  appearance  ;  or  from  what  is 
contained  within  fuch  tumor :  and  are, 
therefore,-  called  inguinal,  fcrotal ,  umbilical, 
and  ventral ;  or  inteftinal  and  omental  rup¬ 
tures.  The  fpurious  derive  their  names, 
either  from  their  fuppofed  contents,  as  the 
‘pneumatocele,  hcematocele,  and  hydrocele ; 
or  from  the  alteration  made  by  the  difeafe 
in  the  natural  firudture  of  the  parts  con¬ 
cerned,  as  the  varicocele,  cirfocele,  and 
farcocele :  to  which  fome  have  added  that 
inflammatory  defluxion  on  the  tefticle, 
commonly  called  hernia  humor  alls. 

The  pneumatocele  is  a  mi  flake ;  there  is 
no  tumor  of  this  kind,  and  in  this  fitua- 
tion,  in  a  living  animal :  it  is,  indeed,  par¬ 
ticularly  defcribed  by  many  writers,  both 
ancient  and  modern ;  and  faid  to  be  a  dis¬ 
order  to  which  infants  are  particularly  lia¬ 
ble  :  but  the  complaint  fo  defcribed,  and ' 
which  nurfes  and  ignorant  people  do  ftill 
call  a  wind-rupture,  is  not  what  they  take 
it  for  ;  neither  is  it  produced  by  wind  :  it 

B  a  is. 
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is,  either  a  true  intejlina l  hernia ,  or  a  fpe>« 
cies  of  hydrocele  ;  which  will  be  taken  no¬ 
tice  of  hereafter.  The  farcocele  (which 
is  an  inlargemenfc,.  and  diflenfion  of  the 
blood-veffels  of  the  fcrotum)  is  very  feldom 
an  original  difeafe,  independant  of  any 
other ;  and  when  it  is*  is  hardly  an  objedt 
of  furgery* 

The  cirfocele ,  or  variecus  ftate  of  the 
fpermatic  vein,  though  it  be  really  a  dif¬ 
eafe,  and  fometimes  very  troublefome  to 
thofe  who  are  affiidted  with  it,  yet  is  fel¬ 
dom  capable  of  much  relief,  beyond  that 
©fa  fufpenfory  bandage* 

‘  -I  '  . 

-  '  \  '  ...  ,*•' 

SECT.  IL 

Of  the  Hydrocene  in  general* 

/"  |  H  E  term  hydrocele ,  if  ufed  in  a  Iite- 
JL  ral  fenfe,  means  any  tumor  produced 
fay  water  y  but  furgeons  have  always  con¬ 
fined  it  to  thofe  which  poflefs,  either  the 
membranes  of  the  fcrotum,  or  the  coats  of 
the  tefiicle,  and  its  veffels* 

The  firft  of  thefe,  viz,  that  which  has  its 

1  ■  i  i 

feat  in  the  membranes  of  the  fcrotum,  is 


common 
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common  to  the  whole  bag ;  and  to  all  the 
cellular  fubrtance,  which  loofely  envelopes 
both  the  tertes..  It  is,  rtri&ly  fpeaking, 
only  a  fymptom  of  a  difeafe  ^  in  which  the 
whole  habit  is,  moil  frequently,  more  or 
lels  concerned,  and  very  feldom  affects  this 
part  only*.  The  latter,  or  thofe  which 
occupy  the  coats  immediately  inverting  the 
tertide.,  and  its  veiiels,  are  abfoluteiy  local ; 
very  feldom  affect  the  common  membrane 
of  the  fcrotum ;  generally  attack  one  fide 
only;  and  are  frequently  found  in  perfons, 
who  are  perfectly  free  from  all  other  com¬ 
plaints. 

Notwithrtanding  the  obvious  and  mate¬ 
rial  difference  between  the  two  kinds  of 
difeafe,  they  have  by  the  majority  of  wri¬ 
ters  been  confounded  together  ;  have  been 
confidered  as  ip  ring  mg  from  the  fame 
immediate  fource,  and  as  requiring  the 
fame  kind  of  treatment  3  although  the  one 
is  plainly  and  evidently,  a  mere  fymptom 
or  attendant  on  a  peneral  diforder ;  and  the 

o 

others  are  ftritftly  and  abfoluteiy  local  com¬ 
plaints.  This  one  fundamental  error,  has 

B  3  been 

*  I  have  feen  a  true  anafarcous,  watry  diltenfion  of 
the  cells  of  the  dartos,  confined  to  one  iide  of  the  i'cro- 
tu-m  only. 
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been  the  cccafion  of  many  others.  The 
fuppofition,  that  all  collections  found  in  the 
membranes,  and  coats,  of  the  fcrotum  and 
tefticles,  are  of  the  fame  general  kind,  has 
produced  an  infinite  variety  of  wild  con¬ 
jectures,  concerning  the  particular  and  im¬ 
mediate  nature,  and  origin  of  them.  By 
feme  they  have  been  attributed  to  a  parti¬ 
cular  indifpofition  of  the  liver,  kidneys,  or 
fpleen  by  others,  to  a  natural  and  necef- 
fary  connection  between  the  fpermatic  vef- 
fels  and  thofeof  the  kidney.  By  many  the 
fluid  has  been  thought  to  be  of  the  urinary 
kind ;  or  at  lead:  that  it  ought  to  have  paf- 
fed  through  the  kidney  but  that,  miita- 
king  its  right  way,  it  gets  into  the  mem- 

branes  of  the  fcrotum  and  tefticles^.  While 

others 

*  44  Supervenit  quandoque  ex  caufa  aliqua  externa  et 
44  manifefta,  ut  idiu,  cafu,  &c.  Crebro  vero,  ex  latent 
44  te,et  non  manifefta.  Quae  ab  externa  caufa  acceffit, 
£c  autdextrum,  autiiniflrumrenemindifferenter  affiigit ; 
44  a  latente  vero,  et  non  manifefta  caufa  originem  du- 
£<  cens,  nunquam  alium  q'uam  finiftrum.”  Schenkius, 
Cbf. 

44  Rene,  hccmaloaffeCto,  nec  officio  fuo  probe fun- 
€c  gente,  urinae  pars  quam  emulgens  haec  ad  fe  pertra- 
xit,  cum  adveficam  per  male  affectum  renemnonpo- 
<4  teft  defeendere,  per  feminalem  in  erythroideam  dela- 
5*  ffijtyrj  bop  rnodo  hydrocelem  jngenerans,44 

“  Bine 
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ethers  have  affirmed,  that  all  complaints  of 
this  kind,  are  really  fymptomsof  adropfi- 
cal  habit ;  that  the  fluid  comes  from  the 
cavity  of  the  belly  and  either  pafles  thro, 
the  peritoneum,  or  extends  that  membrane 
down  into  the  fcrotum*.  Many  cautions 
have  been  laid  down  againft  attempting  the 
cure  of  one  fpecies  of  this  difeafe  haftily, 
or  without  a  previous  courfe  of  medicine, 
upon  a  fuppofition  that  the  defluxion  is  of 
a  noxious  nature;  and  that  by  falling  on  this 

B  4  part, 

44  Hincapparetet  abundemanifeftumeR,  quamebrem 
44  hydroceiehaud  ab  externa,  . fed  a  latente  originem  du- 
44  cens,  nonnifiinfiniftrammembranam  incidat  ;  et  hu- 
44  justeftem  afHigat.”  Schenkius. 

44  Hernia  aquofa,  fi  a  caufa  interna  et  latente  origi- 
44  nem  ducit,  ut  plurimum  finiftram  partem  fcroti  occu- 
44  pat;  ferofufque  ille  humor,-  in  metnbrana  tefcem  in- 
44  volvente,  erythroiden  di£ta,  colligitur:  idquefit  prse* 
46  cipue,  rene  fin iltro  male  affeclo ;  quapropter  ferofos 
44  humores  non  attrahens,  et  ad  velicam  non  mittens, 
44  per  venam  feminariam,  quae  in  iflo  latere,  ex  emul- 
44  gente procedit, in  membranam erythroiden  delabitur*’* 
<jul.  Fab.  Hildanus.  , 

44  Ne  ferofus  humor  qui  a  rene  attrahi  non  poteit  in 
44  abdomine  retineatur.”  Hildanus. 

44  Siherniafiatexhumoribus  venientibusa renibus  ad 
44  tefliculum,  cognofcitur  tadlu.”  Lanfranc. 

*46  Colligitur  liquor  in  hypoehondriis,  qui  facile  de~ 
44  fcendit.”  Fab  ab.  Aquapend. 

44  Aliquando  defcendit  aqua  illuc  fieut  defcendit  ia 
f*  hydropicis*”  Lanfranc, 
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part,  It  frees  the  conftitution  from  feveral 
other  diftempers*.  It  has  been  defcribed, 
as  frequently  producing  a  corrupted,  or 
other  wife  difeafed  tefticle-ff ;  as  being  nearly 
allied  in  nature  to.  thofe  tumors  which  are 
called  encyfted,  whqfe  tunics  are  formed 
out  of  the  common  membrane  by  mere 
preffure  $  and  as  being  generally  accompa¬ 
nied  with  a  true  hernia,  or  defcent  of  the 
intefline,  or  omentum  ;  which  laft  (fup- 
pofed)  circumftance  has  been  gravely  urged 

as 

f  44  Saspe  ego  yidi  multos  per  hernias  liberatos  effea 
44  gravibus  affedtibus  ;  ab  empyemate,  hydrope  pulmo~ 
fc  nis,  &c.  unde  fi  penitus  fanetur,  poterit  multos  mor- 
44  bos  poftea  inferre.”  Fallopius. 

f  44  Teftis  autem  fubftantia,  ab  aprimonia  humoris, 
44  fucceftu  temporis  cprrurppitur.”  Schenkius. 

44  Sciendum  eft,  quod  in  hernia  ilia,  in  qua  contine- 
44  tur  aqua  in  vagina  teftis,  etquae  aliquantifper  fit  di- 
44  uturna,  corruptus  eft  teftis  ”  Fallopius. 

44  Ubi  paulo  diutius  humor  ifte  intus  reljnquitur  me- 
44  tuendum  eft  netefticulus  fenfim  cum  eodem  corrum- 
44  patur,  vel  occalefcat,  atque  ita  fcjrrhum,  vel  farco- 
44  celen,  vel  cancrum  tandem  fentiat.”  Heifter.  ir< 

44  Nefcilicet  colledhim  in  fprotp  ferum  per  acredinem 
44  paulatim  contradlam  partes  internas,  et  cum  primis 
f4  tefticulurp?  cofrumpat ;  et  r.oxam  magis  periculofam 
44  efficiet.”  Heifter. 

44  Notandum  vero  aqujim  in  fproto  non  efie  diu  re- 
?4  linquendam  ne  a  mora  teftis  corrumpatur;  vel  un& 
f4  cum  aqua  adveniat  hernia  carnofa  et  caro  concreH 
Fab.  ab  Aquapendente, 
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a s  a  reafon  for  not  attempting  a  radical 
cure*.  The  fame  wanton  liberty  has  been 
taken,  in  affigning  different  feats  to  thefe 
diforders  ;  as  in  accounting  for  their  origin  : 
every  part  which  inverts,  or  accompanies, 
the  fpermatic  veffels,  or  the  tefticles  ;  not 
only  the  tunica  communis  of  the  procefs, 
and  the  cavity  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  (the 
true  and  real  feats  of  one  or  other  of  thefe 
diforders)  have  been  enumerated,  but  fe- 
yeral  imaginary  ones  have  been  added ; 

firm, 

*  The  opinion  of  the  late  Mr.  Chefelden  on  this  fub- 
jecft,  is  fo  lingular,  and  fo  little  confonant  to  truth,  or 
nature,  that  I  fliall  take  the  liberty  to  repeat  his  words, 
left  his  great  character  ftiould  miflead  the  unwary.  In 
the  laft  edition  of  his  anatomy,  p.  264,  he  fays,  cc  The 
£c  true  hernia  aquofa  is  from  the  abdomen,  which  either 
<(  extends  the  peritoneum  into  the  fcroturn,  or  breaks  it; 
“  and  then  forms  a  new  membrahe  which  thickens  as  it 
“  extends,  as  in  aneurifms  and  theatheromatous tumors : 
iC  the  dropfy  in  the  cyft  (for  fuch  it  properly  is)  rarely 
fc  admits  of  more  than  a  palliative  cure  by  pundlure,  or 
<c  tapping,  like  the  dropfy  of  the  abdomen;  and  this 
4<  with  fome  difficulty,  becaufe  theomentum  generally, 
<c  and  fometimes  the  gut,  defcends  with  it.<c  Which  is 
fo  far  from  being  the  cafe,  that  unlefs  in  the  particu¬ 
lar,  and  very  fingular  inftance  of  a  combination  of  an 
hydrocele  with  a  congenial  hernia,  it  nevercan  happen  ; 
the  bags  or  facs  of  an  hydrocele,  and  of  a  hernia,  be¬ 
ing  in  all  other  inftances  totally  different;  and  the  for¬ 
mer  never  having  any  communication  with  the  belly. 
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firm,  compaCt  membranes  have  been  fpKt 
into  lamellae  ;  and  cyfts  and  coats  have  been 
devifed,  which  never  had  a  real  exigence. 

If  all  this  was  matter  of  mere  (pecula¬ 
tion,,  and  produced  no  mifehief  in  practice,, 
it  would  be  o.t  no  importance  j  but  in.  mat¬ 
ters  of  phyiic  and  furgery,  this  feldom  or 
never  happens  :  erroneous  ideas  of  the  na¬ 
ture,  origin,  and  feats  of  difeafes,  moil 
commonly  are  followed  by  improper  me¬ 
thods  of  treating  them.  In  the  prefen t 
cafe,  the  abfu-rdity  of  the  conjectures,  con¬ 
cerning  thefe  circumftances  in  the  diforder, 
is  fully  equalled  by  the  methods  of  cure* 
which  have  been  propofed  and  prattifed. 

Upon  a  fuppofltion,  that  the  exravafa- 
tion  of  fluid  was  the  confequence  of  a  drop- 
fical  habit,  ftrong  purges  and  powerfully 
diuretic  medicines  have  been  prefcribed  9 
aftual  cauteries  have  been  ufed  ;  and  liga¬ 
tures  and incilions  made  both  on  the  fperma- 
tic  veflels,  and  in  the  groin,  to  hinder  the 
defcent  of  the  water  from  the  cavity  of  the 
belly^;  aftringent  liquors  and  ardent  fpirits 

have 

*  ££  Et  cum  totam  evacuaveris  aquarn,  cauterizalo- 
cc  cum  quem  aperuifli  ;  et  fac  duo  cauteria  pundtualia 
f'*  m  inguina,  ex  utraque  parte  unum,  fupra  didymum.; 

quoi 
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have  been  inje&ed,  with  a  view  to  doling, 
or  foldering  broken  lymphatics ;  tedious 
and  painful  operations  have  been  pradifed, 
for  the  eradication  of  imaginary  cyfts ;  di¬ 
rections  have  been  given  to  evacuate  the 
water  at  different  times,  left  the  patient’s 
ftrength  fhould  fail,  or  his  health  fulfer, 
by  its  being  done  too  fuddenly ;  and  the 
tefticles  being  fuppofed  to  be  frequently 
fpoiled,  by  long  laying  in  the  water,  ca Ora¬ 
tion 

\  .  .. 

quod  fi  non  cauterizes,  aqua  iterum  red  it,  Sed  caute- 
“  ria  redire  materiam  iterum  non  permittunt.”  Lanfranc- 
ci  Et  iterum  reditnifi  cauterizeturpoftperforationem* 
<e  Brunus.  In  apertione  dupiex  eft  intentio,  fcilicet' 
aperireet  probiberene  rurfus  aqua  defcendat.”  Fab- 
ab  Aquapend, 

Ci  Avicennasutiturferramentiscandentibusin  regione 
ct  inguinis  ut  corrugatur  pars,  ne  aqua  pofFet  defcen« 
*c  dere.”  Fab.  ab.  Aquapend. 

Sin  autem  in  rene  vitium  non  fuerit,  et  defluxum 
<e  plane  impedire  volueris,  incifionem,  fuperiore  parte 
<e  fcroti  prope  inguina,  fieri  expedit  ;  quandoquidem 
duplex  chirurgo  eft  fcopus  ;  prior  evacuare  ferofuiti 
cc  humorem,  pofterior  prohibere  nec  de  novo  aqua  in 
fcrotum  defluat.” 

cc  Et  quia  tota  aqua  in  tunica  ilia,  (nempe  vaginali) 
<c  continebatur,  ita  ut  tefticulus  ei  innataret,  ne  in  po>- 
£C  fterum  denuo  defcenderet  aqua,  acu  incurvato  ac  filo 
<e  reduplicato  univerfam  hanctunicam  (praster  vafa  fe- 
minalia)  apprehendi  et  mediocriter  conftrinxi,  atque 
*c  few.”  Fab.  Hildanu* 
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tion  has  often  been  performed  in  the  Am¬ 
ple  hydrocele. 

Dr.,  Monro  (the  father) who  is  profeffor 
of  anatomy  at  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Sharp,  late  furgeon  to  Guy's  Hofpital,  are 
aimoft  the  only  writers,  who  have  fen  Ably 
and  rationally  explained  the  true  nature  and 
theory  of  nefe  difeafes  :  to  them  the  pro- 
feffion  is  greatly  obliged,  for  having  thrown 
much  light  on  the  fubjeft ;  and  for  having 
turn i hi ed  their  readers  with  more  juft  ideas 
than  any  other  writers. 

•  -  ‘  vv  .  ■  '  r  •  en  f  " 

SEC  T.  III. 

” 

^  |  ^  H  E  fpermatic  veiTels,  like  mod  of 
S  the  contents  o£;  the  abdomen,  lye 
be  rind  the  peritoneum  ;  enveloped  in  the 
common  tela  cellulofa,  or  what  ufed  to  be 
called  the  cellular  appendix  of  the  perito¬ 
neum.  The  arteries,  which  are  two,  arife 

from  the  trunk  of  the  aorta,  in  the  mid- 

* 

wa  between  the  emul^ent,  and  lower 
mesentery.  At  their  origin  they  are  very 
fmall,  and,  contrary  to  all  the  other  arteries 
of  i  e  body,  they  ieem  rather  to  increafe 
in  diameter  as  they  defcend.  In  their 

paf- 
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paffage  downward,  they  impart  feveral 
branches  to  the  cellular  membrane  which 
inverts  them  ;  and  before  they  arrive  at  the 
tefticles,  they  are  divided  into  four  or  five 
principal  ones ;  one  of  thefe  goes  to  the 
epididymis,  the  others  to  the  teftis :  the 
latter  having  parted  the  tunica  albuginea, 
and  being  convoluted  in  a  moft  wonderful 
manner,  compofe  the  greateft  part  of  the 
body  of  that  gland.  From  thefe  convolu¬ 
tions  of  the  fpermatic  artery,  the  iemen  is 
fecreted  :  which  fluid  is,  after  Inch  fecre- 
tion,  immediately  received  by  thofe  parti¬ 
cular  veffels,  which  late  anatomirts  have 
agreed  to  call  the  yafa  efferentia.  Thefe 
vary  in  their  number,  in  different  fubjefts, 
being  from  ten  to  fifteen,  more  or  lefs. 
When  collected  together,  they  form  the 
globus  major,  or  larger  extremity  of  that 
body,  which,  from  its  fituation,  is  called 
epididymis.  After  this,  they  unite  into  one 
fingle  tube,  which  being  convoluted  and 
contorted,  in  the  moft  miraculous  manner, 
conftitutes  the  rert  of  that  fame  body.  So 
that  the  whole  of  the  epididymis,  except 
that  immediate  point  which  is  formed  by 
the  concurrence  of  the  vafa  efferentia,  does 
really  confirt  of  one  fingle  tube,  whole  dia¬ 
meter 
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'  * 

meter  is  laid,  in  no  part,  to  exeeeed  the 
eightieth  of  an  inch,  but  which  is  con¬ 
torted  fonie  thoufands  of  times ;  and  if  un¬ 
ravelled,  and  drawn  out,  is  fome  yards  in 
length.  From  the  leffer  extremity  of  the 
epidydimis  proceeds  the  vas  deferens,  or 
that  tube  through  whieh  the  femen  is  con- 

* 

veyed  from  the  teftis  toward  the  penis  ;  or, 
in  other  words,  when  this  wonderful  tube 
eeafes  to  be  convoluted,  and  puts  on  the 
appearance  of  one  fingle,  fmooth,  veffel, 
it  is  then  called  vas  deferens.  This  arifes 
from  the  leffer  end  of  the  epididymis,  en¬ 
veloped  in  the  fame  common  tela  cellulofa, 
in  which  the  fpermatic  artery  and  vein  are 
inverted ;  and  when  it  has  got  juft  above  the 
edge  of  the  os  pubis,  it  feparates  from  the 
faid  veffels,  and  parting  down  behind  the  pe¬ 
ritoneum,  proceeds  to  the  inferior  part  of 
the  neck  of  the  bladder  j  where  it  depolits 
the  femen,  in  the  receptacles  appointed  for 
that  purpofe,  called  the  veficulse  femina- 
les. 

The  blood,  after  the  feminal  fecretion  is 
performed,  returns  back  into  the  general 
mafs,  by  the  fpermatic  vein ;  which,  on 
the  right  iide  empties  itfelf  into  the  vena 
cava,  and  on  the  left  into  the  emulgent. 

While 
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While  the  fpermatic  veffels  are  within, 
the  cavity  of  the  belly,  the  cellular  mem¬ 
brane,  in  which  they  are  enveloped,  is 
much  more  lax  and  tender,  and  is  indued 
with  larger  cells,  than  it  is  on  the  outfide 
of  the  fame  cavity.  As  they  go  under  the 
tranfverfalis,  and  obliquus  internus  mufcle, 
and  through  the  obliquus  externus,  they 
receive  a  confiderable  addition  of  cellular 
membrane  from  the  adjacent  parts  ;  and* 
when  they  have  paffed  through  the  ten¬ 
dinous  aperture  of  the  laft-named  mufele, 
they,  together  with  their  cellular  tunic, 

*  are  covered  by,  and  enveloped  in,  that 

ex- 

*  The  pafiage  of  the  fpermatic  vefCdsunder  twoofthe 
mufcles,  and  through  the  third,  is  a  circumftanceof  much  . 
importance,  and  what  every  practitioner  ought  to  be 
well  acquainted  with. 

The  common  doCtrine  is,  that  in  each  of  the  oblique 
mufcles  and  in  the  tranfverfalis  is  a  tendinous  aperture, 
for  the  tranftt  of  the  fpermatic  chord  5  and  thefe  fuppofed 
openings  are  called  the  rings.  This  is  a  miftake,  which 
even  fome  very  modern  writers  in  anatomy  haye  fallen 
into  :  and  left  theirword  fhould  notconvey  an  ideafufH- 
cientiy  erroneous,  fome  of  them  have  given  us  drawings 
©f  all  thefe  openings  in  regular  gradations,  above  and  be¬ 
hind  each  other.  Nothing  can  be  more  falfe  than  fuch 
reprefentation:  the  fpermatic  veftels  do  never  pafs  through 9 
but  always  under  the  tranfverfalis  and  obliquus  internus, 
at  fuel)  diftance  as  never  tg  be  affeCled  by  their  adion  ,orto 

'  fuffer 
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expanfion  of  mufcular  fibres,  called  fhd 
cremafter. 

The  membrane  furrounding  all  that  part 
of  the  fpermatic  veflels,  which  is  on  the 
outfide  of  the  abdomen,  is  called  the  tu¬ 
nica  communis,  or  tunica  vaginalis  of  the 
chord ;  and  is  (as  has  already  been  faid) 
merely  cellular ;  totally  void  of  all  other 
cavity  than  its  cells ;  firmly  adherent  to 
the  furface  of  the  faid  veflels,  in  every 
part  ;  and  plentifully  furnifhed  with  lym¬ 
phatics. 

It  is  of  very  great  importance  to  have  a 
juft  idea  of  the  ftrudture  of  this  part  of  the 
tuniculus  fpermaticus  ;  the  old  term,  tu¬ 
nica  vaginalis,  conveyed  a  very  falfe  one  : 
it  implied,  that  the  veflels  were  contained 
within  it,  as  in  a  fheath  ;  and  that,  if  the 
faid  veflels  were  not  there,  this  coat  would 

form 

•  .  ■  i 

fufFer  any  flri&ure  or  ftrangulation  from  them.  On  the 
contrary,  the  fpermatic  chord  always  pafles  through  an 
opening  made  for  that  purpofe  in  the  tendon  of  the  obli«* 
quus  externus  j  the  a&ion  of  which  it  is  liable  to  be  af- 
fedted  by  ;  and  when  it  is  accompanied  by  a  portion  of 
intefline  (as  in  the  cafe  of  an  hernia)  it  is  this  tendinous 
apertuie,  which  produces  the  ftridture,  the  fymptoms, 
and  the  hazard.  A  circumftance  of  great  confequence 
for  every  man  to  know,  who  may  ever  be  called  upon 
to  operate  on  a  ilrangulated  hernia. 
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form  an  empty  bag,  confifting  of  one  cavity 
only  ;  than  which  nothing  can  be  more 
untrue*. 

This  is  one  great  fource,  from  whence 
many  of  the  errors,  which  have  been  com¬ 
mitted  in  the  defcription  of  fuch  difeafes, 
as  have  (or  are  fuppofed  to  have)  their  feat 
in  this  part,  have  fprung  :  and  therefore  I 

take  the  liberty  of  repeating,  that  this  tunic 

» 

has  no  one  particular  cavity  ;  but  is  a  mere 
cellular  membrane  throughout  its  wholeex- 
tent ;  and  that  it  terminates,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  juft  above  the  epididymis,  though  a 
continuation  of  it  may  be  traced  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis* 

The  coats  of  the  tefticle  are  two  only; 
viz.  the  tunica  vaginalis,  or  that  bag  which 
loofely  invefts  it,  without  any  adhelion  to 

C  it, 

*  Fven  lid.  de  la  Faye,  vvhofe  notes  on  Dionis  have 
rendered  the  works  of  the  latter  more  ufeful,  has  fallen 
into  the  common  miftake  with  regard  to  this  tunic,  by 
fuppofing  both  it  and  the  vaginalis  to  be  formed  out  of 
the  fame  membrane,  and  allotting  a  cavity  or  bag  to  the 
former.  “  II  faut  remarquer,  que  la  tunique  vaginale, 
et  la  gaine  du  cordon  fpermatique  font  une  continua- 
sc  tion  du  tifiiie  celluleux  du  peritoine,  qui  s’  allonge 
c‘  pour enveloperle  tefticule;  al’endroit,  ou cette conti- 
<c  nuation  s’elargit,la  nature  a  formi  une  cloifon  qui 
“  empeche  la  communication  qui  fe  trouveroit  entre  V 
“  interieur  de  la  gaine  du  cordon  fpermatique,  et  ce- 
44  lui  de  la  tunique  vaginale.”  De  laFaye. 


,  , 
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it*,  except  in  one  particular  part  ;  and  the 
tunica  albuginea,  or  that  membrane,, 
which  is  the  immediate  and  proper  cover¬ 
ing  of  its  vafcular  ftrudture.  A  true  and 
clear  idea  of  thefe  is  ahfolutely  neceftary 
to  the  right  underflan  ding  the.  difeafes  to 
which  this  gland  is  lubjedl.  In  order  to 
obtain  fuch  idea,  the  tefticles  raufl  be  ex¬ 
amined,  not  only  in  an  adult  flate,  but  in 
the  infantine,  and  in  that  before  birth  al- 
fo  :  each  of  thefe  ftates  having  its  peculia¬ 
rities  ;  and  all  tending  to  explain  the  true 
nature  of  fuch  maladies*  as  it  is  frequently 
fubjedt  to. 

The  tefticles  of  the  human  fpeeies  are 
always  formed  within  the  cavity  of  the 
belly*  and  remain  there  until,  or  very  near 
unto  the  time  of  birth.  While  they  are 
within  the  abdomen,  they  are  covered  by 
one  coat  only  ;  which  coat  firmly  adheres 
to  the  valcular  ftrudture.  of  them,  and  is* 
evidently  derived  from  the  peritoneum,  in> 
the  fame  manner  as  the  outer  coat  of  each  of 
the  vifcera  of  the  faid  cavity  is.  Their  fitua- 
tion,„  during  the  fir  ft  months,  is  higher 
than  in  the  latter;  and  as  the  foetus  in- 
creafes  in  fize,  they  flip  gradually  lower.. 
Within  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen*  oneack 

ft  de. 
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fide,  a  little  below  the  teftes,  is  a  fmall 
opening,  or  orifice,  which  leads  immedi¬ 
ately  into  a  fmall,  but  firm  membranous 
bag,  or  cyft,  whofe  upper  part,  or  neck, 
paffes  through  the  opening  in  the  tendons 
of  the  obliqui  extern!  mufcles ;  while 
its  lower  part,  or  facculus,  lies  on  the  out- 
fide  of  the  faid  mufcles  in  the  groin,  enve¬ 
loped  in  the  common  tela  cellulofa.  Thefe 
orifices  are  always  open  until  birth ;  and 
moil  frequently,  for  fome  while  after :  du- 
ing  all  which  fpace  of  time,  the  faid  fac- 
culi  have  free  and  open  communication 
with  the  cavity  of  the  belly. 

By  means  of  thefe  orifices,  the  tefticles 
pafs  from  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  thro* 
the  tendinous  apertures,  into  the  facculi  in 
the  groins.  But  the  time,  in  which  they 
make  this  tranfit,  is  by  no  means  certain. 
Sometimes  it  is  juft  before  birth  ;  fome- 

\  i  1  : '' 

times  juft  after  ;  fometimes  they  drop  im¬ 
mediately  into  the  fcrotum ;  and  fome¬ 
times  they  remain  a  confiderable  time  in 
the  groins :  and  it  now  and  then  happens, 
that  they  never  pafs  through  the  mufcle 
at  all,  but  remain  for  ever  within  the  belly, 
Thefe  are  a  kind  of  lufus  naturae ;  but  in 
the  ordinary  courfe,  they  foon  pafs  from 

C  2  the 
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the  groins  into  the  fcrotal  bags,  the  com¬ 
munication  between  the  laid  bags  and  the 
belly  continuing  open  fome  little  time 
longer. 

When  the  tefticle-s  are  got  fairly  down 
into  the  facculi,  if  the  laid  facculi  belaid 
©pen,  it  will  appear  that  the  teflicles  are 
loofely  enveloped  by  them,  in  foch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  to  be  perfectly  tree  from  ail  cohefion  ; 
except  in  one  part,  where  this  bag  and  the 
proper  coat  of  the  fcefticle  (the  albuginea) 
are  fo  firmly  united,  as  to  be  plainly  and 
demonfirably  a  continuation  of  one  and  the 
fame  membrane..  And  while  the  com¬ 
munication  with  the  belly  continues  free 
and  open,  if  the  facculi  be  divided  from 
the  bottom  upward,  it  will  as  evidently  ap¬ 
pear,  that  the  membrane  of  which  they 
are  compofed,  is  a  continuation,  or  procefs,, 
©f  that  part  of  the  peritoneum,  which  lines 
the  mufcles  of  the  abdomen. 

Some  time  after  birth,  the  necks  of  thefe 

* 

facculi  become  dole  and  impervious ;  ^nd 
from  that  time  all  communication  between; 
their  cavities  and  that  of  the  belly  ceafes.. 
The  time  when  this  happens  is  various* 
and  uncertain  I  have  feen  them  perfectly 
clofed  within  a  week,  and  open  at  the  end 
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of  two  months,  nor  do  they  both  neceiTa- 
rily  become  clofe,  at  the  fame  time  in  the 
fame  fubjeCt. 

It  fometimes  happens,  that  while  thefe 
pafifages  are  open,  a  piece  of  omentum  or 
inteftine  infmuates  itfelf  into  one  of  them, 
and  presenting  its  clofing,  produces  what 
Haller  calls  a  congenial  hernia:  a  difeafe, 
which  though  a  modern  difcovery,  has  al¬ 
ways  been  very  frequent.  It  alfo  forne- 
times  happens,  that  the  fpermatic  veifels 
.not  being  fufficiently  clofed,  one  of  the  te- 
Hides  refts  in  the  groin,  juft  without  the 
opening  in  the  abdominal  mufcle,  and  by 
not  becoming  pendulous  in  the  fcrotum, 
the  orifice  of  the  neck  of  the  facculus  is 
not  clofed  at  all ;  even  though  no  portion 
of  gut  or  caul  has  got  into  it/. 

When  thefe  orifices  have  been  once  per¬ 
fectly  clofed,  there  never  is  any  future 
communication  between  the  cavities  of  the 
facculi  and  that  of  the  belly  5  nor  can  any 
thing  folid  or  fluid  (however  fmall  in  flze  or 
quantity)  ever,  after  this  period,  pafs  from 
the  one  to  the  other.  The  upper  part,  or 
neck,  now  lofes  all  appearance  of  a  diftinCt 
canal ;  and  the  lower  part,  or  fac,  loofely 
invefts  the  tefticle,  and  its  epididymis, 

C  3  with- 
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without  any  adhefion,  except  in  the  hinder 
part.  The  infide  or  cavity  of  this  fac  is  con- 
ftantly  kept  mo  in,  by  the  exudation  of  a 
fine  fluid  $  which  fluid  is  as  conflantly  ab- 
forbed  :  fo  that  while  thefe  parts  enjoy  a 
found  healthy  Hate,  the  fluid  is  no  more 
in  quantity,  than  what  juft  ferves  to  lubri¬ 
cate,  and  keep  rnoift  the  lurfaces  of  both 
membranes,  and  thereby  prevent  any  un¬ 
natural  cohefion  of  them  with  each  o** 
ther. 

From  thefe  premifes,  the  following  in¬ 
ferences,  ferving  to  point  out,  and  explain, 
the  true  nature  and  feat  of  fome  of  thedif- 
eafes  in  queftion,  may,  I  think,  be  de¬ 
duced. 

i.  That  the  facculi,  or  bags,  found  in 
the  groins,  are  originally-formed  parts. 

,  2.  That  they  are  placed  there  for  the 
future  reception  of  the  tefticles  ;  and  that 
when  the  upper  part,  or  neck,  'of  one  of 
them  becomes  clofe  and  impervious,  the 
lower  part,  or  facculus,  conftitutes  and 
forms,  what  is  properly  called  the  tunica 
vaginalis  teftis  ;  which  is  therefore  a  true 
and  original  procefs  of  the  peritoneum. 

3.  That  of  all  the  parts  contained  within 
the  fcrotum,  thefe  facculi  are  the  only  ones 
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which  ever  naturally  communicate  with 
the  cavity  of  the  belly. 

4.  That,  after  a  certain  fpace  of  time, 
that  communication  ceafes. 

3.  That  whatever  fluid  may  be  fhed 
from  the  fpermatic  veifels,  or  collected,  or 
extravafated,  in  the  cells  of  the  tunica  com¬ 
munis,  or  in  thofe  of  the  dartos ;  yet  no 
part  of  fuch  fluid  can  be  derived  from,  or 
received  into  the  cavity  of  the  tunica  vagi- 
♦nalis  teftis. 

6.  That  a  total  failure  of  the  fec-re t ion 
of  that  fine  fluid,  which  fhould  moiflen 
the  infide  of  the  vaginal  tunic,  and  die  out- 
fide  of  the  albuginea,  muff  be  followed  by 
aa  unnatural  cohefion  of  thefe  membranes 
with  each  other  ;  and  either  a  partial  or 
total  abolition  of  the  cavity  of  the  former. 

7.  That  if  more  of  this  fluid  be  depo¬ 
sited,  than  the  abforbent  veflels  can  take 
up  ;  or  if  the  abforbent  veflels  do  not  exe¬ 
cute  their  office,  fuch  fluid  mull  be  accu¬ 
mulated  within  the  cavity  of  the  faid  tunic  ; 
from  which  their  being  no  natural  outlet, 
the  confequence  muft  be  a  gradual  diften- 
tion  and  inlargement  of  it. 

8.  That  the  natural  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  cavity  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  and 

C  4  the 
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the  belly,  not  being  lhut  until  fome  fpace 
of  time  after  birth,  it  may  become  clofe  at 
its  upper  part,  while  there  is  a  quantity  of 
fluid  in  the  lower,  too  large  for  the  abfor- 
bent  veflels  to  take  up  immediately  ;  and 
confequently,  that  fuch  infant  will,  until 
that  office  be  executed,  labour  under  a  true 
hydrocele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis  :  a 
cafe,  which  is  very  frequent,  though  ge¬ 
nerally  mifiaken  for  a  wind-rupture. 

And  9,  That  the  fluid  of  that  kind  of 
hydrocele,  which  is  formed  by  the  fac  of  a 
congenial  hernia,  mufl  be  lodged  within 
the  cavity  of  the  vaginal  coat :  while  all 
collections  of  ferum,  in  the  facs  of  all  other 
kinds  of  hernia?,  muft  neceflarily  be  per¬ 
fectly  d  iff  in  ft  from  the  faid  tunic. 

I  fhould  now  proceed  to  the  examination 
of  each  difthnt  fpecies  of  hydrocele;  but 
will  intrude  on  my  reader’s  patience  while 
I  mention  a  circumftance  or  two,  relative 
to  the  pafTage  of  the  teflicle  from  the  belly 
into  the  fcrotum  ;  and  which,  as  a  practi¬ 
tioner,  he  may  poffibly  think  worth  his  at¬ 
tention. 

\ 

I  have  faid,  that  the  time  in,  or  at  which 
the  tefticles  pafs  from  the  belly,  through  the 
groin,  into  the  fcrotum,  is  by  no  means  cer^ 

tain  1 
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tain ;  that  it  varies  in  different  people  ; 
that  even  in  the  fame  perfon,  thetwoteftes 
do  not  always  pafs  down  at  the  fame  time  1 
that  fometimes  both  of  them,  fometimes 
one,  remains  within  the  belly,  or  in  the 
groin,  for  a  confiderable  fpace  of  time  after 
birth ;  and  that  it  now  and  then  happens, 
that  one,  or  both  of  them,  never  get  into 
the  fcrotum  at  all. 

I  do  not  know  any  particular  inconveni¬ 
ence  arifing  from  the  detention  of  a  tefticle 
within  the  cavity  of  the  belly  :  but  the  lodg¬ 
ment  of  it  in  the  groin,  not  only  renders 
it  liable  to  be  hurt  by  accidental  preffure, 
&c.  but  when  it  is  fo  hurt,  may  be  the 
caufe  of  its  being  miftaken  for  a  different 
difeafe,  and  thereby  occafion  its  being  very 
improperly  treated.  To  which  confidera- 
tions,  this  may  be  added  :  that  there  is  no 
kind  of  difeafe,  to  which  the  tefticle  is  lia¬ 
ble  in  its  natural  fituation,  but  what  may 
alfo  affedt  it,  in  any,  or  all  its  unnatural  ones. 

CASE  I. 

•  *  •  .  :  ■ 

IW  A  S  fen  t  to  in  a  great  hurry,  from  the 

neighbourhood  of  Limehoufe,  and  de~ 
fired  to  bring  with  me,  whatever  I  might 

want 
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want  for  the  operation  of  a  bubonocele.  I 
found  a  young,  healthy,  feafaring  man,  ly¬ 
ing  acrofs  his  bed,  and  complaining  of 
moll:  acute  pain  in  his  groin  and  back.  He 
told  me,  that  “  in  the  forenoon  of  the  day 
before,  being  at  work  on  board  his  own 
velfel,  he  fell,  and  ftruck  his  groin  againll 
a  piece  of  timber,  with  great  violence  ;  that 
it  gave  him  fuch  exquilite  pain,  that  he 
fainted  away ;  that  his  groin  became  im¬ 
mediately  fwollen  to  a  very  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  ;  that  as  foon  as  he  could  get  home, 
he  applied  to  his  apothecary,  who  bled 
him,  put  him  to  bed,  and  pulticed  the  tu¬ 
mor  ;  that  he  palled  the  night  without 
>  ileep,  and  in  great  agony ;  that  when  his 
apothecary  came  to  him  the  next  morning, 
he  (the  patient)  informed  him  of  a  circum- 
ftance,  which,  in  his  confulion,  he  had  for¬ 
got  the  night  before,  viz .  that  he  had  long 
had  a  rupture  on  that  lide,  which  had  ne¬ 
ver  been  perfectly  returned  ;  that,  upon  re¬ 
ceipt  of  this  information,  the  apothecary 
had  bled  him  again,  and  had  taken  fome 
pains  to  return  the  rupture :  but  finding 
that  he  made  no  progrefs,  and  that  his  at¬ 
tempts  produced  great  increafe  of  pain,  he 
had  defilled,  and  had  given  him  two  gly- 

fters. 
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fters,  and  a  purge ;  neither  of  which  oc- 
cafioning  fuch  difcharge  as  he  expedted, 
and  a  kind  of  blacknefs  now  beginning  to 
appear  on  the  part,  he  defired  immediate 
afliftance.”  By  the  time  this  account  was 
finilhed,  the  apothecary  came  in,  and  con¬ 
firmed  it. 

The  pain  was  exquifite  ;  and  while  I  was 
afking  the  patient  a  few  queftions,  he  be¬ 
came  very  fick,  and  vomited.  The  groin 
and  fcrotum  were  much  fwelled,  and  very 
hard  ;  but  the  general  figure  and  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  tumor  did  not  appear  to  me 
like  that  of  a  bubonocele  :  infteadof  point¬ 
ing  obliquely  from  the  ilium  toward  the 
pubes,  it  lay,  as  it  were,  acrofs  the  groin  ; 
the  fcrotum  was  full  and  large  ;  but  I 
thought  it  felt  much  harder,  than  I  had 
ever  found  a  piece  of  inteftine  do  :  and 
with  regard  to  the  alteration  of  color,  I 
cannot  fay  it  gave  me  much  uneafinefs  $  for 
it  was  not  at  all  like  the  effedt  of  mortifi¬ 
cation,  but  had  all  the  appearance  of  an 
extravafation,  orechymofis.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  man  had  not  had  a  fair  ftool  for 
three  days ;  he  had  been  very  fick,  and  had 
vomited ;  his  belly  was  tight,  hard  and 
painful  j  and  his  pulfe  much  too  quick, 

F  rom 


2  8  ^Treatise  on 

From  examination  of  the  tumor,  I  could 
get  very  little  information  ;  for  th  pain 
was  fo  exquifite,  that  he  could  not  bear 
the  flighted:  touch ;  however,  from  what 
examination  I  could  make,  it  appeared  to 
me,  that  if  this  was  an  inteftinal  hernia,  it 
was  fuch  a  one  as  I  had  never  yet  met 
with;  and  nothing  but  the  circumflance 
of  his  having  worn  a  trufs  formerly,  by  the 
direction  of  a  furgeon  of  charadter,  could 
have  induced  me  to  have  entertained  fuch 
fufpicion.  I  enquired  again,  concerning  this 
rupture  ;  and  was  told,  that  he  had  worn 
a  trufs  for  it,  the  firft  four  years  of  his  in¬ 
fancy,  but  that  it  never  kept  the  gut  totally 
or  perfectly  up  ;  and  that  as  he  grew  big¬ 
ger,  and  ran  about,  he  was  obliged  to  leave 
it  off,  on  account  of  the  pain  it  gave  him  : 
that  lince  he  had  left  it  off,  he  had  not  ob- 
ferved  any,  or  very  little,  alteration  in  the 
tumor  ;  (none  in  its  fituation,  though  a  lit¬ 
tle  in  its  iize :)  and  that  it  had  never  given 
him  any  trouble,  or  uneafinefs,  if  he  did 
not  handle  it,  or  kept  his  waiflband  of  his 
breeches  and  his  watch  from  preffing  it. 
All  this  was  far  from  being  fatisfaftory  :  and 
as  the  prefent  date  of  the  parts  was  fuch, 
as  was  by  no  means  favourable  for  an  ope¬ 
ration. 
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ration,  I  determined,  previous  to  any  other 
attempt,  to  try  what  a  brifk  cathartic  would 
produce.  A  ftimulating  glyfter  was  im¬ 
mediately  thrown  up,  and  a  folution  of  an 
ounce  and  a  half  of  glauber’s  falts  in  two 
ounces  of  in  fuft  fense  fwal lowed,  which,  in 
little  more  than  an  hour,  produced  fo  plen¬ 
tiful  a  'difcharge,,  that  the  belly  became  foft 
and  eafy,  and  we  were  perfectly  free  from 
all  apprehenfions  of  a  ftridrure.  Fomenta¬ 
tion,  pultice,  &c.  were  frequently  applied 
to  the  tumor,  which  in  three  or  four  days 
began  to  fubfide  ;  and  in  about  feven  or 
eight,  the  fcrotum  was  fo  unloaded,  as  to 
permit  eafy  and  accurate  examination  5  by 
which  means  we  were  fatisfied,  that  it  con¬ 
tained  no  teftiele.  Upon  mentioning  this* 
circumftance  to  the  patient,  he  faid,  that 
he  never  had  one  on  that  fide  :  this  declara¬ 
tion  was  a  folution  of  all  difficulties,  and  of 
all  the  appearances.  When  all  the  effedls 
of  the  blow  were  removed,  there  appeared 
in  the  groin,  juft  on  this  fide  of  the  open¬ 
ing  in  the  abdominal  tendon,  a  teftiele  of 
aatural  fize  and  figure  ;  which  teftiele,  by 
being  much  bruifed,  had  caufed  all  the 
mifchlef 
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CASE  II. 
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A  Poor  man  came  to  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hofpital,  and  defired  affiftance  for  a 
fwelling  in  his  groin  $  for  which  he  had, 
for  a  month  before,  been  taking  jefuits 
drops  and  other  quack  medicines,  till  he 
had  not  a  farthing  left.  Upon  removing 
an  adhefive  plafter,  I  found  a  tumor,  which 
was  large  and  painful ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
fo  moveable,  as  to  be  very  unlike  any  af¬ 
fection  of  the  inguinal  glands.  The  ac¬ 
count  which  the  man  gave,  was,  that  “  he 
had  always  had  a  lump  in  that  groin,  and 
never  any  tefticle  on  that  fide  ;  that  when 
young,  he  had  worn  a  trufs  for  it,  upon  a 
fuppolition  of  its  being  a  rupture  ;  that 
when  he  came  to  work  for  his  living,  he 
could  no  longer  bear  the  uneafinefs  which 
the  trufs  gave  him,  and  therefore  had  left  it 
off  for  years  :  that  fince  that  time,  he  had 
never  perceived  anymaterial  alteration  in  the 
tumor,  nor  had  it  ever  given  him  any  trou¬ 
ble,  till  he  had  got  a  clap  about  two  months 
before ;  upon  the  fudden  difappearance  of 
which,  the  lump  in  his  groin  became  large 
and  painful.” 

'  *•  ■  >  ■  In 
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In  fhort,  the  man  had  got  a  hernia  hu- 
moralis  of  the  tefticle  in  his  groin  ;  which, 
by  means  of  proper  treatment,  bleeding, 
cataplafm  and  reft,  he  foon  got  well  of. 

r  ,  ,  !  .,*■  ’  f 

;  _  '  -V  **  ^ 

CASE  IIL 

A  Middle  aged  man  came  to  St.  Bartho¬ 
lomew's,  for  advice  for  a  tumor  in 
his  groin* 

He  was  apparently  in  good  health ;  the 
tumor  was  of  an  oval,  or  egg-like  form  ; 
indolent,  when  not  prefled  ;  perfectly 
moveable  $  lay  juft  in  the  groin  ;  and  had, 
by  more  than  one  perfon,  been  miftaken 
both  for  bubo  and  bubonocele.  When 
handled,  or  prefled  rudely,  in  confequence 
of  the  latter  opinion,  it  was  painful  for 
feme  hours  after  $  and  the  pains  (to  ufe  his 
own  words)  always  fliot  up  into  his  back. 
It  was  on  the  left  flde  ;  on  which  lide  there 
was  no  tefticle  in  the  fcrotum,  nor  had 
there  ever  been  one  ;  but  on  the  right  fide 
every  thing  was  as  it  fliould  be.  He  faid, 
that  within  two  years  it  had  been  confide- 
rably  enlarged ;  and  that  it  now  was  become 
very  troublefome  to  him. 


It 
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It  appeared  very  plainly  to  me,  that  the? 
tumor  was  caufed  by  the  left  tefticle 
which  tefticle  was  in  a  difeafed  ftate,  but 
very  fit  for,  and  very  capable  of  extirpa¬ 
tion.  I  advifed  the  man  to  fubmit  to  the 
operation,  and  he  had  complied ;  but  the 
late  Mr.  Griffiths  (one  of  our  then  affift- 
ants)  coming  into  the  ward,  I  defired  him 
to  look  at  the  cafe.  Whether  he  did  not 
attend  to  all  the  circumftances,  or  for  what 
other  reafon,  I  know  not ;  but  he  took  it 
into  his  head,  that  it  was  a  tumor  of  ano¬ 
ther  kind,  that  might  be  removed  by  in¬ 
ternal  medicine  ;  and  difluaded  the  man 
from  undergoing  what  I  had  propofed  : 
upon  which,  I  did  not  take  him  into  the 
Hofpital. 

Some  months  after,  the  fwelling  be¬ 
coming  larger,  and  more  troublefome,  he 
applied  to  St.  George’s  Hofpital.  The 
gentlemen  there  gave  him  the  fame  opi¬ 
nion,  and  the  fame  advice  which  I  had 

given  him;  he  fubmitted,  and  got  a  cure, 

\ 

by  the  removal  of  a  tefticle  which  had  ne¬ 
ver  been  lower  than  his  groin,  and  which 
was  now  become  fchirrhous. 

y  CASE 
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CASE  IV. 

J  I  ^  HE  late  Mr.  Hollingworthdefired  me 
I  to  go  with  him,  to  fee  a  patient  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Clerkenwell.  It  was 
a  man,  about  fifty-five  years  old,  who  had 
a  large,  ulcerated,  cancerous  tumor,  in.  his 
right  groin  ;  with  high  callous  edges  ;  it 
always  difcharged  a  large  quantity  of  a 
moft  offenfive  gleet ;  at  times  it  bled  pro^ 
fufely,  and  was  always  extremely  painful. 

The  patient  faid,  that  when  firft  it  be¬ 
came  troublefome,  he  had  (bowed  it  to  two 
eminent  rupture-curers ;  one  of  whom  faid, 
that  it  was  a  piece  of  caul,  and  offered,  for 
twenty  guineas,  to  cure  him  by  cutting  it 
out :  the  other,  (more  model!:,  or  lefs  hardy,) 
only  fold  him  two  bandages  for  it ;  neither 
of  which  he  could  ever  wear. 

When  Mr.  Hoilingworth  carried  me  to 
fee  it,  it  had  juft  been  left  by  a  cancer- 
curer,  who  had  applied  to  it  an  efcharotic  $ 
and  which,  by  the  patient’s  account,  as 
well  as  by  the  appearance  of  the  fore,  had 
made  terrible  havock. 

During  all  this  time,  no  one  who  had 
teen  him  (and  what  is  ftill  more  remark- 

D  able) ' 
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able)  not  even  the  patient  himfelf  had  re¬ 
marked,  that  in  that  fide  of  the  fcrotum  he 
had  no  tefticle. 

The  date,  both  of  the  man  and  of  the 
fore,  forbad  any  chirurgical  procefs  3  and 
my  advice  to  him  was  to  drefs  the  fore 
lightly,  and  have  recourfe  to  tindh  thebaic, 
for  eafe  which  advice  he  followed,  during 
the  fhort  remainder  of  his  life: 

When  dead  we  examined  him,  and  found 

i 

that  the  difeafe  confided  in  a  cancerous  te- 
flicle  lying  in  the  groin  ;  the  fpermatic  vef- 
fels  of  which  were  varicofe,  and  knotty  all 
the  way  up  to  the  kidney,  having  here  and 
there  a  bladder  of  yellow  ferum  in  the  cel- 

lular  membrane  :  the  lymphatic  glands 

» ' 

about  the  vertebras  of  the  loins  were  dif- 
eafed,  as  was  the  liver  ;  >and  on  the  furface 
of  the  right  kidney  was  a  collection  of  very 
offenfive  ianies. 
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SECT.  IV. 

•i 

.  ,*  '  -  1  ,  ’  ,  r  •/  \  •* 

The  An  asarcous  Tumor  of 

the  Scrotum. 

•  \ 

H  E  fcrotum  is  the  common  recepta- 

JL  cle  of  both  the  teflicles  ;  and  confifts 
of  the  cuticula,  cutis,  and  what  all  the  ana¬ 
tomies  have  now  agreed  to  call  the  dartos  ; 
which  is  a  loofe  cellular  membrane,  per¬ 
fectly  void  of  fat  ;  and  whofe  cells  or  cavi¬ 
ties,  communicate  with  each  other,  with 
the  utmoft  freedom  through  every  part. 

As  this  membrane  has  no  immediate 
communication  with  the  cavity  of  the  ab¬ 
domen  within  the  peritoneum,  it  is  plain, 
that  whatever  kind,  or  quantity  of  fluid  may 
be  depofited  in  it,  it  cannot  be  derived  from 
the  laid  cavity  5  even  though  the  patient 
fhould  labour  under  a  true  afcites  ;  but  as 
its  cells  have  a  free  intercourfe  with  thofe 
of  the  general  cellular  membrane  all  over 
the  body,  they  will  be  liable  to  be  affedted 
by  all  thofe  diforders  which  have  their  feat 
in  that  membrane;  that  is,  by  all  diforders 
proceeding  from  a  low  impoveriflied  flate 
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of  blood  ;  from  a  deficiency  of  the  urinarjr 
fecretion  ;  or  from  non-execution  of  the 
office  of  the  abforbent  veflels  :  and  confe- 
quently  in  anafarcous,  and  leucophlegmatic 
habits  will  become  the  feat  of  a  watry  ex- 
travafation. 

This  watry  fwelling  of  the  ferotum,  al¬ 
though  it  is  moft  frequently  a  fymptom  of 
a  dropfical  habit,  and  very  often  accompa¬ 
nies  both  the  general  anafarca,  and  the  par¬ 
ticular  colledion  within  the  abdomen,  cal¬ 
led  the  afeites,  yet,,  even  in  the  latter  cafe, 
neither  is,  nor  can  be,  derived  from  the; 
cavity  of  the  beljy:  %  but  is  confined  to  the 
tela  cellulofa,  which  lies  on  the  outfide  of 
the  peritoneum  :  the  water  derived  from 
hence  diftends  the  fcrotum>  in  the  fame- 
manner,  and  for  the  fame  reafons,  that  it 
often  does  the  legs  and  feet.  The  cells  of 
the  dartos  being  large  and  abfohilely  void: 
of  fat,  and  the  fkin  which  covers  them  be¬ 
ing  extremely  dilatable,  and  giving  way  for 
a  larger  influx  into  this  part  than  into  moft 
others,  has  indeed  occafioned  its  being 
taken  notice  of  as  a  particular  difeafe,  tho* 
It  is  moft  properly  a  fymptom  only. 

This  being  the  cafe,  and  the  true  me¬ 
thod.  of  cure  confifting  in  an  internal  medi- 
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cal  procefs,  it  has  been,  I  think,  impro¬ 
perly  ranked  among  the  fpecies  of  hydro¬ 
cele  $  though  the  nature  of  the  contents 
will  certainly  admit  the  ufe  of  the  word. 

It  is  indeed  a  difeafe,  which  properly 
belongs  to  the  phyiicians  :  but  as  it  is  of 
fome  confequence,  to  be  able  to  diftinguifh 
it  from  other  diforders  affedting  the  fame, 
or  the  neighbouring  parts  4  and  as  furgeons 
are  often  called  upon  to  affift  in  alleviating 
fome  of  the  inconveniences  which  this  de¬ 
fluxion  produces,  it  cannot  be  amifs  in  this 
place,  to  give  a  fhort  account  of  it,  and  of 
the  m old  proper  chirurgical  method  of  at¬ 
tempting  its  relief. 

It  is  an  equal,  foft  tumor,  poflefling  every 
part  of  the  cellular  membrane,  in  which 
both  the  tefticles  are  enveloped ;  and  con- 
fequently  is  generally  as  large  on  one  fide^ 
as  on  the  other  :  it  leaves  the  fkin  of  its 
natural  color  ;  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly, 
it  does  not  redden  or  inflame  it  :  if  the 
quantity  of  water  be  not  large,  nor  the  di- 
ftenfion.  great,  the  Ikin  preferves  fome  de¬ 
gree  of  rugofity :  the  tumor  has  a  doughy 
kind  of  fee! ;  eafily  receives,  and,  for  a 
while  retains  the  impreffion  of  the  fingers  : 
the  raphe  or  feam  of  the  fcrotum  divides 
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the  fwelling  nearly  equally  :  the  fpermatic 
procefs  is  perfectly  free,  and  of  its  natural 
fize  :  and  the  tefticles  feem  to  be  in  the 
middle  of  the  loaded  membrane.  This  is 
the  appearance,  when  the  difeafe  is  in  a 
moderate  degree.  But  if  the  quantity  of 
extravafated  ferum  be  large,  or  the  difeafe 
farther  advanced,  the  (kin,  inftead  of  be¬ 
ing  wrinkled,  is  fmooth,  tenfe,  and  plainly 
fhews  the  limpid  ftate  of  the  fluid  under¬ 
neath  :  it  is  cold  to  the  touch,  does  not  fo 
long  retain  the  impreffion  of  the  finger, 
and  is  always  accompanied  with  a  fimilar 
diftention  of  the  fkin  of  the  penis  :  the 
preputium  of  which  is  fometimes  fo  en¬ 
larged,  and  fo  twified,  and  diftorted,  as  to 
make  a  very  difagreeable  appearance. 
Thefe  are  the  local  fymptoms  :  to  which 
it  may  be  added,  that  a  yellow  counte¬ 
nance,  a  lofs  of  appetite,  a  deficiency  of 
urinary  fecretion,  fwelled  legs,  a  hard  bel¬ 
ly,  and  mucous  flools,  are  its  very  frequent 
companions. 

The  cure  of  the  original  difeafe  comes, 
as  I  have  already  faid,  within  the  province 
of  the  phyfician,  and  requires  a  courfe  of 
internal  medicine  :  but  fometimes  the 
loaded  fcrotum  and  penis  are  fo  trouble- 
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fome  to  the  patient,  and  in  fuch  danger  of 
mortification,  that  a  reduction  of  their  fize 
becomes  abfolutely  neceflfary  ;  and  at  other 
times  a  derivation,  or  difcharge,  of  the  re¬ 
dundant  extravafated  ferurn  from  this  part, 
is  ordered  as  an  affiflant  to  the  internal  re¬ 
gimen. 

The  chirurgical  means  in  ufe  for  this 
-end,  is  called  in  general  fcarification :  a 
term,  whofe  precife  fenfe  has  by  no  means 
been  fettled  ;  by  which  it  has  now  and 
then  happened,  that  a  general  order  being 
given,  and  the  particular  method  of  exe¬ 
cuting  it  being  left  to  the  choice  of  thofe 
who  have  not  been  fufficiently  acquainted 
with  this  kind  of  buiinefs,  much  hazard 
has  been  incurred,  and  confiderable  mif- 
chief  done,  which  might  have  been  avoid¬ 
ed. 

'  * 

The  means  of  making  this  difcharge  are 
two,  viz.  punCture  and  incifion  :  the  for¬ 
mer  is  made  with  the  point  of  a  lancet ; 
the  latter  with  the  fame  inftrument,  or 
with  a  knife. 

The  generality  of  writers  on  this  fubjeCfc 
have  fpoken  on  the  two  methods,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  a  practitioner,  who  had  feen; 
but  little  of  either,  would  be  inclined  to 
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think,  that  it  was  matter  of  great  indiffe?- 
rence,  which  we  fhould  make  ufe  of  \  and 
that  the  fafety  and  utility  of  each  were 
equal :  which  is  by  no  means  the  cafe. 

The  intention  of  the  ufe  of  either,  is, 
by  a  difcharge  of  extravafated  ferum,  to  al¬ 
leviate  the  prefent  uneafinefs  ;  and,  by  re¬ 
ducing  the  flze  of  the  fcrotum,  to  render  it 
lefs  troublefome,  and  lefs  likely  to  morti¬ 
fy.  In  fome  few  inftances,  it  has  indeed 
happened,  that  this  drain  has  proved  a  ra¬ 
dical  cure  of  the  original  difeafe  ;  but  that 
has  been  accidental,  and  is  not  in  general 
to  be  expedted.  The  intention  is  generally 
palliative j  and  if  the  patient  lives,  is  mod 
likely  to  require  repetition :  therefore,  if 
there  be  any  difference  between* the  two 
methods,  with  regard  .either  to  eafe,  or 
fafety,  there  can  be  no  doubt  which  ought 
to  be  preferred. 

All  wounds  of  membranous  parts  in  ana- 
farcous  or  dropfical  habits,  are  neceflarily 
both  painful  and  hazardous  ;  they  are  apt 
to  inflame  ;  are  very  difficultly  brought  to 
fuppuration  ;  and  will  often  prove  gangre¬ 
nous,  in  fpite  of  all  endeavours  to  the  con¬ 
trary.  But  the  larger  and  deeper  the  wounds 
the  more  probable  are  thefe  bad  con- 

fequenceSo 

*  ' 


/ 


the  HYDROCELE,  &c.  41 

fequences.  Simple  punctures,  with  the 
point  of  a  lancet,  are  much  lefs  liable  to 
be  attended  by  them,  than  any  other  kind 
of  wound;  they  generally  leave  the  Ikin 
eafy,  foft,  cool,  uninflamed,  and  in  aftate 
to  admit  a  repetition  of  the  fame  opera¬ 
tion,  if  neceflary.  Incifions  create  a  pain¬ 
ful,  crude,  hazardous  fore,  requiring  con- 
ftant  care.  Pundtures  feldom  produce  any 
uneafinefs  at  all  ;  and  ftand  in  need  of  only 
a  fuperficial  pledgit,  for  drefling. 

Now  although  there  is  fo  very  material 
a  difference  in  the  fymptoms  and  trouble 
attending  the  two  methods,  yet  is  there 
none  in  their  effect :  the  communication 
of  the  cells  of  the  dartos  with  each  other, 
is  fo  free  through  every  part  of  it,  that 
pundtures  made  with  the  fine  point  of  a 
bleeding  lancet,  into  the  molt  fuperficial  of 
them,  will,  as  certainly  and  as  freely,  drain 
off  all  the  water,  as  a  large  incifion*  with¬ 
out  any  of  its  inconveniences  or  its  hazard. 
Neither  the  one  nor  the  other  will  cure  the 
original  difeafe,  unlefs  by  mere  accident : 
they  are  both  made,  with  a  defign  to  cure 
only  the  local  one.  The  fame  habit  and 
conftitution  remaining,  the  fame  effedt  will 
in  general  follow ;  and  the  fame  relief  be 

again 
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again  neceflary.  The  eafe,  the  freedom 
from  bad  fymptoms,  or  from  danger,  and 
the  ftate  in  which  the  parts  are  left,  render 
one  method  practicable  at  all  times,  and 
capable  of  being  repeated  as  often  as  may 
be  thought  neceflary  :  the  fatigue,  pain, 
confinement  and  hazard,  which  mod:  fre¬ 
quently  attend  the  other,  make  one  expe¬ 
riment  in  general,  as  much  as  moft  people 
chufe  to  fubmit  to ;  or  indeed  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  complying  with. 

■”  i  ' 

CASE  V, 

A  Man  about  fifty-five  years  old,  who 
had  lived  freely,  was  affiidted  with  an 
anafarcous  tumor  of  his  belly,  legs,  thighs, 
fcrotum  and  penis,  accompanied  with  the 
general  fymptoms  which  moft  frequently 
attend  fuch  complaints,  viz ,  proftration  of 
appetite  ;  little,  and  that  high  coloured, 
urine ;  a  hard  belly ;  and  a  bloated  face. 

He  had  taken  many  medicines  by  the  di¬ 
rection  of  a  phyfician  in  the  country  3  and 
more  than  one  quack- remedy,  fince  he  had 
been  in  London  3  but  to  no  purpofe  :  the 
watry  load  increafed  daily,  and  the  fwelling 
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of  the  penis  and  fcrotum  became  fo  trouble- 
fome,  as  to  prevent  his  wearing  breeches. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  a  perfon  who  at¬ 
tended  him  in  the  capacities  of  apothecary 
and  furgeon,  propofed  to  draw  off  the  wa¬ 
ter  by  an  incifion  on  each  fide  of  the  fcro- 
tum  fito  which  the  patient  confented.  The 
incifions  were  made,  and  in  a  few  hours 
the  fcrotum  was  empty  and  flaccid. 

At  the  diftance  of  five  days  from  this 
operation,  his  furgeon  died,  and  I  was  de- 
fired  to  vifit  him. 

I  found  him  in  bed,  with  a  painful,  foul, 
undigefted  fore,  on  each  fide  of  the  fcro¬ 
tum  ;  which,  though  it  had  at  firft  been 
emptied  by  the  incifion,  was  now  again 
confiderably  loaded  with  ferum,  but  at  the 
fame  time,  hard  and  inflamed  :  the  edges 
of  the  wounds  were  livid,  the  difcharge 
from  them  was  a  difcoloured  gleet ;  and 
the  pain  was  fo  great,  that  the  man  could 
get  no  reft  :  his  pulfe  was  frequent,  hard  and 
fmall  ;  his  breathing  not  perfectly  free ;  his 
urine  little,  and  high-coloured ;  his  thirft 
very  troublefbme  ;  his  bell v  hard  and  tight : 
and  having  taken  an  opiate  every  night 
from  the  time  of  the  operation,  he  had  not 
had  a  ftool  for  three  days  paft. 

Tdref- 
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I  drelfed  the  incifions  with  a  foft  di~ 
geftive  ;  and  covering  the  whole  fcrotum 
with  a  warm  pultice,  tied  it  up_in  a  bag- 
trufs  ;  directed  a  glyfter  to  be  thrown  up 
immediately,  and  a  purge  to  be  taken  the 
next  morning :  from  which  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  day,  he  had  four  or  five  ftools  ^  and  by 
which  his  refpiratipn  was  relieved,  and  his 
belly  rendered  fofter„ 

Next  day  the  inflammatory  hardnefs  of 
the  fcrotum  feemed  to  be  going  off,  but  to 
be  fucceeded  by  an  emphyfematous  kind  of 
tumefadion.,  and  in  four  days  from  that  of 
my  firft  vifit  to  him,  the  whole  bag  was  in 
a  ftate  of  mortification,  notwithstanding 
the  conftant  ufe  of  fomentation,  cataplafm, 
JSc. 

Having  already  taken  a  large  quantity  of 
medicine  of  different  kinds,  it  was  with 
much  difficulty,  that  I  could  prevail  on  hitn 
to  hear  of  any  more  :  but  upon  making  a 
true  reprefentation  to  him  of  the  ftate  of 
his  cafe,  and  of  his  imminent  hazard,  he 
contented  to  take  the  bark,  with  foffie  con- 
fed:.  cardiac,  and  tind.  rad.  ferpent.  every 
three  or  four  hours. 

By  putting  a  tea-fpoonful  of  brandy  into 
eachdofe,  it  kept  upon  his  ftomach.  At 
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the  end  of  three  days*  the  pain  and  fore- 
nefs  were  confiderably  leffened  ;  and  on  the 
fixth  he  got  a  little  quiet  fleep  without 
any  opiate:  on  the  ninth  the  mortified 
parts  feemed  inclined  to  fuppurate,  and  the 
gleet  was  fmall,  in  comparifon  of  what  it 
had  been  :  on  the  twelfth  there  was  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  tolerable  good  matter  from  the 
edges  :  on  the  fifteenth  a  laudable  fuppu- 
ration  was  eftablifhed,  and  the  mortified 
parts  were  every  where  loofe  and  falling 
off.  Inftead  of  a  fmall  quantity  of  high- 
coloured  urine,  he  now  made  what  wa& 
nearly  equal  to  his  drink,  and  that  very 
well-conditioned  ;  and  the  watry  extrava- 
fation  in  his  legs  and  thighs  was  eonfidera- 
bly  diminilhed. 

He  now  began  to  naufeate  the  bark,  in 
the  form  in  which  he  had  hitherto  taken* 
it;  it  was  therefore  changed  for  another* 
which  he  took  at  larger  intervals :  and  to 
affift  his  urinary  difcharge,  his  apothecary 
gave  him  an  infufion  of  the  cineres  genifts 
and  horfe-radilh*  which  anfwered  the  pur- 
pofevery  well.  ' 

The  whole  fcrotum  and  dartos  caft  ofF 
in  a  large  flough,  and  left  the  tunics  vagi- 
nales  of  both  tefUcles,  a$  bare  and  clean* 
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as  if  they  had  been  differed  :  thefe  were 
foon  covered  by  an  incarnation,  which  fup- 
plied  the  place  of  the  fcrotum  tolerably 
well  ;  and  by  perlifling  in  the  ufe  of  the 
fame  remedies,  for  a  few  weeks  longer,  he 
was  reftored  to  perfect  health. 


CASE  VI. 


A  Man,  not  exceeding  forty,  who  had 
drank  freely  of  fpirituous  liquors,  was 
thereby  brought  into  the  fame  circumflan- 
ces,  as  the  patient  in  the  preceding  cafe : 
that  is  ;  his  countenance  was  yellow  and 
bloated  ;  his  legs,  thighs,  fcrotum  and  pe¬ 
nis,  loaded  with  a  watry  tumor  he  had 

* 

little  Or  no  appetite;  and  made  a  very  fmali 
quantity  of  high-coloured  urine. 

Internal  remedies  having  been  ineffectu¬ 
ally  tried  for  fome  time,  he  was  advifed  to 
have  an  incifion  made  on  each  fl de  of  the 
fcrotum;  by  means  of  which,  allthefwel- 
ling  both  of  it,  and  of  the  penis,  was  im¬ 
mediately  removed,  and  the  patient  much 
pleafed. 

On  the  fourth  day  from  the  operation 
all  difcharge  of  ferum  ceafed,  and  the 
wounded  part  fwelled,  inflamed,  and  be- 

Fomentation,  cata- 

plafm, 
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plafin,  and  proper  digeftive  dreffings  were 
ufed  ;  but  without  any  relief  from  the  pain, 
or  any  beneficial  alteration  in  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  fores.  On  the  fixth  day  from 
that  of  the  incifion,  I  was  defired  to  meet 
the  gentleman  that  had  the  care  of  him.  I 
found  that  the  hard  inflammatory  fwelling, 
which  a  day  or  two  before  had  occupied 
the  whole  fcrotum,  was  now  gone  off ;  and 
that  it  was  become  flabby  and  livid,  efpe- 
cially  about  the  incifions. 

I  propofed  his  taking  the  cortex,  but  it 
was  not  complied  with  :  nor  do  I  know, 
what  the  medicines  were  which  he  did 
take  ;  neither  myfelf  nor  his  attendant  fur- 
geon  being  confulted  on  that  head.  Warm 
fpirituous  fomentations,  with  proper  pul- 
tice  and  dreffings  were  continued,  but  to 
no  purpofe.  I  faw  the  patient  each  morn¬ 
ing,  for  four  days ;  during  wffich,  he  got 
little  or  no  reft,  and  complained  of  great 
pain  and  burning  heat  within  his  belly  : 
the  watry  extravafation  in  his  thighs  and 
legs  increafed  daily ;  the  whole  fcrotum 
and  fkin  of  the  penis  became  black,  and 
mortified,  as  did  alfo  the  part  of  the  pubes ; 
and  on  the  eleventh  day,  from  that  on 
which  the  incilion  was  made,  he  died. 

C  A  S  E 
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CASE  VII. 

\  '  '  '  * 

A  Man,  about  forty-live  years  old,  by 
name  Corby,  who  was  a  patient  in 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hofpital  on  another  ac¬ 
count,  Ihewed  me  a  fwelling  on  the  left 
fide  of  his  fcrotum.  It  was  large,  full, 
tight,  and  had  all  the  fymptoms  and  ap¬ 
pearances  of  an  hydrocele  of  the  tunica  va¬ 
ginalis,  viz .  jthe  fluctuation  of  the  fluid, 
the  freedom  of  the  upper  part  of  the  pro- 
cefs,  and  the  concealment  of  the  tefticle. 
I  thought  myfelf  fo  clear  in  the  true  nature 
of  the  difeafe,  that  without  any  fcruple,  I 
pierced  it  with  a  fmall  trochar  in  the  lower 
and  anterior  part,  and  thereby  let  out  about 
two  ounces  of  limpid  water ;  but  could  by 
no  means  draw  off  any  more,  though  I 
prefled  a  probe  up  through  the  cannula, 
and  ufed  every  other  means  proper  to  obtain 
it.  1 

I  withdrew  the  cannula,  and  examined 

'■■■  •  v  v  * 

the  fwelling  again  5  which  was  but  little 
diminifhed  by  what  had  been  done  :  but 
though  it  was  not  much  decreafed  in  fize, 
it  was  confiderably  altered  in  appearance. 

I  could  now  very  plainly  diftinguifh  the 

tefticle* 
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iefticle,  and  was  convinced,  that  the  whole 
difeafe  was  confined  to  the  cells  of  the  dar- 
tos.  In  fhort,  it  was  (what  I  had  never 
feen  before)  an  anafarca  of  that  membrane, 
on  one  fide  only ;  having  a  certain  quantity 
of  the  water  in  one  cyfi  or  bag,  and  the  reft 
diffufed  through  the  cells  in  the  ufual  man- 
tier  :  the  latter  made  all  the  tumefaction, 
which  remained  after  tapping ;  and  the  for¬ 
mer  had  concealed  the  tefticle. 

Being  now  truly  fatiisfied  of  the  nature 
of  the  cafe,  I  made  an  incifion,  about  an 
inch  long,  through  the  fciotum  into  the 
loaded  dartos  ;  intending  thereby  to  drain 
off  the  water  ;  and  by  procuring  a  fuppura- 
tion,  to  cure  the  difeafe.  Into  the  incifion 
I  put  a  little  dry  lint  ;  and  tied  the  fcro- 
tum  up  in  a  bag-trufs. 

To  my  great  aftonilhment,  the  next  day 
my  dreffer  told  me,  that  Corby’s  fcrotum 
was  fwelled  to  a  great  fize,  and  that  the  in¬ 
cifion  was  already  livid.  I  went  to  the  Ho- 
fpital,  and  found  it  fo,  I  ordered  the  part  to 
be  fomented,  and  wrapped  up  in  a  warm 
pultice ;  and  that  the  man  fhould  take  the 
cortex  freely,  till  the  phyfician  fhould  fee 
him. 
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In  three  days  time,  the  whole  fcrotum, 
and  ikin  of  the  penis  was  completely  mor¬ 
tified  ;  and  a  confiderable  part  of  the  pubes 
altered  and  veficated  :  his  pulfe  was  quick, 
and  final  1  :  he  complained  of  a  burning 
heat  in  his  belly  and  bladder ;  his  third;  was 
Intenfe  ;  and  his  extremities  cold. 

For  feveral  days  I  was  convinced,  that 
each  would  be  his  lad ;  his  fomentation, 
cataplafm,  and  dreflings  were  continued  $ 
the  doftor  ordered  him  a  dram  of  the  bark, 
as  often  as  his  flomach  would  bear  or  keep 
it,  in  a  julep,  well  impregnated  with  vola¬ 
tile  fait  $  and  the  poor  man  earnedly  beg¬ 
ged  to  be  allowed  a  pint  of  porter  a  day ; 
which  he  had.  At  lad,  in  about  three 
weeks  time,  the  whole  fcrotum,  the  inte¬ 
guments  of  the  penis,  and  fome  part  of  the 
pubes  cad  off,  leaving  the  corpora  caver- 
nofa,  and  the  tunica  vaginalis,  as  clean  a& 
if  they  had  been  differed.  The  man  got 
well. 

More  of  the  fame  kind  of  cafes  might 
Be  produced,  in  which  the  trouble  and  ha¬ 
zard  attending  large  incifions  of  the  fcro¬ 
tum,  in  dropfical  cafes,  have  been  great  * 
but  the  fimijarity  of  them  renders  it  unne- 
‘eeffary.  I  fhall  therefore  only  add,  that 

from. 
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from  the  Ample  pundure,  I  have  feldom 
met  with  either  ;  and  that  I  have  as  feldom 

w 

known  them  fail  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  for 
which  they  were  intended,  viz.  a  tempo¬ 
rary  difcharge  of  ferum,  from  the  cellular 
membrane. 

•  -  •  .  ->  •'  v  ;  J  \  Z  •  '  -  4  '  r'  ’  i  I'  ■  *i  ' 

'  ,  'SECT.  V.  . 

IF  we  cohfider  the  preceding  complaint 
as  merely  fymptomatic,  and  do  not 
rank  it  among  the  different  kinds  of  hydro¬ 
cele,  there  will  then  remain  only  three* 
viz. 

i .  That  which  confifts  of  a  collodion  of 
water,  in  the  cells  of  the  tunica  communis* 
or  cellular  membrane,  enveloping  and  con- 
neding  the  fpermatic  veffels. 

2.  That  which  is  formed  by  the  extra- 
tafation  of  a  fluid,  in  the  fame  coat  as  the 
former ;  but  which,  inftead  of  being  dif- 
fufed  through  the  general  cellular  ftrudure 
of  it,  is  confined  to  one  cavity  or  cyft,  in 
which  all  the  water  eon  ftitu  ting  this  fpe- 
cies  of  difeafe  is  contained  ;  the  reft  of  the 
membrane  being  in  its  natural  ftate. 

E  2  3.  That 
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3.  That  which  is  produced  by  the  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  a  quantity  of  water,  in  the 
cavity  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis. 

Thefe  three  are  diftindt,  local,  and  truly 
within  the  province  of  furgery.  They  may 
accidentally  he  combined  or  connected 
with  other  diforders,  but  not  neceffarily  ; 
and  are  frequently  found  in  perfons,  whofe 
general  habit  is  good,  and  who  are  per¬ 
fectly  free  from  all  other  complaints. 

The  Hydrocele  of  the  Cells  of 
the  Tunica  communis. 

IN  the  anatomical  account  of  the  parts, 
which  make  the  feats  of  the  different 
kinds  of  hydrocele,  it  has  been  obferved, 
that  the  fpermatic  veffels,  from  their  ori¬ 
gin  quite  down  to  their  infertion  into  the 
tefticle,  are  enveloped  in,  and  connedted 
together  by,  a  membrane,  called  formerly 
tunica  vaginalis  vaforum  fpermaticorum, 
but  now  (more  properly)  tunica  communis. 
That  this  membrane  fo  enveloping  tllq  fper- 
made  veffels,  has  no  one  particular  cavity, 
(as  its  old  name  would  feem  to  imply ;)  but 
is  merely  cellular,  as  either  by  inflation  of 

air,  or  the  extravafation  of  a  fluid,  will  at- 

/ 
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ways  prove.  That  while  it  is  within  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  belly,  its  cells  are  lax  and  large; 
and  when  it  has  paffed  out  from  thence, 
and  has  formed  a  part  of  the  fpermatic 
procefs,  by  enveloping  its  veffels,  its  cells 
are  rather  fmaller,  and  the  membrane  com- 
poftng  them  firmer.  That  it  is  included 
within  that  thin  expanlion  of  mufcular 
fibres,  called  the  cremafter.  And  that  a 
great  number  of  lymphatics,  palling  from 
the  tefticle  to  the  receptaculum  chyli,  are 
always  to  be  found  in  it. 

An  attentive  consideration  of  thefe  cir- 
cumflances  in  the  ftrudure  of  this  part, 
will  Shew  us,  why  either  obftru&ion,  or 
breach  in  the  lymphatic  veffels  ;  confidera- 
ble  preffure,  by  means  of  difeafed  indura¬ 
tions  within  the  abdomen ;  or  a  morbid 
ftate  of  the  parts,  which  Should  receive  the 
lymph  from  the  veffels  of  the  fpermatic 
chord  ;  may  induce  the  difeafe  in  queftion  ; 
and  alfo,  when  it  is  produced,  that  its  appear^ 
ance,  arid  the  nature  of  the  extravafation, 
muff  make  the  term  cellular  a  very  proper 
one,  as  expreflive  of  its  true  Hate 

E  3  When 
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When  the  difeafe  is  fimple,  it  is  per¬ 
fectly  local ;  that  is,  it  is  confined  entirely 
to  the  membrane  forming  the  tunica  com¬ 
munis  ;  and  does  not  at  all  affeCt,  either  the 
dartos,  the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis,  or  any 
Other  part. 

It  is  a  complaint, which  does  not  give  a 
great  deal  of  trouble,  unlefs  it  arrives  to  a 
confiderable  fize ;  and  being  by  no  means 
fo  frequent,  as  either  of  the  other  two  kinds 
of  hydrocele,  it  is  in  general  but  little 
known  or  attended  to.  With  fome,  it 
paffes  for  a  varix  of  the  fpermatic  chord  j 
with  others,  for  the  defcent  of  a  portion  of 
omentum  >  which  having  contracted  an  ad- 
hefion  cannot  be  returned.  Thus,  its  true 
pature  not  being  in  general  rightly  under- 
ftood ;  and,  it  giving  but  little  trouble  or 
uneafmefs,  while  it  is  within  moderate 

'  ■  .  -s  I  ’ 

bounds  1  and  neither  hindering  any  necef- 

fary 

€i  4)1  cordon  fpermatique  accompagnerune  veritablehy- 
f€  drocele  placee  fur  le  corps  de  teflicule.”  Le  Dran. 

The  firft  part  of  this  paragraph  is  a  juft  and  true  der 
fcription  of  the  hydrocele  of  the  cells  of  the  tunica  com¬ 
munis,  when  not  much  diftended :  but  if  by  u  une  veri~ 
fc  table  hydrocele,5’Mr.  Le  Dran  means  that  of  the  tu¬ 
nica  vaginalis,  his  defcdption  of  it,  as  c<  Une  tumeur 
f6  aqueufe  placee  fur  le  corps  du  tefticule,”  is  very  inex- 
preffive,  inadequate,  and  likely  to  convey  an  erroneous 
idea. • 
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fary  addon  or  faculty ;  they  who  have  it, 
are  moil  frequently  advifed  to  be  contented 
with  a  fufpenlary  bandage,  and  find  very 
little  inconvenience  from  it. 

Sometimes  it  arifes  to  fo  large  a  lize, 
and  gets  into  fuch  a  date,  as  to  become  an 
objed  of  furgery,  and  to  require  our  very 
ferious  attention. 

In  general,  while  it  is  of  moderate  fize, 
the  date  of  it  is  as  follows.  The  fcrotal 
hag  is  free  from  all  appearance  of  difeafe  ; 
except  that  when  the  fkin  is  not  corruga¬ 
ted,  it  feems  rather  fuller,  and  hangs  rather 
lower  on  that  fide,  than  on  the  other ;  and 
if  fufpended  lightly  in  the  palm  of  the 
hand,  feels  heavier  :  the  tefticle  with  its 
epididymis,  is  to  be  felt  perfedly  diftind 
below  this  fulnefs  ;  neither  enlarged,  nor 
in  *  any  manner  altered,  from  its  natural 
date  :  the  fpermatic  procefs  is  condderably 
larger  than  it  ought  to  be ;  and  feels  like  a 
varix,  or  like  an  omental  hernia  j  according 
to  the  different  fize  of  the  tumor  ;  it  has 
a  pyramidal  kind  of  form,  broader  at  the 
bottom  than  at  the  top  :  by  gentle  and  con¬ 
tinued  preffure,  it  feems  gradually  to  re¬ 
cede  or  go  up  ;  but  drops  down  again  im¬ 
mediately,  upon  removing  the  preffure : 
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and  that  as  freely  in  a  fupine,  as  in  an 
eredt  pofture  :  it  is  attended  with  a  very 
fmall  degree  of  pain  or  uneafinefs  ;  which 
uneafinefs  is  not  felt  in  the  fcrotum,  where 
the  tumefaction  is,  but  in  the  loins. 

If  the  extravafition  be  confined  to  what 
is  called  the  fpermatic  procefs,  the  opening 
in  the  tendon  of  the  abdominal  mufcle  is 
not  at  all  dilated ;  and  the  procefs  paffing 
thro’  it,  may  be  very  diftin<fhly  felt  :  but  if 
the  cellular  membrane  which  invefts  the 
fpermatic  veffels  within  the  abdomen  be 
affedled,  the  tendinous  aperture  is  inlarged  ; 
and  the  increafed  fize  of  the  diftended 
membrane  paffing  thro’  it,  produces  to  the 
touch,  a  fenfation,  not  very  unlike  that  of 
an  omental  rupture. 

While  it  is  fmall  it  is  hardly  an  objedt 
of  furgery;  the  pain  or  inconvenience  which 
it  produces  being  fo  little,  that  few  people 
would  chufe  to  fubmit  to  an  operation 
to  get  rid  of  it ;  and  it  is  very  feldom  ra¬ 
dically  curable  without  one  :  But  when  it 
is  large,  or  affedts  the  membrane  within 
the  cavity,  as  well  as  without,  it  becomes 
an  apparent  deformity ;  is  very  inconvenient 
both  from  its  fize  and  weight  ;  and  the 
only  method  of  cure,  which  it  admits,  is 

far 
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far  from  being  void  of  hazard  as  muft 
appear  to  every  one  who  will  confider,  or 
who  is  at  all  acquainted  either  with  the 
nature  of  lymphatic  extravafation,  or  ab- 
forption ;  or,  with  the  frequent  confe- 
quencesof  wounds  inflicted  on  parts  merely 
membranous. 

CASE  VIII. 

1  ■  '  I 

A  Man  about  fifty-five,  defired  me  to 
look  at  a  rupture,  under  which  he  faid 

t  _ 

that  he  had  laboured  for  feveral  years.  For 
the  greatefl  part  of  that  time  he  had  worn 
a  fleel  trufs,  which  had  given  him  little  or 
no  uneafinefs,  but  had  never  kept  his  rup¬ 
ture  up.  During  all  this  time  he  had  never 
had  any  fymptoms  of  obftrudtion  in  the  in¬ 
ternal  canal ;  nor  had  the  tumor  ever  in- 
creafed  in  fize,  or  altered  its  appearance, 
until  within  the  lafi  three  or  four  months  ; 
when  he  had  been  perfwaded  to  change 
his  trufs,  for  a  bandage  without  iron  ;  and 
to  make  ufe  of  an  external  application, 
which  was  faid  to  be  infallible. 

What  the  application  was,  I  know  not  $ 
but  its  effedt  was  an  excoriation  of  the 
groin  md  P^rts  about ;  the  bandage  was 

made 
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made  of  dimity  ;  had  a  large  hard  bolder* 
with  three  or  four  buckles  j  and  was  buck¬ 
led  on,  very  tight. 

He  faid,  that  the  pain  it  had  caufed,  had 
been  great  ^  but  that  he  had  chearfully 
fubmitted  to  it ;  having  been  allured,  that 
the  medicines  affifted  by  the  preflure  would 
foon  Ihrink  up  a  piece  of  caul,  which  was 
in  the  fcrotum  ;  and  thereby  free  him  from 
all  poffibility  of  a  return  of  his  difeafe  ; 
and  that  after  that  was  done,  he  might 
leave  off  all  kind  of  bandage,  and  do  as 
he  pleafed. 

He  had  now  made  the  experiment,  till 
the  pain  was  fo  great,  and  the  parts  fo 
fwelled,  that  he  could  endure  it  no  longer. 
The  fcrotum  was  much  inflamed,  and 
fwelled  i  the  groin  excoriated  ;  the  tefticle 
enlarged,  but  not  hard  ;  the  fpermatie 
procefs  quite  up  to  the  belly,  full,  tight, 
and  fo  exquifitely  painful,  that  he  could 
not  bear  the  molt  gentle  handling  ;  he 
had  no  obdrudtion  on  his  going  to  ftool  $ 
nor  any  fymptom  of  the  confinement  of 
any  part  of  the  inteftinal  canal.  The 
principal  information  which  I  could  get, 
was  from  his  own  account ;  for  he  could 
not  bear  the  flighted:  touch.  From  this 

it 
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it  appeared  to  me,  that  whatever  might  be 
the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe,  it  was  very  clear, 
that  the  firft  thing  to  be  done  was  to  ob¬ 
tain  eafe.  I  therefore  put  him  to  bed  $ 
bled  him  freely,  ordered  him  to  have  a 
glyfter  thrown  up  immediately ;  and  to 
take  two  fpoonfuls  of  a  purging  mixture 
every  two  or  three  hours,  until  he  fhould 
have  a  free  difcharge  per  anum ;  and  then 
to  take  a  grain  of  extrafL  thebaic.  I 
^rapped  up  the  ferotum,  and  covered  the 
groin  and  pubes  with  a  warm  foft  pul- 
tice,  and  put  on  a  bag  trufs^ 

He  pafled  the  day  in  a  very  unealy  reft- 
Jefs  ftate  ;  and  in  the  evening,  finding  his 
pulfe  not  at  all  lower,  nor  his  pain  lefs, 
(his  purging  mixture  having  done  its  duty) 
I  took  away  fourteen  ounces  more  of 
blood,  and  ordered  his  opiate  to  be  taken 
again,  and  repeated  at  the  diftance  of  every 
fix  hours.  Forty-eight  hours  pafled  over, 
during  which  time  he  took  feven  grains 
of  opium,  before  he  could  get  ileep  or 
eafe ;  and  when  he  obtained  the  former, 
it  did  not  laft  more  than  three  or  four 
hours,  (an  eftedl  I  have  feveral  times  feen, 
ip  the  exhibition  of  large  and  frequently- 
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pcated  dofes  of  opium,  given  either  to 
appeafe  pain,  or  to  quiet  a  phrenzy.) 

When  he  awoke,  he  was  eafier,  and 
feemed  to  be  much  refrefhed  ;  his  pulfe 
was  fofter  •>  his  perfpiration  free;  and  the 
parts  lefs  inflamed,  and  lefs  painful ;  his 
pultice  was  renewed,  after  fomentation : 
and  he  was  directed  to  take  a  draught  of 
the  common  emulflon  every  fix  hours,  with 
feme  manna  and  nitre  in  it;  by  which 
means  he  had,  in  the  courfe  of  the  next 
day,  two  plentiful  difeharges  by  ftool. 

By  thefe  means,  within  the  fpace  of  fix 
or  feven  days,  all  his  inflammatory  fymp- 
toms  were  removed  ;  and  the  parts  re¬ 
duced  to  nearly  the  fame  ftate,  in  which 
they  were  when  he  put  on  his  dimity 
bandage :  that  is,  the  tefticle  was  of  its 
natural  fize,  but  the  fpermatic  procefs  large 
and  full,  tho’  foft,  and  indolent,  and  feel¬ 
ing  very  like  to  a  fmall  omental  rupture. 

For  greater  certainty,  I  kept  him  in  bed 
a  day  or  two  more ;  and  confined  him  to 
the  fame  low  regimen,  with  an  open  body. 

The  fpermatic  procefs  continued  in  the 
fame  flate.  I  attempted  to  reduce  the  ap¬ 
parent  rupture,  but  without  fuccefs  ;  tho? 
there  was  no  reafon  to  think  that  there 
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was  the  leaft  ftri&ure  made  on  it  by  the 
tendon  of  the  abdominal  mufcle.  I  could 
indeed  make  a  fmall  part  of  it  recede,  but 
even  that  did  not  pafs  the  opening  at  all 
like  a  piece  of  omentum ;  it  did  not  give 
any  of  tftat  fenfation  to  my  fingers,  nor 
produce  that  kind  of  noife,  which  the  re¬ 
turn  of  a  rupture  into  the  abdomen  gene¬ 
rally  does ;  and  the  moment  I  removed 
my  fingers,  it  fell  down  again,  altho’  the 
patient  was  in  a  fupine  pofture.  In  fhort, 

I  made  attempts  for  reduction  fo  long,  and 
fo  often,  that  I  was  perfectly  fatisfied  that 
the  prolapfed  part  was  not  reducible ;  (at 
lead:  by  me.) 

It  now  gave  him  no  pain,  nor  uneafinefs 
of  any  kind  ;  but  he  had  fufFered  fo  much 
from  the  preffure  of  his  bandage,  and  was 
fo  fatisfied  (from  the  fuccefslefs  attempts 
which  I  had  made,)  that  his  rupture  was 
not  capable  of  being  reduced,  that  he  con¬ 
tented  himfelf  with  a  common  fufpenfory 
bag,  and  found  not  the  leaft  alteration  in 
it,  for  the  fpace  of  three  years.  At  the 
end  of  this  time  he  was  attacked  with  a 
peripneumony,  and  died. 

I  obtained  leave  to  examine  his  body, 
and  found,  that  what  I  had  taken  for  a 

portion 
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portion  of  omentum,  was  a  collection  of 
water  in  the  cells  of  the  tunica  communis 
of  the  fpermatic  veflels,  on  the  outfide  of 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  that  nothing 
elfe  had  paffed  thro’  the  tendon  of  the 
oblique  mufcle  ;  and  that  the  tefticle,  and 
tunica  vaginalis  were  perfectly  unaffected. 

Notwithstanding  the  account,  which 
this  patient  had  given  of  himfelf,  and  of 
his  having  frequently  reduced  his  rupture, 
I  am  fatisfied  that  he  never  had  one  j  and 
that  his  difeafe  had,  from  the  firft,  been 
what  it  at  lad  appeared  to  be.  There  was 
no  fign  of  an  hernial  fac  z  and  tho'  the  re^ 
turn  of  fuch  fac  back  again  into  the  belly, 
after  it  has  been  in  the  groin  or  fcrotum, 
is  a  thing  much  talked  of  by  late  writers, 
I  do  not  believe  that  it  ever  happened. 

This  deel  trufs  did  not  prefs  hard  e- 
nough  to  produce  any  mifchief,  and  was 
thought  not  to  have  kept  his  rupture  up  * 
and  the  fymptoms,  under  which  I  found 
him  labouring,  were  occafioned  merely' 
by  the  dimity  bandage,  fubdituted  in  the 
place  of  his  trufs  :  which  having,  large 
hard  holders,  and  being  buckled  on  very 
tight,  prefled  violently  on  the  fpermatic 
veflels  and  loaded  membrane. 


CASE 
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CASE  IX. 

Healthy  middle-aged  man  applied  to 


XjL  me  one  day,  while  I  was  drelling  the 
Hofpital,  and  fhewed  me  a  confiderable 
fwelling  in  his  fcrotum.  I  examined  it* 
and  told  him  I  believed  it  to  eonfift  of 
water.  He  replied,  he  knew  it ;  for  that 
Mr.  Baker,  then  one  of  thefurgeons  of  the 
Weftminfter  Infirmary,  had  a  few  days 
before  drawn  fome  from  it  by  pundlure 
with  a  lancet.  Upon  hearing  this,  I  exa¬ 
mined  it  again,  imagining  that  I  might 
poffibly  find  it  to  be  blood :  (a  circum- 
flance  which  now  and  then  happens,  after 
tapping  a  common  hydrocele  :)  but  ftill  it 
appeared  to  me  to  have  all  the  marks  of 
a  tumor  from  water,  and  to  be  principally 
in  the  fpermatic  chord.  The  dartos  was 
indeed  a  little  thickened  by  the  infinua- 
tion  of  a  fmall  quantity  of  a  fluid  into 
fome  of  its  cells,  but  the  tefticle  was  much 
too  plainly  diftinguifhable,  for  the  cafe  to 
be  taken  for  a  hydrocele  of  the  tunica  va¬ 
ginalis  j  nor  was  the  upper  part  of  the 

procefs,  in  that  free  date  in  which  it  is 

*•  1  % 

moft  frequently  found,,  in  that  difeafe.  I 


took 
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took  him  into  the  Hofpital,  and  ordered 
him  to  keep  his  bed,  till  I  faw  him  the 
next  day;  at  which  time  I  paffed  a  fmall 
trocar  into  the  anterior  part  of  the  tumor 
a  little  higher  than  ufual  ;  at  firft  a  limpid 
ferum  flowed  freely ;  but  that  foon  flop¬ 
ped,  and  I  was  neeeflitated  to  pafs  a  probe 
frequently  up  the  cannula,  to  get  away  the 
remainder  >  neither  could  I,  either  by  that 
means,  or  by  preflure,  reduce  the  fcrotum 
to  a  proper  ilze,  or  remove  the  fulnefs  of 
the  procefs  above.  I  ordered  the  part  to 
be  fomented  night  and  morning,  and  the 
whole  fcrotum  and  groin  to  be  covered 
with  a  foft  pultice ;  and  that  the  man 
fhould  take  a  folution  of  manna  and  glau- 
ber’s  fait  the  next  morning.  The  appli- 
tions  were  continued,  and  the  purge  re¬ 
peated  every  fecond,  or  third  day,  for  a 
fortnight ;  at  the  end  of  which  time,  the 
fwelling  was  as  large  as  when  I  firft  faw 
it. 

During  this  interval  of  time,  I  frequent¬ 
ly  examined  the  parts  5  and  always  found 
the  tefticle  much  more  free,  and  indepen¬ 
dent,  than  I  had  ever  felt  it  in  a  hydrocele 
of  the  tunica  vaginalis.  It  appeared  to  me, 
from  the  kind  of  fluid  which  had  already 

been 
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been  twice  let  out,  and  from  the  prefent 
appearance  of  the  part,  that  no  cure  would 
be  obtained  without  laying  the  whole 
open  ;  but  as  I  was  by  no  means  certain* 
what  was  the  precife  nature  of  the  difeafe, 
or  in  what  date  the  parts  might  be  found, 
t  informed  the  man  that  it  might  poflibly 
become  neceflary  to  remove  that  tefticle. 

.  i 

To  this  he  confented  ;  and  I  made  an  inci^ 
fion,  thro’  the  akin,  from  the  groin,  down  as 
low  as  the  tefticle  ;  intending,  if  I  had  found 
the  procefs  difeafed,  to  have  caftrated. 

The  incifion  was  followed  by  a  large 
dilcharge  of  water,  not  only  from  the  lower 
part,  where  there  feemed  to  have  been  a 
confiderable  collection  in  one  cavity  ;  but 
from  the  furface  of  the  whole  cellular 
membrane  inclofing  the  fpermatic  veffels. 
Finding  this  membrane  no  other  wray  difi* 
eafed  than  by  the  watery  diftention  of  it§ 

i  * 

cells,  I  went  no  farther  with  my  operation* 
but  filled  the  incifion  lightly,  With  foft  lint. 
For  three  or  four  days  the  difcharge  of 
ferum  was  large ;  but  that  ceafing,  a  plen¬ 
tiful  fuppuration  fucceeded ;  which  was 
followed  by  a  perfect  fubfidence  of  the 
whole  tumor  ;  and  in  due  time  the  wopnd 
healed,  and  the  man  obtained  a  cure. 

F  CASE 
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CASE  X. 

f 

\  .  _ •  '  -  ■  • 

A  Gentleman  about  thirty-five  years  of 
age,  cameoutof  the  North,  to  Lon¬ 
don,  for  the  affiftance  of  Mr.  William 
Sharpe,  in  the  cafe  of  a  large  tumor  of 
the  fcrotum;  which,  he  faid,  had  been 
coming  five  or  fix  years. 

The  account  which  he  gave  of  it  was, 
that  at  firft  it  was  fmall,  eafily  (as  he 
thought)  put  up,  but  came  down  again 
immediately ;  which  he  attributed  to  his 
not  having  been  accommodated  with  a 
proper  bandage ;  that  at  the  end  of  a- 
bout  nine  months,  or  rather  more,  he 
found  that  he  could  not  reduce  it  at  all, 
whatever  pains  he  took,  or  whatever  po- 
fture  he  put  himfelf  into  ;  and  that  from 
this  time,  its  increafe  had  been  daily  more 
apparent.  The  cafe  was  Angular  $  and 
Mr.  Sharpe  defired  me  to  fee  it  with  him. 

The  fcrotum  was  of  a  moft  prodigious 
fize ;  it  hung  more  than  half-way  down 
to  the  patient’s  knee  ;  it  was  very  ill  fup- 
ported,  by  an  aukward  bag  of  his  own 
making  $  and,  toward  the  lower  part,  was 

much 
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much  ulcerated,  by  negledted  excoriations,. 
Different  parts  of  the  tumor  felt  very  dif¬ 
ferently  }  in  fome  places,  it  was  hard  f  in 
fome,  foft ;  and  in  others,  a  thin  fluid  was 
palpably  difcoverable.  The  fpermatic 
procefs  was  large  and  full,  quite  up  to  the 
groin ;  the  aperture  in  the  abdominal 
mufcle  was  confiderably  dilated  by  it  j  and 
when  the  patient  coughed,  the  whole  tu¬ 
mor  was  manifeftly  diftended :  his  ftools 
were  regular,  his  appetite  good,  his  urine 
proper  in  quality,  but  very  deficient  in 
quantity ,  his  foie  complaints  were,  a  pain 
in  his  back  (proceeding  as  we  fuppofed 
from  the  weight  of  the  ferotum)  s  and  a 
languor,  and  difpiritednefs,  which  he  had 
not  been  accuftomed  to,  and  could  not 
account  for. 

The  feel  of  fome  part  of  the  tumor,  was 
like  that  of  an  intefiinal  hernia,  in  which 
there  is  no  fcri&ure,  and  the  gut  does  its 
office  in  fcroto  ;  but  other  parts  of  it  were 
fo  unlike  to  this,  and  the'  upper  part  of 
it  toward  the  groin  was  fo  large,  and  fa 
hard,  that  we  remained  in  great  doubt 
concerning  the  true  nature  of  the  contents. 

When  we  had  fufficiently  examined  the 
tumor  in  an  eredt  pofture,  we  put  the  pa- 

F  2  tient 


6$  A  Treatise  on 

tient  into  a  fupine  one,  which  produced  a 
confiderable  alteration  in  the  appearances. 
The  tumor  became  manifeftly  lefs,  and 
fofter;  and  feemed,  by  retiring,  to  occa- 
fion  a  large  fwelling  on  that  fide  of  the 
belly,  juft  above  the  os  ilion,  tending 
backward  toward  the  region  of  the  kidney. 
Upon  continued  preffure,  the  contents  of 
the  ferotum  feemed  to  recede  ftill  more  ; 
and  ftill  as  they  receded,  the  fwelling  on 
the  fide  of  the  belly  increafed.  When  we 
had  got  up  to  a  certain  point,  we  could 
get  up  no  more ;  but  during  our  endea- 
'  vours,  to  return  as  much  as  we  could,  we 
clearly  difeovered  that  the  tumor  in  the 
ferotum,  and  that  within  the  belly,  were 
produced  by  the  fame  body ;  that  there 
was  a  palpable  and  free  fludluation,  from 
the  one  to  the  other  ;  and  that  the 
harder  parts  were  mere  indurations,  and 
thickenings  of  the  integuments  and  com- 
mon  membrane. 

The  burden  was  fo  great,  that  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  defirous  of  being  eafed,  at  any 
rate.  We  communicated  to  him  our  opi¬ 
nions,  our  fufpicions,  fears,  and  uncer¬ 
tainty  ;  and  told  him  what  hazard  might 
poflibly  be  incurred,  by  adting  according 
, :  *  to 
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to  the  former,  if  we  ftiould  be  miftaken  y 
but  he  being  determined  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  relief,  at  all  events,  and  we  being 
prepared,  as  well  as  we  could  for  what¬ 
ever  might  happen,  made  a  fmall  incifiorx 
into  the  lower  and  anterior  part  of  the  tu¬ 
mid  fcrotum. 

As  foon  as  we  had  divided  the  flcin,  a 
quantity  of  clear  limpid  water  burft  forth, 
of  which  we  caught  above  a  quart ;  and 
then  the  opening  was  flopped,  by  fome- 
thing  which  thruft  itfelf  out,  and  looked 
like  a  piece  of  cellular  membrane  loaded 
with  water.  We  cut  a  part  of  it  off,  and 
gently  pufhed  back  the  reft  with  a  probe ; 
while,  by  moderate  and  continued  preflure, 
we  drained  off  eleven  Winchefter  pints  of 
water. 

When  we  could  get  no  more  away,  wo 
would  have  enlarged  the  opening  ;  but  our 
patient  found  himfelf  fo  lightned,  and  fo 
eafy,  that  he  would  not  permit  it. 

The  fcrotum,  it  is  true,  was  confide^ 
rably  leffened  y  but  in  no  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  water  which  had  been  drawn 
off  :  the  whole  fpermatic  procefs,  from  the 
tefticle  quite  up  to  the  belly,  was  ftiil 
large  and  full  y  and  the  abdominal  opening 

f  3  m 
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fiill  dilated  by  a  large  body  paffing  thro* 
it ;  but,  as  the  fwelling  in  the  belly  could 
not  now  be  felt  in  any  pofture,  and  as  the 
fcrotum  was  reduced  to  fuch  a  fize,  as  to 
be  eafily  fupportable  by  a  bag  trufs,  he 
determined  to  wait  the  effect  of  what  had 
already  been  done.  In  little  more  than  a 
month  we  faw  him  again,  the  tumor  in  the 
fide  of  the  belly  was  as  apparent,  the  fluc¬ 
tuation  as  palpable,  and  the  burden  as  great 
as  when  we  firft:  fawr  him.  His  health 
was  fiill  good  in  general  ;  but  his  face  ap^- 
peared  to  me  to  be  more  pale  and  wan, 
and  he  complained  fiill  more  of  thirft  and 
languor. 

As  we  were  now  fure  of  the  nature  of 

the  contents,  we  divided  the  whole  fcro~ 
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turn  from  the  bottom  upward.  The  lower 
part  was  formed  into  a  cyft,  or  bag,  made 
by  the  preflu  re  of  the  water,  which  was 
difcharged  upon  the  firft  introduction  of  the 
knife  *,  but  all  the  reft:  of  the  tumor  was 
formed,  by  the  diffufion  of  ferum  thro*  all 
the  ftructure  of  the  tunica  communis,  the 
cells  of  which  were  all  much  enlarged  with 
it,  quite  up  to  the  groin  ;  the  tefiicle  being 
very  diftindt,  and  free  from  difeafe,  The 
ferum  ooz«d  freely  from  all  parts  of  this 

-  '  mem  bran© 
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membrane  by  gentle  preflure ;  and  as  it 
feemed  to  fublide  confiderablv  thereby,  we 
meddled  no  farther,  but  contented  our- 
felves  with  filling  the  incifion  lightly  with 
dry  lint,  and  fufpending  the  fcrotum  in  a 
bag  trufs. 

During  the  firft  two  or  three  days,  the 
difcharge  of  water  was  conftant  and  plen¬ 
tiful  ;  and  the  fore  was  (as  might  be  ex- 
petfted)  crude,  and  undigefted ;  but  without 
any  of  that  inflammatory  hardnefs  and 
fwelling,  which  wounds,  made  in  fuch 
parts,  in  healthy  fanguine  people,  generally 
have  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  lips  were  flaccid, 
and  foft  ;  it  is  true,  he  was  perfedty  free 
from  fever  or  pain ;  and  except  the  circum- 
ftances  juft  mentioned  of  thirft  and  lan¬ 
guor,  he  had  no  apparent  diforder  ;  but 
they  were  great  and  troublefome.  The 
difcharge  of  water  continued  large,  and 
his  wound  neither  digefted  nor  inflamed  ; 
nor  did  it  wear  any  the  leaft  appearance  of 
gangrene,  or  mortification  ;  his  languor 
and  anxiety  increafed  daily ;  and  on  the 
14th  day  from  that  of  the  operation,  he 
died  the  fore  ftill  wearing  the  fame  face. 

Upon  opening  his  body,  we  found  all 
the  cellular  membrane  which  inverted  the 

F  4  fpermatic. 
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fpermatic  veffels  within  the  abdomen, 
loaded  with  water,  and  diftended  in  a  very 
irregular  manner,  from  the  origin  of  the 
faid  veffels  quite  down  to  the  opening  of 
the  oblique  mufcle j  at  this  place  it  was 
contrafted  into  a  round,  or  rather  a  flat- 
tifh  body,  of  lefs  fize,«  but  ftill  fo  large,  as 
to  dilate  the  opening  in  the  tendon  confi- 
derably.  Below  this  it  was  again  expand¬ 
ed,  and  diftended  with  water,  thro*  all  its 
cells  $  but  the  tefticle,  and  its  tunica  vagi-r 
nalis  were  in  a  found  ftate,  and  perfectly 
unaffected  by  the  difeafe. 

Was  it  the  large  difcharge  of  ferum,  or 
the  free  divifion  of  membranous  parts, 
which  occafioned  this  gentleman’s  death  ? 
For  my  own  part,  I  am  inclined  to  attri¬ 
bute  it  to  the  former  ;  for  though  an  in- 
cifion,  made  in  parts  of  fuch  ftrudture,  and 
fo  difeafed,  does  fometimes  prove  fatal, 
yet  the  parts  themfelves  in  fuch  cafe,  ge¬ 
nerally  fhew,  by  a  gangrenous  or  mortis 
fled  appearance,  what  {hare  fuch  operation 
has  in  the  patient’s  deftruftion. 

In  this  cafe,  there  was  indeed  no  dige^ 
ftion,  nor  any  of  that  inflammation,  which 
always  precedes  fuppuration  y  nor,  on  the 
Other  hand,  was  there  any  appearance  like 

gangrene 


'  the  HYDROCELE,  &c.  73 

gangrene  or  fphacelus;  but  his  manner 
of  dying  was  very  much  like  that  of  thofe 
who  are  deftroyed  by  large  haemorrhages. 


SECT.  VL 

The  encysted  Hydrocele  of  ths 
Tunica  communis. 


THIS  fpecies  of  Hydrocele  has  its  feat 
in  the  fame  part  as  the  preceding, 
viz,  the  tunica  communis,  or  cellular 
membrane,  which  invefts  the  fpermatic 
veffels  :  with  this  difference,  that  in  the 
former  the  water  is  diffufed  in  general 
thro*  all  the  cells  of  the  membrane  ;  where¬ 
as  in  this,  it  is  contained  in  one  cavity  only. 
If  any  of  the  three  kinds  of  hydrocele  de- 

t  X 

ferves  the  name  of  encyfted,  it  is  this. 
The  water  which  conftitutes  it,  being  all 
contained  in  a  bag,  formed  in  the  fame 
manner,  as  all  the  coats,  of  all  encyfted 
tumors  are,  viz,  by  mere  preffure,  and 
condenfation  of  the  common  membrane. 

It  is  a  complaint  by  no  means  infre^ 
<juentf  efpecially  in  children,  It  was  very 

well 
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well  known  to  many  of  the  Ancients,  and 
has  been  very  accurately  defcribed  by  fome 
of  them*  ;  but  later  writers  have  often 
miftaken  it  for,  and  reprefented  it  as,  a 
fpecies  of  wind-rupture,  or  pneumatocele  j 
a  difeafe  exifting  in  their  imaginations 
only.  It  mod:  frequently  poffeifes  the 
middle  part  of  the  procefs,  between  the 
tefticle  and  groin,  and  is  generally  of  an 

oblong 

*  By  Albucafis,  by  Celfus,  Paulus  iEgineta,  and  others. 
The  laft  has  particularly  diftinguifhed  this  kind  of  hy¬ 
drocele,  from  that  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  by  a  very  juff 
defcription  of  both  ;  u  Si  humor  in  membrana  fupernata 
6t  coierit,  tumor  alterius  tefticuli  imaginem  exhibet* 
Quibusin  Erythroide tunica  humor comprehenfus eft, 
*c  tumor  rotundus  paululum,  et  ovi  mqdolongiufculus  ; 
his  tefticulus  in  confpedtuna  non  venit,  nt  quiundj- 
quaque  fit  impljcitus.” 

The  former  of  thefe  defections  our  countryman  Peter 
Towe,  has  moil  probably  copied,,  when  he  fays,  “  It  is 
fometimes  inclofed  in  a  membrane,  and  appeared* 
like  a  third  tefticle.” 

Heifterfpeaks  of  this  fpecies  of  hydrocele  as  very  rare, 
only  quotes  the  authority  of  others  to  prove  itsexiftence, 
and  feems  in  fome  meafure  to  confound  it  with  a  coflec¬ 
tion  of  fluid  in  a  congenial  hernial  fac, 

Page  842,  he  fays,  u  Quandoque  tamen  etiam,  ut 
ec  nonnulliau tores referunt,  inperitonaei  proceflu,fupra 
*c  tefticulum,  liquor  praeter  naturam  colligitur  :  imo 
etiam  in  produdlione  peritonaei,  ab  inteftinorum  her*  * 
nia  orta,  copiofumliquoremincadavere,  fe&iojiealj- 

quand# 


the  HYDROCELE,  &c,  75 

oblong  figure ;  whence  it  has  by  fome 
people  been  compared  to  an  egg,  by  others 
to  a  fifh’s  bladder.  Whether  it  be  large 
or  fmall,  it  is  generally  pretty  tenfe,  and 
confequently  the  fluctuation  of  the  water 
within  it,  not  always  immediately,  or  eafily 
perceptible ;  for  which  reafon  it  has  been 
fuppofed  to  contain  air  only.  It  gives  no 
pain,  nor  (unlefs  it  be  very  large  indeed) 
does  it  hinder  any  neceflary  action,  It  is 
perfectly  circumfcribed ;  and  has  no  com*? 
munication,  either  with  the  cavity  of  the 
belly  above,  or  that  of  the  vaginal  coat 
of  the  teflicle  below  it.  The  teftis  and 

its 

quando  deprehendi.”  And  in  a  note  on  thispaflage, 
be  adds,  ”  Weidemannus,  nec  non  Boerhavius,  item^ 
queGarengeotus  et  Draniusmemorantiftiufmodi  hy» 
*c  droceles  cafus  quandoque  obfervari  ;  ubi  digito  con- 
tingi  teftjculus  queat ;  atque  tunc  fupra  tefticulumin 
4<  peritonasi  procefTu  tumorcm  et  humorem  confiftere. 

In  enterocele  autem  contrarium  quandoque  ufu  ve- 
ct  nire,  propterea  quod  inteftina  interdum,  ut  fupra 
**  monui,  ufque  in  tunicam  vaginalem,  per  feptum  illud 
€i  naturaie,  quod  tefticulum  a  parte  fuperiori  proceifus 
peritonasi  diftinguit  penetraverunt.” 

“  Sed  rari  admodum  fint  necefte  eft,  ad  quos  modo 
tc  laudati  autores  provocant  cafus.  Ego  fane  quanquam 
plurimos  homines  enterocele,  non  minus  quam  hy- 
drocelelaborantes  fanaverim,  nunquam  tamen  adhuc 
**  ita  rem  inyeni3 
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its  epididymis,  are  perfectly  and  diftindly 
to  be  felt  below  the  tumor,  and  are  abfb~ 
lutely  independent  of  it.  The  upper  part 
of  the  fpermatic  procefs  in  the  groin  is 
moft  frequently  very  diflinguifhable.  The 
fwelling  does  not  retain  the  impreffion  of 
the  fingers  j  and  when  lightly  ftruck  upon, 
founds  as  if  it  contained  wind  only.  It 
undergoes  no  alteration  from  change  of 
the  patient’s  pofture ;  nor  is  affedted  by 
his  coughing,  fneezing,  &c .  and  has  no 
effect  on  the  difcharge  per  anum. 

Thefe  marks  (while  the  difeafe  is  fimplc 
and  uncombined  with  any  other)  are  fuf- 
ficient  to  diffcinguifh  it  by,  from  all  others 
which  may  affect  the  fame  part  ;  but  it 
fometimes  happens,  that  the  prefect  com^ 
plaint  is  found  connedled  either  with  a 
true  hernia,  or  with  a  hydrocele  of  the 
tunica  vaginalis  5  by  which  the  cafe  is  ren- 
dered  complex,  and  lefs  eafy  to  be  under^- 
flood. 

In  this,  as  in  every  other  cafe,  where 
from  a  complication  of  fymptoms  and  ap¬ 
pearances,  a  combination  of  difeafes  may 
be  fufpedted,  there  is  but  one  method  of 
invefligating  the  truth  ;  which  is,  to  con- 
fider  carefully  what  diforders  the  part  ag- 
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grieved  is  naturally  liable  to  $  what  the 
diftindt  fymptoms  and  appearances  of  each 
of  thofe  are  ;  and  what  are  the  effedts  of 
the  prefent  complaint.  The  two  difeafes 
with  which  this  kind  of  hydrocele  is  moft 
likely  to  be  combined,  are,  as  I  faid  be¬ 
fore,  an  hydrocele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis 
teftis,  and  a  true  hernia  ;  the  parts  within 
the  groin,  the  fpermatic  procefs,  and  the 
fcrotum  being  the  feat  of  all  three. 

One  mark,  or  charadleriftic  of  an  hydro¬ 
cele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis,  is,  that 
it  poflefles  and  diftends  the  inferior  part  of 
the  fcrotum ;  and  that  the  tefticle  being 
nearly,  (thoJ  not  abfolutely)  furrounded  by 
the  water,  it  very  feldom  happens,  that 
the  former  can  be  clearly  and  plainly  di- 
ftinguifhed  by  the  fingers  of  an  examiner  ; 
whereas  in  the  encyfted  collection,  in  the 
membranes  of  the  chord,  the  tumor  is  al¬ 
ways  above  the  tefticle,  which  is  obvious 
and  plain  to  be  felt  below  it. 

Another  circumftance  worth  attending 
ao,  is,  that  altho’  the  fluid  in  a  hydrocele 
of  the  vaginal  coat  does  fo  nearly  furround 
the  teftis,  as  to  render  it  often  not  very , 
cafy  to  be  diftinguifhed,  yet  the  different 
parts  of  the  tumor  have  always  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent 
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ferent  feel  :  for  inftance,  in  all  thofe  points 
where  the  vaginal  tunic  is  loofe,  and  un¬ 
connected  with  the  tunica  albuginea,  the 
tumor  is  foft  and  compreflible,  and  gives 
a  clear  idea  of  the  contained  fluid ;  but 
when  thefe  two  coats  are  continuous,  or 
make  one  and  the  fame  membrane,  and 
have  no  cavity  between  them  (which  is 
the  cafe  on  the  middle  and  pofterior  part) 
there  will  always  be  found  a  hardnefs  and 
firmnefs,  very  unlike  to  what  is  to  be  found 
in  all  thofe  places,  where  the  diftance  %  be¬ 
tween  the  two  tunics  leaves  room  for  the 
collection  of  a  fluid  :  now  the  hydrocele 
of  the  chord  being  formed  in  the  mere  cel¬ 
lular  membrane  of  it,  is  the  fame  to  the 
touch  in  all  the  parts  of  the  tumor,  and 
feels  like  a  diftended  bladder  thro’  every 
point  of  it. 

The  free  ftate  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
fpermatic  procefs,  while  the  tumor  is 
forming  below ;  the  gradual  accumulation 
of  the  fluid,  and  confequently  the  gradual 
growth  of  the  fwelling  ;  the  indolent  and 
\inaltering  ftate  of  it  $  its  being  incapable  of 

reduction  * 

*  u  Tunica  Erythroides  naturae  nervofae,  in  gibba. 
<c  quidem  et  anteriore  e  tefticulo  libera  eft,  in  concaya 
u  et  pofteriori  ipfi  adherefcit  ex  peritonaso  griginem 
**  Wakens.”  Paulus  /Egineta. 
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redudion,  or  return  into  the  belly  from  the 
firft  ^  its  being  always  unaffeded  by  the 
patient's  coughing,  or  fneezing  j  and  the 
uninterrupted  freedom  of  the  faecal  dif- 
charge  per  anum,  will  always  diftinguifh 
it  from  an  inteftinal  hernia ;  and  he  who 
miftakes  it  for  an  omental  one,  mull  be 
very  ignorant,  or  very  heedlefs. 

Now,  altho’  there  may  not  always  be  fuch 
external  marks  as  may,  to  the  eye,  explain 
the  combination  of  thefe  difeafes  with  each 
other  ;  yet  the  particular  feat,  and  fymptom 
of  each  being  known,  and  the  fenfations 
which  they  produce  to  the  fingers  of  an 
intelligent  examiner  being  well  under- 
flood,  when  fuch  mixed  charaderiftics  are 
found  in  the  fame  fubjed,  we  may  realon- 
ably  conclude  the  cafe  to  be  complex,  and 
ad  accordingly. 

I  have  indeed  feen  an  encyfled  hydros 
cele,  lituated  fo  high  toward  the  groin,  as 
to  render  the  perception  of  the  fpermatic 
veflels  very  obfcure,  or  even  impradicable  $ 
but  then,  the  ftate  and  appearance  of  the 
tefticle,  and  the  abfence  of  every  fymptom 
proceeding  from  confinement  of  the  inte- 
ftinal  canal,  were  futficient  marks  of  the 
true  nature  of  the  complaint. 
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Infants  are  much  more  fubjedt  to  thi§ 
difeafe,  than  adults ;  tho’  it  often  affedts 
the  latter. 

In  young  children,  it  frequently  diffi- 
pates  in  a  Ihort  time,  efpecially  if  aflifted 
by  warm  fomentation,  and  an  open  belly. 

If  it  does  not  difperfe,  that  is,  if  it  be 
not  abforbed,  the  point  of  a  lancet  will 
give  difcharge  to  the  water  y  and  in  young 
children,  will  moft  frequently  produce  a 
cure :  but  in  adults,  the  cyft  formed  by 
the  prefliire  of  the  fluid  does  fometimes 
become  fo  thick,  as  to  require  divifion 
thro*  its  whole  length  y  which  operation 
may  in  general  be  performed  with  great 
cafe,  and  perfedt  fafety :  I  fay  in  general, 
becaufe  it  is  moft  frequently  fo y  tho’  I 
have  feen,  even  this,  flight  as  it  may  feem, 
prove  troublefome,  hazardous,  and  fatal. 
Of  fuch  confequence  are  wounds  in  mem-* 
branous  parts  in  fame  particular  habits. 

CASE  XL 

*  r  i 

A  Lad  about  fixteen  years  old,  was  taken 
into  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital, 
with  a  complaint  which  he  had  been  told 
was  a  rupture. 

The 
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The  tumor  was  large  ;  of  an  oblong  fi¬ 
gure  ;  began  juft  below  the  exit  of  the 
fpermatic  veftels,  from  the  belly  $  and  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  bottom  of  the  fcrotum  :  but 

•  n  1  \  „ 

in  the  middle  of  it,  was  a  depreffion,  or 
ftridture,  which  feemed  to  divide  it  nearly 
into  two  equal  parts.  The  upper  part  was 
fo  high,  that  I  could  not  feel  the  fpermatic 
procefs,  at  all  fatisfadlorily ;  and  altbo’ 
there  was  palpably  a  fluid  in  the  whole 
of  the  fwelling,  yet  the  upper  and  lower 
parts  of  it  did  not  feem  to  communicate 
with  each  other ;  at  leaft  the  fludiuation 
thro’  them  was  not  difcernible.  As  he  had 
never  had  any  fymptom  of  a  true  hernia ; 
and  as  the  account  he  gave,  of  the  gradual 
formation  of  the  tumor,  joined  to  the 
fludiuation,  &c.  convinced  me  that  it  was 
principally,  if  not  totally  water,  I  pierced 
the  lower  part  carefully,  and  drew  off  near¬ 
ly  half  a  pint  of  a  yellowifh  ferum  ;  by 
which  means  the  fcrotum  became  imme- 

V 

diately  empty  and  rugous,  and  the  tefticle 
clearly  diftinguifhable  :  but  the  upper  part 
of  the  fwelling  remained  as  large,  and  as 
tenfe  as  before  ;  nor  could  I  by  any  means 
obtain  a  drop  of  fluid  more  from  below. 

G  The 
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The  next  day  I  ordered  him  a  brifik 
purge,  which  operated  well  ;  and  two  or 
three  days  after,  being  fatisfied  that  the 
inteftinal  canal  could  have  no  fhare  in  the 
complaint,  I  thruft  a  lancet,  into  the  an¬ 
terior  part  of  the  upper  tumor  ;  by  which 
means  a  quantity  of  limpid  ferum  was 
difcharged,  and  the  whole  fwelling  imme¬ 
diately  difappeared  ;  leaving  the  fpermatic 
veffels  free,  and  eafily  diftinguifhable. 

In  a  few  days  he  left  the  Hofpital ;  and 
at  the  end  of  a  year,,  or  a  little  more*  he 
came  to  me  again,  with  the  lower  part  of 
the  fcrotum  full ;  but  without  any  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  tumor  above.,  In  fhort,  his 
former  date  confided  of  a  complication 
©f  the  encyfted  hydrocele  of  the  fpermatic 
chord*  with  that  of  the  tunica  vaginalis 
teftis  :  the  former  was  cured  by  the  firfl 
pundture,  the  latter  was  now  as  full  as 
ever. 

Confidering  the  lad’s  age,  and  tempera¬ 
ment,  I  advifed  him  to-  fubmit  to  the  ope¬ 
ration  for  the  radical  cure  by  ineilion  ; 
which  operation  was  performed,  and  he 
got  well  in  about  feven  weeks ;  nor  has  had 
any  return  of  either  complaint  fince. 


CASE 
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CASE  XIL 

Man  about  thirty-five,  who  had  for 


fome  years  been  troubled  with  a  hy¬ 
drocele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  which  had 
^  often  been  emptied  by  pun&ure,  came  to 
me  for  advice. 

The  fwelling  in  the  fcrotum,  he  faid, 
was  now  about  one  third  of  the  fize  it 
ufed  to  be  of,  when  he  had  been  accuftom- 
ed  to  have  it  tapped :  it  was  not  tenfe  ; 
was  of  an  irregular  figure  ;  and  plainly 
contained  a  fluid.  But  it  was  not  on  ac- 
count  of  this  tumor  that  he  applied  to  me. 

Within  two  months  paft  he  had  difco- 
vered  another  fmall  fwelling ;  higher  up 
towards  his  groin ;  perfectly-  diftindt  froin 
the  lower  one :  it  was  about  the  fize  of 
the  largeft  French  walnut  ;  of  an  oblong 
figure;  abfolutely  indolent;  very  tenfe; 
and  left  the  fpermatic  procefs,  at  its  exit 
from  the  abdomen,  perfectly  free. 

From  the  appearance  which  thefe  tu¬ 
mors  made,  and  from  the  patient's  account, 
I  made  no  doubt  of  the  nature  of  the  cafe, 
viz.  that  the  upper  one  was  made  by  a 
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collection  of  water,  in  a  cyft,  formed  in 
the  cellular  membrane  which  makes  the 
tunica  communis  of  the  fpermatic  veffels  > 
and  that  the  lower  one  was  a  true  hydro¬ 
cele,  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis. 

Upon  this  prefumption,  I  pierced  the 
upper  one  with  a  lancet y  and  let  out  a 
fmall  wine-glafs  full  of  dear  limpid  ferum. 
The  tumor  immediately  fubfided,  and  left 
the  whole  fpermatic  procefs  free ;  but  the 
lower  fwelling  was  not  at  all  affedted  by 
what  had  been  done  above.  The  punc¬ 
ture  was  well  in  a  day  or  two  5  and  the 
hydrocele  of  the  vaginal  coatr  not  being 
full  enough  to  be  at  all  troublefome,  he 
would  not  permit  me  to  meddle  with  that. 
At  the  end  of  about  nine  months  he  fent 
for  me  j  his  hydrocele  was  full  and  large, 
but  he  had  not  the  fmalleft  appearance  of 
the  tumor  in  the  procefs.  The  water  was 
let  out  by  pundture,  as  ufual ;  as  it  has 
been  feveral  times  fince  ;  but  he  has  never 
fuffered  any  return  of  the  collection  in 
the  procefs. 

r  \  * 

■  CASE 

i  *  /»  .  < 

,•  -i.  I.  . 
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CASE  XIII. 

I 

A  Lad  about  fourteen  years  old,  was 
brought  into  St.  Bartholomew's  Ho- 
Ipital,  for  a  rupture  ;  which  a  furgeon  (who 
had  feen  him  at  home)  had  told  his  friends, 
was  not  in  a  iituation  to  admit  delay  :  and 
it  being  my  week  for  accidents,  I  was  fent 
for  immediately.  I  found  a  large  tumor, 
full,  and  tight,  poffeiling  the  whole  fper- 
matic  procefs  and  fcrotum,  from  the  groin 
quite  down  to  the  tefticle ;  which  was  in¬ 
dependent  of  it,  and  perfectly  didinguiih- 
.able.  As  he  lay  on  his  back,  it  was  per¬ 
fectly  indolent ;  but  in  an  ereCt  podure, 
or  in  the  aCtion  of  {looping,  he  complained 
of  pain  :  it  was  not  tender  to  the  touch, 
unlefs  preffed  hard ;  and  it  was  nearly  of 
equal  fize  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  ;  it 
bore  fo  hard  again  it  the  opening  in  the 
abdominal  mufcle,  that  I  could,  by  no 
means,  feel  the  fpermatic  procefs ;  he  faid, 
that  it  had  appeared  within  a  week;  and, 
that  he  had  had  no  (tool  for  five  days  pad. 

Some  of  thefe  were  circumftances  of 
importance,  and  might  be  occafioned  by 
a  driCture  on  the  inteflinal  canal  :  but,  on 
i  G  3  the 
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the  other  hand,  his  pulfe  was  foft,  calm* 
and  quiet;  and  his  fkin  cool  :  he  had  nei¬ 
ther  tight  belly,  naufea,  hiccough,  nor 
vomiting  ;  nor  any  other  fymptom  (general 
or  particular)  deducible  from  fuch  caufe. 

From  the  mere  appearance,  and  feel  of 
the  tumor,  I  fhould  have  fuppofed  it  to  be 
caufed  by  water;  but  the  difficulty  of  di- 
fHnguiffiing  the  fpermatic  procefs  above, 
the  freedom  of  the  tefticle  below,  and 
the  want  of  ftools,  made  me  h  eft  t  ate. 

But  tho’  I  was  in  fome  doubt  concern- 
ing  the  precife  nature  of  the  cafe,  yet  I  was 
very  clear,  there  was  no  immediate  necef- 
fity  for  an  operation.  Therefore  having 
found,  that  I  could  not  return  any  part  of 
the  contents  of  the  tumor  into  the  belly, 
I  took  away  fixteen  ounces  of  blood  from 
fiis  arm  ;  ordered  a  glyfter  to  be  thrown 
tip  immediately  ;  and  two  fpoonfuls  of  a 
purging  mixture,  to  be  taken  every  two 
hours,  until  a  plentiful  difcharge  per  anum 
fhould  be  procured. 

He  took  his  mixture  only  twice,  and 
had  fix  large  ftools  that  afternoon ;  and 
when  I  faw  him  the  next  morning,  he  was 
perfectly  well  in  health,  but  the  tumor 
the  fame,  I  examined  it  again, 

md 
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•and  again,  and  was  ftill  more  pofitive,  that 
it  contained  a  fluid  :  but  whether  that  fluid 
Was  in  the  tunica  communis,  or  in  a  her¬ 
nial  fac,  I  could  by  no  means  be  clear. 
However,  as  there  was  no  pofiible  me¬ 
thod  of  getting  rid  of  it  but  by  an  opening, 

I  determined  to  make  one  with  fuch  cau¬ 
tion,  as  to  be  prepared  for  whatever  might 
happen. 

I  made  a  final!  incifion,  into  the  ante¬ 
rior,  and  lower  part  :  when  I  had  divided 
the  ikin  and  cellular  membrane,  I  found 
a  firm  hard  membrane,  which  I  took  for 
the  fac  of  an  hernia  :  this  1  divided  with 
the  fame  caution,  and  gave  difcharge  to 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  ferum  j  upon 
which  the  whole  fwclling  immediately 
fubfided,  the  fpermatic  procefs  appeared 
in  a  natural  ftate,  and  the  opening  in  the 
tendon  undilated. 

The  incifion  was  drefled  fuperficially* 
and  healed  in  a  few  days. 

Within  lefs  than  half  a  year  he  came  to 
me  again,  with  the  fwelling  as  large,  and 
tinder  the  fame  apparent  circumftances,  as 
before.  His  habit  was  fo  good,  and  I  fo 
well  remembered  the  tourfmefs  of  the 

o 

cyft,r  at  the  firfl:  operation,  that  I  made 

G  4  no 
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no  fcruple  of  advifing  him  to  have  it  laid 
open  thro'  its  whole  length.  To  this  he 
fubmitted,  and  obtained  a  perfeft  cure, 

\  : 

■  -i  -  *  \ 

CASE  XIV, 

A  Man  about  forty,  fervant  to  one  of  the 
governors  of  St.  Bartholomew’s  Ho- 
fpital,,  came  thither  for  advice  concerning  a 
rupture  ;  which,  he  faid,  the  furgeons  in 
the  country  had  often  endeavoured  to  put 
Up,  but  had  never  fucceeded. 

The  groin  and  all  the  upper  part  of  the 
fcrotum,  was  large  and  full ;  but  the  te- 
fticle  below  very  fair,  and  diftindt  from  the 
tumor.  The  account  which  he  gave,  was, 
that  he  firft  perceived  the  beginning  of 
tlie  fwelling,  in  the  evening  of  a  day,  in 
which  he  had  ridden  a  very  hard  fox  chace  ; 
and  had  been  a  good  deal  hurt  by  a  fall 
over  his  horfe’s  head.  That  at  firft  it  was 
fmall ;  and  that  it  had  gradually  increafed 
ever  fince.  That  it  had  never  been  up 
ftnce  it  firft  appeared.  That  he  conftantly 
felt  a  dull  kind  of  uneafinefs  in  it  ^  and 
that  it  was  very  troublefome  to  him  when 
on  horfeback  ;  which  he  was  frequently 

obligee! 
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obliged  to  be,  as  his  bulinefs  was  that  of 
an  huntfman.  I  examined  the  cafe  care¬ 
fully,  and  was  fatisfied  that  it  was  water, 
and  not  in  the  vaginal  coat  of  the  tefticle. 
He  had  for  fome  time  worn  atrufs,  which 
had  rendered  the  part  uneafy  ;  had  lived 
freely  with  regard  to  liquor ;  had  a  yel- 
lownefs  in  his  countenance,  which  had  an 
unhealthy  appearance  ;  his  legs  were  ra¬ 
ther  too  full ;  and  he  had,  for  a  little  while 

4  .  ... 

paft,  been  under  the  direction  of  a  phy- 
lician  in  the  country. 

I  did  not  like  his  appearance,  confider- 
ing  him  as  the  fuhje£t  of  an  operation,  and 
therefore  advifed  him  to  return  into  the 
country,  and  continue  to  follow  his  doftors 
dire&ion.  * 

At  the  diftance  of  three  or  four  months, 
he  came  to  the  hofpital  again.  He  had 
now  the  appearance  of  very  good  health. 
His  countenance  was  fre£b ;  his  appetite 
keen  ;  his  urine  in  proper  quantity ;  and 
his  legs  fine.  His  tumor  was  larger ;  and 
he  faid  it  was  become  fo  troublefome, 
that  if  fomething  was  not  done  for  it,  he 
mu  ft  quit  his  fervice,  and  go  to  the  parifti. 

I  could  have  wifhed,  that  his  former 
ftate  foad  been  different  5  but  having  ap- 
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prized  him,  how  much  that  added  to  the 
hazard  of  any  attempt  toward  curing  him, 
I  made  an  incilion  the  whole  length  of 
the  tumor,  and  gave  difeharge  to  a  confi- 
derable  quantity  of  clear  water. 

The  cyft  was  firm  and  thick,  and  for¬ 
med  in  the  common  tela  cellulofa  of  the 
chord. 

For  three  days  the  wound  difeharged  a 
large  quantity  of  ferum,  but  it  neither  be¬ 
came  tumid,  nor  inflamed  ;  his  pulfe  be¬ 
came  hard,  and  frequent  ;  he  was  thirfty, 
and  reftlefs,  and  had  a  languor  in  his 
countenance  which  I  did  not  like.  On 
the  fourth  day  the  difeharge  of  water 
ceafed,  but  the  incifion  flill  remained  cold, 
lax  and  flabby  ^  and  was  fo  far  from  {hew¬ 
ing  any  tendency  to  fuppurate,  that,  on 
the  contrary,  the  edges  began  to  be  livid. 

Bark,  and  cordial  medicines,  were  pre¬ 
ferred  by  the  phyfician  ;  and  fomentation, 
pultice,  and  animated  digeftive  dreffings 
were  applied  ;  but  to  no  purpofe.  On 
the  fixth  day  he  complained  of  a  burning 
heat  in  his  back  and  kidneys,  while  his 
extremities  were  cold  and  damp  ;  on  the 
feventh  he  became  delirious^  and  that 
evening  died. 


All 
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All  the  cellular  membrane  in  the  pelvis, 
and  about  the  loins,  and  kidneys,  was  ex- 
ceflively  diftended  with  air,  and  in  feveral 
places  difcoloured ;  and  in  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen  was  a  large  quantity  of 
bloody  water* 

SECTION  VIL 

Hydrocele  of  the  Tunica  Vagi¬ 
nalis  Testis. 

9 r  |  ^  H  E  third  fpecies  of  this  difeafe,  is 
JL  that  which  is  confined  to  the  vagi¬ 
nal  coat,  or  bag  which  loofely  envelopes 
the  tefticle.  In  the  ihort  anatomical  ac¬ 
count,  already  given  of  the  production, 
ftruCture,  and  fituation  of  this  tunic,  it 
has  been  obferved,  tha't  in  a  natural,  healthy 
ftate,  its  cavity  always  contains  a  fmall 
quantity  of  a  fine  fluid,  exhaled  from  ca¬ 
pillary  arteries,  and  conftantly  abforded 
by  veflels  appointed  for  that  purpofe. 

♦ 

This  fluid,  in  the  natural  lmall  quantity, 
ferves  to  keep  the  tunica  albuginea  moift ; 
and  to  prevent  a  cohefion  between  it,  and 
the  vaginalis ;  a  confequence,  which  al- 
2#oft  neceffarily  follows  any  fuch  difeafed 

Hat 

e 
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ftate  of  thefe  parts,  as  prevents  the  due 
iecretion  of  it.  On  the  contrary,  if  the 
quantity  depofited  be  too  large,  or  if  the 
regular  abforption  of  it,  be  by  any  means 
prevented,  it  will  be  gradually  accumu¬ 
lated,  and  by  dirtending  the  containing 
bag,  will  form  the  difeafein  queftion. 

The  two  preceding  fpecies  of  hydrocele, 
have  their  feat  in  the  tunica  communis  of 
the  fpermatic  veffefsj  that  is,  in  the  cel¬ 
lular  membrane  which  inverts  them  :  one 
by  a  general  diffufion  of  lymph  thro’  all 
its  cells  i  the  other  by  a  collection  of  it, 
in  one  particular  cyft  or  bag  :  that  which 
makes  our  prefent  fubjeft,  has  no  concern, 
or  connection  with  that  membrane,  at  all ; 
but  is  abfoiutely  confined  to  the  tunica 
vaginalis  teftis 

,  ,  '  •  ■  It 

^  Fallopius,  altho’  he  was  unacquainted  with  the  real 
and  true  origin  and  nature  of  this  difeafe  \  andfuppofed 
its  manner  of  production  to  be  very  unlike  what  it  really 
is  ;  has  yet  given  a  very  juft  account  of  the  appearance, 

both  of  this,  and  of  the  former  :  Alia  vero  eft  hernia 

/ 

aquofa,  in  qua  aqua  diftillat  per  vafa  et  venas,  occulto 
*e  modo,  ac  fenfim  ad  fcrotum.  H<ec  autem  eft  duplex  j 
Ch  alia  in  qua  continetur  aqua  in  membrana  adnata ,  et  in 
cc  proprio  folliculo  j  alia  in  qua  continetur  in  inguinafi 
tunica  qucs  tejiem  veftit .  Gognofcitur  aquam  eiTe  in 
*l  tunica  adnata,  quia fepqratur  teJUs  a  parte  aqrtofa 

nib  us  i 
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It  is  a  difeafe  from  which  no  time  of 
life  is  exempt  ;  not  only  adults  are  fubjedt 
to  it,  but  young  children  are  frequently 
afflidted  with  it  ;  and  infants  fometimes 
born  with  it.  What  is  the  immediately 
producing  caufe,  I  will  not  take  upon  me 
to  affirm.  Ruyfch  is  of  opinion,  that  it 
proceeds  from  a  varicofe  ftate  of  the  fper- 
matic  veflels.  What  real  foundation  there 
may  be  for  fuch  conjedture,  I  cannot 
fay ;  certain  it  is,  that  the  fpermatic  vef¬ 
fels  are  very  frequency  found  varicofe,  in 
perfons  afflidted  with  this  kind  of  hydro¬ 
cele  ;  but  whether  fuch  ftate  of  thefe  parts 
ought  to  be  regarded,  as  a  caufe,  or  as  an 
effedl  of  the  difeafe,  is  a  matter  worth 
enquiring  into. 

In  Morgagni  are  fome  obfervations  on 
the  ftate  of  the  parts  concerned,  particu¬ 
larly  the  infide  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  and 
outfide  of  the  albuginea  ;  which  if  re¬ 
peated  and  confirmed,  may  poffibly  lead 
us  on  to  farther  information. 

In 

<c  nibus ;  praeterea,  iila  hernia  habebit  propriamcircum- 
<cy?r^//W^,aliquandorotundam,aliquandooyalem.  Si 
autem  fit  in  vaginali,  nan  poflumus  amplius  arripere 
• <c  et  diJUnguere  tejiem  ab  hernia  ;  quoniam  in  eodemloco 
<fi  et  aqua,  ct  teftis  funt  conftituti.*>  Gad.  Fallopiu?® 
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In  the  mean  time,  from  all  the  circum- 
fiances  attending  the  complaint,  it  is  pretty 
clear,  that  whatever  tends  to  increafe  the 
fecretion  of  the  fluid,  into  the  facculus, 
beyond  the  due  and  necefiary  quantity ; 
or  to  prevent  its  being  taken  up,  and  car¬ 
ried  off,  by  the  proper  abforbent  veffels, 
mud  contribute  to  its  production  :  which 
Is  fo  flow,  and  gradual,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  fo  void  of  pain,  that  the  patient  fel-* 
dom  attends  to  it,  until  it  has  arrived  to 
fome  fize.  Not  but  that  it  fometimes  is 
produced  very  fuddenly  ;  and  in  a  very  fhort 
dfpace  of  time  attains  qonfiderable  mag¬ 
nitude. 

The  fize  and  figure  of  the  tumor  arc 
various  in  different  people,  and  under  dif¬ 
ferent  circumftances.  In  general,  at  its 
firft  beginning  it  is  rather  round ;  but  as 
it  increafes,  it  frequently  affumes  a  pyri¬ 
form  kind  of  figure,  with  its  larger  extre¬ 
mity  downward ;  fometimes  it  is  hard, 
and  almoft  incompreffible  ;  fo  much  fo, 
that,  in  fome  few  inftances,  it  has  been 
miftaken  for  an  induration  of  the  tefticle : 
at  other  times  it  is  fo  foft,  and  lax,  that 
both  the  tefticle,  and  the  fluid  furround-* 
ing  it,  are  eafily  difcoverabje,  It  is  per¬ 
fectly 
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*fe<ftly  indolent,  in  itfelf ;  tho*  its  weight 
does  fometimes  produce  fome  fniall  degree 
of  uneafinefs  in  the  back.  The  great  cha- 
radteriftic  (as  it  is  called)  of  this  difeafe, 
and  on  which  almoft  all  writers  have  agreed 
to  lay  the  greateft  ftrefs,  and  to  reft  their 
proof  of  the  nature  of  the  diforder,  I  mean 
the  tranlparency  of  the  tumor,  is  the  moft 
fallible,  and  uncertain  fign  belonging  to  it ; 
It  is  a  circumftance  which  does  not  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  quantity,  color,  or  con- 
liftence  of  the  fluid  conftituting  the  dif¬ 
eafe,  fo  much  as  on  the  uncertain  thick- 
nefs,  or  thinnefs  of  the  containing  bag* 
and  of  the  common  membranes  of  the 
fcrotum . 

If  they  are  thin,  the  fluid  limpid,  and 
the  accumulation  made  fo  quick  as  not 
to  give  the  tunica  vaginalis  time  to  thicken 
much,  the  rays  of  light  may  fometimes  be 
feen  to  pafs  thro*  the  tumor  :  but  this  is 
accidental,  and  by  no  means  to  be  de¬ 
pended  upon.  Whoever  would  be  ac¬ 
quainted  with  this  diforder,  muft  learn  to 
diftingufth  it  by  other,  and  thofe  more 
certain,  marks ;  or  he  will  be  apt  to  fall 
into  very  difgraceful,  as  well  as  pernicious 
blunders.  The  color  of  the  fluid  is  very 

different 
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different  and  uncertain  :  fometimes  it  is  of 
a  pale  yellow,  or  ftraw-color ;  fometimes 
it  is  inclined  to  a  greenilh  call  ;  fometimes 
it  Is  dark,  turbid,  and  bloody ;  and  fome¬ 
times  it  is  perfectly  thin  and  limpid. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  if  the 
water  be  accumulated  llowly,  and  the  tu¬ 
nica  vaginalis  thin  and  lax,  the  tefticle  may 
eafily  be  perceived  ;  but  if  the  faid  tunic 
be  firm,  or  the  water  accumulated  in  any 
eonfiderable  quantity,  the  teftis  cannot  be 
felt  at  all :  and  other  fymptoms,  or  marks, 
muft  be  attended  to.  In  moll  cafes,  the 
fpermatic  veffels  may  be  dillindtly  felt  at 
their  exit  from  the  abdominal  mufcle,  or 
in  the  groin ;  which  will  always  diftin— 
guilh  this  complaint,  from  an  inteflinal 
hernia  (the  difeafe  which  it  is  moll  likely 
to  be  confounded  with).  It  does  indeed 
now  and  then  happen,  that  the  vaginal 
coat  is  dillended  fo  high,  and  is  fo  full, 
that  it  is  extremely  difficult,  nay  almolt 
impoffible,  to  feel  the  fpermatic  procefs  ; 
and  it  alfo  fometimes  happens,  that  the 
fame  kind  of  obfcurity  is  occafioned,  by 
the  addition  of  an  encylled  collection  of 
water  in  the  membrane  of  the  chord ;  or 
by  the  cafe  being  combined  with  a  true 

enterocele. 
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enterocele.  Thefe  circumftances  are  not 
very  frequent ;  but  yet  do  occur  often  e~ 
nough,  to  render  it  well  worth  while  to 
mention  them  :  and  to  fignify  that  when 
they  are  met  with,  recourfe  mult  be  had 
to  other  marks. 

The  general  notion  formed  of  this  dif. 
eafe,  is,  that  it  confifts  of  a  bag,  filled  with 
a  fluid,  in  the  middle  of  which  the  tefticle 
hangs  fufpended,  and  by  which  it  is  com- 
pieatly  furrounded. 

This  idea  is  not  only  erroneous,  and 
contrary  to  faCt  j  but  may  be  productive  of 
very  mifchievous  confequences  in  practice. 
For  from  fuch  conception,  (or  rather  mif- 
conception)  of  the  ftate  and  difpofition  of 
the  parts,  it  may  be  inferred,  that  all 
points  of  the  tumor  are  equally  fit  for 
fuch  operation  as  may  become  neceflary 
for  the  difcharge  of  the  fluid  ;  which  is  fo 
far  from  being  the  cafe,  that  in  fome  parts 
of  it,  fuch  operation  is  perfectly  fafe,  ea fy, 
and  harmlefs ;  in  other  it  is  hazardous* 
painful,  and  may  be  productive  of  the 
moft  dreadful  confequences.  Whoever 
will  take  the  pains  to  examine  the  ftruc- 
ture  and  difpofition  of  the  two  coats  of 
the  teiticle  (the  albuginea  and  vaginalis)^ 

H  will 
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will  find,  that  in  one  part  they  are  fo  in- 
feparably  united,  (being  indeed  one  and 
the  fame  membrane,)  that  it  is  impoffible 
for  any  thing  to  infinuate  itfelf  between 
them  ;  while  in  every  other  part  they  are 
fo  abfolutelv  unconnected,  that  from  the 
great  dilatability  of  the  latter,  a  large 
quantity  of  fluid  may  be  accumulated*. 

Ii*  a  hydrocele  which  is  tolerably  full, 
the'  place  of  this  union  is  the  pofterior, 
and  fuperior,  or  rather  the  pofterior,  and 
middle  part  of  the  tumor.  A  pundture  or 
incifiou  made  here,  cannot  only  do  no  fer- 
vice,  as  it  cannot  reach  the  water,  and 
therefore  cannot  anfwer  the  intention  for 
which  it  ought  to  be  made ;  but  muft  in¬ 
jure  the  tefticle,  or  its  epididymis,  and 

thereby 

^  “  Humor  magnaex  parte,  in  tunica Erithroide  ap*- 
<c  pellata,  tefticulum  ambicnte, in  partem  antericrem  col- 
ligitur  ;  qua  potijjimum  membrana  ilia  a  tejliculo  fe- 
46  paratur.”  Paulus  iEgineta. 

Mr.  Ledran,  whofe  character  in  practical  furgery 
itands  deservedly  high,  feems  to  be  lefs  clear  in  his  idea*, 
and  lefs  perfpicuous  in  his  account  of  thisdifeafe,  than 
of  moft  others  :  his  account  is,  te  Une  veilie  aqueufe 
placee  fur  Pun  de  feft'icules,  auquel  elle  eft  adherente  ^ 
a  st  comme  elle  dhvient  quelquefois  tres  grofle,  elle 
‘c  remplit  prefque  tout  le  fcrotum.”  This  docs  not  (<2£ 
kaft  to  me)  convey  an  idea  that  the  feat  of  this  difeafe 
is  within" the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis. 


'  1}  • 
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thereby  do  great  mifchief :  whereas  an 
opening  made  in  every  other  part,  will 
not  only  give  difcharge  to  the  water,  but 
can  do  no  harm,  and  is  free  from  all  kind 
of  danger. 

This  natural  connection  between  the 
two  tunics,  at  the  upper  and  hinder  part, 
is  the  reafon  why,  in  a  limple  hydrocele, 
that  part  of  the  tumor  feels  fo  very  un¬ 
like  to  every  other.  In  that,  the  tunica 
albuginea,  and  vaginalis,  being  immediately 
continuous,  no  water  can  get  between 
them  5  and  therefore,  the  fingers  of  an  in¬ 
telligent  examiner  muft  immediately  dis¬ 
cover  the  firmnefs,  and  hardnefs,  arifing 
from  the  union  of  thefe  parts :  in  all  o- 
thers,  the  two  membranes  being  uncon¬ 
nected,  and  affording  a  void  fpace  for  the 
collection  of  water,  the  fluctuation  of  it 
will  always  be  diftinguifhable. 

This  is  a  circumftance  which  muft  for 
ever  difcriminate  the  fimple  hydrocele,  of 
the  tunica  vaginalis,  from  the  anafarcous 
Swelling  of  the  fcrotum  ;  from  the  en- 
cyfted  hydrocele  of  the  chord  ;  and  from 
the  inteftinal  hernia.  The  firft  is  every 
where  equal  tumid  and  foft  ;  and  every 
where  equally  receives,  and  retains,  the 

H  2  impreffion 
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impreffion  of  the  fingers  :  The  feco nd* 
tho’  circumfcribed,  not  very  comprefiible* 

,  i 

and  affording  the  fenfation  of  fluctuation, 
yet  does  not  pit  ;  and  is  alike  to  the  touch 
in  all  parts  of  it  :  and  in  the  third,  if  the 
tefticle  be  diftinguifhable  at  all,  it  is  found 
at  the  inferior  part  of  the  whole  tumor. 

An  indurated,,  or  fchirrhous  tefticle  has 
indeed,  very  frequently,  a  quantity  of  fluid 
lodged  in  its  vaginal  coat  ;  which  is  a  cir- 
eumftance  not  to  be  wondered  at  ;  the 
difeafed  ftate  of  the  gland  being  fufficient 
to  account  for  the  non-execution  of  the 

•  .  t 

abforbent  faculty  ;  and  confequently,  for 
the  collection  of  the  water.  But  altho' 
part  of  this  mixed  tumor  is  undoubtedly 
owing  to  a  fluid,  and  fuch. fluid  as  is  lodged 
within  the  vaginal  coat,  yet  it  is  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  difeafc  from  the  true,  Ample  hydro¬ 
cele  ;  and  ought  not  to  be  confounded 
with  it  ;  one  of  thefie  marks  of  the  latter 
being  the  natural,  foft,  healthy  ftate  of 
the  tefticle ;  and  the  charaCteriftic  of  the 
former,  being  its  difeafed,  and  indurated 
inlargement*. 

This 

*  When  I  fay  natural,  foft,  and  healthy  ftate  of  the 
tefticle,  I  do  not  mean,  that  the  tefticle  ina  true  fimple 

hydrocele^ 
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This  is  a  point,  of  more  confequence, 
than  it  may  perhaps,  upon  a  curfory  view, 
feem  to  be.  It  not  only  regards  the  defi¬ 
nitions,  but  the  treatment  of  the  difeafes  j 
and  being  rightly  underftood?  and  attend¬ 
ed  to,  or  not,  may  be  productive  of  much 
good  or  ill. 

We  are,  by  moll  of  the  writers  on  this 
iubjedl,  advifed  in  operating  for  the  radi¬ 
cal  cure  of  an  hydrocele,  to  regard  care¬ 
fully  the  ftate,  and  condition  of  the  tefticle  3 
and,  if  we  find  it  enlarged,  hardened,  pu¬ 
trid,  fungous,  or  any  other  way  really  dif- 
eafed,  to  remove  it  immediately  :  which 
advice,  within  proper  limitations,  is  cer¬ 
tainly  good.  A  tefticle  in  almoft  any  of 
the  juft-mentioned  circumftances,  ought 

\ 

undoubtedly  to  be  removed :  but  thefe 
cautions  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  true, 
•fimple  hydrocele  j  and  can  relate  only  to 
the  difeafed,  the  fchirrho.us,  or  the  can¬ 
cerous  tefticle.  When  thefe  diforders  are 

H  3  the 

hydrocele,  is  never  altered -from, its  natural  Hate,  when 
nnafFevHed  byariydifeate  :  I  know  the  contrary  ;  I  know 
that  the  tefticle  in  a  hydrocele,  is  very  frequently  en¬ 
larged  in  fize,  and  relaxed  in  ftru61ure,  as  well  as  that 

\ 

its  fpermatic  veflels  are  often  varicous  :  I  ufe  the  words 
in  oppofition  to  the  difeafed  indurated  ftate  of  the  ichir- 
rhous  teftfeo  1 
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the  fubjedt  of  confideration,  then  fuch 
hints  and  cautions  make  a  very  neceffary 
part  of  it ;  but  they  can  haye  no  concern 
with  the  p refen t*. 

The 

*  c<  Namque  ubi  forte  vel  putredo,  vel  fchirrhus;  vel 
alia  quaedam  coruptio  vehemens  tefticulum  invafit, 
&c  falutarius  exfcindere.”  Heifter. 

This  isalfo  the  docfrineofmoftof  the  writers  falar^e 
number  in  forgery)  who  have  copied  each  other  both  in 
their  ideas  ofdifeafes,  and  in  their  oropofed  method  of 
treating  them. 

Not  writing  from  practice,  or  from  what  they  have 
feen,  they  have  related  cireumftances,  underthe  article 
*>f  the  fimple  hydrocele,  which  never  occur,  and  have 
diredfed  a  method  of  conduct,  which,  if  followed,  mud 
miflead  the  furgeon,  and  fubjedl  the  patient  to  pain, 
fatigue,  and  even  lofs  of  parts,  without  any  the  leaft 
ueceflity.  Underthe  headofradicai  cure  of  the  ftmple 
hydrocele  by  inciilon,  Heifter  has  mentioned  feveral 
circumflances  as  neceffary  to  be  attended  to  for  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  theoperator’scondudl,  which  circumflances 
d,o  not  occur  jn  that  difeafe  :  6C  Deligari  autem  vafa 
16  fpermatjca  filo,  refcindique  tefticulus  omnino  debet 
<c  ficuti  in  cap.  de  farcocele  docuimus,  quoties  vafa  fe- 
5t  minalia,  non  infignitertantum  induruerunt,  fed  mag- 
nis  quoque  cruciatibus  hominem  aegrum afHigunt.  De« 
<c  fpiciendum  quoque  porro  efl  num  tefticulus  tume- 
46  fadlus  forte  materiam  aliquamfluidam,  ficut  quando- 
<e  que  contingit,  intus  contineat.  Si  quid  enim  fluid! 
cc  intus  bserere  tadlu  percipimus,  aut  lympham,  aut  pus 
ic  inibi  conftftere  redliftime  colligimus.  Interim  neque 
6C  tunc  refdudere  continue,  (utnonnulli  folent)  fed  in- 
eiderepotius,  atque  expurgare  tefticulum  iftum  con- 

>  “  Venice 
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The  truth  is,  that  the  majority  both  of 
the  ancient  writers  and  practitioners,  mif- 
kd  by  the  found  of  the  term  hydrocele* 
have  miftaken  a  mere  accidental  eiteCt,  for 
a  caufe  ;  and  have  fuppofed  that  the  fluid 
contained  in  the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis  may 
not  only  conflitute  a  difeafe  by  the  mere 
diftenfion  of  it,  but  may  be  productive  of 
other  difeafes,  of  the  teflicle  itfelf.  They 

H  4  '  have 

ce  venlet,  &c.  Sed  fi  forte  fimul  nimis  jam  tunc  indu- 
cc  ratus,  velcgrruptusidem  inyeniatur,  predicta  ratione 
6C  liganduset  refecandus,  ne  in  carcinomaforte  abeat. ,9 

That  fuch  ftate  of  the  fpermatic  veftels  and  tefticle 
do  occur,  is  beyondall  doubt,  but  notin  the  fimplehy- 
drocele  ;  notin  the  hydrocele  that  any  rational  practi¬ 
tioner  can  poffibly  deem  ft,  for  the  attempt  for  the  ra- 
dicalcure  by  incifion.  Neither  is  it  poftible  for  a  man, 
who  underflands  the  difeafe  at  all,  not  to  be  ac¬ 
quainted  with  thefe  circumftances  before  he  attempts 
fuch  operation  ;  and  if  he  is  previously  acquainted  with 
them,  he  muftbe  a  very  extraordinary  man  indeed  to  fet 
about  relieving  them  in  fuch  a  manner.  If  the  ftate  of 
the  teflicle  and  its  veftels  be  fuch  as  to  require  caflration 
(a  thing  always  capable  of  being  known  beforehand) 
let  that  operation  at  once  be  performed.,  in  a  proper  and 
expeditious  manner,  and  not  by  piece-meal,  asitishere 
defcribed.  Ifcaftration  be  not  requifite,  neither  can  any 
other  part  of  the  operation  (with  regard  to  the  tefticle) 
befo;  fornotwithftanding  thefe  defcriptions of  mcifions 
into,  and  expurgations  of,  difeafed  tefticles  may  make  a 
figure  in  books,  they  are  very  unfit  to  beintroduced  into 
praflice.  They  never  can  do  good,  they  muft  do  un¬ 
warrantable,  and^generally  irremediable  mifchief. 
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have  fanfied  the  water,  to  have  in  itfelf  a 
noxious  quality,  or  difpofition  ;  and  that  the 
tefticle,  by  merely  fwimming  in  it,  might 
become  difeafed,  and  unfit  for  ufe  ;  where¬ 
as  in  cafes  wherein  a  difordered  ftate  of 
the  teftis  accompanies  a  collection  of  wa¬ 
ter  in  its  vaginal  coat,  the  truth  is  juft  the 
reverie  of  this  fuppofition  :  the  teftis  is 
firft  difeafed,  and  the  faculty  of  equal,  re¬ 
gular  abforption  thereby  interrupted  ;  by 
which  means  a  quantity  of  fluid  is  accur 
mulated,  and  that  mixed  appearance  pro¬ 
duced,  which  is  not  improperly  called  hy~ 
dro-far.CG€ele .  But  in  this  cafe,  the  extra- 
viafation  of  water  is  really  the  confequence 
of  the  morbid  ftate  of  the  gland  ;  and  (be¬ 
ing  ftill  mere  fimple  lymph)  neither  is,  nor 
can  be  the  caufe  of  it. 

They  who  chufe  it,  may  call  this  a  fpe- 
cies  of  hydrocele ;  and  the  literal  fenfe  of 
the  word  will  certainly  vindicate  them  $ 
but  they  will  by  that  means  run  the  rifque 
of  confounding  together,  two  things  ex¬ 
tremely  unlike  to  each  other,  and  which 
require  very  different  treatment :  I  mean 
the  true  fimple  hydrocele,  in  which  the 
tefticle  is  foft,  and  found,  (only  perhaps  a 
little  more  lax,  and  larger  than  ordinary,) 
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md  the  hydro-farcocele,  in  which  the  teflis 
is  not  only  enlarged,  but  hardened,  and  not 
in  a  found,  or  healthy  (late  :  the  former 
of  thefe  will  permit  fuch  treatment  with 
perfect  Safety,  but  in  the  other,  may  bring 
the  patient  into  a  (late  both  of  pain  and 
hazard*. 

It  may  indeed,  and,  does  fometimes  be- 

come  neceflary  to  let  out  the  water  from 

* 

the  vaginal  coat  of  a  tefticle,  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  difeafed  ;  but  this  Should  always  be 
done  with  caution,  and  under  a  guarded 
prognoftic  ;  left  the  patient  be  not  only 
disappointed,  by  not  having  that  perma¬ 
nent  relief,  which  for  want  of  better  in¬ 
formation  he  may  be  induced  to  expect ; 
but  be  alfo  (poffibly)  Subjected  to  other 
unexpected  inconveniences  from  the  at¬ 
tempt. 

Upon  the  whole,  as  juft  definitions,  and 
accurate  diftinCtions  of  difeafes  from  each 

other, 

*  Someinftances  of  this  are  related  in  this  tra£L  Hil- 
,d2nus  has  given  a  particular  account  of  a  miftake  of 
this  kind  :  “ Incifo  fcroto plurimum  afHuxit  aquae  ;  hinc 
*r  primo  fubfedit  fcrotum ;  pofl  paucos  tamen  dies  fe- 
(c  cutus  eft  dolor,  vehemens  inflammatio  et  cancrofum 
ulcus,  maximeque  malignum  ;  quod  adeo  impetuofe 
adjacentes  partes  occupavit,  ut  ipiiusmalignitas  nullo 
modoarceripoffit  3  fedintra  paucos  dies  maxiino  cum 
cryciatu  e  vita  djeceffit,”  Fab.  Hildanus. 
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other,  are  abfolutely  neceffary  towards  un~ 
derftanding  them  rightly,  it  leems  to  me 
much  more  proper  to  confine  the  term 
hydrocele  to  the  mere  iimple  accumula¬ 
tion  of  a  fluid  within  the  coats  of  the 
found  tefticle,  and  to  refer  all  thofe  which 
either  are  combined  with,  or  proceed  from 
difeafes-of  that  gland,  to  another  clafs. 

When  the  difeafe  is  a  perfect,  true,  Am¬ 
ple  hydrocele,  the  tefticle,  tho’  frequently 
fomewhat  inlarged,  and  perhaps  loofened 
in  its  vafcular  texture,  is  neverthelefs  (as 
I  have  already  obferved)  found,  healthy, 
and  capable  of  executing  its  proper  office  $ 
neither  is  the  fpermatic  chord  any  way 
altered  from  a  natural  ftate,  except  that 
its  veffels  are  generally  fomewhat  dilated  5 
neither  of  which  circumftances  are  ob¬ 
jections  either  to  the  palliative  or  radical 
cure  of  the  difeafe.  But  in  thofe  diforders 
which  in  fome  degree  refemble  this,  the 
cafe  is  different }  either  the  tefticle,  or 
fpermatic  chord,  or  both,  bearing  evident 
marks  of  a  difeafed  ftate.  In  the  true, 
iimple  hydrocele,  the  water  is  accumu¬ 
lated,  merely  from  the  non- execution  jof 
the  office  of  the  ab  for  bent  veffels  5  which, 
(whatever  ultimate  caufe  it  may  have) 

leave  s 
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leaves  no  appearance  of  real  difeafe  on  the 
parts  :  in  all  the  other  collections  of  fluid 
in  this  part,  there  are  fuch  appearances 
and  marks  of  diftemper,  as  may  clearly 
convince  us,  that  the  extravafation  is  only 
a  confequence  of  fuch  flate. 

The  two  principal  complaints  liable  to 
be  miftaken  for  an  hydrocele,  are,  that 
kind  of  fchirrhous  tefticle  in  which  an  ex¬ 
travafation  of  fluid  is  made  in  the  tunica 
vaginalis  3  and  the  venereal  induration  of 
the  tefticle,  attended  with  the  fame  cir- 
cumftance.  One  of  thefe  is  always  a  dif¬ 
eafe  of  the  general  habit  $  the  other  too 
often  fo.  One  requires,  and  generally  fub~ 
mits  to,  a  proper  courfe  of  fpecific  reme¬ 
dies  ;  for  the  other  (notwithftanding  all 
that  has  been  faid  on  the  fubjeCt)  we  a§ 
yet  know  of  none  ;  and  therefore  it  is  fel- 
dom  cured,  but  by  total  removal.  In 
neither  of  thefe,  can  the  mere  difcharge 
of  the  fluid  contribute  any  thing  material 
toward  a  cure  ;  and  in  both  of  them  fuch 
attempt,  injudicioufly  made,  has  often 
proved  both  painful  and  hazardous. 

In  the  true  venereal  farcocele,  or  indu¬ 
rated  teftis,  the  difeafe  ought  always  to  be 
eradicated  from  the  habit  before  any  at¬ 
tempt 
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tempt  be  made  locally  :  the  mere  difcharge 
of  the  water  can  never  remove  the  oh- 
flrudion  in  the  gland ;  but  when  fuch  ob~ 
ilrudion  has  been,  by  proper  remedies,  re¬ 
moved,  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  have 

i  » 

the  extravafated  fluid  again  abforbed  :  or 
if  it  be  not,  and  any  operation  becomes 
neceflary,  a  foft,  eafy  healthy  ftate  of  the 
tefticle,  is  certainly  preferable  to  an  indu¬ 
rated  diieafed  one, 

Thefe  two  cafes ;  or,  to  fpeak  more  pro¬ 
perly,  thefe  two  ftates  of  the  teflicle,  al- 
tho’  they  agree  in  this  one  circumftance 
of  not  being  eifentially  relieved  by  the 
mere  evacuation  of  the  water,  do  yet  differ 
So  widely  in  almoft  every  other,  that  it 
behoves  praditioners  to  be  very  careful  in 
diftinguifhing  between  them.  That  me¬ 
thod  of  treating  the  venereal  induration, 
which  is  moil  frequently  fuccefsful,  will 
prove  highly  prejudicial  in  the  fchirrhous 
hardnefs.  By  mercury,  in  judicious  hands, 
the  pocky  patient’s  difeafe  may  be  remo¬ 
ved,  and  his  health  reftored :  but  I  have 
hardly  ever  feen  a  fchirrhus  or  cancer  that 
was  not  exafperated,  and  made  worfe  by  it* 
Or,  if  that  does  not  happen,  yet,  a  mercu¬ 
rial  courfe  in  fuch  cafe,  will  always  occa- 

fion 
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£on  alofs  of  time;  which  is  not  always  re¬ 
trievable.  In  fhort,  he  who  treats  a  fchir- 
rhous  tefticle  as  he  ought  to  do  a  venereal 
one,  will  not  cure  the  difeafe,  but  wafte  his 
patient's  time,  and  hurt  his  general  health  : 
and  he  who  treats  a  venereal  one  as  he 
mod  frequently  ought  to  do  a  fchirrhous, 
will  without  any  necefiity  fubmit  his  pa¬ 
tient  to  a  painful  operation,  and  thereby 
deprive  him  of  a  part  very  effential  to  him 

as  a  man.  1  " 

»  *  ^ 

CASE  XV. 

A  Gentleman,  about  thirty  years  old* 
file  wed  me  his  tefticle,  which  was 
both  enlarged,  and  hardened,  and  had  very 
palpably  a  quantity  of  fluid  in  the  vaginal 
coat.  He  had  been  told,  that  it  was  a 
water  rupture,  and  that  it  might  be  im¬ 
mediately  cured  by  means  of  a  fmall  in- 
cifion. 

The  whole  tefticle  and  epididymis  was 
(as  I  have  already  faid)  large,  and  hard; 
and  fo  was  the  vas  deferens,  and  part  of 
the  fpermatic  procefs ;  but  there  was  no 
kind  of  inequality  on  the  furface  ;  neither 
did  it  give  the  patient  any  pain,  except' 

what 
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what  proceeded  from  its  mere  weight* 
He  had  fome  brown  fpots  on  his  bread  > 
a  hardnefs  below  the  fraenum  penis  ;  a 
raggednefs  and  induration  of  the  edges  of 
the  finus  of  the  left  tonfil ;  a  pale  plum- 
bean  countenance ;  and  complained  much 
of  frequent  pains  in  his  knees,  and  elbows. 

I  made  no  fcruple  to  inform  him,  that, 
he  appeared  to  me  to  be  poxed ;  and  that 
I  did  verily  believe,  that  the  diforder  in  his 
tefticle  arofe  from  the  fame  caufe.  I  took 
pains  to  diffuade  him  from  fubmitting  to 
any  attempt  toward  curing  his  local  com¬ 
plaint  in  the  teflis,  until  he  fhould  have 
got  rid  of  the  difeafe,  which  had  infected 
his  whole  habit,  by  alluring  him,  that  if 
what  had  been  propofed  to  him  was  in¬ 
tended  merely  to  let  out  the  water,  it 
could  not  even  contribute  to  his  being 
made  well ;  and  that  if  more  than  that 
was  deligned,  he  might  probably  expe¬ 
rience  more  harm  than  good,  from  the 
attempt.  Not  fatisfied  with  my  opinion 
he  went  to  Mr.  Sainthill,  who  gave  him 
the  fame  kind  of  advice. 

In  a  little  time  he  applied  to  a  gentle¬ 
man,  well  known  for  promiling  impoffi- 
bilities  j  who  told  him,  that  this  was  a 

difeafe 


the  HYDROCELE,  &c.  in 

difeafe  with  which  the  faculty  were  per¬ 
fectly  unacquainted ;  and  if  he  would  give 
him  ten  guineas,  and  take  a  lodging  near 
him,  he  would  undertake  to  cure  him  in 
a  week. 

He  made  an  incifion  of  about  half  an 
inch  in  length,  in  the  very  inferior  part 
of  the  tumor,  and  let  out  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  bloody  water  y  and  then  applied  a 
pledgit  of  lint,,  and  a  piece  of  flicking 
plafter.  The  patient  paffed  the  night  in 
a  good  deal  of  pain*  and  in  the  morning 
found  his  teflicle  much  fwelled,  and  very 
uneafy.  He  fent  for  his  operator,  who 
faid,  that  this  was  of  no  confequence,  and 
that  if  he  would  keep  quiet  that  day,  he 
would  be  very  well  the  next.  On  the 
third  day  his  tefticle  was  fo  large,  fo  in¬ 
flamed,  and  fo  painful,  that  he  became 
exceedingly  alarmed,  and  fent  for  me. 

I  found  the  ferotum  highly  inflamed ; 
the  tefticle  and  fpermatic  procefs,  large 
and  hard ;  his  pain  exceedingly  great  ; 
his  pulfe  hard,  full,  and  frequent ;  and 
his  fkin  hot  and  dry.  I  bled  him  freely, 
and  ordered  him  a  glyfter,  and  a  lenient 
purge,  and  wrapped  the  tefticle  up  in  a 
foft  pultice.  Next  day,  both  the  patient 

and 
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and  the  parts  were  in  the  fame  date.  I 
bled  him  again ;  and  his  glyfter  and  purge 
having  thoroughly  emptied  him,  I  gave 
him  two  grains  extract,  thebaic,  and  di¬ 
rected  that  he  fihould  take  one  grain  every 
fix  hours,  until  fome  eafe  of  reft  was  pro¬ 
cured.  Two  days  were  fpent  before  any 
remiffion  of  fymptoms  was  obtained  :  and 
it  was  near  a  fortnight,  before  the  conftant 
ufe  and  application  of  fomentation,  cata- 
plafm,  &c.  together  with  a  general  anti- 
phlogiftic  regimen,  and  confinement  to 
bed  the  whole  time,  had  reduced  the  te- 
fticle  to  fuch  ftate  as  to  bear  examination. 
When  it  became  capable  of  this,  it  was 
found  large,  and  hard,  but  without  any 
water  in  the  tunica  vaginalis.  His  general 
habit  being  recruited,  by  a  proper  regi¬ 
men,  country  air,  and  the  bark  •,  he  was 
then  put  into  a  mercurial  courfe,  by  in¬ 
unction  ;  under  which,  as  all  his  other 
fymptoms  gradually  difappeared,  fo  like- 
wife  did  his  induration  of  the  tefticle. 


CASE 
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CASE  XVI. 

A  Poor  labouring  man  in  Eflex,  got  a  ve¬ 
nereal  hernia  hunioralis.  As  his  daily 
work  would  not  permit  him  to  take  pro¬ 
per  care  of  himfelf,  it  was  a  confiderable 
while  before  he  had  got  rid  of  his  inflam¬ 
matory  fymptoms  ;  and  when  he  had  fo 
done,  a  part  of  the  tefticle  and  the  whole 
epididymis  were  left  hard,  and  rather  too 
large.  In  getting  over  a  high  ftile  he  mif¬ 
fed  his  footflep,  and  flruck  his  fcrottim 
with  violence  againft  the  upper  rail  :  the 
blow  gave  him  exceflive  pain  for  fome 
minutes ;  but  that  foon  ceafed,  and  he  went 
on  with  his  day’s  work.  Next  day  his 
tefticle  appeared  fwelled,  and  was  painful 
to  the  touch  ;  but  as  the  man  had  no  fub- 
fiftence  but  from  his  labour,  he  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  follow  it.  At  the  end  of  a  week, 
he  was  fo  much  worfe  that  he  could  go 
out  no  longer  ;  and  making  his  cafe  known 
to  fome  gentlemen,  who  ufed  to  employ 
him,  a  neighbouring  practitioner  was  de¬ 
ft  red  to  viftt  him.  A  fluctuation  being 
felt,  it  was  fuppofed  1 6  be  matter;  and  a 
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warm  adhefive  plafler  was  applied  to  for¬ 
ward  it.  In  a  few  days  an  opening  was 
made  for  difcharge  of  the  fuppofed  pus , 
but  nothing  followed  except  a  very  fmall 
quantity  of  bloody  ferum..  The  fmalnefs 
of  the  quantity,  and  the  nature  of  the 
fluid,  joined  to  the  very  fmall  fubfidence 
of  the  tumor,  induced  the  furgeon  to  think 
he  had  not  gone  deep  enough ;  and  to 
thruft  a  lancet  farther  in :  this  was  at¬ 
tended  with  acute  pain,  and  followed  by 
a  copious  hemorrhage,  which  was  not 
eafily  reftrained  ;  or,  to  fpeak  more  pro¬ 
perly,  did  not  foon  ceafe.  Inflammation, 
pain,  tumefaction,  &c.  followed  this  me¬ 
thod  of  proceeding  3  and  at  the  end  of  a 
week,  the  man  was  brought  to  St.  Bar¬ 
tholomew's  Hofpital. 

Upon  mere  fight  of  the  part,  I  fhould 
have  fuppofed  the  cafe  to  have  been  a 
fchirrus  of  the  malignant  kind  :  the  te~ 
Hide,,  or  fcrotum,  was  large,  hard,  une¬ 
qual,  of  a  deep  red  dufky  colour,  with 
diftended  veins,  and  fo  painful  that  it  could 
not  bear  the  flighted:  touch  ;  and  the  fper- 
matic  procefs  was  far  from  being  in  a  na¬ 
tural  or  a  healthy  ftate.  The  man  com¬ 
plained  of  conftant  pain  in  his  back ;  the 

wound 
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wound  difcharged  a  bloody,  offen five  gleet ; 
and  long  pain,  and  want  of  reft,  had  given 
him  a  very  difeafed  afpeft. 

Nothing  but  the  clear,  and  circumftan- 
tial  account,  which  both  the  man,  and  the 
furgeon  who  had  attended  him  (and  who 
came  with  him  to  the  hofpital)  gave,  could 
have  induced  me  to  have  thought  the  cafe 
to  be  any  other  than  what  I  have  juft 
mentioned  ;  but  they  were  fo  pofitive,  and 
fo  confident,  that  I  thought  myfelf  obliged 
to  regard  what  they  faid,  and  to  aft  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

By  phlebotomy,  evacuations,  anodynes, 
reft,  a  low  regimen,  and  the  general  anti- 
phlogiftic  method,  purfued  vigoroufly,  and 
long,  he  got  a  cure. 


CASE  XVII. 


Gentleman  about  thirty-feven  years  old 


apparently  in  good  health,  afked  my 
advice  concerning  a  difeafed  appearance  in 
his  fcrotum,  for  the  relief  of  which  he 
had  come  from  a  considerable  diftance  to 
this  town. 


I  2 


The 
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The  tefticle  was  not  much  increafed  in 
fize,  but  had  loft  its  equality  of  fur  face, 
and  was  craggy,  and  very  hard  y  the  vas 
deferens  and  epididymis  were  in  the  fame 
indurated  ftate ;  the  fpermatic  chord  was 
fomewhat  varicofe,  but  not  hard  y  and  i li¬ 
the  cavity  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  was  pal¬ 
pably  a  fmall  quantity  of  fluid.  It  was 
fomewhat  tender  to  the  touch  y  but  the 
pain  upon  being  handled  was  very  flight, 
in  comparifon  of  what  was  felt  an  hour  or 
two  after  fuch  examination,  at  which  time, 
altho’  the  pains  were  not  conftant,  but  ra-^ 
ther  attacked  the  part  by  intervals,  yet 
they  were  extremely  acute. 

He  faid,  that  he  had  been  told  that  his 
complaint  was  venereal,  (to  which  opinion 
his  method  of  life  much  inclined  him  to 
adhere)  and  that  he  had  aifo  a  beginning 
hydrocele.  I  replied,  that  I  wifhed,  for 
his  fake,  that  I  could  think  fo  too ;  but 
that  1  had  no  doubt  of  its  being  a  fchir- 
rus,  which  would  not  long  remain  quiet. 
He  feetned  diffatisfied  ;  and  faid,  that  eon- 
lidering  the  perfon  who  had  pronounced 
his  cafe  to  be  venereal,  was  a  man  of  cha¬ 
racter  in  his  profeffion,  and  whofe  judg¬ 
ment' 
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men t  he  believed  was  good,  he  thought 
I  was  rather  too  peremptory., 

I  defined  him  to  take  the  opinion  of  feme 
people  of  eminence  in  London,  and  named 
•feme  to  him  :  whether  he  did  or  not,  I 
know  not ;  but  in  about  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks,  I  received  a  letter  from  him 
out  of  the  country,  fignifying,  that  his 
friend  was  fo  clear,  in  his  firff:  opinion,  that 
the  cafe  was  venereal,  that  he  had  prevail¬ 
ed  on  him  to  fubmit  to  a  falivation  for  it  *5 
and  that  he  only  now  deli  red  my  opinion 
concerning  the  beffc  method  of  procuring 
it ;  that  is,  whether  he  (hould  attempt  it 
by  internals,  or  by  mercurial  inundtion. 
I  wrote  back,  that  1  was  forry  to  differ 
from  his  friend,  or  to  feem  too  tenacious 
of,  or  partial  to,  my  own  opinion,  and  fm- 
cerely  wifhed  I  might  be  miftaken  ;  that  I 
looked  upon  the  method  of  falivating  by 
inundtion  to  be  in  general  the  leaf!  fa¬ 
tiguing  or  prejudicial  to  the  conflitution  * 
and  that  in  the  cafe  of  particular,  local 
induration,  it  certainly  had  the  advantage 
of  being  applied  immediately  to  the  part 
.affedted  and  therefore,  if  I  could  think 
that  his  complaint  was  venereal,  I  fhould 
undoubtedly  prefer  the  ufeof  the  ointment 

I  3  to 
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to  every  internal  means ;  but  that  I  was  fo 
thoroughly  fatisfied  that  it  was  not,  and 
fo  averfe  to  the  ufe  of  mercury  for  him, 
that  I  defired  him  to  keep  that  letter  as 
my  proteft  againfl  the  procefs  he  was  going 
into. 

The  ointment  was  freely  ufed  for  above 
a  month,  but  no  alteration  appeared  in  the 
tefticle,  except  that  it  became  rather  larger 
and  more  tender  to  the  touch. 

As  the  mercurial  ointment  happened 
not  to  affect  his  mouth,  or  make  him  fpit 
any  confiderable  quantity,  the  inefficacy  of 
it  with  regard  to  the  teflicle  was  imputed 
to  that ;  and  a  courfe  of  the  mercurius 
calcinatus  with  the  kermes  mineral,  un¬ 
dertaken  and  followed  for  another  month. 
During  this,  the  teflicle  manifeflly  in  crea¬ 
ted  in  iize,  became  more  unequal,  and  more 
frequently  painful.  He  now  came  to  Lon¬ 
don  again  >  and  calling  on  me,  told  me 
all  that  had  palled  ;  but  being  ftill  poffef- 
fed  with  the  venereal  idea,  faid  that  he  was 
come  hither  in  order  to  try  the  Lifbon 
diet- drink,  or  fomething  of  that  kind. 

At  my  requefl  he  ffie wed  his  difeafe  to 
Mr.  Nourfe  and  Mr.  Sain  thill,  who  were 

clear  that  it  was  not  venereal,  and  advifed 

1  / 

the 
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the  operation.  This  he  would  not  hea 
of  at  prelent,  having  got  it  into  his  head, 
that  when  every  thing  elfe  had  been  tried 
it  would  always  be  time  enough  for  that. 
During  three  weeks,  that  he  ftaid  here, 
he  drank,  by  the  direction  of  fome  friend, 
every  day  a  quart  of  ftrong  decoffion  of 
farfaparilla,  with  fome  of  the  fublimate 
folution  in  it.  The  tefticle  continued  to 
increafe,  and  the  fpermatic  vein  became 
fomewhat  varicofe :  but  ftill  there  was  a 

1  i  I 

fair  opportunity  for  extirpation.  He  did 
now  indeed,  begin  to  incline  to  it  ;  but 
being  coniiderably  reduced  in  ftrength  and 
flefh  by  what  he  had  taken,  he  would  not 
comply  with  it  until  he  had  been  in  the 
country,  and  was  fomewhat  recruited.  To 
which  I  could  not  objedl,  as  he  then  did 
not  appear  to  be  a  £t  fubjedt  for  fuch  an 
operation;  I  mean,  on  account  of  his  great 
reduction  of  ftrength. 

Atfhe  end  of  two  months,  he  came  to 
me  again.  I  was  much  concerned  to  fee 
him  fo  much  altered  for  the  worfe  :  he 
was  emaciated  to  the  g.reateft  degree  ;  and 
had  fuch  a  leaden  palenefs  in  his  counte¬ 
nance,  that  had  I  known  nothing  of  him* 
I  fhould  have  concluded  that  fuch  a  man 

■  ■  i . *  -  -  - 

*  I  4  had 
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had  a  cancer  about  him.  He  had  totally 
loft  his  appetite,  and  was  never  free  from 
pain  :  his  tefticle  was  at  leaft  twice  the 
fize  as  when  I  laft  had  feen  it,  and  the 
whole  procefs  quite  up  to  the  h>elly,  large, 
hard,  and  knotty. 

I  would  now  by  no  means  propofe  the 
operation  ;  a  confultation  of  phylicians  was 
therefore  had,  in  which  the  folanum  was 
prcfcribed.  This  was  immediately  tried, 
and  nroved  here,  as  it  has  wherever  I  have 

A 

feen  it  ufed  ;  that  is,  the  patient  was  much 
disordered  by  it,  in  general ;  and  received 
no  benefit  with  regard  to  his  difeafe.  But 
as  this  affair  happened  not  long  after  this 
poifon  had  been  in  a  kind  of  vogue,  it  was 
repeated  until  the  patient  could  hardly  fee 
or  hold  his  hand  ftill.  When  this  was 
laid  afide,  recourie  was  had  to  the  cicuta, 
which,  as  ufual,  was  perfectly  inefficacious. 
To  it,  however,  a  fair  trial  was  given  ; 
and  when  the  poor  man  had  thus  made 
experiment  of  our  moil  boafted  fpeciiics, 
and  was  fatisfied,  that  no  honeft  or  judi¬ 
cious  man  would  attempt  the  operation, 
we  had  recourie  to  ooiimi,  during  a  few’ 

*  A  O 
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weeks  that  he  exifted. 

When  dead,  I  examined  him* 
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The  fpermatic  procefs  was  thoroughly 
difeafed  about  half-way  up  from  the  groin 
to  the  kidney ;  that  is,  it  was  inlarged, 
hard,  and  very  full  of  knots ;  but  I  did 
not  find  any  apparent  difeafe  in  any  other 
part  within  the  abdomen. 

CASE  XVIII. 

I  Received  a  letter  from  Lincolnfhire,  in 
the  month  of  November,  defiring  to 
know  whether  that  feafon  of  the  year  was 
an  improper  one  for  the  operation  of  ca« 
fixation,  in  the  cafe  of  a  fcirrhous  tefticle  ? 
for  that  .if  I  did  not,  a  patient  labouring 
'  under  fucbr  complaint  would  fet  out  im¬ 
mediately  upon  the  receipt  of  my  anfwer. 

I  wrote  back,  that  the  ftate  and  nature 
of  the  difeafe  wei;e  of  much  more  confe¬ 
rence  toward  determining  the  propriety 
or  impropriety  of  an  operation,  than  the 
time  of  the  year  could  be  :  and  therefore  I 
delired  either  that  I  might  have  a  circum- 
ftantial  account  of  the  cafe,  from  fome 
medical  man,  or  that  the  patient  would 
come  to  London.  In  about  a  week  1  re¬ 
ceived  another  letter,  containing  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account. 

'  That 
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That  the  patient  was  thirty-five  years 
old;  that  previous  to  the  appearance  of  the 
difeafe  in  the  tefiicle,  he  had  for  forne 
weeks  been  troubled  with  frequent,  and 
acute  pains  in  his  back  and  loins ;  that  the 
tefticle  was  confiderably  inlarged,  indura¬ 
ted,  and  (in  its  poflerior  part)  unequal  in 
its  furface ;  that  part  of  the  fpermatic  pro- 
cefs  neareft  to  the  teftis  was  too  hard  alfo ; 
that  the  whole  of  it  was  now  perfectly  free 
from  pain ;  that  the  patient  was  a  married 
man,  much  fubjedt  to  fcorbutic  erup¬ 
tions,  and  flying  pains,  from  the  fame 

caufe ;  that  his  appetite  was  fallen  off, 

» 

and  his  afpedt  become  pale  and  wan ;  that 
he  had  taken  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
the  cicuta,  and  as  much  of  the  infufion 

or  tiie  folanum  as  his  weak  date  would 

» 

bear;  that  from  the  former  he  had  neither 
experienced  good  nor  harm  ;  but  that  the 
latter  had  difagreed  with  him  extremely  ; 
that  he  was  now  determined  for  the  opera¬ 
tion  ;  and  that  he  would  be  in  London  in 
a  few  days. 

In  lefs  than  a  fortnight  he  came  to  me. 
He  was  extremely  thin  :  and  had  a  coun¬ 
tenance  fo  pale,  and  eyes  fo  languid,  that  I 
made  no  doubt  that  his  nights  were  fleep- 

lefs* 
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lefs.  His  tefticle  was  large,  and  hard,  but 
perfedtly  equal,  and  perfectly  indolent ; 
the  tunica  vaginalis  contained  a  fmall 
quantity  of  limpid  fluid;  and  the  vas  de¬ 
ferens,  and  epididymis  had  that  kind  of 
inlargement,  and  induration,  which  fre¬ 
quently  accompanies  a  hernia  humoralis  > 
but  the  fpermatic  veffels  were  in  a  natural 
ftate,  of  proper  fize,  and  free  from  all 
kind  of  induration.  He  was  fo  hoarfe, 
that  I  could  hardly  hear  him  fpeak ;  and 
fo  deaf,  that  it  was  as  difficult  to  make 
him  hear.  He  complained  much  of  fre- 

.1  x 

quent  pains  in  his  ffioulders,  and  elbows, 
one  of  the  latter  of  which  was  confide- 
rably  ftiftened.  The  biceps  mufcle  of  the 
left  arm,  was  hard,  and  gummy;  on  one  of 
his  eyebrows  was  a  large  fpot,  with  a  thin 
fcab  on  it ;  and,  between  the  fcapulse,  were 
four  or  five  of  the  fame. 

I  told  him,  that  I  had  no  doubt  that  his 
deafnefs,  hoarfenefs,  pain,  fpots,  fwellings, 
&c.  were  all  venereal;  and  that  I  was 
much  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  com¬ 
plaint  in  his  tefticle  proceeded  from  the 
fame  caufe.  He  did  as  venereal  patients 
are  frequently  too  apt  to  do  ;  that  is,  he 
endeavoured  to  render  my  opinion  impro¬ 
bable. 
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bable,  by  attefting,  that  there  had  been  an 
Interval  of  fome  years  lines  he  had  held 
any  illicit  commerce  with  any  woman 
whom  he  could  fuppofe  capable  of  in¬ 
juring  him ;  that  he  had  been  two  or  three 
years  married;  had  only  had  a  flight 
fhanker,  of  which  he  was  fure  he  had  been 
well  cured,  &c. 

I  anfwered,  that  I  was  clear  in  my 
opinion ;  and  would  undertake  to  ferve 
him  on  no  other  principle;  but  delired 
him  to  take  the  judgement  of  fome  other 
gentlemen  of  the  profefiion  ;  which  he  did^ 
and  returned  to  me  again  with  an  account, 
that  they  thought  of  his  cafe  as  I  had 

mt  O 

-done. 

The  weakned  reduced  ftate  in  which  he 
was ;  and  a  natural  difpofition  which  he 
had  to  a  hsemoptyfis,  obliged  me  to  pro¬ 
ceed  very  cautioufly :  his  ftomach  would  1 
bear  no  rnedecine  of  the  mercurial  kind  ; 
and  a  very  little  acceleration  of  pulfe, 
made  him  hawk  up  a  bloody  phlegm.  I 
therefore  determined  upon  the  ointment 
in  Anal!  quantities,  and  to  do  in  this  cafe 

what  I  have  done  in  fimilar  cafes  feveral 

.%•  *  #.  *  ■  -  ^ 

times;  that  is,  as  foon  as  ever  the  mercury 
railed  the  pulfe*  or  began  to  affedt  the 

mouth? 
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mouth,  I  ordered  him  to  take  a  decodt. 
corticis  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  thro’  the 
whole  of  the  falivation. 

*  ■  ■t  ’  r  ?  .  *  * 

By  thefe  means  he  got  rid  of  all  his  com¬ 
plaints,  both  general  and  particular,  and 
came  out  of  his  mercurial  courfe  with  a 
more  healthy  afpedl,  and  more  flefh  on  his 
bones,  than  he  went  into  it. 

v  f  ' 

Before  I  proceed  to  give  an  account  of 
the  means  ufed  for  the  relief,  or  cure,  of 
the  hydrocele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis,, 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  inform  the 
reader  that  I  have  twice  in  my  life  feen 
this  difeafe,  tho’  in  a  confirmed  flate,  and 
in  adult  patients,  difperfe. 


CASE  XIX, 


Gentleman  about  forty-five  years  old,. 


JL  jL  confulted  me  on  account  of  a  fwel- 
ling  in  his  fcrotum,  which  was  not  very 
large,  but  palpably  contained  a  fluid,  and 
was  fo  circumftanced  in  every  refpedt,  as 
to  prove  it  to  be  a  true  hydrocele  of  the 
vaginal  tunic ;  from  which  I  advifed  him 
to  have  the  water  immediatelv  drawn  off. 

rj 
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As  it  was  not  very  troublefome  to  him, 
he  did  not  choofe  to  have  it  done  then  ; 
but  went  away,  telling  me,  that  I  fbould 

a 

foon  fee  him  again.  He  took  the  opinions 
of  two  others,  both  of  whom  told  him  the 
fame  thing,  and  gave  him  the  fame  advice. 

At  the  end  of  half  a  year  he  came  to 
me  again,  with  the  fcrotum  full,  and  of  a 
pyriform  figure,  and  fo  large  as  to  be  very 
evident  thro5  his  breeches, 

I  would  have  tapped  him  immediately, 
but  as  he  had  never  feen  any  thing  of  the 
kind,  I  could  not  convince  him  that  it 
would  not  confine  him  the  next  day  >  and 
as  he  had  fome  particular  bufinefs  to  tranf- 
adl  in  the  country,  he  chofe  to  go  thither 
fir  ft,  and  to  fubmit  to  the  operation  when 
he  fhould  return  from  thence. 

I  law  no  more  of  him  for  near  two 
months  ;  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
called  upon  me,  and  (hewed  me  a  fcro¬ 
tum  perfe&ly  empty,  and  free  from  dif- 
eafe. 

Taking  it  for  granted  that  he  had  been 
tapped,  I  afked  him  who  had  done  it  for 
him :  he  told  me,  that  before  he  could 
finilh  the  bufinefs,  for  which  he  went  into 
the  country,  he  was  feized  (for  the  firft 

time 
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time  in  his  life)  with  a  fevere  fit  of  the 
gout ;  which  had  confined  him  to  his  bed 
for  fix  weeks,  during  which  confinement 
his  fwelling  had  gradually,  and  totally 
diffipated. 

I  have  often  feen  him  fince,  and  he  (till 
remains  perfectly  free  from  all  appearance 
of  difeafe. 

k  • 

1 

•  ,  -  •  >  '  *  15  ’■  i  "■ 

CASE  XX. 

*  '  X""*  '  '  *  •  Y  *  ’  .  ■  '  •;  '  -1 

A  Middle- aged  man  die  wed  me  a  hydro¬ 
cele  of  the  vaginal  tunic,  which  had 
been  near  two  years  collecting,  but  from 
which  the  water  had  never  been  drawn ;  I 
advifed  him  to  have  it  done  foon,  and  he 
fixed  on  the  next  morning. 

In  his  way  home,  he  got  fuddled ;  fell 
down  into  the  area  of  an  empty  houfe, 
and  in  his  fall  (truck  his  ferotum  againft 
a  piece  of  fcaffolding. 

In  the  morning  early  he  fentfor  me. 
I  found  him  in  bed,  with  a  great  eccliy- 
mofis  under  the  (kin  of  the  ferotum,  which 
was  much  fwolien,  and  very  painful  /  I 
would  have  perfuaded  him  to  have  per¬ 
mitted  me  to  let  the  water  out*  (thinking 

thereby 
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thereby  to  have  taken  oft' part  of  the  ten- 
lion)  but  he  would  not  confent  ;  and  I 
was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  fomenta¬ 
tion,  cataplafm,  &c. 

In  about  a  fortnight  all  the  ecchymofis 
was  difiipated,  and  all  the  fwelling  from 
the  found  fide  of  the  fcrotum ;  and  both 

a.  **  * 

• 

the  patient,  and  myfelf  thought,  that  the 
tumor  from  the  hydrocele  was  confiderably 
lefs,  than  it  was  before  the  accident.  By 
perfifting  in  the  fame  method  for  about 
three  weeks  more,  the  whole  of  it  difap- 
peared,  nor  has  returned  fince.  Nor  have 
I,  ever  fince,  feen  the  fame  attempt  fucceed. 

SECTION  VIII. 

"v  ,  «  « 

Methods  of  curing  the  Hydrocele 
of  the  Vaginal  Coat. 

TH  E  methods  of  cure  (as  they  are 
called)  in  this  fpecies  of  hydrocele, 
tho’  various,  are  reducible  to  two,  viz. 

*  I  Y  N  v 

the  palliative,  or  that  which  pretends  only 
to  relieve  the  difeafe  in  prefent,  by  dis¬ 
charging  the  fluid  ;  and  the  radical,  or  that 
which  aims  at  a  perfedt  cure,  without 
leaving  a  poflibility  of  relapfe.  The  end 
V  of 
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of  the  former  is  accomplifhed  by  merely 
opening  the  containing  bag  in  fuch  man¬ 
ner  as  to  let  out  the  water  :  that  of  the 

v  _  {  I 

latter  cannot  be  obtained,  unlefs  the  cavity 
of  that  bag  be  abolilhed ;  and  no  recep¬ 
tacle  for  a  future  accumulation  left.  One 
may  be  praddfed.  at  all  times  of  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  life ;  and  in  almojl  any  ftate  of  health 
and  habit :  the  other  lies  under  fome  re- 
ftraints  and  prohibitions  ;  arifing  from  the 
circumftances  of  age,  conftitution,  ftate  of 
the  parts,  &c.  &'c.  &c. 

The  palliative  cure,  (as  I  have  juft  ob* 
ferved)  confifts  in  merely  giving  difcharge 
to  the  fluid  which  is  contained  in,  and 
diftends  the  tunica  vaginalis. 

The  operation  by  which  this  may  be 
accomplifhed,  is  a  very  Ample  one.  The 
only  circumftances  requiring  our  attention 
in  it,  are,  the  inftrument  wherewith  we 
would  perform  it ;  and  the  place  or  part 
of  the  tumor,  into  which  fuch  inftrument 
fhould  be  pafled. 

v  *  A  -  ' ,  '  1 

The  two  inftruments  in  ufe,  are  the 
common  bleeding  lancet,  and  the  trochar. 

The  former,  having  the  finer  point,  may 
pofiibly  pafs  in  rather  the  eafier,  (thb*  the 
difference  is  hardly  perceptible)  but  is,  in 

K  my 
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my  opinion,  liable  to  inconveniences,  ta 
which  the  latter  is  not.  The  trochar,  by 

means  of  its  cannula,  fecures  the  exit  of 

\  /  s 

the  whole  fluid  without  a  poffibility  of 
prevention  >  the  lancet  cannot.  And  there¬ 
fore  it  frequently  happens  when  this  in- 
ftrument  is  ufed,  either,  that  fome  of  the 

i 

water  is  left  behind,,  or  that  fome  degree 
of  handling  and  fqueezing  is  required  for 
its  expuliion  ;  or,  that  the  introduction  of 
a  probe,  or  a  director,  or  fome  fuch  inflru- 
ment,  becomes  neceflary  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe.  The  former  of  thefe  may  in  fome 
habits  be  productive  of  inflammation  *  $ 
the  latter  prolongs,  what  would  otherwife 
fee  a  flhort  operation,  and  multiplies  the 
Heceflary  inftruments ;  which,  in  every  o- 
peration  in  furgery,  is  wrong.  To  which 
k  may  be  added,  that  if  any  of  the  fluid 
be  left  in  the  vaginal  coat,  or  infinuates- 
itlelf  into  the  cells  of  the  dartos,  the  pa¬ 
tient  will  have  reafon  to  think  the  opera¬ 
tion  imperfeCt,  and  to  fear  that  he  fhall 
not  reap  even  the  temporary  advantage 

which 

*  A  confequence  which  I  have  feen  to  proceed  from 
it,  attended  with  a  Hough  of  the  whole  dartos,  and 
which- 1  am  much  inclined  to  believe  would  not  hav© 
Happened  m  the  fame  perfon,  had  the  water  been  drawn 
off  by  a  trochar. 
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which  he  expected.  The  place  where  this 
pundture  ought  to  be  made,  is  a  circum- 
fiance  of  much  more  real  confequence  ; 
the  fuccefs  of  the  attempt,  the  cafe,  and 
even  fometimes  the  fafety  of  the  patient 
depending  upon  it. 

Whoever  conceives,  as  many  have  done, 
and  fome  ftill  do,  that  the  teflicle  hangs 
loofe  in  the  middle  of  the  water  within 
the  vaginal  coat  (like  a  clapper  within  a 

/  V 

bell)  muft  alfo  fuppofe  that  every  part  of 
the  general  tumor  is  equally  fit,  and  proper 
for  this  operation.  The  idea  is  erroneous, 
and  the  experiment  may  prove  highly  mif- 
chievous.  All  the  anterior  and  lateral  parts 
of  the  vaginal  coat,  are  loofe  and  detached 
from  the  albuginea ;  in  its  posterior,  and 
fuperior  part,  thefe  two  tunics  make  one  ; 
confequently  the  teflicle  is,  as  it  were,  af¬ 
fixed  to  the  poflerior  and  fuperior  part  of 
the  cavity  of  the  fac  of  an  hydrocele  ;  and, 
confequently,  the  water*  or  fluid  can  never 
get  quite  round  it.  This  being  the  flate 
of  the  cafe,  the  operation  ought  always  to 
be  performed  on  that  part  of  the  tumor, 
where  the  two  coats  are  at  the  greateft 
diftance  from  each  other  j  and  where  the 
fluid  muft  therefore  be  accumulated  in  the 
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largeft  quantity ;  and  never  on  that  part  of 
it  where  the  fluid  cannot  poflibly  be.  The 
confequence  of  adding  otherwife  muft  not 
only  produce  a  difappointment,  by  not 
reaching  the  faid  fluid ;  but  may  prove, 
and  has  proved  highly,  and  even  fatally, 
mifchievous  to  the  patient. 

It  was  a  cuftom  formerly,  after  perform¬ 
ing  this  operation,  to  make  ufe  of  fomen¬ 
tations,  and  difcutient  applications,  upon 
a  fuppofition  that  by  fuch  means  a  return 
of  the  difeafe  might  be  prevented.  Among 
the  old  writers,  are  to  be  found  the  forms 
of  medicines  to  be  applied  to  the  groin 
and  fcrotum,  to  prevent  a  future  defcent 
©f  the  fluid  ;  but  anatomy,  and  experience, 
have  proved  the  falfhood  of  fuch  fuppofi¬ 
tion,  and  the  abfurdity  of  fuch  applications: 
the  prefent  practitioners  content  themfelves 
with  a  bit  of  lint,  and  a  plafier  ;  and  if 
the  fcrotum  has  been  confiderably  diftend- 
ed,  they  fufpend  it  in  a  bag,  trufs  ;  and 
give  the  patient  no  farther  trouble. 

In  moll  people,  the  orifice  thus  made, 
heals  in  a  few  hours,  (like  that  made  for 
blood-letting  ;)  but  in  feme  habits,  and  cir- 
cumftances,  it  inflames  and  feflers :  this 
feftering  is  generally  fuperficial  only,  and 

is 
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h  foon  quieted  by  any  fimple  dreffing  ;  but 
it  fometimes  is  lb  confiderable,  and  extends 
fo  deep,  as  to  affeft  the  vaginal  coat,  and 
by  accident  produce  a  radical  cure.  I  have 
alia  feen  it  prove  {till  more  troublelbme 
and  even  fatal  :  but  then  the  circumftances 
both  of  the  patient,  and  .of  the  cafe,  have 
been  particular,  and  fuch  as  required  at¬ 
tention.  (See  Cafes  2 1,  and  22.) 

Whether  it  arofe  from  a  fear  of  wound¬ 
ing  the  tefticle  in  the  operation,  or  from 
a  luppofition  that  while  the  quantity  was 
fmall,  it  was  more  likely  to  difperfe  ;  or 
that  while  there  was  but  little  fluid  they 
.did  not  think  the  difeafe  fufficiently  cha- 
radterifed  ;  or  from  fome  other  reafon, 
which  they  have  not  thought  fit  to  give 
us  j  but  many  writers  of  good  authority, 
(and  among  them  Mr.  Serjeant  Wifeman,) 
have  forbid  the  puncture  in  an  adult,  while 
the  quantity  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  under 
a  pint :  which  reftriction  is  dill  fcrupu- 
loufly  attended  to  by  many  practitioners, 
to  the  no  fmall  trouble  and  inconvenience 
of  their  patients. 

When  there  is  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
fluid  to  keep  the  tefticle  from  the  mftru- 
ment,  there  can  be  no  reafon  for  deferring 
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the  difcharge  1  and  the  fingle  point  on 
which  this  argument  ought  to  reft,  is  this  ; 

Whether  the  abforbent  veflels,  by  which 
ec  the  extravafation  ffiould  be  prevented, 
“  are  more  likely  to  reaftiime  their  office, 
*e  while  the  vaginal  coat  is  thin,  and  has 
“  fuffered  but  little  violence  from  cliften- 
**  fton ;  or  after  it  has  been  ftretched,  and 
€C  diftended,  to  ten  or  perhaps  twenty 
**  times  its  natural  capacity  ;  and  by  fuch 
diftenfion  is  (like  all  other  membranes) 
“  become  thick,  hard,  and  tough.’*  For 
my  own  part,  I  think  the  probability  fo 
much  more  on  the  fide  of  the  former,  that 
I  ffiould  never  h.efitate  a  moment  about 
letting  out  the  water,  as  fo  on  as  I  found 
that  the  pundture  could  be  made  fecurely. 
And  from  what  has  happened  within  the 
frnall  circle  of  my  own  experience,  I  am 
inclined  to  believe,  that  if  it  was  perform¬ 
ed  more  early  than  it  generally  is,  it  might 
fometimes  prevent  the  return  of  the 
difeafe.  jl 
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C  A  S  E  XXL 

A  Gentleman,  turned  of  fixty,  came  to 
me  with  an  hydrocele  of  the  tunica 
-vaginalis. 

He  was  corpulent,  full  habited,  inclined 

to  be  adhmatic,  and  fubjedt  to  an  irregu- 

/ 

Jar  kind  of  gouty  inflammation,  which 
attacked  different  parts  of  him,  at  different 
times.  The  difeafe  was  on  the  right  fide, 
the  fcrotum  much  diflended,  and  on  the 
fkin  of  it  was  an  inflammatory  kind  of 
.blufli.  His  pulfe  was  hard,  and  as  I 
thought  too  frequent,  and  he  deemed  to 
me  to  have  a  degree  of  heat,  and  third:, 
-not  confident  with  health.  His  age,  his 
habit,  his  genera]  date,  and  what  I  appre¬ 
hended  to  be  the  date  of  the  fac,  all  for¬ 
bad  any  attempt  but  the  pundture;  and  I 
took  fome  pains  to  diffuade  him  from  that, 
until  *he  fhould  have  removed  both  his 
general  complaints,  and  the  local  inflam¬ 
mation  on  the  fcrotum.  He  faid,  that  he 
felt  himfelf  perfedtly  well  •>  that  he  was 
fure  he  had  no  gout  about  him  then ;  that 
what  I  took  for  an  inflammation  on  the 
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fcrotum,  was  only  a  fcorbutic  eruption  to 
which  he  was  frequently  fubjedt  \  and  con¬ 
cluded  with  a  hint,  that  he  thought  what^ 
ever  fhould  be  done  previous  to  letting 
out  the  water,  could  be  deligned  only  for 
my  own  benefit,  by  lengthening  the  time 

of  my  attendance. 

* 

I  pierced  the  middle  and  anterior  part 
of  the  fcrotum  with  a  fm all  trochar, 
and  drew  off  near  a  quart  of  a  greenifti 
fluid  ;  I  put  a  bit  of  lint  and  plafter  on  the 
orifice,  and  as  the  empty  fcrotum  hung 
very  loofe,  and  flabby,  I  perfuaded  him  to 
let  it  be  fufpended  in  a  bag  trufs, 

In  the  afternoon  he  went  out  3  and  at 
night  finding  that  the  plafter  was  rubbed 
oft',  and  thinking  that  the  iufpenfory  was 
put  on  for  no  other  reafon,  but  merely  tq 
keep  the  drefting  on,  he  took  oft'  his 
bandage. 

Next  day  he  went  out  again,  walked  a 
gqod  deal,  drank  freely  after  dinner,  and 
when  he  came  to  his  lodging  in  the  even-* 
ing  he  went  to  bed  much  out  of  order.  In 
the  night  he  had  a  feyere  rigour,  for  which 
he  took  a  large  fpoonful  of  a  tindiure  of 
fnake-root  and  fafffon,  which  he  always 
kept  by  him. 
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On  the  third  day  finding  his  fcrotum 
much  fwollen,  and  very  uneafy,  he  fent 
for  me. 

I  found  him  in  bed,  complaining  af 
great  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  his  belly, 
and  groin  :  his  pulfe  was  quick,  hard,  and 
irregular;  his  fkin  hot;  his  tongue  dry, 
and  black  :  his  countenance  flufhed ;  and 
his  intelle&s  not  quite  Heady.  His  fcro- 
turn  was  fwelled  and  inflamed  all  over 
and  in  a  part  confiderably  diftant  from  the 
punfture,  was  a  mortified  fpot  as  big  as 
a  (hilling. 

After  I  had  dreffed  him,  I  defired  as  he 
was  quite  a  ftranger  to  me,  as  well  as  to 
the  people  of  the  houfe  where  he  lodged, 
that  he  might  have  more  affiftance  :  ac¬ 
cordingly  a  phyfician  was  fent  for,  who 
prefcribed  for  him.  At  the  end  of  three 
days  one  half  of  the  fcrotum  was  com- 
pleatly  mortified ;  and  in  about  feven  more 
it  cafi:  off,  with  fo  large  a  portion  of  the 
tunica  vaginalis,  that  I  had  no  doubt  that 
none  of  it  was  left. 

The  gout  now  made  an  attack  on  his 
feet,  and  the  inflammation  left  all  other 
parts  ;  tbe  fore  put  on  a  good  afpeft,  and 
in  aflhort  time  he  got  well.  But  notwith¬ 
standing 
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Handing  tSie  very  large  portion  of  the  va¬ 
ginal  coat  which  came  away  in  a  flough# 
I  have  twice  finee  drawn  off  a  full  pint  of 
^vater  from  the  fame  fide. 


CASE  XXII. 


Man  about  forty,  afflidted  with  a  large 


jLjl.  hydrocele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  and 
which,  from  a  mifapprehenfion  of  the  true 
nature  of  the4  difeafe,  he  had  never  con- 
fulled  any  body  about,  having  been  robbed 
by  a  fervant  of  a  confiderable  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney,  was  obliged  to  travel  very  hard,  on 
horfefoack,  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Exeter,  to  London. 

When  he  fet  out,  his  fcrotum  was  free 
from  all  difeafe,  except  its  diftention  by 
the  water ;  but  when  he  came  to  this 
town,  it  was  covered  all  over  with  an  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  eryiipelatous  kind^ 
was  much  increafed  in  fize,  and  very  pain¬ 
ful  to  the  touch.  He  was  much  fatigued 
with  his  journey,  and  juft  before  he  went 
to  bed  in  the  evening,  had  a  fhivering, 
which  was  followed  by  a  very  reftlefs 
flight,  and  a  confiderable  degree  of  fever, 


In 


the  H  YDROCE  L  E,  &c.  1 39 

In  the  morning  his  fcrotum  was  fo  much 
inflamed,  that  he  was  alarmed  at  the  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  fent  for  affiftance.  The  per- 
fon  who  came  to  him,  immediately  made 
an  opening,  by  means  of  a  pointed  knife, 
into  the  tunica  vaginalis,  and  gave  dif- 
icharge  to  a  confiderable  quantity  of  water  f 
but,  by  night,  the  whole  fcrotum  was  mor¬ 
tified.  That  evening  I  faw  him,  but 
without  any  hopes  of  being  able  to  ferve 
him.  His  pulfe,  which  had  been  full, 
hard,  and  rapid,  was  now  fmall,  and 
faultring  5  his  head  was  very  unfteady, 
and  his  extremities  cold ;  all  the  tume¬ 
faction  of  the  fcrotum  was  gone,  and  it 
feemed  one  large  efchar.  On  the  next 
morning  he  died. 

Nov/,  tho’  it  be  very  poffible,  that  the 
fame  appearance  and  event  might  have 
enfued,  if  no  punCture  had  been  made ;  yet 
I  think  it  is  very  clear,  that  it  would  have 
been  more  prudent  to  have  tried  firft  what 
a  foft  cataplafm,  and  an  antiphlogiftic  me¬ 
thod  could  have  done.  For,  by  making 
the  opening  haftily,  and  without  a  proper 
prognoftic,  the  operator  (whether  defer- 

yedly  or  not)  incurred  all  the  blame. 

1  >  * 

CASE 
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CASE  XXIII. 


Poor  man  was  brought  from  the  neigh- 


j\.  bourhood  of  Rofemary-lane,  to  St. 
Bartholomew’s  Hofpital. 

His  fcrotuin  was  of  prodigious  fize ;  very 
hard,  exceffively  inflamed,  quite  up  to  his 
groin;  it  was  of  a  dutky  red  color;  ex¬ 
tremely  painful  to  the  touch ;  and  in  one 
part  feemed  inclined  to  fphacelate ;  the 
fpermatic  procefs  alfo,  was  confiderably 
thickened.  He  had  a  hard,  full,  rapid 
pulfe;  a  hot  (kin;  a  flufhed  countenance; 
great  third;  and  complained  of  mod  ex¬ 
cruciating  pain  in  his  back. 

The  account  he  gave,  was,  that  he  had 
for  tome  years  been  troubled  with  a  fwei- 
ling  on  the  right  fide  of  his  fcrotum, 
which  fome  of  the  furgeons  of  St.  Tho¬ 
mas’s  Hofpital  had  told  him  was  a  water- 
rupture,  and  would  have  tapped  :  that  he 
had  alfo  applied  to  feveral  rupture-dodtors, 
each  of  whom  had  fold  him  a  bandage, 
and  fome  of  them  had  pretended  to  cure 
him  by  medicines  and  applications  :  that 
finding  no  relief  from  any  of  thefe,  he  had 
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a  few  days  before  given  an  itinerant  ftage- 
quack  three  guineas  to  cure  him.  That  this 
operator  laid  him  on  his  back,  on  a  couch, 
and  lifting  up  the  tumor,  thruft  an  inflru- 
ment  into  it.  That  no  difcharge  followed 
but  blood.  That  it  bled  for  near  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  and  then  flopped  upon  his 
fainting  away.  That  from  the  time  of  this 
operation  (which  was  two  days)  he  had 
been  in  extreme  pain  and,  that  his  opera¬ 
tor  not  coming  to  take  any  care  of  him, 
his  friends  had  brought  him  to  the  ho¬ 
lm  tal.  He  was  immediately  bled,  had  a 
glyfter  injected,  and  the  fcrotum  was  in- 
veloped  in  a  foft  warm  pultice,  and  tied 
up  in  a  bag  trufs.  When  he  had  pafied 
a  ftool,  I  ordered  him  a  grain  of  extraft. 
thebaic,  to  be  taken  immediately,  and  re¬ 
peated  again  at  the  diftance  of  fix  or  eight 
hours.  Next  day  he  was  much  the  fame 
in  every  refpedt ,  his  pain  was  exceflive, 
particularly  in  his  back,  and  he  had  not 
iclofed  his  eyes.  I  bled  him  again  freely, 
(he  had  two  ftools  in  the  night)  and  gave 
him  two  grains  of  opium,  and  direction  to 
repeat  one  grain  every  fix  hours  until  he 
got  eafe  and  fieep.  His  fcrotum  was  well 
fomented,  and  the  cataplafm  continued. 

Two 
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Two  days  more  were  fpent  in  this  manner* 
before  we  obtained  any  remiflion  of  the 
fymptoms ,  when  that  was  done,  I  pierced 
the  anterior  part  of  the  tumor,  and  drew 
off  more  than  a  pint  of  bloody  ferum. 
The  tedicle  now  apppeared  very  much  in- 
larged,  and  hardened  j  but  by  perfiding  in 
the  antiphlogidic  method*  he  at  length 
got  well. 

I  fuppofe  the  reader  will  have  as  little 
doubt  as  I  have,  that  all  this  mifchief  was 
produced  by  wounding  the  tedicle,  of 
epididymis. 

i 

CASE  XXIV. 

A  Young  fellow,  who  was  waiter  at  a 
tavern  in  the  city,  and  who  had  for 
fame  months  pad  laboured  under  a  fuc- 
ceflion  of  pocky  fymptoms,  had  at  lad  a 
true  venereal  farcocele,  with  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  fluid  in  the  vaginal  coat. 

As  he  had  feveral  other  venereal  fymp¬ 
toms  then  upon  him,  and  his  way  of  life 
fubjedted  him  to  great  irregularity,  I  ad- 
vifed  him  to  obtain  leave  to  quit  his  place* 
and  attend  to  his  cure.  This  he  did  not 
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chufe  to  comply  with ;  and  I  heard  no 
more  of  him  till  about  a  month  afterwards* 
when  his  mafter  defired  me  to  call  at  his 
houfe. 

I  found  the  lad  in  bed,  with  a  high  fe¬ 
ver,  and  with  his  fcrotum  fwelled,  and  in¬ 
flamed  to  a  very  great  degree.  He  faid, 
that  two  days  before  he  had  met  with  an 
acquaintance  (a  furgeon’s  mate  of  a  man 
of  war)  who  told  him,  that  his  whole 
complaint  was  a  water-rupture,  and  that 
for  a  bottle  of  claret  he  would  cure  him 
Immediately.  That  he  had  thruft  a  lancet 
deep  into  the  lower  part  of  the  fwelling  $ 
that  nothing  followed  but  blood ;  that  he 
had  fpent  fome  minutes  in  poking  into  it 
with  a  probe,  in  hopes  of  getting  the  wa¬ 
ter  out,  but  ineffectually  ;  but  that  he  had 
been  in  racking  pain  ever  flnce.  Phlebo¬ 
tomy,  glyfters,  opiates,  febrifuge  medi¬ 
cines,  &c.  were  all  employed,  by  which 
means  his  pain,  fever,  &c.  were  at  length 
got  the  better  of ;  but  almofl:  the  whole 
tefticle  call  off  in  one  large  Hough. 


Means 
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Means  for  a  Radical  Cure, 

E''  Very  other  method  of  treating  this  kind 
j  of  hydrocele,  except  the  punCture, 
was  either  originally  intended  to  obtain  a 
radical  cure  ;  or,  having  been  found  to 
have  been  often  productive  of  fuch,  has 
been  by  different  people,  ranked,  fame- 
times  among  the  palliative,  feme  times  a- 
mong  the  radical  means. 

In  many  of  the  old  writers  are  found 
directions  for  obtaining  the  cure  of  this 
difeafe  by  the  ufe  of  a  feton,  a  cannula,  a 
tent,  a  cauftic,  a  ligature,  an  injection,  or 
an  incifion. 

Some  of  thefe  are  adopted,  or  preferred 
by  one,  and  fome  by  another,  accordingto 
the  theory  which  they  entertained  of  the 
diforder  ;  or  to  the  benefits  which  they 
had  feen  to  have  accidentally  arifen  from 
the  ufe  of  the  faid  means. 

To  reduce  thefe  under  fome  kind  of 
method,  (which  the  manner  of  their  be¬ 
ing  delivered  to  us,  does  in  general  not 
very  eafily  admit)  wre  may  fay,  that  the 
feton,  the  tent,  and  the  cannula,  were 

.  -  i 
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either  originally  meant  to  palliate  a  difeafe^ 
of  which  the  old  practitioners  had  very 
difagreeahle  apprehenfions ;  or  that  they 
were  made  ufe  of  upon  a  fuppofition  that 
the  fluid  contained  in  the  cyft,  was  in  itfelf 
noxious ;  or  that  the  general  habit  of  the 
patient  was  relieved,  and  many  other  dif- 
orders  prevented  by  the  faid  humor  falling, 
or  being  depofited  in  that  part  ;  or  .  from 
an  opinion  that  the  cure  of  it  ought  not, 
by  any  means,  to  be  haftily,  or  rafhly  at¬ 
tempted  :  that  the  cauftic,  cautery,  and 
ligature,  were  defigned  to  prevent  the  fup- 
pofed  defcent  of  the  water  from  the  ab- 

domen  into  the  fcrotum  :  and,  that  the  in- 

_  .  1  \ 

jedtion  was  calculated  for  the  conftriCtion 
of  a  fuppofed  breach  in  lymphatic 
veflels. 

Some  of  thefe  (happily  for  mankind) 
are  now  quite  laid  afide  ;  the  reafons  for 
their  ufe  being  found  to  be  falfe  and 
groundlefs  :  of  this  kind  are  the  cautery, 
the  ligature,  and  the  injeCtion.  The  wa¬ 
ter  is  now,  by  every  body  who  has  made 
any  enquiry  into  the  matter,  known  to  be 
formed  and  collected  in  the  part  where  it 
is  found  ;  and  not  to  have  fallen  into  it 

from  the  bellv  :  and,  tho’  an  obftruftion 

*  * 
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in  the  lymphatic  veffels  of  the  fpermatic 
chord,  may  in  feme  degree  prevent  the  re¬ 
gular  and  due  abforption  of  the  fluid,  from 
the  vaginal  tunic,  yet,  no  breach,  or  rup¬ 
ture  of  fuch  veffels,  can  ever  produce  the 
difeafe  in  queftion  :  the  extravafation  in 
fuch  cafe,  muff  be  in  another  part ;  and 
may  poflibiy  caufe  a  hydrocele  of  the  cel¬ 
lular  kind,  in  the  common  membrane  of 
the  fpermatic  veffels,  but  which  can  never 
be  found  within  the  tunica  vaginalis. 

The  reafons  originally  given  for  the  ufe 
of  the  tent,  and  the  cannula,  viz.  the  noxi¬ 
ous  quality  of  the  fluid,  and  the  neceffity 
of  a '  gradual  cure,  are  now  alfo  known, 
and  acknowledged  to  be  without  founda¬ 
tion  f  and  therefore  tho’  thefe  methods,  or 
methods  like  thefe,  do  hill  continue  to  be 
ufed,  yet  it  is  with  another  view,  and  upon 
other  principles :  not  with  intention  to 
lengthen  the  time  of  a  cure,  by  making 
a  gradual  drain  for  the  prevention  of  other 
diforders  ;  but  merely,  to  abolifh  the 
cavity  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  by  hav¬ 
ing  excited,  and  maintained  fuch  a  degree 
of  inflammation  and  fbppuration,  as  fhall 
produce  an  union  between  that  coat,  and 
the  albuginea  teftis* 


This 
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This  is  indeed  the  only  rational  end, 
which  can,  by  any  of  thefe  means,  be  pur- 
fued  :  for  the  diforder  being  abfolutely 
local,  and  the  tunica  vaginalis  (the  feat  of 
it)  moft  commonly  fomewhat  altered  from 
its  natural  ftate,  by  having  been  diftended  ; 
unlefs  the  abforbent  veflels  can  again  be 
reftored  to  a  capacity  of  doiftg  their  duty, 
(a  circumftance  which  does  not  very  often 
happen)  the  arteries  will  continue  to  ex¬ 
hale  new  ferum  into  the  cavity,  and  the 
hydrocele  will  hill  remain,  or  be  renewed 
in  a  fhort  time  after  each  difcharge. 

To  obtain  this  end,  two  kinds  of  means 
are  propofed  ;  in  the  ufe  of  one,  it  is  in¬ 
tended,  by  means  of  a  fmall  wound,  to 
excite  fuch  a  degree  of  inflammation,  as 
fhall  occafion,  or  be  followed  by,  a  total, 
and  abfolute  cohefion  of  the  tunica  vagi¬ 
nalis  with  the  tunica  albuginea  :  in  the 
other,  a  larger  and  more  free  incifion  is 
made ;  whereby  the  cavity  of  the  former 
of  thefe  coats,  is  converted  into  a  hollow, 
or  open  fore,  or  ulcer,  to  be  filled  up  by  a 
new  incarnation ;  or  elfe,  a  part  of  the 
faid  tunic  being  cut  away,  its  power  of  a- 
gain  holding  the  extravafated  fluid  is  e- 
qually  prevented. 

.  ;  :  L  2  .  The 
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The  firft,  or  union  of  the  two  coats  in 
eonfequence  of ,  inflammation  h^s  fome- 
times  been  found  to  follow  the  ufe  of  fuch 
means,  as  were  intended  to  procure  only 
a  temporary  relief  :  it  fometimes  follows 
the  Ample  puncture  with  the  trochar,  or 
lancet  ;  the  ancient  method  of  letting  out 
the  water,  by  a  fmall  inciflon,  frequently 
produced  it  *  ;  and  the  feton,  the  tent,  and 
the  cannula,  tho’  ufed  for  another  pur- 
pofe,  or  at  leafl:  for  other  reafons,  were 
found  to  be  followed  by  it  fo  often,  that 
they  foon  were  ranked  among  the  means 
for  obtaining  a  radical  cure  ~fr. 

They 

*  This  was  by  making,  firft  an  incifion  of  feme  length, 
thro’  the  ferotum,  and  dartos,  fo  as  to  lay  the  tunica 
vaginalis  bare,  and  then  by  making  a  puncture  in  the 
latter.  The  accounts  given  by  Brunus  and  Theodoric, 
are  the  fame  as  that  of  ail  the  writers  before  them,  and 
have  been  copied  by  many  fmee  :4'  Curatioejus  eft,  ut 
44  incidatur  cutis  tefticuiorum  fe£tione  ampla  fecundum 
44  longitudinem  ejus  ;  dein  perfora,  et  aquam  extrahe/* 
f  Many  of  the  old  writers  have  left  us  directions,  for 
patting  the  feton,  and  for  introducing  the  tent,  either 
of  lint  or  fponge,  and  the  cannula,  either  c^f  alder,  or 
of  filver. 

Gulieftmis  e  Saliceto,  haying  firft  propofed  the  ufe  of 
externalapplications,  fays,cc  Sihac  vianonconfumitura* 
44  qua,  tunc  perfora burfam, cum  phiebotomo  tuoacuto^ 
44  etextrahe  aquam,  non  fubito  totam,  fed  partem;  et 
pone  in  for  amine  illo  tentam  lineam,  vel  ftuppeamf 

♦4  au>t 
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They  were  indeed,  (as  I  have  already 
obierved)  originally  deiigned  to  difcharge 
the  water  gradually ;  and  to  continue  fuch 

a  drain  from  the  parts  where  it  had  been 

L  3  collected, 

<6  aut  fpongiam  ;  ut  poftes  dediein  diem  aquamextra- 
here  :  et  notaquod  hujufmodi  segritudo  multoties  re* 
£C  cidivat ;  et  fi  fic,  Temper  redeas  ad  perforationem  ante* 
didlam  :  et  via  ifta,  et  modo,  perfedfe  curabitur.” 
Fabritiusab  Aquapendente,  fpeaks  of  the  tent  a^  fre* 
quently  ufed  by  him,  in  the  mi^ed  cafe  of  hydrocele, 
and  farcocele,  or  difeafed  tefticle*.  tho’  by  the  account 
he  gives  of  his  fuccefs  it  is  pretty  clear,  that  he  ufed  it 
in  the  hydrocele  only  ;  or  when  the-tefticle  was  not  really 
difeafed.  His  words  are,  46,Si  carnofa  fimul  et  aquofe 
6(  fit  hernia,  ego  talem  adhibeo  curam.  Seco  cutem,  et 
(( incifipnemfacioexiguamet  inlocopotiusaltiori,  quam 
infundoj  inde,  turundaimpofitacum  digeftivo,etpus 
14  moventemedicamento  procedo,  nequeunquamtotum 
44  pus  extraho,  fed  perpetuo  banam  partem  intusrelin- 
44  quo,  quod  fenfim  carnem  corrodat,  et  ita  fanat.”  An 
•adbefion  of  the  vaginal  coat,  with  the  albuginea,  may  be 
the  confequence  of  fuch  treatment  of  an  hydrocele,  and 
confequently  fuch  patient  may  obtain  a  radical  cure  .5 
but  whoever  has.feen  any  thing  of  the  difeafe  properly 
galled  a  farcocele,  will  know,  that  it  will  veryfeldom 
•bear  fuch.  rough  treatment. 

This  method  of  procuring  a  firm  cure  (by  the  tent) 
is  mentioned  by  Ruyfch  :  44  Sanari  quidem  valet  id  mali 
pertufofcroto,opeinfi:runientitouchart  didfo,  vellan^ 
4i  ceola  phlebotomica,  ut  aqua  vulnere  exeat,  fed  cito 
46  plerumque  recrudefcit  malum.  Siautem  curationem 
**  aggrederis  aperiendofcroturnapartefuperioriad  latus, 
46  tumque  vulnus  turunda  oblonga  ungu.ento  rofaceo^ 

6i  mercuri© 
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collected,  as  might  prevent  any  of  the  ill 
confequences,  apprehended,  from  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  local  diforder :  but  the  in¬ 
flammation,  which  iupervened  fometimes, 

producing 

mercuric  prec'ipitato  rubro  inundlo  oppleveris,  donee 
lenis  inflammatio,  eique  fuccedens  fuppuratio  parva, 
sc  membranulas  ftillantes  putrefecerit,  tuneque  eas  te- 
cs  naculo  eduxeris, 

Profeffor  Monro,  of  Edinburgh,  has  propofed  a  me¬ 
thod  of  cure,  upon  the  fame  principle  ;  but  much  bet¬ 
ter,  and  more  likely  to  procure  the  one  thing  aimed  at^ 
(the  lenis  inflammatio)  as  he  employs  no  catheretic  me¬ 
dicines.  His  words  are  :  Ci  Confidering  how  readily 
ct  contiguous  inflamed  parts  grow  together ;  and  how 
many  inftances  there  are,  of  people  having  a  radical 
4c  cure  made  of  this  hydrocele,  by  inflammations  com- 
cc  ing  on  the  part  ;  it  would  feem  no  unreasonable 
C£  pradtice,  to  endeavour  a  concretion  of  the  two  coats 
of  the  tefticie,  when  they  are  brought  contiguous  ^ 
cc  after  letting  out  the  water,  thro’  the  cannula  of  a 
C£  trochar,  by  artfully  raifing  a  fuflicient  degree  of  in- 
flammation. 

“  Th  is  to  be  fure  mu  ft  be  done  cautioufly,  and  fo 
that  the  furgeon  can  reasonably  expedt  to  be  mafter 
of  the  inflammation  ;  and  therefore  the  application 
44  of  all  irritating  medicines,  the  operation  of  which  he 

f 

■<ii  could  not  immediately  ftop,  or  any  fmgle  mechanical 
effort,  the  effect  of  which  he  could  not  be  fure  of, 
are  not  to  be  employed. 

cc  Suppofe  the  cannula  of  the  trochar  was  to  be  left 
fc  jn  ;  by  the  extremity  of  it  rubbing  againft  the  tefticie, 

j 

#c  an  inflammation  might  be  artfully  raifed  5  the  caufe 

of 
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producing  a  cohciion  of  the  facculus,  to 
the  furface  of  the  tefticle,  what  was  ori¬ 
ginally  calculated  for  a  palliative  remedy 
only,  was  by  many  adopted  for  a  radical 
one. 

L  4  If 

«  of  which  might  be  taken  away  as  foon  as  the  furgeon 
thought  fit,  Medical  EiFays. 

This  method,  withfome  fmall  alteration,  I  have  once 
or  twice  ufed  with  fuccefs.  Being  afraid  of  the  pain 
which  mio-ht  be  caufed  by  the  extremity  of  the  cannula 
rubbing  again#  the  tunica  albuginea,  and  the  irritation 
in  confequence  thereof,  I  have  left  it  in,  but  with  a  piece 
of  bougie  (whofe  length  exceeded  that  of  the  cannula 
about  a  quarter  or  an  eighth  of  an  inch)  within  it.  Of 
all  the  methods  of  ufing  a  tent,  I  think  this  is  the  belt, 
as  thtf  cannula  fecures  its  paffage  into  the  cavity  of  the 
vaginal  coat  ;  which  the  collapfing  of  that  tunic,  and 
the  loofe  texture  of  thedartos,  would  otherwife  render 
fomewhat  difficult.  But  altho’  I  have  once  or  twice  fuc- 
.  ceeded  in  this  manner,  1  have  much  oftner  been  frustra¬ 
ted  :  fometimes  it  has  proved  absolutely  ineffectual ;  and 
at  others,  I  have  feen  it  raifefuch  a  difturbance,  as  to 
render  it  neceffary  to  lay  the  whole  cavity  open  before 
a  cure  could  be  obtained. 

Of  all  the  methods  of  obtaining  a  radical  cure  of  an 
hydrocele,  by  exciting  inflammation  within  the  tunica 
vaginalis,  and  thereby  obtaining  an  adhefion  between  it 
and  the  albuginea,  that  by  the  feton  is  by  much  the 
beft  ;  it  is  the  leaft  painful,  the  moft  eafily  managed, 
excites  the  leaf!:  troublefome  fymptoms,  and  is  the  moft 
frequently  fuccefsful :  but,  as  I  fhall  have  occafion  t® 
fpealt  of  this  hereafter,  I  fhall  defer  faying  any  more 
concerning  it  in  this  place- 


}  x  > 
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If  the  event,  and  confequence  flowing 
from  thefe  means,  were  as  much  in  our 
power,  as  they  have  been  faid  to  be  ;  that 
is,  if  we  could  with  any  tolerable  precifion 
or  certainty  determine  the  degree  of  in¬ 
flammation  to  be  excited,  and  the  effect 
of  fuch  inflammation  on  the  vaginal  coat, 
there  would  be  no  doubt  of  the  utility  of 
them  ;  but  this  is  far  from  being  the  cafe ; 
for  akho’  it  fometimes  is  fufHcient  for  the 
purpofe  wifhed  for,  and  rifes  no  higher 
than  juft  to  a  degree  equal  to  that  pur¬ 
pofe,  yet  it  alfo  frequently  happens,  that 
either  fuch  degree  and  extent  of  it  is  not 
excited,  or  it  rifes  much  higher,  and 
proves  much  more  painful  and  fatiguing, 
than  was  promifed  or  intended  ;  or  (what 
I  have  feveral  times  feen)  after  a  great 
deal  of  pain,  and  confinement,  a  partial 
cohefion  only  has  been  the  confequence, 
and  the  difeafehas  ftill  remained,  notwith- 
Handing  all  the  patient's  and  our  trouble.. 
Sometimes  the  pain,  inflammation,  and 
fymptomatic  fever,  are  but  little  ;  but  on 
the  other  hand,  they  are  all  three  forne- 
times  fo  great  as  to  become  alarming,  at 
leaft  to  a  patient  who  has  been  taught  to 
cxpedt  a  cure  upon  much  more  eafy  terms* 

/  .  The 
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The  whole  fcrotum  fometimes  becomes 
exceffively  inflamed,  and  after  a  good  deal 
of  pain,  and  trouble,  large  deep  Houghs 
are  produced,  and  the  procefs  becomes  as 
irkfome  as  any  of  thofe,  whofe  event, 
(with  regard  to  a  cure)  is  much  more 
certain. 

If  the  inflammation  be  but  flight ,  the 
pain,  and  tumefaction,  moderate  $  the 
iymptomatic  fever  light  ;  the  fuppuration 
fmall,  and  an  univerfal  cohefion  of  the 
two  membranes  is  produced  ;  the  event  is 
very  fortunate,  and  a  very  troublefome  com¬ 
plaint  is  thereby  got  rid  of,  upon  very  eafy 
terms.  If  the  event  proves  what  I  have 
mentioned  in  the  fecond  place  ;  that  is, 
if  either  the  inflammation  be  confined  to 
the  dartos,  where  it  fometimes  produces 
feveral  fuperficial  abfceffes  (of  no  confe¬ 
rence  toward  the  cure  of  the  difeafe  ;)  or 
if  it  has  been  fo  partial,  as  only  to  have 
occafioned  the  cohefion  between  the  tunics 
of  fmall  compafs,  the  cavity  will  not  by 
this  means  be  abolished,  nor  any  thing 
like  a  radical  cure  be  obtained ;  conle- 
quently  the  patient  will  have  undergone 
all  the  fatigue,  confinement,  or  pain,  (be 
it  more  or  lefs)  for  nothing.  But  if  the 

inflam- 
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inflammation  rifes  high,  if  the  fcrotum 
fwells  confiderably,  and  large  deep  Houghs 
are  farmed  (as  fometimes  happens)  the 
fymptoms,  and  the  hazard  are  then  fully 
equal,  to  what  attend  thofe  more  certain 
methods.  Which  of  the  three  will  be 
the  event,  no  man  can  fay.  Under  the 
fame  external  appearances,  different  people 
are  more  or  lefs  liable  to  inflammation, 
and  fever  ;  the  confinement  of  matter,  in 
confequenceof  too  fmall  an  opening,  will  in 
fome  habits  make  ftrange  havock,  in  a  very 
fhort  time ;  and  if  a  large  opening,  and  a 
plentiful  fuppuration  mull  at  lafl:  be  fub- 
rnitted  to,  the  method  by  a  large  incifion 
at  firft,  is  preferable,  as  the  cure  is  more 
certain,  and  the  lofs  of  time  lefs.  Dif¬ 
ferent  circumftances  in  the  patient,  will 
render  one  method  preferable  to,  and  more 
likely  to  fucceed,  than  another  ;  but  when¬ 
ever  a  cure  is  attempted  by  any  of  the 
before-mentioned  means,  the  uncertainty 
of  the  event  flhould  be  made  known,  and 
the  patient  be  apprifed  of  what  may  hap¬ 
pen,  either  with  regard  to  trouble  or  dif- 
appointment. 

All  the  methods  hitherto  taken  notice 
of,  are  calculated  to  produce  a  perfect,  or 

radical 
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radical  cure,  without  making  a  large  wound, 
or  bearing  the  appearance  of  a  chirurgical 
operation  :  thofe  of  which  I  am  now  to 
fpeak,  are  intended  for  the  fame  purpofe  ; 
but  by  making  a  large  and  free  opening 
into  the  bag  containing  the  fluid,  to  ren¬ 
der  the  accomplifhment  of  fuch  purpofe 
more  certain. 

Thefe  are  called  the  cure  by  cauflic , 
and  the  cure  by  incijion .  The  cure  by 
cauflic,  is  calculated  to  fpare  the  terror 
which  a  cutting  inftrument  always  con¬ 
veys  ;  and,  (as  the  patrons  of  it  fay)  to  a- 
void  the  painful  fymptoms,  and  hazard,' 
which  frequently  attend  a  large  incifion 
in  thefe  parts.  The  method  is  this  :  a 
piece  of  the  common  pafte  cauflic,  rather 
lefs  than  a  Anger’s  breadth,  properly  fe- 
cured  by  plafler,  is  applied  the  whole 
length  of  the  anterior  part  of  the  tumor, 
which  will  neceflarily  make  an  efchar  of 
proportional  Aze.  When  this  efchar  either 
cafts  off,  or  is  divided,  an  opening  of  near¬ 
ly  the  fame  length  and  breadth  is  thereby 
intended  to  be  made  into  the  cavity  of  the 
tunica  vaginalis  teftis :  by  which  means 
^n  opportunity  is  given  to  the  furgeon  to 
apply  fuch  drefiings  to  the  inflde  of  the 

faid 
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'  „  \  ■ 

faid  tunic,  as  fhall  by  the  generation  bf 
new  fief!},  fill  up,  and  abolifh  its  cavity. 
The  preference  which  feme  practitioners 
have  given  to  this  method  before  that  by 
incifion,  has  been  upon  a  fuppofition  that 
a  circumflance  which  very  leldom  hap¬ 
pens, .  will  m  oft  frequently  occur ;  I  mean 
the  penetration  of  the  cauftic  thro'  the 

JL 

vaginal  tunic,  containing  the  fluid. 

By  this  they  hope  to  avoid  the  fymp- 
toms  which  are  fuppofed  to  be  generally 
excited  by  the  divifion  of  the  faid  bag,  by 
a  cutting  instrument.  I  will  not  fay,  that 
the  cauftic  never  does  this  ;  but  I  muft 
fay,  that  I  have  very  feldom  feen  it  do  fo. 
If  the  tumor  be  very  large  and  full  ;  the 
containing  parts  very  much  on  the  ftrefs  • 
and  the  fkin  and  dartos  very  thin ;  the 
cauftic  may  now  and  then  penetrate  thro’, 
to  the  vaginal  coat  ;  but  this,  whatever 
may  be  thought  or  pretended,  very  feldom 
happens  y  and  when  it  does  not,  the  tunica 
vaginalis  muft  be  divided  in  the  fame  ftate, 
and  manner,  as  if  no  cauftic  had  been  ap¬ 
plied.  All  the  difference  between  the 
two  methods  (cauftic  and  incifion)  will 
then  amount  to  this  ;  that  in  the  former, 
the  fkin  being  mortified,  the  patient  is 

freed 
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freed  from  a  part  of  his  apprehenfion  at 
its  being  cut ;  and  the  furgeon,  fanfying 
that  his  efcharotic  has  gone  thro'  the  va¬ 
ginal  coat,  will  divide  it,  as  a  part  of  the 
efchar  :  but  a  more  careful  examination 
of  what  he  is  about,  at  the  time  of  fuch 
operation,  would  generally  convince  the 
latter,  that  he  divides  the  *  bag  unaltered 
by  the  cauftic ;  and  the  fymptoms  which 
often  attend  this  procefs,  confirm  it.  It 
has  indeed  been  propofed  to  divide  the 
efchar  made  in  the  ikin,  down  to  the  fur- 
face  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  and  then  by 
the  application  of  a  frefh  cauftic  to  make  an 
efchar  in  that  coat  alfo.  But  whoever  makes, 
or  fubmits  to  this  experiment,  will  find  that 
of  two  evils,  he  chufes  the  greater ;  and 
to  avoid  the  pain  of  inciiion,  incurs  a  much 
greater  degree  of  it  by  the  repetition  of  the 
efcharotic.  The  pain  attending  the  firft 
application  of  the  caufiic,  is  indeed  to 
feme  perfons  but  little ;  but  in  many  it 
is  fully  equal  to  that  of  the  knife,  and 
muff  always  be  of  much  longer  duration  : 
if  it  does  not  penetrate  the  tunica  vagi¬ 
nalis,  that  bag  muft  be  divided  by  a  cut¬ 
ting  inftrument  (as  I  have  already  faid)  in 
the  fame  ftate  as  if  no  cauftic  had  been 

applied  ^ 
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applied;  which  incifion  is,  and  mull  be 
accompanied,  with  the  fame  fymptoms* 
(in  the  fame  perfon)  as  in  the  operation 
by  the  knife  only.  Nor  can  we  at  all  times 
confine  the  cauftic,  fo  as  that  it  fhall  not 
caufe  a  much  larger  fare,  than  is  intend¬ 
ed,  or  can  be  neceffary. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  cure  by  cauftic,  as 
it  fpares  the  terror,  and  apprehenfion  of  a 
bloody  operation  by  the  knife,  and  as  it 
requires  no  dexterity  in  the  operator, 
may,  on  thofe  two  accounts  become  pre¬ 
ferable  both  to  many  patients  and  fur- 
geons ;  yet  whoever  promifes  to  perform, 
or  experts  to  receive  a  radical  cure  by 
cauftic,  upon  much  eafier  terms  than  by 
incifion,  will  moil  frequently  be  difap- 
pointed  ;  that  is,  they  will  frequently  find 
the  fever,  and  inflammatory  fymptoms  full 
as  high,  and  the  fore  full  as  painful  in  the 
one  as  in  the  other ;  and  confequently  all 
their  care  and  attention  to  obviate  mif- 
chief,  full  as  neceffary.  Neither  is  the 
acceffary  confinement,  in  general,  at  all 
lets  in  the  one  than  in  the  other. 

'  One  of  the  methods  made  ufe  of  by  the 
ancients,  to  let  out  the  fluid  from  an  hy¬ 
drocele  of  the  vaginal  coat  was,  (as  I  have 
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already  obferved)  by  making  a  pretty  large 
divifion  of  the  fcrotum  and  dartos,  and 
having  by  that  means  laid  the  tunic  bare* 
to  make  an  opening  into  that  alfo,  and 
thereby  diicharge  the  contents.  This 
method  fometimes  produced  a  perfect  cure 
in  the  firfl:  inftance,  but  much  more  fre¬ 
quently  produced  only  a  temporary  relief. 
If  the  opening  made  in  the  tunica  vagi¬ 
nalis  was  fmall,  and  united  again  imme¬ 
diately,  the  bag  filled  again  with  water* 
and  the  difeafe  recurred  ;  but  if  the  ori¬ 
fice,  inftead  of  immediately  uniting,  be¬ 
came  inflamed,  or  floughy,  fuch  an  adhe- 
fion  of  that  coat  to  the  albuginea  teflis 
fometimes  followed,  as  caufed  an  aboli¬ 
tion  of  the  cavity  of  the  former,  and  con- 
fequently  a  radical  cure.  Tho’ this  hap¬ 
pened  now  and  then,  and  the  cure  was 
really  accidental,  yet  it  furnifhed  a  hint 
for  attempting  to  obtain  the  fame  end, 
with  a  much  greater  degree  of  certainty. 
This  was  by  dividing  or  laying  open  the 
whole  cavity  or  bag  containing  the  wa« 

f  ,  / 

ter  :  and  that,  fometimes  by  a  mere  Am¬ 
ple  divifion  of  it ;  fometimes  by  the  total 
removal  of  fome  part  of  it. 


Paulas 
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Paulas  iEgineta,  Albucafis,  Severinus, 
and  many  others  of  the  beft  of  the  ancient 
writers,  have  given  a  particular  account  of 
this  operation ;  and  it  has  at  all  times  been 
practifed  by  fome,  tho’  it  has  generally 
been  decried,  and  dreaded.  In  what  man¬ 
ner,  and  with  what  caution  it  may  have 
been  executed,  by  thofe  who  have  given 
fo  bad  an  account  of  it,  I  know  not ;  but 
by  what  I  have  feen  of  it,  I  am  very  con¬ 
fident  that  the  ills  attending  it,  have  been 
much  exaggerated  \  that  under  proper 
cautions  and  reftridlions,  it  will  be  found 
to  be  practicable  with  perfect  fafety  ,  and 
that  it  ought  by  no  means  to  be  laid  afide. 
Some  writers  of  very  good  character,  have 
appeared  very  averfe  to  it,  and  have  afcribed 
to  it  fuch  fymptoms  in  general,  as  are  in¬ 
deed  very  alarming  y  but  which  do  not 
occur,  unlefs  the  operation  be  performed 
improperly,  or  on  fubjects  unfit  for  it.  I 
have  practifed  it  very  often,  and  do  not 
remember  to  have  feen  any  ill  affects  from 
it,  more  than  two  or  three  times.  I  would 
be  very  cautious  how  I  advanced  any  thing 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  which  experience 
would  not  vindicate  ;  or  by  which  others 
might  be  mif-led  -y  but  I  have  fo  often 

made 
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made  the  experiment,  and  with  much  fuc- 
ccfs ;  that  I  cannot  heiitate  to  after  t,  that 
under  the  necefiary  restraints,,  regarding 
age,  habit.  State  of  the  dlfeafe,  &c.  it  is  a 
very  ufeful  operation,  and  may  be  pradtifed 
with  great  propriety.  I  may,  perhaps,  be 
thought  to  fpeak  better  cf  it,  than  it  de- 
ferves  ;  I  am  not  confcious  that  I  do  5  but 
I  am  much  inclined  to  believe,  that  they* 
who  appear  fo  averfe  to  it,  have  either 
pradtifed  it  on  improper  fubjedts,  and  in 
improper  circumftances  ;  or,  having  im¬ 
bibed  a  pi*ejudice  againft  it,  have  been  un- 
neceffarily  alarmed  at  what  would  not  in 
other  cafes  have  alarmed  them*;  or,  that 
not  being  Sufficiently  ap prehen  five  and  at¬ 
tentive,  they  have  Suffered  their  patients  to 
get  into  circumftances  of  hazard,  which 
are  not  juftly  chargeable  on  the  operation 
merely,  and  would  not  happen  under  more 
pareful  management. 

Advanced  age,  an  apparently  had  or  ca¬ 
chectic  habit,  adifpoiiuon  to  anafarcous  or 
leucophlegmatic  dwellings,  an  intemperate 
life,  the  cuftorn  of  drinking  fpirituous  li¬ 
quors,  and  any  fuch  general  diforder  in  the 
conftitution,  as  is  likely  to  increafe  the 
fymptomatic  fever,  which  fuch  an  opera- 

M  tiom 
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tion  rnuft  neceflarily  produce,  are  juft  ob¬ 
jections  to  it :  any  difeafe  of  the  glandular 
part  of  the  tefticle,  its  coats  or  veffels,  an 
old  irreducible  hernia,  a  difeafed  ftate  of 
the  urethra,  proftate  gland,  or  neck  of  the 
bladder,  are  (while  they  continue)  good 
reafons  for  not  performing  it :  but,  con- 
ftderatis  confiderandis,  in  young  and  heal¬ 
thy  people,  and  in  a  recent  ftate  of  the  difi* 
eafe,  this  method  of  obtaining  a  radical 
cure  is  a  yery  good,  and  a  yery  practicable 
one. 

The  method  of  performing  the  opera¬ 
tion  is,  as  follows.  Having  appointed  an 
affiftant,  to  grafp  the  upper  part  of  the  tu¬ 
mor,  in  order  to  render  it  tenfe  below,  a 
punCture  fhould  be  made  in  the  lower  and 
anterior  part,  through  the  fkin  and  vaginal 
coat.  If  the  operator  intends  to  finifh  the 
incifion  with  a  knife,  he  fhould  make  this 
punCture  large  enough  to  admit  the  end  of 
his  fore  finger ;  which  he  fhould  introduce 
immediately,  before  the  warer  is  all  dis¬ 
charged,  and  the  vaginal  coat  coilapfed  ^ 
and  upon  that  finger,  fo  introduced,  he 
fhould  continue  his  divifion  of  the  whole 
length  of  the  bag,  and  of  the  fcrotum 
which  covers  it.  If  he  inteuds  to  rife  the 
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probe-fciflars  (a  more  tedious  and  a  more 
painful  method)  he  may  make  his  firft 
pandhire  with  a  lancet,  and  then  introduce 
his  fciffars.  Upon  the  fir  ft  divifion,  the 
water  rufhes  out,  and  the  tumor  fftbfides  ; 
if  the  puncture  be  made  fmall,  a  part  of 
the  fluid  will  infinuate  itfelf  into  the  cells 
of  the  dartos,  and  by  the  immediate  col- 
lapfion  of  the  vaginal  coat,  the  operator 
will  find  fome  difficulty,  in  introducing  ei¬ 
ther  his  finger  or  his  inftrument  into  the 
orifice  made  in  it  ^  if  he  does  not  do  this, 
he  will  divide  only  thefkin  and  dartos,  and 
die  patient  muft  undergo  a  fecond  incifion, 
for  the  divifion  of  the  cyft  ;  all  which  in- 
convenience  may  be  avoided,  by  making 
the  firft  opening  large  enough  for  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  the  finger ;  and  when  that  is 
in,  all  the  reft  is,  upon  that,  very  eafity 
executed*. 

M  2  When 

*  Some  practitioners,  terrified  stthe  accounts  which 
they  have  received  of  theoperation,  and  yet  being  defi- 
rous  of  producing  a  radical  cure  in  this  manner,  have 
thought  that  they  might  leflen  the  hazard,  by  reducing 
the  fize  of  the  incifion  ;  and  therefore  make  a  very  fmall 
one  :  but  whoever  depends  upon  this,  will  findhimfelf 
■miftaken.  An  incifion  made  one  fourth  of  the  length 
of  the  fac  will  be  attended  with  all  the  trouble  and  ha« 
zard,  which  follow  one  of  two-thirds;  with  thisadditi- 
onal  inconvenience,  that  the  former  will  very  often 
prove  ineffedfiial  at  laid. 
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When  the  vaginal  tunic  is  divided,  and 
the  fluid  thereby  difcharged,  the  tefticle, 
covered  only  by  its  tunica  albuginea,  comes 
into  view  5  and  if  the  inciflon  was  either 
begun,  or  continued  very  low,  it  generally 
thruits  itfelf  out  from  the  wound.  This 
fhould  be  gently  replaced  ;  and  if  the  va~ 
ginal  coat  is  not  much  thickened,  by  ha¬ 
ving  been  long  dutended,  nothing  more 
need  be  done,  than  to  lay  a  final!  quantity 
of  fine  lintr?  into  its  cavity  ;  and  then  co¬ 
vering  the  wound  with  a  large  pledgit  and  a 
fcft  bolder,  tye  the  fcrotum  up  in  a  fufpen- 
fory  bag.  This  operation,  if  properly  per¬ 
formed,  may  be  executed  in  a  very  few  fe~ 
conds  :  it  requires  no  other  violence,  than 
the  mere  divifion  of  the  parts ;  and  if  this 
diviiiom  be  made  with  a  knife,  rather  than 
fciflars,  it  will  require  much  lefs  time,  and 
caufe  much  lefs  pain. 

The  membranous  ftrudlure  of  the  parts, 
on  which  this  wound  is  inflicted ;  their 
continuation  from  the  peritoneum ;  and 
the  great  irritability  of  fome  of  thofe  which 
are  n.eceflarily  laid  bare,  and  put  under  a 

ne- 

By  r>o  means  to  fill,  or  diftend  it,  or  to  makeany 
prefTure  on  the  tefticle  ;  whofe  tunica  albuginea  is  very 
irritable,  as  well  as  acutely  fenlible0 
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neceffity  of  receiving  dreffings,  muft  occa- 
iion  pain,  and  fymptoinatic  fever:  this  it 
is  the  buflnefs  of  art  to  moderate  and  re¬ 
lieve  •>  phlebotomy,  lenient  aperitives,  fe¬ 
brifuges,  and  opiates,  will  therefore  become 
necefiary.  But  in  this  cafe,  as  in  many 
others,  it  will  generally  be  found  much 
more  eafy  to  prevent  bad  fymptoms,  than 
to  remove  them,  when  they  have  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  attain  a  confiderable  heighth* 

*  >  ^ 

The  operation  is,  or  ought  to  be,  confined 
to  the  young  and  the  healthy,  in  whom 
inflammatory  fymptoms  are  mo  ft  likely  to 
occur ;  but  (I  believe  I  may  venture  to  fay) 

St  '  t,  ~ 

to  whom  we  have  more  efficacious  reme¬ 
dies  to  apply  in  fuch  diforders,  than  can  be 
ufed  to  people  of  a  different  habit,  and  in 
different  circumftances. 

The  general  induration  of  all  the  parts 
about,  the  thick  tumid  lips  of  the  incifion, 
and  the  general  inflammatory  enlargement 
of  the  fcrotum,  have,  for  the  firft  four  or 
live  days,  a  difagreeable  appearance ;  and 
may,  if  neglected  or  mif-treated,  prove  very 
troublefome  or  even  hazardous ;  and  the 
kind  of  difcharge,  which  during  that  time 
is  made  (a  thin  difcolored  gleet)  feems  very 
unequal  to  the  reduction  of  fo  much  tu- 

M  3  mefadion  5 
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mefaCtion  ;  but  when  the  febrile  fymptom& 
are  appeafed,  and  a  kindly  fuppuration  be¬ 
gun*  let  the  furgeon  have  patience,  and 
not  by  an  over-officioufnefs,  or  by  impro¬ 
per  dreffings,  interrupt  nature  in  what  (he 
is  about :  let  him,  by  warm  fomentations,  < 
keep  the  parts  clean,  and  perfpirable  ;  let 
him  drefs  the  wound  with  a  fmall  quantity 
©f  foft,  eafy,  digeflive  applications.;  and 
covering  the  whole  fcrctum*  with  a  foft, 
warm  pultice,  fufpend  it  in  a  proper  bag  £ 
and  he  will,  in  general,  foon  fee  a  favorable 
change  in  all  the  appearances :  he  will  fee  the 
inflammation  difappear,  the  tumor  refolve, 
and  all  the  tumefaction  in  due  time  fub- 
fide..  But  if  he  neglefts  thefe  general  cau¬ 
tions,  and,  under  a  notion  of  affifting  di- 
geftion,  goes  to  work,  with  precipitate,  and 
other  irritating  dreffings,  the  face  of  things 
will  not  be  fo  agreeable ;  the  tumor  will 
not  fubfide,  and  he  will  continue,  or  rather 
create  a  painful,  undigefted  fore,  with,  all 

its 

*  The  impalpable  farina  feminis  lini,  put  into  boil¬ 
ing  water,  with  a  proper  quantity  of  ung.  fambuc.  frefh: 
butter,  or  lard,  is  the  eafieft.  made,  and  is  the  neateft, 
foiteft,  fmootheft,  and  naoft  relaxing  application  of  the 
kind  ,  has  nothing  ofFenfive  in  its  flavour  ;  nor  is  it, 
like  moll  other  cataplafms,  likely  to  excite  a  herpes,. 
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ts  confequences  ;  but,  for  which,  he  only 
is  accountable 

M  4  In 

*  The  great  hardnefs,  which  almoft  always  attends  in¬ 
flammations  of  thefe  parts,  has  (Ifuppofe)  been  the  rea- 
fon,  why  fo  many  writers  have  advifed,  and  fo  many 
practitioners  dill  ufe  fuch  applications,  at  (though  really 
efcharotics)  are  called  diflblvers  of  induration,  and  re¬ 
movers  of  obftruCtion. 

I  would  be  Very  cautious,  how  I  made  objection  to 
what  fo  many  have  recommended  ;  and,  in  a  matter 
merefpeculation,  would  ratherdoubt  myown  judgment, 
than  that  of  fome  others  j  but  this  is  a  faCt,  of  which  I 
have  too  often  been  convinced,  to  be  midaken  $  and, 
therefore,  I  cannot  help  faying,  that  it  appears  to  me, 
that  all  applications  of  this  kind,  even  the  mildedof  them, 
(the  red  precipitate)  are  generally  very  improperly  ufed  ; 
that  they  give  unneceflary  pain  5  and  retard,  what  they 
are  ufed  with  defign  to  expedite. 

Inflammatory  hardnefs  and  tumefaction  is  not  peculi¬ 
ar  to  the  ferotum,  upon  its  being  wounded  :  it  is  com¬ 
mon  to  all  parts  of  fimilar  druCture  ;  that  is,  the 
adipofe  and  cellular  membrane  all  over  the  body. 

When  fuch  parts  are  irritated  by  a  large  wound,  they 
cannot  redd  afudden  influx  \  the  confequence  of  which, 
mud,  for  a  time,  be  obdruction,  induration,  and  fwel- 
ling  :  but,  one  moment’s  reflection  on  the  natural  Aruc- 
ture  and  date  of  thefe  parts,  before  fuch  wound  was 
inflLCted,  or  fuch  irritation  excited,  will  prove  that  eafe, 
relaxation,  and  free  fuppuration,  mud  be  the  intentions 
proper  to  be  purfued  j  and  that  every  application,  which 
either  dimulates,  gives  pain,  or  corrodes,  mud  pervert, 
and  counteract  fuch  intentions. 

The  breads  of  women,  the  axillae  of  both  fexes,  the 
parts  furrounding  the  intedinum  reCtum,  the  cellular 


mem- 
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In  about  fix  weeks,  the  (crotum  is  ge¬ 
nerally  reduced  to  nearly  its  natural  fize  ^ 

and 

membrane! n  t  h  e  p e  r  in  a  u  m ,  u  n  d  e  c  tft e  in  teg u  m  e n  ts  o f  the 
penis, -and'  fn  fever aT  other  parts  of  the  body,  are  liable 
to  this  kind  of  alteration,  when  injured' ;  butthis  indura¬ 
tion  is  very  unlike  to  a  glandular  one,  andrequires  very 
different  treatment.  In  the  latter,  a  dedrudlion  of  parts 
is  fometimes  neceffary,  and  efcharotic  medicines  may 
therefore  be  required  :  but  in  the  former,  mere  relaxa¬ 
tion  t3  all  that  is  wanted  :  whatever  gives  eafe,  and  ap- 
peafes  the  inflammatory  tendon,  will  Led:  produce  mat¬ 
ter,  and  anfwer  the  purpofe  which  ought  to  be  aimed  at. 

The  mod:  convincing  proof,  of  the  truth  of  this  doc¬ 
trine,  may  be  drawn  from  that  cafe,  which,  of  all  thofe 
which  affe£  this  kind  of  membrane,  is  generally  the  molt 
troublefome.  I  mean  the  fiftulae  in  perinaeo.  In  thefe, 
the  indurationand  enlargements  ofthe  parts  is  fometimes 
fo  great,- as  to  be  very  alarming ;  hard,  callous  cxcrefcen- 
cies  ;  deep  and  long  finufes,  with  fmall  orifices  ;  con-- 
ftant  pain  and  irritation,  from  the  lodgment  of  matter 
and  urine  ;  a  fymptomatic  fever  of  the  hedtic  kind  ;  and 
a  difficulty  either  of  retaining  the  urine  within,  or  expel¬ 
ling  it  from  the  bladder,  make  a  part  of  the  moft  frequent 
eharadferidics  of  this  difeafe  ;  and  yet,  even  thefe  cafes, 
terrible  as  they  are,  do  frequently  admit  relief,  and  are 
fometimes  even  cured,  without  any  deftru&ion  of  parts^ 
or  the  ufe  of  any  one  efcharotic  application*;  a  free  divr- 
fion  of  all  the  hollow  and  hard  parts  ;  the  application  of 
foft,  eafy  digedrives,  and  of  a  warm,  relaxing  pultice  ;  a 
total  abdineiice  from  all  fuch  external  remedies,  as  cor¬ 
rode  or  irritate  ;  and  all  fuch  internal  ones,  as  under  the 
title  of  deobftruents,  increafe  the  velocity  of  the  circula¬ 
tion,  and  wade  the  patient’s  drength,  by  watching,  pur¬ 
ging  and  fvvea  ting  ;  and  an  eafy  and  gradual  didenfion  of 

the 
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and  when  the  wound  is  quite  healed,  the  ci¬ 
catrix  is  a  mere  line,  correfpondent  to  the 


the  urethra,  by  a  fimple  unmedicated  bougie  ;  will,  in 
fome  inftances,  (indeed  in  all,  where  any  good  can  be 
done  at  all)  remove  moft  of  thefe  difagreeable  circum- 
ftances  and  appearances  :  in  which  cafes,  a  kindly  fup* 
puration  will  be  afforded  by  all  the  divided  parts  ;  a  flo¬ 
rid,  well-conditioned  incarnation  will  be  the  eonfe- 
quence  ;  the  cicatrix  will  be  fmall,  foft  and  moveable, 
and  very  unlike  to  what  muft  follow  from  the  ufe  of  ca- 
theretic  applications. 

This  is  really  a  matter  of  much  greater  general  im¬ 
portance,  than  it  is  fuppofedto  be  :  the  fymptomatic  fe¬ 
vers,  which  are  either  produced  ormaintained  by  the  in¬ 
judicious  application  of  painful  dreflings,  are  much  more 
frequent  than  they  are  thought  to  be  :  not  to  mention 
the  lofs  of  time  which  they  muff  always  caufe,  and  the 
very  difagreeable  deformities  they  often  occafion. 

The  furgery  of  moft  of  our  forefathers  was  coarfe  and 
rough  ;  and  many  of  the  practitioners  affeCted  a  kind  of 
brutal,  unfeeling  rufticity  :  the  old  maxim.  4C  Dolor 

medicina  doloris,  ”  was  fo  generally  received,  that  the 
furgeon  almoft  forgot  his  patient’s  fenfation  ;  and  the 
common  people  thought  they  were  negieCted,  if  they 
were  not  tortured.  Lord  Bacon’s  moft  excellent  advice, 
ic  inveniendum  quid  natura  ferat  aut  faciat,”  was  but 
half  remembered  ;  they  tried  very  fufficiently,  what  na¬ 
ture  would  bear;  but  very  feldom  had  patience  to  know, 
what  fhe  could  do.  Under  a  miftaken  notion  of  going 
to  the  bottom  of  wounds  andabfceftes,  and  ofdiftolving 
indurations,  they  crammed  and  diftended  the  cavities, 
and  corroded  and  irritated  its  fides,  till  a  train  of  bad 
fymptoms  were  often  excited,  which  the  original  cfif- 
eafe  had  no  fhare  in  the  production  of* 
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original  incilion  which  is  a  circumftance 
of  more  confequence  to  the  patient,  than 
is  imagined  ;  efpecially,  if  he  be  obliged  to 
get  his  bread  by  labor* 

If 

That  thisisno  exaggeration,  let  their  works  tefbfy ; 
and  that  fomething  of  this  kind  is  flill  too  much  in  ufe, 
Is  too  well  known.  All  dreflings  are  in  fact  extraneous 
bodies  ;  and  when  they  either  confift  of  fuch  materials, 
as  give  pain,  and  excite  irritation,  or  are  crammed 
in  with  injudicious  violence,  they  are  foreign  bodies, 
with  other  mifchievous  qualities  annexed.  Where  de~ 
flrudlion  of  parts  is  neceflary,  the  fooner  it  is  executed 
the  better,  and  the  neceffary  painmuft  be  complied  with  • 
but  in  theapplication  of  dreffingsto  the  infide  of  abfcef- 
fes,  to  hollows  made  by  the  removal  of  difeafed  parts,  to 
large  fores  attended  with  hardnefs,  and  inflammation  of 
the  common  membrane  :  in  fhort,  wherever  mere  fup- 
puration  is  required,  they  cannot  be  too  light,  foft,  and 
eafy ;  all  that  we  have  to  do,  is  not  to  obftru£t  nature  in 
the  execution  of  thofe  offices,  to  which  fhe  is  generally 
fully  equal ;  in  which  we  can  lend  her  no  afiiftance, 
beyond  removing  impediments  out  of  her  way.  In  the 
particular  cafe  of  the  divided  tunica  vaginalis  ;  that  de¬ 
gree  of  thicknefs  and  hardnefs,  which  it  fometimes  ac¬ 
quires  by  longdiftenfion,  is  urged  as  areafonfor  the  ufe 
of  cauftic  applications  :  but  this  is  a  method  of  reafoning* 
to  which  Icannot  agree,  having  often  experienced  the 
contrary.  That  membrane,  like  all  others  of  th.e  ex - 
anguious  kind,  is  difficult,  and  flow ofdigeftion,  efpeci¬ 
ally  if  altered  by  difeafe  ;but  that  it  will  intimebecome 
floughly,  digelt,  and  yield  a  kindly  fuppu ration  and  in¬ 
carnation,  by  the  mere  ufe  of  fimple,  eafy  applications, 
and  without  that  of  any  efcharotic  (not  even  the  red 
precipitate}  I  have  often  and  often  experienced. 
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If  the  tunica  vaginalis,  containing  the 
water,  by  long  or  frequent  diftenfion,  or 
from  any  other  caufe,  is  become  thick  and 
hard,  and  cannot  therefore  contract  itfelf, 
or  be  contracted,  upon  the  evacuation  of 
the  fluid;  it  will  contribute  confiderably  to 
the  thicknefs  of  the  lips  of  the  wound,  as 
well  as  to  their  hardnefs,  pain,  and  diffi¬ 
culty  of  digeftion.  In  this  cafe,  the  beft 
way  is  to  remove  a  part  of  it,  on  each  fide, 
at  the  time  of  the  operation.  The  cellular 
ftruflure  of  the  dartos  eafilv  admits  this  to 

mf 

be  done  ;  and  when  thefe  fides  are  thus 
taken  away,  the  lips  of  the  wound  confift 
only  of  the  common  integuments.  A  knife 
will  do  this  with  much  more  eafe  and  ex¬ 
pedition,  than  any  other  inftr'ument  what¬ 
ever.  The  method  propofed  by  the  late 
Mr.  Douglafs,  of  doing  it  by  repeated  fnips 
of  the  probe-feiffars,  is  operofe,  unhandy^ 
and  unneceflarily  painful  and  tedious  ;  nor 
is  the  cutting  away  an  oval  piece  of  the 
ferotum,  as  advifed  by  that  gentleman  and 
fome  others,  at  all  neceflary  :  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  more  ioofe  that  part  of  the  fero¬ 
tum  is,  which  is  to  cover  the  teflicle  (now 
deprived  of  its  vaginal  coat)  the  better;  as 
it  will  be  more  capable  of  corrugation. 

With 
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With  thefe  cautions,  and  under  the  pro- 
per  reftriCtions  (already  mentioned)  this 
method  of  obtaining  a  radical  cure  is  very 
practicable.  That  it  is  fometimes  accom¬ 
panied  by  troublefome  fymptoms,  is  be¬ 
yond  all  doubt  '9  and  fo  is  the  method  by 
cauftic.  I  cannot  fay,  that  I  have  never 
feenit  prove  fatal  >  nor  can  that  be  faid  of 
any  operation  of  confequence.  Much  de¬ 
pends  on  the  choice  of  a  proper  fubjeCt, 
and  the  oblervance  of  the  neeeflary  means 
and  cautions ;  without  which,  both  this, 
and  the  ufe  of  the  cauftic,  will  always  be 
troublefome,  and  fometimes  hazardous. 

Before  I  finifh  the  account  of  this  method 
of  cure,  I  would  take  the  liberty  of  men¬ 
tioning  one  circumftance  more,  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  to  be  of  confequence.  When 
the  quantity  of  fluid  is  large,  and  the  fcro- 
tum  and  tunic  much  on  the  ftretch,  I  think 
it  is  better  to  difcharge  the  water  by  mere 
punCture  5  and  not  to  perform  the  opera¬ 
tion  for  the  radical  cure,  until  a  frefh  ac¬ 
cumulation  has  again  moderately  diftended 
it.  The  inflammation  neceffarily  confe- 
quentupon  the  diviflon  of  thefe  parts,  juft 
after  they  have  been  fo  much  on  the  ftretch, 
and  fo  fuddenly  let  loofe,  may  be,  (and  I 

think 
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think  I  might  fay,  that  I  have  feen  it  prove) 
productive  of  worfe  fymptoms,  and  a  higher 
degree  of  fever  and  tumefaction,  than 
ufually  occurs,  when  the  fame  parts  are 
divided  in  alefs  diftended  ftate. 

This  method  of  obtaining  a  radical  cure 
by  incifion,  of  which  I  have  given  the 
faireft  and  mpft  impartial  account  in  my 
power,  muft  always  be  confidered  as  a 
matter  of  choice,  and  never  can  be  an  ope¬ 
ration  of  neceffity  :  that  is,  they  who  are 
afflicted  with  the  difeale,  for  whofe  cure  it 
is  calculated,  will  always  have  it  in  their 
power  to  be  temporarily  relieved  by  the 
palliative  means,  or  may  make  trial  of  any 
of  the  above-mentioned  lefs  certain  at¬ 
tempts,  without  incurring  any,  or  a  very 
fmall  degree  of  hazard.  Now  as  this  me¬ 
thod  can  never  be  faid  to  be  totally  and  ab- 
folutely  void  of  fome  danger ;  as  it  bears 
the  appearance  of  an  operation  of  fome  fe- 
verity ;  and  as  it  muft  always  be  volunta¬ 
rily,  and  diliberately  fubmitted  to,  with¬ 
out  any  real  neceffity  from  the  circumftan^ 
ces  of  the  difeafe ;  in  other  words,  as  it 
muft  be  chofen  by  the  patient,  merely  to 
avoid  the  trouble  and  inconveniences  at¬ 
tending  the  diforder  j  and  not  neceffarily 

applied 
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applied  to,  as  fome  other  operations  arc 
to  five  or  preferve  life,  it  does  not  often 
happen  that  we  are  called  upon  to  pra&ife 
it. 

The  number  of  people  labouring  under 
this  difeafe,  and  who  come  within  the 
above-mentioned  neceffary  reftraints,  from 
age,  habit,  manner  of  living,  date  of  the 
complaint,  thicknefs  of  fac,  &e,  &c.  &c . 
is  great.  And  that  of  thofe,  who  either 
have  an  infuperable  dread  of  an  operation, 
or  are  fo  circumflanced  or  connected  in 
life,  as  to  make  any  fuch  degree  of  danger 
highly  improper  to  be  voluntarily  incurred, 
is  dill  greater  :  fo  that  by  far  the  majority 
of  thofe  who  are  affiidted  with  the  difor- 
der,  are  obliged  (however  irkfome  it  may 
be,  or  however  dilagreeable  it  may  prove 
to  them)  to  carry  it  through  their  life^ 
feeking  relief  now  and  then  from  the  pal¬ 
liative  remedy  of  tapping.  This  renders  it 
to  the  adtive  and  to  the  laborious,  a  com¬ 
plaint  of  more  confequence  than  is  gene¬ 
rally  imagined. 

From  thefe  confiderations,  I  have  often 
been  induced  to  think  feriofly  on  the  fub- 
jedt,  and  to  make  many  experiments  ;  the 
tefult  of  which,  when  likely  to  prove  at 
T*  all 
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&11  ufeful  to  mankind,  or  creditable  to  the 
.art  of  furgery,  I  (hall  always  think  myfelf 
obliged  to  communicate. 

Every  practicable  method  propofed  by 
the  antients,  I  have  tried ;  and  have  found 
them  in  general  painful,  fatiguing,  hazar¬ 
dous,  or  inefficacious. 

The  tent,  whether  of  lint  or  fponge,  is 
fubjeCt  to  great  objections,  both  in  its  firft 
application,  and  its  future  neceffary  conti¬ 
nuance,  The  cellular  ftruCture  of  the  dar- 
tos,  and  the  loofe  connection  between  the 
fkin  and  tunica  vaginalis,  renders  its  intro¬ 
duction  (unlefs  a  cannula  be  ufed)  fome* 
times  difficult.  When  in,  great  care  muff 
be  taken  to  keep  it  there  for  fome  time, 
or  the  effeCt  intended  (an  inflammation 
of  the  vaginal  coat  and  albuginea)  cannot 
be  obtained  and  the  means  made  ufe  of  for 
its  diftenfion,  as  well  as  the  nature  cf  the 
tent  itfelf  (efpecially  if  made  of  fponge) 
prove  frequently  very  fatiguing,  not  to  fay 
mifchievous,  by  the  irritation,  and  the  ne¬ 
ceffary  confinement  of  the  matter.  And^ 
after  all,  I  have  feveral  times  leen  it  pro¬ 
duce  only  a  partial  cohefion  ;  and  that  fo 
fmall  an  one,  as  to  prove  no  cure  at  all ; 
nor  at  all  prevent  the  future  accumulation 


/  4 

176  A  Treatise  on 

of  water,  or  the  neceflity  of  frequent  tap¬ 
ping. 

The  cannula,  when  ufed  for  the  fame 
purpofe  inftead  of  a  tent,  is  indeed  ealily 
introduced  ;  and  when  in,  does  not  con¬ 
fine  the  matter  :  but  then  its  hardnefs,  in¬ 
flexibility,  and  thin  edge,  and  the  abfolute 
impofiibility  of  diredting  or  managing  it, 
in  the  frequent  and  neceflary  motions  of 
the  patient,  though  confined  to  his  bed, 
renders  it  a  very  unpleafant  and  trouble- 
fome  guefl;  within  the  tunica  vaginalis  ; 
and  if,  to  avoid  this  inconvenience,  a  piece 
of  bougie  be  kept  within  it,  this,  while  it 
is  there,  confines  what  ought  to  be  dif- 
• 

The  point  to  be  aimed  at,  is  to  excite 
fuch  a  degree  of  inflammation,  both  in  the 
tunica  vaginalis,  and  tunica  albuginea,  as 
ihall  occafion  a  general  and  perfedt  cohefion 
between  them  :  and  this,  if  poffible,  with¬ 
out  the  produdtion  of  Hough  or  abfeefs  ; 
without  the  hazard  of  gangrene,  and  with¬ 
out  that  degree  of  fymptomatic  fever  which 
now  and  then  attends  both  the  cauflic  and 
the  incifion  ;  and  which,  when  it  does  hap¬ 
pen,  is  fo  alarming  both  to  patient  and  fur- 
geon. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  ends  I  have  frequently  obtained, 
by  the  ufe  of  a  feton.  It  is  a  method  of 
cure  mentioned  by  Aquapendens,  as  ufed 
by  Guido,  and  others  before  him  j  (though 
their  procefs  was  fbmewhat  different  from 
mine.)  I  have  feveral  times  tried  it  on 
fubjedts  of  very  different  ages,  feme  of  them 
more  than  fifty  years  old.  It  requires  con¬ 
finement  to  bed  only  for  a  few  days  ;  after 
r  which,  the  patient  may  lay  on  a  couch  to 
the  end  of  the  attendance  ;  which  is  gene- 

E  rally  finifhed  in  about  three  weeks,  or  a 
*  v 

month  at  the  fartheft :  and,  during  all  that 
time,  no  other  procefs  or  regimen  is  ne~ 
ceffary,  than  what  an  inflammation  of  the 
fame  part  from  any  other  caufe  (for  exam¬ 
ple,  a  hernia  humoralis)  would  require. 

The  manner  of  performing  it  is  as  fol¬ 
lows.  Choofe  a  time,  when  the  vaginal 
coat  is  moderately  diftended  y  and  having 
pierced  it  with  a  trochar  of  a  tolerable  fize, 
draw  off  the  water  :  vchen  that  is  done,  in¬ 
troduce  into  the  cannula,  a  probe  armed 
j  with  a  feton,  confiding  of  ten  or  twelve 
firings  of  candle-wick  cotton,  Pafs  the 
probe  as  high  to  the  upper  part  of  the  va¬ 
ginal  coat  as  you  can  and  on  the  end  of 
that  probe  make  an  incifion  of  fuch  fize,  as 
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to  enable  you  to  pull  it  out  eafily,  with^a 
part  of  its  annexed  feton-;  then  cut  it  off 
the  probe,  and  tie  the  cotton  very  loofely, 
covering  the  orifices  with  pledgits.  By  the 
next  day,  the  feton  wilt  be  found  to  have 
eontraded  fuch  an  adhefion  to  the  tunica 
albuginea,  as  would  caufe  a  great  deal  of 
pains  to  detach  ;  but  this,  it  is  perfectly  un~ 
neceffary  to  do  :  and  it  ihould  be  fuffered 
to  remain  without  moleilation.  In  about 
forty-eight  hours,  the  fcrotum  and  tefticle 
begin  to  fwell  and  inflame  :  the  patient 
fhould  then  lofe  fome  blood,  and  have  a 
ftool  or  two  ;  and  the  whole  tumified  part 
ihould  be  wrapped  in  a  foft  pultice,  and  be 
fufpended  in  a  bag-trufs.  The  difeafe  from 
this  time  bears  the  appearance  of  a  large 
hernia  humoralis,  and  mult  be  treated  in 
the  fame  manner,  by  fomentation,  cata- 

plafm,  &:C. 

The  adhefion  of  the  feton  to  the  albugi¬ 
nea  generally  continues  firm  ;  and  I  never 
meddle  with,  or  offer  to  move  it,  until  it 
becomes  perfectly  lode  ;  which  it  feldom 
tdoes  for^the  firft  fortnight,  or  until  the  in- 
jflammation  is  going,  and  the  tumor  fub- 
fiding.  By  the  time  the  feton  becomes 
ioofe  of  itfelf,  the  coalition  of  parts  is 
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firmly  and  univerfally  accomplilhed.  I  then 
withdraw  it,  and  heal  the  orifices  with  a 
fuperficiai  pledgit.  • 

This  method,  as  I  faid  before,  I  have 
feveral  times  fuccefsfully  pradtifed  on  fub- 
jedts,  on  whom,  I  would  not  by  any 
means  have  attempted,  either  the  ufe  of 
the  cauftic,  or  have  performed  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  incifion.  I  cannot  fay,  that  I  have 
never  feen  any  ill  confequences  to  attend  it ; 
but  they  have  been  very  few,  and  I  think 
it  fo  much  preferable  to  all  the  other  iefs 
perfedt  methods,  that  I  fhall  not,  (unlefs 
fomething  new  occurs,  which  may  induce 
me  to  alter  my  opiuion)  hefitate  to  pradtife 
it,  wherever  a  radical  cure  is  defired,  and 
the  incifion  is  either  refufed,  or  thought 
improper. 

SECT.  IX. 

The  Hematocele,  or  tumor  from 

Blood. 

TH  I  S  is  a  i  welling  of  the  fcrotum,  or 
of  the  fpermatic  procefs,  proceeding 
from,  or  caufed  by  blood  ;  and,  though 
spoken  of  by  writers  as  one  Ample  difeafe* 
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is  liable  to  fo  confiderable  variety,  both 
with  regard  to  nature,  and  fitifation,  as  to 
admit,  or  even  require,  being  divided  into 
feveral  kinds. 

Such  diftindtion  of  the  different  kinds  of 
hematocele,  though  not  ufually  made,  is 
abfolutely  neceffary  toward  rightly  under- 
ftanding  the  difeafe ;  the  general  idea,  or 
conception  of  which,  appears  to  me  to  be 
fomewhat  erroneous,  and  to  have  produced 
a  prognoftic  which  is  ill-founded,  and 
harty.  According  to  my  conception,  and 
experience  in  this  matter,  the  difeafe,  pro¬ 
perly  called  hsematocele,  is  of  four  kinds  ; 
two  of  which  have  their  feat  within  the 

V 

tunica  vaginalis  teftis ;  one  within  the  al¬ 
buginea  ;  and  the  fourth,  in  the  tunica 
communis,  or  common  cellular  membrane, 
inverting  the  fpcrmatic  veffels. 

In  parting  an  inftrument,  in  order  to  let 
out  the  water  from  an  hydrocele  of  the  va¬ 
ginal  coat,  a  veffel  is  fo  me  times  wounded  : 

.  '  •  -  -  ..  ,  .»  >  t  •  .1- 

which  is  of  fuch  fize,  as  to  tinge  the  fluid 
pretty  deeply  at  the  time  of  its  running 
out  :  the  orifice  becoming  clofe,  when  the 
water  is  all  difcharged,  and  a  plafter  be¬ 
ing  applied,  the  blood  ceafes  to  flow  from 

; 

thence,  but  infinuates  itfelf  partly  into  the 

. 

cavity 
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cavity  of  the  vaginal  coat,  and  partly  into 
the  cells  of  the  dartos ;  making,  fometimes* 
in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours,  a  tumor  nearly 
equal  in  fize  to  the  original  hydrocele. 
This  is  one  fpecies. 

It  fometimes  happens,  in  tapping  an  hy¬ 
drocele,  that  although  the  fluid  difcharged 
by  that  operation  be  perfectly  dear,  and 
limpid  ;  yet,  in  a  very  fhort  fpace  of  time 
(fometimes  in  a  few  hours)  the  fcrotum 
becomes  as  large  as  it  was  before,  and  pal¬ 
pably  as  full  of  a  fluid.  If  a  new  pundture 
be  now  made,  the  difcharge,  inftead  of  be¬ 
ing  limpid  (as  before)  is  now,  either  pure 
blood,  or  very  bloody.  This  is  another 
fpecies  :  but,  like  the  preceding,  confined 
to  the  tunica  vaginalis. 

The  whole  vafcular  compages  of  the  te^ 
Aide,  is  fometimes  -very  much  inlarged, 
and  at  the  fame  time  rendered  fo  lax,  and 

/  i 

loofe,  that  the  tumor  produced  thereby, 
has,  to  the  fingers  of  an  examiner,  ve;y 
much  the  appearance  of  a  fwelling  com- 
pofed  of  a  mere  fluid,  fuppofed  to  be  feme- 
what  thick  or  vifcid.  This  is,  in  fome 
meafure  a  deception  ;  but  not  totally  fo : 
the  greater  part  of  the  tumefadtion,  is 
caufedby  the  loofened  texture  of  the  left  is  $ 

N  3  but 
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but  there  is  very  frequently  a  quantity  of 

extravafated  blood  alfo. 

If  this  be  fuppoied  to  be  an  hydrocele* 
and  pierced,  the  di (charge  will  be  mere 
Blood.  This  is  a  third  kind  of  hemato¬ 
cele  y  and  very  different,  in  all  its  circum- 
ftances,  from  the  two  preceding  :  the  fluid 
is  (hed  from  the  veffels  of  the  glandular 
part  of  the  tefticle  ;  and  contained  within 
the  tunica  albuginea. 

The  fourth  confifts  in  a  rupture  of,  and 
an  effufion  of  blood  from,  a  branch  of  the 
fpermatic  vein,  in  its  paffage  from  the  groin 
to  the  tefticle.  In  which  cafe,  the  extra- 
vafation  is  made  into  the  tunica  communis, 
or  cellular  membrane  inverting  the  fperma¬ 
tic  veffels. 

Each  of  thefe  four,  I  have  feen  fo  di- 
ftindtly,  and  perfectly,  that  I  have  not  the 
fmalleft  doubt  concerning  their  exiftence, 
and  of  their  difference  from  each  other. 

The  tunica  vaginalis  teftis,  in  a  natural 
and  healthy  Hate,  is  a  membrane,  which, 
although  firm,  is  of  no  great  thicknefs  $  it 
is  white,  or  rather  of  a  reddiflh  white  co¬ 
lour  ;  and  its  hlood-veflels  are  (in  a  healthy 
ftate)  no  more  apparent  to  the  eye,  than  are 
thofe  of  the  tunica  albuginea  :  but  when  it 

has 
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has  been  long,  or  much  diftended,  it  there-  , 
by  becomes  thick,  and  tough  ;  and  the  vef- 
fels  (efpecially  thofe  of  its  inner  furface) 
are  fometimes  fo  large,  as  to  be  very  vifi- 
ble,  and  even  varicous.  If  one  of  thefe 
lies  in  the  way  of  the  inftrument,  where¬ 
with  the  palliative  cure  is  performed,  it  is 
fometimes  wounded  :  in  which  cafe,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  the  ferft  part  of  the 
ferum  which  is  difcharged,  is  pretty  deeply 
tinged  with  blood. 

Upon  the  collapfion  of  the  membranes, 
and  of  the  empty  bag,  this  kind  of  haemor¬ 
rhage  generally  ceafes,  and  nothing  more 

comes  of  it.  But  it  fometimes  happens^ 

% 

either  from  the  toughnefs  of  the  tunic,  or 
from  the  varicous  flate  of  the  veffel,  that 
the  wound  (efpecially  if  made  by  a  lancet) 
does  not  immediately  unite  ;  but  continues 
to  difcharge  blood  into  the  cavity  of  the 
faid  tunic,  thereby  producing  a  new  tu- 
mor,  and  afrefh  neceffity  of  operation. 

This  is  what  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
call  the  firft  fpecies  of  hsematocele,  and 
plainly  and  evidently  confifts  in  a  wound 
of  a  veiTel  of  the  vaginal  tunic. 

Upon  the  hidden  difcharge  of  the  fluid, 
from  the  bag  of  an  overftretched  hydro- 

N  4  cde, 
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cele,  and  thereby  removing  all  counter- 
prelfure  againft  the  fides  of  the  vefiels* 
feme  of  which  are  become  varicous,  one  of 
them  will,  fometimes,  without  having  been 
wounded,  burft.  If  the  quantity  of  blood 
fhed  from  the  veffcl  fo  burft,  be  fmall,  it 
is  loon  abforbed  again,  and,  creating  no 
trouble,  the  thing  is  *  not  known.  But  if 
the  quantity  be  confiderable,  it,  like  the 
preceding,  occafions  a  new  tumor,  and  calls 
for  a  repetition  of  the  operation.  This  I 
call  the  fecond  fpecies :  which,  like  the 
firft,  belongs  entirely  to  the  vaginal  coat, 
and  has  no  concern  either  with  the  tefticle, 
or  with  the  fpermatic  vefteis.  In  both,  the 
bag  which  was  full  of  water,  becomes  in  a 
fhort  fpace  of  time  diftended  with  blood: 

i. 

which  blood,  if  not  carried  off  by  abforp- 
tion,  mu, ft  be  difeharged  by  opening  the 

con- 

*  From  this  caufe  it  very  often  happens,  that  the  lad. 
running  (if  I  may  ufe  the  phrafe)  of  the  water  from  an 
hydrocele,  is  moody  (all  the  former  part  having  been 
perfectly  clear  ;)and  from  hence  it  is,  that  a  bloody  dif- 
charge  may  almoft  always  be  produced  upon  the  fame 
occaiion,  by  preding  and  handling  the  ferotum.  They, 
who  would  fee  a  very  ingenious  account  of  this  kind  of 
hmmatocele,  and  a  very  probable  applicationof  thefame 
principle,  for  the  folution  of  fome  other  appearances 
in  difeafes,  may  find  it  in  the  Edinburgh  e  flays  from 
profeiTor  Monro,  the  father. 
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containing  cyfl: ;  bat  in  neither  of  thefe  can 
caftration  (though  faid  to  be  the;  only  re¬ 
medy)  be  ever  neceffary  :  the  mere  divilion 
of  the  facculns,  *  and  the  application  of  dry 
lint,  to  its  infide,  will,  in  general,  if  not 
always,  reftrain  the  haemorrhage ;  and  an- 
fwer  every  purpofe,  for  which  fo  fevere  a 
remedy  has  been  prefcribed.  The  other 
two  are  indeed  of  more  confequence ;  they 

in  te re ft 

*  It  may  indeed  happen,  that  the  blood  of  the  patient 
may  be  in  fuch  (late,  as  to  be  incapable  of  coagulation  : 
in  which  cafe,  the  haemorrhage  will  continue  from  the 
infide  of  the  fac,  although  it  be  laid  open  ;  and  alfo  from, 
all  the  divided  parts.  This  circumftance,  though  a  very 
hazardous  one,  cannot  be  forefeen  ;  nor  do  I  know,  in 
this  ft  ate  of  the  juices,  what  benefit  can  arife  from  the 
removal  of  the  tefticle  :  for  the  haemorrhage  will  cer¬ 
tainly  be  continued,  from  all  parts  of  the  wound  necef¬ 
fary  in  fuch  operation,  upon  the  fame  principle,  and  for 
the  fame  reafon  that  it  could  not  be  reftrained  from  the 
infideof  the  fac.  Such  an  indifpofition  of  blood  is  often, 
in  cache&ic  habits,  the  caufe  of  very  troublefome  and 
fatal  haemorrhages,  at  fome  diftance  of  time  from  ampu¬ 
tation,  as  well  as  immediately.  If  this  want  of  an  ag- 
glutinant  quality  in  the  blood,  is  not  corrected,  or  is  not 
capable  ofcorre£lion,  itgenerallygoes  hard  with  the  pa¬ 
tient,  let  the  operation  be  what,  or  where  it  may  :  for 
it  is  not  merely  the  fupprefiion  of  the  bleeding  that  is 
required  \  the  fame  ill  quality  of  blood  will  prevent 
fuppuration,  produce  bloody,  famous  gleeting,  gangrene 
and  mortification.  This  is  an  evil  5  of  which  every 
pradlitioner  muft  have  feen  fo  many  inftances,  that  it 
is  jieedlefs  to  produce  particular  ones* 
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intereft  either  the  tciiicle  itfelf,  or  the  vef- 
fels  by  which  it  is  fupplied  with  blood,  and 
rendered  capable  of  executing  its  office  ; 
and  are  fometimes  not  curable,  but  by  re¬ 
moval  of  the  part. 

One  of  thefe  is  feated  within  the  tunica 
albuginea  of  the  tefticle  ,*  the  other  in  the 
tunica  communis  of  its  vefTels  :  they  are 
neither  of  them  very  frequent  ;  but  when 
they  do  happen,  they  call  for  all  our  atten- 

u 

tion. 

If  blood  be  extravafated  within  the  tu¬ 
nica  albuginea,  or  proper  coat  of  the  tefti¬ 
cle,  in  confequence  of  a  great  relaxation, 
and  (as  it  were)  diffolution  of  part  of  the 
vafcular  compages  of  that  gland  ;  and  the 
quantity  be  confiderable,  it  will  afford,  or 
produce  a  fluctuation,  to  the  hand  of  an 
examiner,  very  like  to  that  of  an  hydrocele 
of  the  tunica  vaginalis  ;  allowing  fomething 
for  the  different  denlity  of  the  different 
fluids,  and  the  greater  depth  of  the  former 
from  the  furface. 

If  this  be  miftaken  for  a  Ample  hydro¬ 
cele,  and  an  opening  be  made,  the  dif- 
charge  will  be  blood ;  not  fluid,  or  very 
thin;  not  like  to  blood  circulating  through 
its  proper  veffels,  but  dark,  and  dufky  in 

colour  j 
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♦ 

colour ;  and  nearly  of  the  confidence  of 
thin  chocolate  (like  to  what  is  mod  fre¬ 
quently  found  in  the  imperforate  vagina.) 
The  quantity  difcharged  will  be  much 
fmaller  than  was  expected  from  the  fize  of 
the  tumor ;  which  fize  will  not  be  con- 

/  .  %■  V  '  •'  _  "•*’  s  ■/  7  ■ 

fiderably  diminilhed,  When  this  final! 
quantity  of  blood  has  been  fo  drawn  off, 
the  tedicle  will,  upon  examination*  be 
found  to  be  much  larger  than  it  ought  to 
be  s  as  well  as  much  more  loofe,  and  flab¬ 
by  ;  indead  of  that  roundnefs  and  refift- 
ance  arifing  from  an  healthy  date  of  the 
gland,  within  its  firm  drong  coat  $  it  is  foft, 
and  capable  of  being  comprefled  almod  flat3 
and  that  generally  without  any  of  that  pain 
and  uneafinefs,  which  always  attend  the 
compreflion  of  a  found  tedicle.  If  the 
bleeding  ceafes  upon  the  withdrawing  the 
cannula  (fuppofing  a  trochar  to  have  been 
uled)  and  the  punfture  clofes,  a  frefh  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  the  fame  kind  of  fluid  is  foon 
made,  and  the  fame  degree  of  tumefadlion 
is  produced,  as  before  the  operation  :  if  the 
orifice  does  not  clofe,  the  haemorrhage  con¬ 
tinues,  and  very  foon  becomes  alarming. 

In  the  two  preceding  fpecies,  the  blood 
comes  from  the  tunica  vaginalis ;  the  tedis 

itfelf 
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/  J 

itfelf  being  fafe,  and  unconcerned  ;  and  the 
remedy  is  found,  by  opening  the  cavity  of 
the  faid  tunic  :  but  in  this,  the  haemorrhage 
comes  from  the  fubftance  of  the  tefticle  ; 
from  the  convolutions  of  the  fpermatic  ar¬ 
tery,  within  the  tunica  albuginea  :  the  di- 
viiion  of  the  vaginal  coat  can  here  do  no 
good ;  and  an  incifion  made  into  the  albu¬ 
ginea  can  only  increafe  the  mifchief :  the 
tefticle  is  fpoiled,  or  rendered  ufelefs,  by 
that  kind  of  alteration  made  in  it,  previous 
to  the  extravafation  ;  and  caftration  is  the 
only  cure,  which  a  patient  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances  can  depend  upon. 

The  laft  fpecies  of  this  difeafe  arifes  from 
a  burfting  of  a  branch  of  the  fpermatic 
vein,  between  the  groin  and  fcrotum,  in 
what  is  generally  known  by  the  name  of 
fpermatic  procefs.  This,  which  is  gene¬ 
rally  produced  by  great,  or  fudden  exertions 
of  ftrength,  feats  of  agility,  &c.  may  hap¬ 
pen  to  perfons  in  the  bcft  health,  whofe 
blood  and  juices  are  in  the  beft  order,  and 
whofe  genital  parts  are  free  from  blemifti* 
or  difeafe. 

The  effulion,  or  extravafation,  is  made 
into  the  cellular  membrane,  which  inverts 
and  envelopes  the  fpermatic  veffels,  and 

has 
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has  fomething  the  appearance  of  a  true  her¬ 
nia.  When  the  cafe  is  clear,  and  the  ex- 
travafated  blood  does  not  give  way  to  difcu- 
tient  applications,  the  only  remedy  is  to  lay 
the  tumor  fairly  open,  thro’  its  whole  lengthy 
If  the  veffel  or  breach  be  fmall,  the  hse- 
morrhage  may  be  retrained  by  mere  com- 
preffion  with  dry  lint,  or  by  the  ufe  of 
jffcyptics but  if  it  be  large,  and  thefe  means 
do  not  fucceed,  the  ligature  mu  ft  be  made 
ufe  of.  If  the  bleeding  branch  can  be  tied 
iingly,  the  tefticle  may  be  preferved  if  it 
cannot,  and  the  whole  fpermatic  procefs 
mu  ft  be  included,  it  is  unnecelfary  to  add^ 
that  the  tefticle  muft  be  removed. 

1  •  > 

CASE  XXV. 

/  '■'%  -  ■  \ 

A  Healthy  man,  about  thirty  years  old^ 
dehred  me  to  let  out  the  water  from  an 
hydrocele  ;  which  operation,  he  faid,  had, 
for  fome  time  paft,  been  performed  upon 
him,  twice  a  year,  by  the  late  Mr.  Bell  of 
Red-Lion-Square  ;  and  he  defired  alfo  that 
I  would  do  it  with  a  lancet.  I  let  out  near 
a  pint,  the  firft  part  of  which  was  deeply 
tinged  with  blood ;  but  as  it  ran,  it  became 
clearer  and  clearer,  and  at  laft  was  per¬ 
fectly 
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feCtly  limpid ;  and  when  I  put  on  the  pla- 
Her,  he  did  not  bleed  a  drop.  The  next 
morning;,  he  came  to  me  again  ;  told  me, 
that  he  had  bled  a  good  deal  in  the  night  ;  . 
and  {hewed  me  his  linnen,  which  was  very 
bloody.  As  there  was  no  difcharge  at  this 
time*  I  only  renewed  his  plafier,  put  him 
a  bag-trufs  on,  and  defired  that  he  would 
go  home,  and  keep  quiet.  He  remained 
free  from  haemorrhage  for  fome  hours  s  and 
therefore  neglecting  my  laift  caution,  he 
walked  about  a  good  deal,  and  heated  him- 
felf,  and  the  next  day  fent  for  me  to  look 
at  his  fcrotum ;  which  was  large,  and  full : 
making  no  doubt*  from  all  the  circumstan¬ 
ces,  that  the  tumefadion  was  from  blood, 

I  told  him  my  opinion  ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  advifed,  if  it  did  not  diffipate,  by 
proper  attempts  for  that  purpofe,  to  fub- 
mit  to  have  the  vaginal  coat  laid  open,  and 
thereby  obtain  a  radical  cure. 

Some  time  was  fpe-nt,  in  attempting  dif- 
cuffion ;  during  which,  the  tumor  increa- 
fed,  and  he,  now  and  then,  bled  pretty 
freely  from  the  orifice ;  which  became 
ipongy,  and  would  not  heal. 

Finding  all  endeavours  ineffectual,  he 
Submitted ;  the  tunica  vaginalis  was  laid 
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©pen  ;  a  confiderable  quantity  of  blood  was 
difcharged  (fome  in  a  fluid  ftate,  but  prin¬ 
cipally  grumous ;)  he  had  no  difagreeable 
fymptoms ;  and,  in  about  fix  weeks,  was 
perfectly  well, 

CASE  XXVI. 

AN  elderly  man,  who  had  often  had  a 
large  hydrocele  tapped  at  the  Hofpital, 
came  one  day,  as  ufual  :  I  made  a  pundture 
with  a  lancet,  and  let  out  the  water ;  but 
was  near  half  an  hour,  before  I  could  flop 
an  haemorrhage  from  the  wound. 

The  next  day  he  came  again  and  com¬ 
plained  to  one  of  my  dreflers,  that  he  had 
bled,  moreorlefs,  all  the  night.  He  was 
properly  d refled  $  the  bleeding  retrained  ; 
and  he  was  advifed  to  go  home,  and  keep 
quiet  upon  the  bed. 

The  third  day,  when  I  was  again  at  the 
Hofpital,  he  came  and  fhewed  me  his  fero- 
tum  ;  which  was  as  full,  and  as  large,  as 
when  I  firft  tapped  it :  the  orifice  was  not 
healed  ;  and,  upon  preflure,  blood  was  dif¬ 
charged  from  it.  He  faid,  that  he  could 
not  afford  to  reft  from  his  labor  j  and  my 

week 
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week  for  accidents  being  expired,  Mr.  Crane 
took  him  under  his  care. 

He  (finding  the  bloody  difcharge  flill 
continued,  notwithflanding  the  man  kept 
in  bed,  and  was  properly  taken  care  of) 
made  a  free  incifion  into  the  tumor;  turned 
out  a  good  deal  of  coagulated  blood  with 
his  finger ;  and  then,  lightly  filling  the  ca¬ 
vity  with  lint,  obtained  a  fuppreffion  of  the 
haemorrhage,  and  produced  a  radical  cure. 

-  i  '  T  •  •  }  l  -  1  «r.  .  *  - 

CASE  XXVII. 

■ 

■  s  "  -  -  ,  .  V  I  .  '  .1  ...  ri, 

.  . 

A  Gentleman  who  ufed  to  come  to  Lon¬ 
don,  about  every  five  or  fix  months* 
to  have  a  large  hydrocele  emptied,  came 
to  me  under  a  great  alarm. 

Having  often  had  the  water  drawn  off  by 
pundture  in  London,  he  determined  to  let 
the  apothecary  of  the  village  where  he 
lived,  do  it  for  him,  and  thereby  fave 
him  the  trouble  of  a  journey.  The  opera- 
tion  was  very  properly  performed,  and  the 
bag  perfedtly  emptied  ;  but  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  to  his  great  aftonifhinent,  he  found  it 
as  full  as  before.  His  apothecary  was  as 
much  furprifed  ashimfelf ;  and  the  patient 

;  •  got 
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got  into  a  poft-chaife,  and  came  immedi¬ 
ately  to  London. 

Upon  hearing  this  account,  and  feeing, 
and  feeling  the  tumor,  I  made  no  fcruple 
of  declaring  it  to  be  blood  ;  and  that  if  it 
did  not  foon  diffipate  by  reft,  and  pro¬ 
per  applications,  it  muft  certainly  be  let 
out. 

All  attempts  for  difperfion  proved  fruit- 
lefs,  the  tumor  increafed,  and  as  his  health 
and  habit  were  good,  and  his  age  by  nq 
means  advanced,  I  advifed  him  to  fubmit 
to  an  incifion  ;  by  \yhich,  I  hoped  that  he 
would  not  only  get  rid  of  the  prefent  evil, 
but  would  moil  probably  obtain  a  radical 
pure.  He  complied,  upon  condition  that 
J  would  firft  by  pundlure  fatisfy  him,  that 

I  was  right  in  my  conjecture  with  regard  to 

<■*"  —  •  & 

(he  contents, 

I  paded  a  lancet  into  the  foreTpart, 
and  gave  difcharge  to  a  clear  blood : 
while  that  w^as  running  out,  I  made,  by 
means  of  a  probe -pointed  knife,  an  in- 
cifioh  of  fufficient  lize,  to  admit  a  doffil  or 
two  of  fine  lint.  For  a  day  or  two,  the 
fymptoms  were  untowardly,  and  the  dif¬ 
charge  was  large,  and  bloody,-  but  by  pro¬ 
per  fare,  keeping  very  quiet,  and  taking 

9  freely 

1  ■  *  •  &  , 
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freely  of  the  bark  with  elixir  vetrioli,  every 
thing  ended  well. 


CASE  XXVIII. 


Lufty  healthy  man,  about  forty,  who 


xJL  had  the  care  of  a  manufacturer’s  ware- 
houfe  in  my  neighbourhood,  confulted  me 
on  account  of  a  large  hydrocele  of  the  tu¬ 
nica  vaginalis.  The  tumor  was  very  large, 
the  parts  confiderabfy  on  the  ftretch,  and  I 
advifed  him  to  have  it  tapped  diredtly. 

About  twenty  ounces  of  clear  water  were 
drawn  offby  means  of  a  trochar,  without  the 
appearance  of  a  drop  of  blood.  As  he  had 
carried  his  burthen  long,  and  had  never 
been  relieved  from  it  before,  he  was  much 
furprifed  at  this  immediate  eafe,  and  went 
to  work  as  foon  as  he  got  home.. 

The  next  morning  be  came  to  me  much 
alarmed,  and  fhewed  me  his  ferotum  y 
which  was  full  half  as  big*  as  before  the 
pundture  had  been  made.  I  had  no  doubt^ 
that  its  prefent  content  was  blood ;  and 
very  apprehenlive  that  it  might  require 
the  fame  treatment,  as  the  preceding  cafe  ; 
which  in  his  confutation,  and  manner  of 


living, 
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Jiving,  muft  have  been  attended  with  ha¬ 
zard. 

I  ordered  him  home  to  bed  immediate¬ 
ly  ;  took  fome  blood  from  his  arm  ;  and 
directed  a  cooling  purge  to  be  taken  next 
morning:  the  ferotum  was  fufpended,  and 
wrapped  in  a  rag,  folded  feven  or  eight 
times,  and  wetted  in  a  folution  of  fal.  am- 
mon.  crud.  in  vinegar  and  water,  and  he 
had  direction  to  keep  it  conftantly  wet. 
On  the  third  day  I  bled  him  again,  and 
ordered  him  another  purge  for  the  fourth, 
and  continued  the  fame  application. 

Finding  the  fwelling  quite  at  a  ftand, 
and  imagining  that  by  mending  his  ftate  of 
blood,  a  farther  effufion  might  poffibly  be 
prevented,  and  an  opportunity  given  for 
the  abforption  of  what  was  already  fhed,  I 
advifed  him  to  take  a  dram  of  the  cortex 
every  fix  hours  :  this  he  did  for  as  many 
days;  during  which,  the  tumor  vifibly  lef- 
fened  :  and,  by  perfifting  in  the  fame  me¬ 
thod,  he  got  well  :  that  is,  all  that  degree 
of  tumefaction,  which,  I  fuppofe  to  have 
been  caufed  by  blood,  difappeared.  After 
fome  months  the  ferotum  became  large 
again ;  and  he  followed  the  advice  which 
I  had  given  him,  viz.  to  have  the  fluid 

O  z  dr&wa 
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drawn  off,  before  it  attained  too  large  a 
fize.  I  have  feveral  times  fince  tapped  it,, 
and  always  have  drawn  ofla  clear  fluid. 

CASE  XXIX., 

A  Man,-  about  forty-feven,  of  a  fallow 
complexion,,  and  fubjedt  to  choUcky 
complaints,  had  the  water  drawn  off  from 
a  hydrocele  of  the  vaginal  coat,  by  means 
of  a  fmail  trochar.  The  quantity  was  near 
a  pint,,  and  the  bag  wa$  perfectly  emptied. 
The  next  morning,  it  feemed  to  contain  a 
fluid,  although  in  no  great  quantity  ;  he; 
ihewed  it  to  the  perfon  who  tapped  him 
the  day.  before,  and  who  advifed  him  to  put 
on  a  bag~trufs,  and  to  take  a  fmart  purge. 
In  three  days  it  was  fo  manifeftly  increafed, 
as  to  alarm  the  patient,  and  make  him  de- 
firous  of  farther  advice,,, 

On  the  fixth  day  from  the  firft  opera¬ 
tion,  I,faw  him,  and  found  the  ferotum  ft* 
much  inlarged,  that  I  made  no  doubt,  the 
vaginal  tunic  contained  at  leaft  feven  ounces  j 
which  I  fufpedted  to  be  blood. 

I  advifed  a  difeutient  application,  and  the 
free  ufe  of  the  cortex  ;  but  this  did  not  fuit 
the  humour,  either  of  the  patient  or  of  his 
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furgeon.  He  took  three  or  four  purges  of 
rad.  jallap.  and  made  ufe  of  a  warm  fo¬ 
mentation.  At  the  end  of  about  a  month* 
I  was  defired  to  fee  him  again.  The  tu¬ 
mor  was  larger,  and  his  ftrength  impaired 
by  his  purging.  It  appeared  to  me  to  bo 
now  of  fuch  a  fize,  and  In  fuch  ftate,  that 
nothing  but  the  operation  could  ierve  him  ; 
and  for  which  I  prepared  him,  if  the  punc¬ 
ture  fhould  produce  a  vdifcharge  of  blood 
only.  An  opening  was  made  with  a  lan¬ 
cet,  and  the  difcharge  was  clear  fluid  blood  : 
I  would  have  proceeded,  but  the  patient 
would  not  permit  meT  andhe  was  drefled 
with  a  fuperficial  pledgit,  and  a  plafter. 

Blood  oozed  from  the  orifice  all  that 
night,  and  part  of  the  next  day  $  and  when 
I  faw  him  again,  he  could  not  have  loft 
■lefs  than  a  pint. 

I  was  well  aware,  what  might  be  the 

* 

confequence  of  a  divifion  of  the  tunica  va¬ 
ginalis,  in  fuch  a  habit ;  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  it  feemed  to  be  the  unicum  remedium., 
for  he  would  take  no  medicine.  The  hae¬ 
morrhage  continuing  another  day,  he  fub- 
mitted.  The  operation  difcovered  no  one 
bleeding  veflel  5  nor  did  I  imagine  that  it 
would,  being  convinced  that  it  came  from 

O  3  the. 
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the  infide  of  the  tunic.  He  was  drefied 
with  dry  lint,  and  put  to  bed  with  an  opiate* 
all  that  night,  and  the  fucceeding  day,  the 
difcharge  was  large,  and  bloody  :  and  the 
lips  of  the  incifion,  on  the  fecond  were 
flabby  and  free  from  inflammatory  tume- 
fadlion.  I  told  him  my  opinion  freely,  and 
prefled  him  to  take  the  bark,  or  have  more 
afliftance  ;  both  which,  at  that  time,  he  re- 
fufed  to  do? 

On  the  clofe  of  the  third  day,  the  hae¬ 
morrhage  ftill  continuing,  he  becoming 
fick  and  faint,  and  his  pulfe  failing  a  little, 
he  was  alarmed,  and  permitted  us  to  diredt 
for  him.  A  draught,  conflfting  of  a  dram 
of  bark,  half  a  dram  of  confedt.  cardiac, 
and  three  or  four  drops  of  tindl.  thebaic, 
was  ordered  to  be  taken  every  four  hours. 

a 

Not  to  make  the  account  tedious,  by  a 
relation  of  every  minute  circumftance,  he 
perfifted  in  this  method,  and  it  was  four 
days  before  the  bleeding  ceafed,  or  the 
edges  of  the  incifion  became  inflamed,  or 
flhewed  any  tendency  toward  fuppuration. 
But  at  laft,  with  fome  difficulty,  he  got 

well. 

*  ■  <. 

\  **■■"  •  *  * 

CASE 


r 
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I 

CASE  XXX, 

A  Labouring  man,  who  had  faHen  down 
in  the  ftreet,  with  a  load  on  his  back, 
was  brought  into  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpi- 
tal,  on  a  fufpicion  of  his  having  got  a  rup¬ 
ture,  in  confequence  of  his  fall ;  he  having 
immediately  perceived  a  fwelling  in  his 
groin,  and  fcrotum,  which  he  had  not  be¬ 
fore. 

1  -*  \  •«-  .  j** 

The  tumor  feemed  to  occupy  the  whole 
fpermatic  procefs ;  which  was  fo  enlarged 
by  it,  that  it  was  impodible  to  feel  the  paf- 
fage  of  it  from  the  abdomen,  through  the 
mufcle  :  but  the  tefticle  below  it  was  per¬ 
iod] y  diftind. 

The  appearance  of  a  tumor  ;  the  fud- 
dennefs  of  its  formation  $  the  diftind  fitua- 
tion  of  the  tefticle  beiow ;  and  an  acciden¬ 
tal  circumftance,  of  the  man’s  not  having 
had  a  ftool  for  two  days  part,  inclined  Mr. 
freke  (whofe  week  it  was)  to  believe  it  to 
be,  and  to  treat  it  as,  a  rupture.  He  made 
feme  attempts  for  redudion  j  and,  finding 
them  fruitlefs,  determined  upon  the  opera¬ 
tion  immediately. 

O  4  He 
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He  divided  the  fkin  and  membrana  adi- 
pofa,  down  to  what  he  took  to  bo  the  her¬ 
nial  fac  ;  and  when  he  had  fo  done,  had  a 
fcnind  to  endeavour  at  the  return  of  the  in- 
teftine,  without  opening  the  fac. 

Mr.  Freke  was  a  man  not  eafily  to  be 
difluaded  from  what  he  had  a  mind  to  do  $ 
and,  having  got  the  whim  into  his  head, 
was  determined  to  make  the  experiment 
on  this,  which  he  thought  a  fair  cafe 
for  the  purpofe.  Accordingly  (with  his 
probe-fciffars)  he  divided  the  tendinous 
opening  in  the  abdominal  mufcle ;  and 
then  again  tried  to  reduce  the  gut,  but  to 
no  purpofe  ;  for  nothing  would  go  up.  At 
laft,  though  with  much  reludance,  he  was 
obliged  to  lay  open  the  containing  mem¬ 
brane.  He  had  no  fooner  done  this,  than 
a  large  quantity  of  blood,  (partly  fluid,  and 
partly  grumous)  fourfl:  forth,  and  the  whole 
tumor  fublided  ;  leaving  the  procefs  per¬ 
fectly  free  ^  and  containing  neither  inte¬ 
stine,  nor  tomen  turn. 

The  parts  were  now  waihed  clean,  and 
diligent  fearch  made  for  the  breach,  whence 
this  blood  iffued  r  but  none  could  be  found  * 
the  man  was  dreflcd  with  lint  and  pulv* 
iboli  anaem  (a  method  of  dreffingj,  which 
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Mr.  Frcke  was  fond  of  ;)  and  in  a  proper 
fpace  of  time,  the  man  got  well,  without 
any  new  hemorrhage. 

In  this  cafe,  fotrre  of  the  circumftances 
might  be  faid  to  render  an  inteftinal  her¬ 
nia  not  improbable  $  and  the  want  of  ftools 
might  have  increafed  luch  probability  :  but 
•then,  it  fhould  have  been  confidered,  that, 
although  this  be  one  fymptom  of  the  ftran- 
gulated  inteftine,  yet  it  is  not,  by  any 
means,  an  univocal,  or  infallible  one.  A 
want  of  ftools  may  happen  from  other 
caufes,  even  in  a  perfon  who  has  a  rup¬ 
ture  ,  but  cannot  lingly  be  a  reafon  for  the  1 
^operation  immediately  ;  which  ought  to  be 
indicated  and  authorifed  by  other  concomi¬ 
tant  fymptoms  and  appearances.  A  coftive 
habit  may  attend  a  perfon,  who  has  an  in¬ 
ternal  hernia,  when  the  gut  labours  under 
no  ftridture,  and  does  its  office  perfectly 
well  in  the  ferotum  ;  but  fuch  patient  will 
not  have  the  fymptoms  of  an  incarcerated  in- 
teftine,  nor,  indeed,  had  this  man.  His  not 
having  been  at  ftool  two  days  before,  was 
&n  accidental  circumftance ;  which  might 
or  might  not  have  been  occafioned  by  the 
tkfeent  of  a  piece  of  the  inteftinal  canal : 
&he  truth  of  which  fhould  have  been  proved 

bv 
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by  the  ufe  of  a  clyfter  and  a  purge,  before 
an  operation  had  been  performed. 

CASE  XXXI. 

A  Young  fellow,  draining  to  get  rid  of  a 
hard  iiool,  felt  a  hidden  pain  in  his 
left  groin  ;  and,  upon  examination,  found 
afwelling,  extending  from  thence  into  the 
ferotum.  He  took  it  for  a  rupture,  and 
immediately  applied  to  an  advertifing  ope¬ 
rator;  who,  after  feveral  unfuccefsful  at¬ 
tempts  to  reduce  it,  put  a  trufs  on  him  ; 
arid  told  him,  that  the  tumor  would  gra¬ 
dually  fhrink  to  nothing.  The  trufs  he 
wore  for  fome  days ;  when,  finding  both 
his  pain  and  fwelling  increafe,  he  applied 
to  a  fargeon  in  his  own  neighbourhood  ; 
with  whom  I  law  him. 

The  tumor  was  large,  and  had  fomewhat 
the  feel  of  an  omental  hernia;  the  abdo¬ 
minal  aperture  feemed  to  be  dilated  by  it  ; 

'  •  ■ 

trie  tefticle  was  tolerably  diftindt  below  ; 
his  pain  in  an  eredt  pofture  was  confidera- 
ble;  but  in  a  fupine  one  very  little  :  he 
had  neither  heat,  nor  quicknefs  of  pulfe, 
nor  hiccough,  nor  vomiting;  and  had  been 
thrice  at  ftool  that  day* 

As 
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As  there  was  no  reafon  for  fuppofing  any 
degree  of  ftriCture  on  the  inteftinal  canal,  I 
advifed  the  keeping  him  in  bed,  bleeding 
him  freely,  and  trying  what  a  proper  pul- 
tice  would  do. 

This  method  was  tried,  for  feveral  days ; 
but  without  any  benefit :  on  the  contrary^ 
the  pain  increafed,  as  well  as  the  tumor ; 
and  a  fluctuation^  within  became  palpa¬ 
ble.  * 

This  fluid,  I  thought  poffibly  might  be 
collected  in  the  fac  of  an  omental  hernia  (a 
cafe  which  I  had  more  than  once  feen  ;)  and 
as  there  was  plainly  enough  in  quantity,  to 
render  a  punCture  perfectly  fafe,  we  made 
one  with  a  lancet,  and  let  out  lome  ounces 
of  clear  blood. 

When  the  fwelling  was  thereby  leflen- 
ed,  we  felt  for  the  fpermatic  veflels,  but 
could  difcern  them  very  indiftin&ly ;  and 
the  procefs  feemed  much  loaded,  and  en¬ 
larged. 

Next  day,  the  man  was  perfectly  well  in 
health  ;  but  the  fcrotum  looked  fwelled, 
and  black,  as  if  it  had  been  much  bruifed: 
he  had  alfo  bled  from  the  punCture,  which 
was  not  clofed,  and  difcharged  blood  free¬ 
ly,  upon  any  preffure  being  made  above. 

Though 
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Though  we  were  in  fome  doubt,  con*- 
cerning  the  true  nature  of  the  cafe ;  yet,  it 
was  clear,  that  if  the  haemorrhage  conti¬ 
nued,  the  part  muft  be  laid  open. 

For  three  or  four  day^  it  continued* 
notwithftanding  all  our  endeavours*  and,  at 
laft,  it  was  fo  confiderable,  as  to  indicate 
the  operation  immediately. 

A  knife  was  introduced  into  the  orifice 
made  by  the  lancet,  and  an  incifion  of  fome 
length  made  •>  but  no  facculus,  no  particu¬ 
lar  cavity  found  nothing  like  a  hernial  fac> 
or  tunica  vaginalis  teftis  ;  in  ihort,  nothing 
but  cellular  membrane  *  which  fausfied  us, 
that  the  blooci  muft  come  from  the  Iper- 
matic  chord. 

As  the  bleeding  ftill  continued,  and  was 
derived  from  a  part  above  our  incifion,  we 
continued  it  quite  up  to  the  groin,  and 
found  that  all  the  cellular  membrane  of  the 
proeefs  was  loaded  with  extravafated  blood  * 
and  that  it  came  from  a  confiderable  breach 
now  in  view.  We  dreffed  it  with  lint  preffed 
out  from  a  ftyptic,  and  intended  to  have 
pe  nutted  that  dreffing  to  have  remained 

on  for  a  day  or  two  :  but  we  were  foon  fent 

«  * 

for,  on  account  of  an  alarming  return  of 
the  haemorrhage  ;  which  had  been  fo  con- 
inferable*  as  to  produce  a  fwoon. 


Caftra« 
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Caftration  appeared  to  us,  to  be  the  only 
remedy  j  and  it  was  immediately  perform¬ 
ed. 


CASE  XXXII. 

V  N  I 

A  Middle-aged  man  came  to  St,  Bartho¬ 
lomew's  Holpital,  and  defired  me  to 
look  at  a  fwelling  in  his  groin,  and  uppef 
part  of  the  fcrotum  on  the  right  fide  $ 
which,  he  faid,  came  fuddenly,  by  lifting 
a  heavy  weight.  From  the  groin  quit^ 
dpwn  to  the  tefticle,  the  fpermatic  procd§ 
was  enlarged ;  he  had  no  fymptoms  of  a 
hernia  ;  and  the  tefiis  was  much  too  d|- 
Hindi  and  free  for  a  hydrocele. 

While  I  was  examining  it,  I  perceived 
fome  blood  to  drop  from  the  lower  part  of 
the  fwelling  ;  and,  upon  enquiring  the  rea- 
fon,  he  told  me,  that  a  pundture  had  been 
made  in  it,  a  day  or  two  before  (upon  a 
fuppofition  that  the  fwelling  was  from  wa¬ 
ter  j)  that  it  had,  at  intervals,  bled  ever 
fince ;  but  that,  fince  it  had  lafl:  flopped, 
^he  tumor  was  increafed.  From  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  I  concluded  the  fwelling  to  be 
caufed  by  blood,  fhed  into  the  tunica  com- 

tnunis^ 
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munis,  from  a  branch  of  a  varicofe  fper- 
rnatic  vein. 

He  fubmitted  to  have  it  laid  open  :  no 
particular  breach  was  dilcovered  $  though 
the  whole  membrane  was  much  loaded  ; 
the  wound  was  drelfed  with  lint  prefled  out 
from  fpirit.  vin.  Thefe;  dreffings  were  fuf- 
fered  to  remain  on,  until  they  were  fepa- 
rated  by  a  beginning  fuppuration  :  and  by 
keeping  quiet,  and  being  properly  taken 
care  of,  the  man  got  well,  without  any  re¬ 
turn  of  hemorrhage. 


CASE  XXXIII. 


Poor  man  was  brought  to  my  houle. 


^  ^  by  a  gentleman  of  the  profeffion,  for 
my  opinion  concerning  a  tumor  of  the 
fcrotum. 

The  fwelling  was  large  ;  ofa  globular  kind 
of  form ;  painful,  not  only  in  general  from 
its  weight,  but  often  even  when  fufpend- 
ed,  or  when  the  patient  was  in  bed.  It 
palpably  contained  a  fluid  ;  but  the  fludtu- 
ation  of  that  fluid  was  not  (to  my  fingers) 
like  the  fluctuation  of  water.  In  all  the 
pofterior  part  of  the  tumor,  an  enlarged,  and 
fomewhat  hardned  tefticle  might  plainly 
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be  diftinguilhed ;  and  the  general  weight 
of  the  whole,  far  exceeded  that  of  any  hy¬ 
drocele  I  had  ever  met  with  of  equal  fize. 
That  it  was  not  a  mere  Ample  hydrocele, 
I  was  very  clear  :  but,  whether  it  was  a 
collection  of  fluid  in  the  tunica  vaginalis  of 
a  difeafed  tefticle  (what  is  in  general  called 
a  hydrofarcocele)  or  what  other  morbid  or 
altered  (late  of  parts  it  might  be  owing  to, 
I  would  not  pretend  to  lay.  A  puncture 
was  made  in  it  with  a  fmall  trochar ;  and 
about  four  ounces  of  dark- coloured  blood, 
not  fo  fluid  as  blood  generally  is,  while  cir¬ 
culating  in  its  proper  velTels,  was  drawn 
off ;  a  bit  of  plalter  and  lint  was  applied 
to  the  orifice,  and  the  man  went  about  his 
bufinefs. 

In  two  days,  the  fame  furgeon  brought 
the  man  to  me  again.  The  pundlure  was 
healed ;  but  the  tumor  was  as  large  as 
when  I  had  feen  it  two  days  before,  and  pal¬ 
pably  contained  the  fame  kind  of  fluid* 
What  that  was  we  knew  :  and  the  confide- 
ration  was,  what  was  the  propereft  method 
of  giving  the  man  relief.  Had  he  been  in 
good  health,  I  believe,  I  fliould  have  ad- 
vifed  laying  the  tumor  open  ;  at  leaft  fo  far 
as  to  have  obtained  a  more  precife  know- 
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ledge  of  its  nature  :  but  the  patient's  age* 
pnd  general  health  were  fuch,  as  would  by 
jio  means  make  an  operation  of  that  fort 
an  eligible  thing.  He  was  near  to  ilxty  i 
afthmatic  ;  had  drank  freely  ;  and  had  a 
yellow  countenance,  and  fwelled  legs  in 
confequence  of  it.  I  advifed  him  to  come 
into  the  hoipital,  and  try,  whether  by  pro¬ 
per  care  his  habit  might  not  be  mended* 
Soon  after  his  adnfifiion,  I  had  a  mind  to 
fee,  whether  the  contents  of  the  tumor  were 

1  >'  •  *  *  -  .  •  A 

really  the  fame  as  before,  and  made  a  punc¬ 
ture  in  it  again  with  the  trochar  :  the  dif~ 
charge  was  again  blood  i  and  it  was  two 
days  from  this  operation,  before  a  bloody 
difcharge  from  the  orifice  ceafed. 

A  continuance  of  dram-drinking  brought 
pn  a  general  anafarca,  and  an  extravafation 
of  water  in  the  abdomen ;  and  when  he 
|iad  been  ip  the  hqfpital  about  two  months, 
he  died. 

*  '  ■  »  . 

I  would  not  omit  the  opportunity  of  ex¬ 
amining  his  fcrotaldiforder  j  and  found,  that 
the  trochar  had,  at  each  operation,  pierced 
the  tunica  albuginea  ;  that  the  bloody  ex- 
travafation  was  within  that  coat  ;  that  the 
tunica  vaginalis  was  almoft  univerfally,  tho' 
flightly,  adhepent  to  the  furface  pf  the  albu? 
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ginea ;  that  the  vafeular  eompages  of  the 
whole  teflicle  was  much  enlarged,  and  at 
the  fame  time  fo  loofened,  that  a  part 
feemed  to  have  been  diffolved  into  the  fluid 
which  produced  the  fluctuation,  which 
fluid  was  mere  blood ;  and  that  the  epidy- 
dimis  was  hardned,  and  very  coniiderably 
enlarged. 

I  have  fince  had  an  opportunity  of  fee¬ 
ing  a  patient  labouring  under  the  fame  com¬ 
plaint  ;  whole  teflicle  was  rather  haftily, 
and  inadvertently  laid  open  ;  that  is,  divi¬ 
ded.  The  immediate  confequence  was  a 
large,  and  obftinate  haemorrhage.  Whe¬ 
ther  it  was  produced  by  the  diviilon  of  the 
fubftance  of  the  teflicle,  or  by  the  irritation 
of  fuch  applications  as  were  made  ufe  of  for 
flopping  the  bleeding,  I  will  not  pretend 
to  fay  ;  but  when  I  faw  him,  he  had  a  rigid 
neck;  and  was  (what  is  commonly  called) 
jaw  locked.  Caftration,  from  the  ftate  in 
which  his  teflicle  was  when  I  faw  it,  muft 
have  been  the  only  remedy  for  his  local 
complaint ;  but  his  fpafmodic  attack  ren- 
dered  that  improper,  and  every  thing  elfe 
fruitlefs. 

I  have  alfo  (from  a  very  ingenious  prac¬ 
titioner  of  my  acquaintance)  received  an 

P  account 
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account  of  a  fimilar  cafe  ;  in  which  the 
tefticle  was  divided,  and  the  haemorrhag 
(from  the  patient’s  obftinate  refufal  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  operation  of  caftration)  proved 
at  laft  fatah 

SECT.  X. 

TO  the  different  kinds  of  hydrocele, 
which  have  already  been  mention¬ 
ed,  fome  of  the  modern  French  writers 
have  added  another,  viz.*  that  which  is 
formed  by  a  collection  of  fluid,  in  thefac 
of  a  true  hernia* 

The  title  of  this  clearly  defcribes  its  true 
nature ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  only  inform 
the  reader,  of  what  has  fallen  within  my 
own  knowledge  relative  to  this  difeafe. 

x  .  i-  v  '■  /  :  '  •  . 

CASE  XXXIV. 

...  >  \  "  , 

A  Young  fellow,  about  twenty-five  years 
old,  applied  to  me,  on  account  of  a 
fwelling  in  his  fcrotum.  It  was  large,  of 
an  irregular  figure,  not  very  tenfe,  per¬ 
fectly  indolent,  and  accompanied  with  a 
remarkable  fulnefs  of  the  fpermatic  pro** 
cefs. 


The 
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The  account  which  he  gave  of  himfelf 
was,  that  he  had  had  a  rupture,  as  long  as 
he  could  remember  :  that  he  had,  on  that 
account,*  worn  a  fteel  trufs  for  many  years  ; 
that,  upon  taking  his  trufs  off,  his  rupture 
always  came  down  immediately,  and  was 
very  eafily  returned  up  again ;  that  it  had 
never  occafioned  any  obftruition  in  his 
ftools,  nor  given  him  any  pain  ;  that,  about 
a  year  ago,  he  had  been  perfuaded  to  leave 
his  trufs  off,  and  to  fubflitute  in  its  place* 
a  bandage  made  of  dimotty,  without  any 
iron  in  it  but  which  had  been  buckled  on 
very  tight :  that,  when  he  had  worn  this 

>  i  t  . 

bandage  about  fix  months,  he  found  that 
his  rupture  was  down,  and  that  he  could 
not  get  it  up  again  ;  that,  upon  this,  he  had 
applied  to  the  perfon  of  whom  he  bought 
the  bandage  ;  who,  after  having  ineffectu¬ 
ally  tried  to  reduce  the  rupture,  fold  him 
another  bandage,  and  buckling  it  on  Hill 
tighter  than  the  firft,  allured  him*  that  it 
would  never  do  him  any  harm ;  that  from 
the  time  of  putting  on  this  fecond,  his 
fcrotum  had  gradually  become  larger,  with 
confiderable  pain  and  uneafinefs* 

From  the  feel  of  all  the  lower  part,  I 
made  no  doubt,  that  the  tumor  contained 

P  2  * 
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a  confiderable  quantity  of  fluid ;  and  had 
there  been  no  other  circumftance  to  influ¬ 
ence  my  judgment,  l  ihould  have  fuppofed 
the  difeafe  to  have  been  a  hydrocele  of  the 
tunica  vaginalis  teftis:  but  the  very  diftindt 
and  particular  account,  which  the  man 
gave  ofhimfelf  ;  and  the  feel,  and  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  fpermatic  procefs,  made  me 
hefitate. 

<  '''S'  '  * 

Whatever  might  be  the  true  nature  of 
the  cafe,  a  fluid  there  certainly  was  ;  and 
that  in  quantity  fufficient  to  render  the  dif- 
charge  of  it  both  fife  and  warrantable.  I 
made  a  pundture  in  the  middle  and  ante¬ 
rior  part,  and  let  out  above  a  pint  of  brown 
ferum.  This  difcharge  removed  all  the 
fvvelling  from  below  ;  but  made  little  or  no 
alteration,  either  in  the  look,  or  the  feel  of 
the  upper  part  of  the  procefs.  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  reduce  it  ;  but  found  it  imprac¬ 
ticable,  and  defifted  ;  adviflng  the  man  to 

■  r 

let  it  alone,  to  wear  no  bandage  of  any 
kind;  and  if  at  any  future  time,  it  became 
troublelome  to  him,  I  deiired  that  I  might 
fee  it. 

In  about  a  year's  time,  he  came  to  me 
again,  with  his  fcrotiim  as  big  as  before, 
and  palpably  containing  a  fluid. 

As 
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As  I  had  felt  the  tefticle  very  plainly  after 
the  firft  operation  ;  and  as  I  did  not  believe 
the  tumor  in  the  procefs  to  be  formed  by 
the  inuftine,  I  advifed  him  to  have  the 
whole  laid  open.  He  fubmitted,  and  1 
took  him  into  the  hofpital  for  that  purpofe. 
I  made  an  incifion,  from  the  middle,  and 
anterior  part  of  the  ferotum,  quite  up  to  the 
groin,  and  found  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
bag,  which  contained  the  fluid,  the  tefticle 
covered  only  by  its  proper  coat,  or  tunica 
albuginea  ;  and  in  the  upper  part,  or  neck 
of  the  fame  bag,  a  coniiderable  portion  of 
omentum.  The  upper  part  of  this  portion 
of  caul  was  hardned  in  its  texture,  and  fo 
perfectly  adherent  to  every  point  of  the 
neck  of  the  fac,  as  to  prohibit  the  return 
of  even  a  fluid  from  thence  into  the  belly  : 
but  the  lower  part  was  in  its  natural  ftate, 
loofe,  foft,  and  capable  of  being  expanded. 
All  the  lower,  or  loofe  part.  I  cut  off,  with¬ 
out,  making  a  ligature,  or  being  troubled 
with  any  haemorrhage  •  the  upper  part  1  left 
as  I  found  it ;  filled  the  wound  lightly  with 
dry  lint,  and  treated  the  cafe,  as  I  fhould 
have  done  that  of  the  radical  cure  for  an 
hydrocele.  In  about  feven  weeks  the  man 
p*ot  well,  and  has  ever  fince  remained  fo. 
r  ,  P  3  This 
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This  man’s  rupture  was  of  the  congenial 
kind  ;  and  therefore  the  fac  of  the  hernia, 
and  that  of  the  hydrocele,  were  the  fame, 
viz.  the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis. 

CASE  XXXV. 

WHILE  the  firfi edition  of  this  book 
was  in  the  prefs,  Mr.  Spray  defired 
me  to  viiit  a  patient  with  him,  who  had 
fame  prefling  fymptoms  of  4  ftrangulated 
rupture,. 

The  patient  was  a  healthy  young  man, 
about  tvyenty-two  years  old  5  and  he  gave 
the  following  account  of  himfelf. 

That  as  long  as  he  could  remember,  he 
had  been  fubjedl  to  a  rupture,  which  ne¬ 
ver  came  lower  than  his  groin,  was  always 
eafily  put  up,  and  had  never  given  him 
any  trouble  :  that  he  had,  when  a  child? 
worn  a  trufsj  but,  either  from  its  being  ill- 
made,  or  from  his  not  knowing  how  to  put 
ft  on,  it  had  never  anfwered  the  purpofe  ; 
and  that  he  had,  for  fome  years,  difufed  it ; 
that,  for  a  month  or  two  pad,  his  rupture 
had  been  conftantly  down ;  and  that,  within 
that  fpace  of  time,  he  had  never  been  able 
P  return  it,  though  he  had  often  tried  j 

that 
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that  ftill,  as  it  gave  him  no  pain,  nor  pro¬ 
duced  any  other  inconvenience,  than  the 
mere  fwelling  of  the  fcrotum,  he  had  taken 
no  notice  of  it ;  nor  applied  to  any  body  for 
afliftance,  until  within  the  laft  three  days; 
fince  which,  he  had  been  affedled  with 
great  pain  in  his  belly,  a  ftoppage  of  ftools, 
and  a  vomiting. 

The  lower  part  of  the  fcrotum  was  much 
inlarged  ;  contained  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  fluid  ;  and  bore  very  much  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  hydrocele  :  but  the  upper  part, 
or  fpermatic  prccefs,  was  hard,  and  pain¬ 
ful,  and  feemed  to  be  girt  tight  by  the  ten¬ 
don  of  the  abdominal  mufcle.  This,  added 
to  an  extreme  tightnefs  of  his  belly,  want 
of  (tool  for  three  days  pah,  anxiety,  reft- 
lefsnefs,  vomiting,  and  beginning  hiccough, 
determined  me  to  propofe  the  operation 
immediately. 

The  lad  contented,  and  I  made  an  inci- 
fion  from  the  upper  part  of  theiimior,  juft: 
above  the  abdominal  opening,  quite  down 
to  the  bottom  of  the  fcrotum. 

Having  carefully  divided  the  cutis,  and 
common  membrane,  I  cam.e  to  what  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  a  hernial  fac  ;  this  I  opened, 
arnd  thereby  let  out  about  half  a  pint  of 

P  4  clear 
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clear  limpid  water ;  upon  the  difcharge  of 
wffich,  the  whole  tumor  of  the  fcrotum 
fubfided  ;  and  my  affillahts  were  convin¬ 
ced,  that  I  had  miftaken  a  hydrocele  for  an 
hernia.  But  although  the  whole  of  the 
fwelling  of  the  fcrotum  was  entirely  diffi- 
pated  by  the  difcharge ;  yet  the  tumor  and 
hardnefs  about  the  abdominal  opening  was 
unaltered,  and  the  patient’s  pain  the  lame. 
With  a  probe-pointed  knife  I  laid  open 
the  whole  fac,  whence  the  water  had  pro¬ 
ceeded,  quite  down  to  its  bottom  ;  and 
found  the  naked  tefticle  within  it  :  this 
gave  the  difeafe  Hill  more  the  appearance 
of  a  hydrocele,  and  I  began  to  think  that  it 
was  fo  ;  but,  upon  palling  my  finger  up,  to 
examine  the  Hate  of  the  abdominal  tendon, 
I  found  a  fmall  portion  of  inteftine  enga¬ 
ged  in  it,  and  bound  extremely  tight  ;  I 
lengthened  the  incifion,  fo  as  to  have  a  fair 
view  of  it,  and  thereby  we  all  became  tho¬ 
roughly  fatislied  of  the  true  nature  of  the 
cafe.  The  piece  of  intefdne  was  fmall,  a 
pcod  deal  darkned  in  color,  and  bound  fo 
tightly  by  the  tendon,  that  it  was  with 
great  difficulty,  that  1  could  introduce  my 
finger  lor  the  conveyance  of  the  knife. 
When  1  had  made  a  fufficient  dilatation,  I 

en- 
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endeavoured  to  return  the  gut ;  but  could 
not  execute  it,  although  there  was  no  ob- 
ftrudlion  from  the  tendon.  I  drew  out 
fome  inches  of  it,  thinking,  that  I  might 
thereby  be  enabled  to  make  the  return 
more  eafily ;  that  which  I  drew  out,  I 
replaced  with  the  utmofi:  eafe  ;  but  could 
not  difengage  the  fmall  portion  which  made 
the  original  difeafe.  At  laft,  paffing  my 
finger  round  in  the  dilated  opening,  I  found 
that  the  inteftine  adhered  to  the  lower  bor¬ 
der  of  it,  by  a  fmall  membranous  filament ; 
upon  the  divifion  of  which,  the  gut  flipped 
in  immediately. 

The  young  man  had  flools  very  foon  ; 
and,  by  proper  care,  very  foon  got  well. 

This  alfo  was  a  congenial  hernia  j  the 
fac  which  contained  the  intefline,  the  fluid, 
and  the  tefticle,  being  the  tunica  vagina¬ 
lis  :  but  had  I  been  contented  with  merely 
dividing  the  tunic,  and  had  not  proceeded 
in  the  examination  and  divifion  of  the  ab¬ 
dominal  tendon,  the  lad  would  have  been 
^eilroyed  by  the  ftridture. 


SECT. 
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SEC  T.  XL 


H  E  reft  of  the  falfe  hernias  (as  they 


JL  are  called)  are  the  pneumatocele  f 
the  varicocele  ;  the  cirfocele ;  and  the  far- 
cocele  :  to  which,  fome  have  added  the 
hydro-farcocele. 

The  firftof  thefe,  is  (as  I  have  already 
faid)  a  miftake  :  there  is  no  hernia  produ¬ 
ced  by  mere  wind.  The  two  difeafes, 
which  in  new-born  children,  and  infants, 
are  taken  for,  and  called  wind- ruptures, 
are,  a  tumor  produced  by  a  fmall  quantity 
of  fluid  remaining  in  the  kwer  part  of  the 
tunica  vaginalis,  after  its  communication 
above  with  the  cavity  of  the  belly  is  clofed  ; 
and  a  true  (but  fmall)  inteftinal  hernia. 

The  varicocele  ;  is  a  dilatation  of  the 
blood- veffels  of  the  fcrotum.  Thefe  are  of 
different  fize,  in  different  people ;  and,  like 
the  veffels,  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  are 
liable  to  become  varicofe  ;  but  are  feldom 
fo  much  inlarged  as  to  be  troublefome,  un- 
!efs  fuch  inlargement  is  the  confequence  of 
a  difeafe,  either  of  the  tefticle,  or  of  the 
fpennatic  chord.  When  this  is  the  cafe  $ 


the 


the  HYDROCELE,  &c.  219 

the  original  difeafe  is  what  engages  our  at¬ 
tention,  and  not  this  fimple  effed  of  it; 
and,  therefore,  confidered  abftradtedly,  the 
varicocele  is  a  difeafe  of  no  importance. 
The  cirfocele,  is  a  varicofe  detention  and 
inlargement  of  the  fpermatic  vein  ;  and, 
whether  confidered,  on  account  of  the  pain 
which  it  fometimes  occafions ;  or  on  ac¬ 
count  of  a  wafting  of  the  tefticle,  which 
now  and  then  follows  it,  may  truly  be  cal¬ 
led  a  difeafe.  It  is  frequently  miftaken  for 
a  defcent  of  a  fmall  portion  of  omentum. 
The  unealinefs  which  it  occafions,  is  a  dull 
kind  of  pain  in  the  back,  generally  relieved 
by  fufpenfion  of  the  fcrotum.  It  has  been 
refembled  to  a  colleftion  of  earth-worms  ; 
but  whoever  has  an  idea  of  a  varicofe  vef- 
fel,  will  not  ftand  in  need  of  an  illuftration 
by  comparifon.  It  is  moft  frequently  con¬ 
fined  to  that  part  of  the  fpermatic  procefs, 
which  is  below  the  opening  in  the  abdo¬ 
minal  tendon  ;  and  the  veftels  generally 
become  rather  larger,  as  they  approach 
nearer  to  the  teftis.  In  books,  are  to  be 
found  prefcriptions  for  leflening  the  di- 
ftended  veins ;  but  I  cannot  fay,  that  I  ever 
faw  any  good  eflfedt,  from  external  applica¬ 
tions  of  any  kind. 


In 
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In  general,  the  tefticie  is  perfectly  un- 
.concerned  in,  and  unaffected  by  this  dif- 
eafe  ;  but  fometirnes  it  happens,  that  it 
makes  its  appearance  very  luddenly,  and 
with  acute  pain ;  requiring  reft  and  eate  : 
and  fometirnes,  after  fuch  fy  nip  toms  have 
been  removed,  I  have  feen  the  tefticie  fo 
wafted,  as  hardly  to  be  dftcernible, 

CASE  XXXVI. 

A  Young  fellow,  on  a  journey,  found 
himfelf  one  evening  more  than  ordi¬ 
narily  tired  ^  and,  as  foon  as  he  got  to  bed, 
was  feized  with  a  violent  pain  in  his  back  ; 
which  (to  ufe  his  own  words)  fhot  down 
into  his  ftone. 

The  pain  was  fo  great,  as  to  oblige  him 
to  fend  for  fomebody  immediately,  who 
bled  him  freely  :  this  produced  no  relief, 
nor  was  the  pain  yet  attended  with  any 
tumor  of  the  fcrotum,  or  tefticie  ;  or  by 
any  appearance  whatever  of  the  parts  af¬ 
fected.  The  pain  continued,  without  re- 
million,  all  the  next  day ;  he  was  again  let 
blood,  had  a  clyfter,  and  a  gentle  purge. 
On  the  third  day,  toward  evening,  the  pain 
totally  left  him,  and  a  fulnefs  appeared  in 

the 


the  H  Y  D  R  O  C  E  L  E,  &c.  221 


the  groin,  tending  down  toward  the  tefii- 
cle  :  this  made  him  fo  uneafy  ;  that,  find¬ 
ing  the  apothecary,  who  had  the  care  of 
him,  did  not  feem  clearly  to  know  what  it 
was ;  he  got  into  a  pofc-chaife,  and  came 
home  to  London. 

His  journey  brought  on  a  return  of  pain  : 
but  by  lofing  fome  more  blood,  keeping 
in  bed,  applying  an  emollient  pultice  to 
the  groin,  and  fufpending  the  parts  in  a 
bag-trufs,  he  became  eafy,  and  all  the  tu¬ 
mefaction  difperfed  ;  except  a  fmallfulnefs 
of  the  fpermatic  chord,  occaiioned  by  the 
varicofe  ftate  of  its  veffels.  But  the  tefticle 
was  fo  diminifhed,  as  to  be  hardly  percep¬ 
tible  ;  and  remains  fo,  to  the  time  of  my 
writing  this. 


CASE  XXXVII. 


N  oftler,  at  an  inn  in  Smithfield,  was. 


1  3L  by  the  fall  of  a  horfe,  thrown  over  his 
head,  and  his  groin  (truck  againft  the  pom¬ 
mel  of  the  faddle.  It  gave  him  exquifite 
pain  ;  and  he  war  brought  immediately  to 
the  Hofpital,  upon  a  fuppofition  that  he 
had  burft  himfelf. 


Upon 
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Upon  examination,  no  fwelling  appear¬ 
ed,  either  of  the  tefticle  or  of  the  ipermatic 
chord;  but  the  pain  (which  he  faid  was 
exquifite)  was  confined  to  that  part  of  the 
latter,  which  is  between  the  tefticle  and 
the  groin. 

He  was  largely  blooded,  had  a  clyfter, 

and  a  purge ;  his  pain  continued  two  days ; 

* 

and  when  it  left  him,  the  Ipermatic  veflels 
became  greatly  varicofe.  No  application, 
which  was  made  ufe  of  on  this  account, 
proved  at  all  beneficial ;  that  is,  rendered 
the  diftended  veflels  at  all  lefs ;  and,  when 
he  left  the  Hofpital,  he  was  perfectly  free 
from  pain  ;  but  his  tefticle,  on  that  fide, 
was  fcarce  difcernible. 

I  once  faw  the  fame  effedt,  from  the  in¬ 
judicious  application  of  a  trufs,  on  a  true 
cirfocele  :  the  veflels,  by  means  of  the 
preflure,  became  inlarged  to  a  prodigious 
lize,  but  the  tefticle  fhrunk  to  almoft  no- 


CASE  XXXVIII. 

» 

A  Young  gentleman,  about  twenty-five 
years  old,  after  having  heated himfelf 
much  with  exercife,  went  too  foon  in  to  a  river 
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to  bathe.  In  the  middle  of  the  enfuing  night, 
he  was  feized  with  a  coldnefs,  and  {hiver¬ 
ing;  which  were  followed  with  great  heat, 
and  thirft,  and  a  flight  fweat.  He  fent 
for  a  furgeon,  who  bled  him  and  gave 
him  a  clyfter,  bad  him  keep  in  bed,  and 
drink  plentifully.  Next  day,  he  gave  him 
a  laxative  medicine,  and  fome  febrifuge 
draughts. 

For  three  days,  his  fever  was  unremit¬ 
ting;  but  on  the  fourth,  he  became  cool¬ 
er,  and  was  feized  with  a  moft  acute  pain  in 
his  loins ;  for  which  he  was  again  bled,  and 
purged.  On  the  fifth  day,  his  back  became 
eafy ;  but  both  tefticles,  tho’  very  little  fvvol- 
len,  were  fo  tender,  as  hardly  to  admit  the 
touch  ;  and,  in  a  very  few  hours,  the  fper- 
matic  veflels  were  fo  diftended,  as  to  make 
an  apparent  tumor.  By  means  of  fomen¬ 
tation,  pultice,  and  reft,  all  uneafinefs  was 
removed,  in  about  a  fortnight ;  but,  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  both  patient  and  furgeon 
were  exceffively  aftonilhed,  at  not  beings 
able  to  find  the  tefticles.  The  latter  came 
to  London  immediately,  and  defired  me  to., 
examine  him,  after  having  given  me  the 
preceding  account. 


The 
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The  fpermatic  veffels  were  full,  and  va- 

ricofe ;  the  vafa  deferentia  too  large,  and 

' 

rather  too  hard  ;  as  were  a]fo  the  epidydi- 
rnides ;  but  there  was  not,  on  either  fide, 
the  leaf!  appearance  of  a  natural  tefiicle  :  a 
flattened,  compreffed  kind  of  membranous 
fub fiance  (which,  I  fuppofe,  was  the  tunica 
albuginea)  feerned  to  hang  from  each  epi- 
dydimis  ;  but  there  was  not  any  trace  or 
veftige,  of  the  glandular,  or  vafcular  parts 
of  either  teftis. 

This  is  the  only  time,  I  ever  faw  this 
complaint  on  both  fides,  in  the  famefub- 
jedt. 

'  01;.  . 

SECT.  XII. 

The  Sarcocele,  or  diseased 
Testicle. 

THIS  is  a  difeafe  of  the  body  of  the 
tefticle  ;  and,  as  the  term  implies, 
confifts,  in  general,  in  fuch  an  alteration, 
made  in  the  ftrudture  of  it,  as  produces  a 
refemblance  to  a  hard  flefhy  fubftance,  in- 
ftead  of  that  fine,  foft,  vafcular  texture,  of 

.  '  V 

which  it  is,  in  a  natural  and  healthy  ftate, 
corapofed. 


the  HYDROCELE,  &c.  225 

The  antient  writers  have  made  a  great 
number  of  diflindtions,  of  the  different 
kinds  of  this  difeafe,  according  to  its  dif¬ 
ferent  appearances,  and  according  to  the 
mildnefs  or  malignity  of  the  fymptoms, 
with  which  it  may  chance  to  be  attended. 
Thus,  the  farcocele,  the  hydro-farcocple, 
the  Tcirrhus,  the  cancer,  the  caro  adnata 

V  "> 

ad  teftem,.  and  the  caro  adnata  ad  vafa, 
which  are  really  little  more  than  defcrip- 
tions  of  differen  t  dates  and  circumflances  of 
the  fame  difeafe,  are  reckoned  as  fo  many 
different  complaints,  requiring  a  variety  of 
treatment,  and  deriving  their  origin  from 
a  variety  of  different  humors 

Every  fpecies  of  farcocele,  confifts  pri¬ 
marily  in  an  inlargement,  induratipn,  and 
obflrudlion  of  the  vafcular  part  of  the  tefti- 
cle ;  but  this  alteration  is,  in  different  peo* 
pie,  attended  with  fuch  a  variety  of  cir- 

cumftances, 

* 

*  <c  Humores  crafii  funt  duo,  pituita  et  melancholia, 
equibus  turn  fchirrhi  inaliis  partibus,tum  induratio- 
nes  carneae  in  tefticulis  oriuntur.  Tumor  hie  eft  du~ 
rus,  ta&ui  renitens,  indolens,  etfi.  exquifitus  fit  fchir- 
*c  rhus,  fenfu  caret.  Si  a  melancholia  oriatur,  color  fub-? 
*c  lividusj  fi  a  pituita,  colorem  cutis  non  mutatj  ft  a 
(t  melancholia  fuperaflata,  dolor  pun£tori us,  et  inequalisi 
tumor  f  hie  durus,  ibi  mollis. ”  Fab.  ab  Aquapend, 

CL 
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eumftances,  as  to  produce  feveral  different 
appearances ,  and  to  occafion  the  many  di- 
ffin&ions  which  have  been  made. 

If  the  body  of  the  tefticle,  though  in- 
larged,  and  indurated  to  feme  degree,  be 

perfeSly  equal  in  its  furface,  void  of  pain,, 

■  . 

has  no  appearance  of  fluid  in  its  tunica  va¬ 
ginalis,  and  produces  very  little  uneafi- 
nefs,  except  what  is  occafioned  by  its  mere 
weighty  it  is  u -finally  called  a  Ample  farco- 
eele,  or  an  indolent  fcirrhus.  If,  at  the 
feme  time  that  the  teftis  is  inlarged,,  and 
hardened,  there  be  a  palpable  accumulation 
of  fluid  in  the  vaginal  coat,  the  difeafe  has 
by  many  been  named  a  hydro- farcocele.  If 
the  lower  part  of  the  fpermatic  veffels,  and 
the  epidydimis  were  inlarged,  hard,  and 
knotty,  they  fuppofed  it  to  be  a  fungous  or 
morbid  accretion,  and  called  it  the  caro  ad¬ 
nata  ad  vafa  ;  if  the  tefticle  itfelf  was  un¬ 
equal  in  its  furface,  but  at  the  fame  time 
not  painful,  they  diftinguhhed  it  by  the  ti¬ 
tle  of  caro  adnata  ad  teffem  :  if  it  was  to¬ 
lerably  equal,  not  very  painful,  nor  fre¬ 
quently  fo,  but  at  the  fame  time  hard  and 
large,  they  gave  it  the  appellation  of  an 
occult  or  benign  cancer  ;  if  it  was  ulcera^ 
ted,  fubjeft  to  frequent  acute  pain,  to  he¬ 
morrhage. 
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morrhage,  &c.  it  was  known  by  that  of  a 
malignant  or  confirmed  cancer.  Thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  appearances,  though  diflinguifhed  by 
different  titles,  are  really  no  more  than  fo 
many  ftages  (as  it  were)  of  the  fame  kind 
of  difeafe ;  and  depend  a  great  deal  on  fe- 
veral  accidental  circumftances  $  fuch  as  age, 
habit,  manner  of  living,  &c.  It  is  true,  that 
many  people  pafs  feveral  years  with  this 
difeafe,  under  its  moft  favourable  appear¬ 
ances,  and  without  encountering  any  of 
its  word  3  but  on  the  other  hand,  there 
are  many,  who,  in  a  very  fhort  fpace  of 
time,  run  through  all  its  ftages.  They, 
who  are  moft  converfant  with  it,  knpw, 
how  very  convertible  its  mildeft  fymptoms 
are,  into  its  moft  dreadful  ones ;  and  how 
very  fhort  a  fpace  of  time,  often  intervenes 
between  the  one  and  the  other. 

There  is  hardly  any  difeafe,  affedling  the 
human  body,  which  is  fubjecft  to  more  va-? 
riety,  than  this  is,  both  with  regard  to  its 
firft  manner  of  appearance,  and  the  chan¬ 
ges  which  it  may  undergo. 

Sometimes  the  firft  appearance  is  a  mere, 
fimple,  inlargement,  and  induration  of  the 
I  body  of  the  tefticle  ;  void  of  pain,  without 
1  inequality  offurface,  and  producing  noun-? 

'  ,  eafinefs, 

,  "  * 
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eafinef s,  nor  inconvenience,  except  what  is 
occafioned  by  its  mere  weight.  And  feme 
few  people  are  fo  fortunate,  to  have  it  re¬ 
main  in  this  hate,  for  a  very  confiderable 
length  of  time,  without  vifible  or  material 
alteration.  On  the  other  hand,  it  fome- 
times  happens,  that,  very  foon  after  its  ap¬ 
pearance,  in  this  mild  manner,  it  fuddenly 
becomes  unequal,  and  knotty ;  and  is  at¬ 
tended  with  very  acute  pains,  darting  up  to 
the  loins  and  back  ;  but  ftill  remaining  en¬ 
tire,  that  is,  not  burfting  through  the  inte¬ 
guments.  Sometimes  the  fury  of  the  difeafe 
brooks  no  reftraint ;  but*  making  its  way 
through  all  the  membranes  which  inve- 
lope  the  tefticle,  it  either  produces  a  large, 
foul,  {linking,  phagedenic  ulcer  with  hard 
edges or  it  thrufts  forth  a  painful  gleeting 
fungus,  fubjed  to  frequent  hemorrhage. 

Sometimes  (as  I  have  already  obferved) 
an  accumulation  of  water  is  made  in  the 
tunica  vaginalis,  producing  that  mixed  ap¬ 
pearance,  called  the  hydro-farcocele. 

Sometimes  there  is  no  fluid  at  all  in  the 
cavity  of  the  tunica  vaginalis ;  but  the  body 
of  the  tefticle  itfelf  is  formed  into  cells, 
containing  either,  a  turbid  kind  of  water*  a 
bloody  fanies,  or  a  purulent,  foetid  matter^ 

Same- 
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Sometimes  the  diforder  feems  to  be 
merely  local,  that  is,  confined  to  the  tefli- 
cle,  not  proceeding  from  a  tainted  habit, 
nor  accompanied  with  difeafed  vifcera ;  the 
patient  having  all  the  general  appearances, 
and  circumftances  of  health,  and  deriving 
his  local  mifchief  from  an  external  injury. 
At  other  times,  a  "pallid,  leaden  counte¬ 
nance,  indigeftion,  frequent  naufea,  cholic 
pains,  fudden  purgings,  fufSciently  in¬ 
dicate  a  vitiated  habit,  and  difeafed  vifce¬ 
ra  ;  which  difeafed  vifcera  may  alfo  foine- 
times  be  difcovered  and  felt. 

The  progrefs  alfo,  which  it  makes  from 
the  teftis  upward,  toward  the  procefs,  is 
very  uncertain ;  the  difeafe  occupying  the 
tefticle  only,  v/ithout  affedling  the  fperma- 
tic  procefs,  in  fome  fubjedts,  for  a  great 
length  of  time  ;  while  in  others,  it  totally 
fpoils  the  tefticle  very  foon  ;  and,  almoft  as 
foon,  feizes  on  the  fpermatic  chord 

Q_  3  Thefe, 

*Th  is  is  the  common  language,  and  therefore  I  ufe 
it ;  but  I  would  not  be  underftood  to  mean,  that  the 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  is  always  and  invariably  upward, 
from  the  teftis  into  the  procefs,  I  have  feen  the  fperma¬ 
tic  procefs  truly  cancerous,  when  the  tefticle  has  been 
free  from  difeafe  j  and  am  well  fatisfied,  fromexperi- 
ence,<thata  difeafed  ftate  of  the  vefiels  within  the  abdo¬ 
men. 
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Thefe,  and  fome  other  circumftances,  to 
he  mentioned  hereafter,  are  materially  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  obferved ;  as  they  charadterife 
the  difeafe ;  point  out  its  particular  nature 
anddifpofition;  andferve  as  marks,  whereon 
to  found  our  judgment  and  prognoftic  of 
the  moft  probable  event,  as  well  as  the 
mod  proper  method  of  treatment.  Various 
have  been  the  caiifes,  to  which  theoretic 
and  whimfical  people  have  affigned  this 
difeafe  $  but  as  a  recital  of  conjectures  can 
convey  no  inftrudtion,  or  ufeful  infor¬ 
mation,  I  fhall  pafs  them  over  ;  and  only 
take  notice*  that  among  the  great  number* 
which  have  been  mentioned,  there  are  two 
which,  though  equally  groundlefs  with  the 
reft,  have  yet  obtained  a  degree  of  credit* 
that  may  miflead  :  thefe  two  are  the  hernia 
humoralis,  and  the  hydrocele  of  the  vagi¬ 
nal  tunic. 

The  hernia  humoralis  is  a  defluxion  of 
the  inflammatory  kind,  proceeding,  moft 
frequently,  from  an  irritation  in  that  part 
of  the  urethra,  where  the  vafa  deferentia. 


or 

\: 


\ 

men,  or  of  the  parts  in  connexion  with  thofe  veflels, 
teay  produce  a  morbid  Hate  of  the  procefs,  proceeding 
downwards  from  thence  :  but  the  other  is  by  much 
the  moil  frequmfo 
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*©r  veficulae  feminales  terminate.  It  is  at¬ 
tended  with  pain  and  heat,  and  mo  ft  fre¬ 
quently  fever ;  during  the  firft,  or  inflamed 
ftate  of  the  difeafe,  the  whole  com  pages  of 
the  tefticle  is  inlarged  ^  but  when  by  reft, 
evacuation,  and  proper  applications  that 
inflammation  is  calmed,  there  feldom  or 
never  remains,  either  fulnefs,  hardnefs,  or 
any  other  mark  of  difeafe  in  the  glandular 
.part  of  the  teftis.  The  epidydimis  indeed 
feldom  efcapes  fo  well  ;  that  often  conti¬ 
nues  inlarged,  and  indurated,  for  a  confi- 
derable  fpace  of  time,  but  without  pro¬ 
ducing  either  pain  or  inconvenience  ;  and 
without  occafioning  any  alteration  in  the 
figure  or  ftrudture  of  what  is  called  the 
body  of  the  tefticle  j  whereas  the  true  far- 
cocele,  or  hernia  carnofa,  moft  commonly 
*  begins  by  an  indolent  induration  of  that 
part  of  the  teftis,  and  affe<5ts  the  epidydi- 
inis  fecondarily ;  or,  after  it  has  already 
fpoiled  the  vafcular  part  of  the  gland. 

I  would  not  be  nnderftood  to  mean,  that 
a  farcocele  never  follows  a  hernia  humora- 
lis  ;  there  is  no  reafon  in  nature,  why  it 

ftiould  not :  a  hernia  humoralis  does  not, 

4  v  not 

*  I  Fay  moll  commonly,  becaufe  it  is  neither  ne» 
^dTarily,  nor  always. 
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nor  can,  prevent  the  tefticle,  in  any  future 
time,  from  becoming  fcirrhous :  I  only 
fay,  that  it  does  not,  at  any  time,  neceffa- 
rily  caufe,  or  produce  it.  So  alfo,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  epidydimis,  I  do  not  mean  to 
fay,  that  it  never  is  the  primary  and  origi¬ 
nal  feat  of  a  fcirrhus  >  I  know  that  it  is, 
and  (hall  produce  fome  inftances  of  it :  nei¬ 
ther  do  I  intend  to  fay,  that  a  fcirrhus  ne¬ 
ver  attacks  an  epidydimis,  which  has  been 
previoufly  hardened  by  a  hernia  humora- 
lis ;  there  can  be  no  reafon,  why  it  ihould 
not :  I  only  mean  to  fignify,  that  it  is  my 
opinion,  that  the  induration  caufed  by  a 
venereal  hernia  humoralis  does  not,  at  any 
time,  neceflarily  produce  a  fcirrhus.  A 
fcirrhus,  indeed,  may  fall  on  that  part, 
after  it  has  been  fo  difeafed  ;  but  it  would 

i 

as  certainly  have  attacked  it,  if  there  had 
been  no  preceding  affedtion  of  it. 

There  is  alfo  a  venereal  affedtion  of  the 
tefticle,  independant  of  a  gonorrhea,  or  of 
any  difeafe  of  the  urethra. 

This  is  feldom  an  early  fymptom ;  and, 
I  do  not  remember,  ever  to  have  feen  an 
inftance,  in  which  it  was  not,  either  im¬ 
mediately  preceded,  or  accompanied,  by 
fome  other  appearance,  plainly  venereah 

It 
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It  has  neither  the  inequality*  nor  darting 
pains  of  the  fcirrhus,  and  always  gives 
way  to  a  mercurial  procefs,  properly  con¬ 
duced. 

A  quantity  of  water  is  frequently  col¬ 
lected,  in  the  vaginal  coat  of  a  truly  fcir- 
rhous  teftis.  This  has  given  rife  to  the 
fuppofltion,  that  the  tefticle  often  becomes 
difeafed,  from  its  being  furrounded  by,  or 
fwimming  in  the  fame  fluid  :  a  fuppofltion, 
entirely  groundlefs. 

That  fcirrhous,  and  cancerous  teftes, 

*  * 

very  frequently  are  found  to  have  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  fluid,  accumulated  in  the  tunica  va¬ 
ginalis  of  them,  is  beyond  all  doubt ;  but 
that  fuch  tefticles  become  difeafed,  in  con- 
fequence  of  being  furrounded  by  fuch  fluid, 
or,  in  other  words,  that  a  Ample  hydrocele 
may  produce  a  fchirhous  tefticle,  is  by  no 
means  true. 

The  Ample  hydrocele  is  (as  I  have  al¬ 
ready  at  large  obferved)  a  collection  of  wa¬ 
ter  in  the  tunica  vaginalis  :  this  fluid,  in  a 
natural  and  healthy  ftate  of  the  parts,  is 
fmall  in  quantity,  and,  by  being  conftantly 
abforbed,  does  not  diftend  the  cavity  of  the 
tunic,  but  only  ferves  to  keep  that  mem¬ 
brane  from  contracting  any  unnatural  co- 

hefion 
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hefion  with  the  tunica  albuginea.  The 
regular  abforption  of  this  fluid  being  by 
fome  means  prevented,  the  quantity  foon 
becomes  confiderable,  and  diftending  its 
containing  bag,  conftitutes  the  difeafe  cal¬ 
led  a  hydrocele  $  but  makes  no  morbid  al¬ 
teration  in  the  ftrudlure  of  the  tefticle 
When  the  tefticle  becomes  inlarged  in 
fize,  hardened  in  texture,  craggy  and  un¬ 
equal  in  its  furface,  painful  upon  or  after 
having  been  handled,  attended  with  irre¬ 
gular  pains,  fhooting  up  the  groin  toward 
the  back,  and  this  without  any  previous 
inflammation,  difeafe,  or  injury  from  ex¬ 
ternal  violence,  it  is  faid  to  be  affedted  with 
a  fcirrhus.  This,  as  I  have  already  re¬ 
marked,  is  of  different  kinds,  and  degrees, 
and  appears  under  different  forms ;  but  al¬ 
though  the  appearances,  which  the  difeafe 
makes,  are  various,  according  to  the  alte¬ 
ration  produced  by  it  in  the  tefticle,  yet, 
every  fuch  morbid  alteration  may  obftrudt, 
or  prevent  the  regular  abforption  of  the 
fluid  depofited  in  the  vaginal  tunic,  and  oc- 

cafion 

*  That  Is,  no  fuch  alteration,  as  renders  it  painful, 
or  incapable  of  executing  its  office  ;  and,  confequently, 
no  fuch  alteration,  as  can  ever  require  extirpation,  or 
any  other  chirurgical  operation  on  the  tefticle  itfelf. 
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cafion  a  fpecies  of  hydrocele  ;  that  is,  &  tu¬ 
mor  from  water. 

This  is  that  kind  of  difeafe,  which,  by 
Fabritius  ab  Aquapendente,  is  called  hy- 
dro-farcocele  ;  but  which  is  fo  very  unlike 
to  a  limple  hydrocele,  that  whoever  mi~ 
ftakes  the  one  for  the  other,  will  commit 
an  error,  which  may  prove  very  mifchie- 
vous  to  his  patient,  and  very  detrimental  to 
himfelf. 

In  the  true,  limple  hydrocele,  the  teftis* 
though  fomewhat  loofened  in  its  texture, 
and  a  little  inlarged,  yet  prelerves  very 
nearly  its  natural  form  ;  the  collection  is 
made  without  pain  or  unealinefs,  and  very 
foon  becomes  fufficient  to  hide,  or  conceal, 
the  tefticle  ;  nor  is  the  examination  of  fuch 
tumor  attended  with  any  pain  :  but  the 
increafed  fize,  and  hardened  ftate,  of  the 
fcirrhous  teflis  renders  it  difcoverable, 
through  a  much  larger  quantity  of  fluid, 
than  will  totally  conceal  the  former.  When 
felt,  it  will  be  found  to  be  hard,  and  ge¬ 
nerally  fomewhat  unequal,  and  not  un¬ 
frequent  ly  attended  with  irregular  fhooting 
pains,  efpecially  after  having  been  exami¬ 
ned* 

fa 


. 
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In  the  fimple  hydrocele,  the  fluid  di- 
fiends  the  tunica  vagnialis  fo  equally,  that, 
altho’  it  does  not  furround  the  tefticle  (nor 
indeed  can)  yet  it  feems  fo  to  do  :  whereas 
in  the  hydro- farcocele,  tho’  the  anterior  part 
of  the  tumor  may,  in  fome  meafure,  bear 
the  appearance  of  a  fimple  hydrocele ;  yet, 
an  examination  of  its  pofterior  part  will 
always  difcoverthe  true  nature  of  the  cafe  * : 
to  which  may  be  added,  that,  under  the 
fame  apparent  magnitude,  the  latter  will 
always  be  found  to  be  confiderably  heavier 
than  the  former. 

In  fhort,  the  name  of  this  fpecies  of  dif- 
eafe  (hydro-farcocele)  is,  undoubtedly,  a 
very  proper  one,  and  capable  of  conveying 
a  very  juft  idea  of  its  true  nature,  viz .  an 
accumulation,  or  collection  of  water  in  the 
vaginal  coat  of  a  fcirrhous,  or  difeafed 
tefticle;  but  the  majority  of  writers  have, 
by  fuppofing  the  water  to  be  the  caufe,  in- 

ftead 

*  This  has  been  very  judicioufly  remarked  by  Mr.  Le 
Dran.  Schenkius  gives  an  account  of  a  beginning  far¬ 
cocele,  which  was  miftaken  for  an  hydrocele  ;  upon 
which  aradical  cure  was  performed  by  caftration.  Upon 
dividing  thebody  of  the  teftis,  a  quantity  of  thick  fluid 
was  difcharged  ;  a  thing  by  no  means  uncommon,  but 
vwhich  was  here  miftaken  for  femem  The  patient  died, 

not 
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Read  of  the  confequence  of  the  difeafed 
date  of  the  teftis,  committed  a  very  mate¬ 
rial  blunder,  and  endeavoured  to  eftablifli, 
and  authorize  a  very  prejudicial  and  de- 
ftrudive  method  of  praftice.  For  by  con¬ 
ceiving,  that  the  noxious  quality  of  the 
fluid  produces  a  fungous  or  flefhy  excref- 
cence  on  the  furface  of  the  tefticle,  they 
have  fuppofed,  that  after  having  difcharged 
the  faid  fluid  from  its  containing  bag,  they 
could,  either  by  eftablifhing  a  fuppuration, 
or  by  ufing  efcharotic  medicines,  wafte  or 
deftroy  the  faid  excrefcence,  and  obtain  a 
radical  cure  of  the  whole  difeafe.  Now 
the  fcirrhofity  of  the  tefticle  being  the  ori¬ 
ginal  difeafe  and  the  extravafation  a  mere 
accident,  fuch  treatment  can  never  do  any 
material  good,  and  may  often  be  the  caufe 
of  very  eflential  evil. 

Fabritius  ab  Aquapendente  has  given  a 
particular  defcription  of  thia  method,  which 

he 

N  '  J 

not  long  after  the  wound  was  healed  ;  and  the  kidney 
on  that  fide,  and  the  parts  about  it,  made  a  very  mor?* 
bid  appearance.  This  appearance  was  by  Scheokius  fup¬ 
pofed  to  be  owing  to  the  hafty  cure  of  the  hydrocele  ; 
but  was  indeed  the  effedt  of  the  fame  virus  which  had 
flrft  fpoiled  the  tefticle.  Neither  was  the  fluid  in  the 
body  of  it  femen,  but  fames  or  matter ;  a  circumftance 
moft  frequently  met  with  in  fcirrhous  teftes^ 
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he  recommends,  from  having  pradlifed  it 
with  fuccefs  ;  his  words  are  “  Modus  fin- 
u  gularis  eft  quando  hernia  aquofa  cum 
“  carnofa  mifta  ell ;  tunc  enim  primum  in** 
“  cide,  et  fac  foramen  in  parte  fcroti  qusc 
“  non  lit  declivis,  neque  in  fundo  fcroti,  fed 
“  circa  medium ;  nee  fac  admodum  la* 
u  turn  :  et  extradla  aqua,,  turundam  im- 
“  pone  quam  longiffimam,  medicamento* 
“  pus  moventi  infedtam,  ut  relina  terebin* 
thinss,  cum  thure,  ovi  vitello,  et  butypo  ; 
cc  emplaftrum  emolliens,  et  pus  movens 
“  applica,  ut  diachylon  cum  gummis,  et 
axungia  porci  :  genitum  autem  pus,  non 
“  evacuetur  per  foramen,  fed  data  opera 
“  intus  fervetur,  ut  contact u  fuo>  carnem 
** fenfim  putrefaciat.  Neque  innovanda 
f<  medicamenta,  nifi  tota  cam  fuerit  in 
“pus  converfa  y  id  quod  longo  fit  tern- 
“  pore 

Now,  to  pafs  over  the  abfurdity  of  the 
dodtrine  of  removing  or  diffolving  a  fun¬ 
gous 

ec  Si  carnofa,  et  aquofa  fit  hernia,  ego  talem  adhi- 
“  beocuram  ;  feco  cutem,et  incifionem  facioexiguam* 
“  etinlocopotius  altiore,  quam  in  fundo  :  inde  turunda 
“  impofita  cum  digeflivo  et  pusmovente  medicament© 
diutiusprocedo,  neque  unquam  pus  extraho,  fed  per* 
*6  petuo  bonam  partem  intus  relinquo  5  quod  ftnfinv 
u  eamem  corrodit,  et  ita  fonsfi,” 
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gous  excrefcence,  by  means  of  the  putre- 
fying  quality  of  matter  5  as  well  as  the 
great  difturbance,  which  mull  be  the  con¬ 
fluence  of  confining  it  within  the  tunica 
vaginalis  ;  it  is  very  clear  from  thefe,  and 
from  every  other  circumftance  attending 
the  difeafe  in  quellion,  that  the  cafes,  which 
Fabritius  had  fuccefsfully  made  his  experi¬ 
ment  upon,  mufl  have  been  mere  fimple 
hydroceles,  attended  with  a  fmall  degree 
®f  inlargement  ;  but  without  any  difeafed 
ftate  of  the  teflicle. 

This  is  one  method  of  procuring  a  radi¬ 
cal  cure  of  the  faid  difeafe  :  a  method  in 
ufe,  before  Fabritius  pradtifed  it ;  and  ftill* 
in  fome  meafure,  employed  :  a  method, 
which,  in  fome  inflance0,  has  always  been 
fuccefsful  $  and  which  may,  in  general,  be 
tried  on  any  fimple  hydrocele,  in  a  young 
and  healthy  fubjedt.  The  cure  (when  it 
effedts  one)  is  not  brought  about  by  the 
deflrudtion  of  an  excrefcence  from  the  te- 
fticle,  or  the  difTolution  of  its  fuppofed  in¬ 
duration  ;  but  merely  by  exciting  fuch  an 
inflammation,  as  fhall  occafion  an  adhe«* 
fion  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  to  the  tunica 
albuginea  ;  by  which  means,  the  cavity  of 
the  former  is  obliterated  ;  the  tefticle  re- 

.  maining, 
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maining,  as  to  fize  and  confiftence,  juft  as 
it  was  before  fuch  operation  was  perform¬ 
ed  But  this,  ,  though  practicable,  and 

. 

fometimes  fuccefsful  in  the  hydrocele,  is 
not  to  be  thought  of,  in  the  dileafed  or 
fcirrhous  tefticle.  The  operation,  as  de- 
fcribed  by  Aquapendente,  conlifts  of  two 
points ;  firft  to  let  out  the  water,  and  then 
to  caufe  a  plentiful  fuppuration.  When 
the  tefticle  is  really  and  primarily  difeafed, 
and  the  extravafation  is  a  confequence  of 
fuch  difeafe,  the  difcharge  of  the  water 
from  the  cavity  of  the  tunica  vaginalis, 
whether  by  puncture,  or  by  incifion,  can 
contribute  nothing  material  toward  a  cure 

of 

*  Another  method  of  treatingthi?  difeafe,  in  ufe  be¬ 
fore  Fabritius  ab  Aquapendente  (as  may  be  feen  in 
Guido  and  others)  and  much  preferable,  if  ufed  in  pro- 
per  cafes,  is  the  method  by  feton. 

This,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  I  have  feveral  times 
pratifed  with  fuccefs,  in  thofe  who  would  not  fubmit 
to  ineifion,or  in  whom  it  was  by  no  means  proper, 
Fabritius  ab  Aquapendente  had  a  different,  and  that 
erroneous,  idea  of  this  difeafe  ;  he  conceived,  that 
there  was  afungoqs  kind  of  excrefcence  on  the  tefticle, 
and  that  this  excrefcence  required  eroftonanddeftru&i- 
on;  this  heaimedataccomplifhing,by  means  of  the  mat- 
ter  collected  within ;  and  therefore  his  principal  aim  was 
to  confine  and  increafe  it,  by  making  his  pan&ure,  for 
fhe  introduction  of  his  tent,  in  the  upper  part  of  the  tu¬ 
mor  1 
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of  the  principal  complaint,  and  is  there¬ 
fore  ufelefs ;  but  it  may,  in  many  cafes,  do 
harm,  by  creating  a  difturbanee  in  parts, 
whofe  ftate  requires  the  moft  perfect  quie¬ 
tude  ;  and  is  therefore  wrong.  When  the 
difeafe  is  a  mere,  fimple  hydrocele,  the 
palliative  cure,  as  it  is  called,  by  punfture, 
is  right  and  neeeftary ;  it  renders  the  life  of 
the  patient  eafy  ;  rids  him,  every  now  and 
then,  of  a  very  troublefome  burden ;  is 
perfectly  fafe ;  may  be  performed,  and  re¬ 
peated  occaflonally,  at  any  time  of  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  life,  or  in  aim  oft  any  ftate  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe  $  but  the  introduction  of  tents  or  fe- 
tons,  or  the  endeavour,  by  any  means  to  ex¬ 
cite  inflammation,  or  to  eftablifh fuppuration 

within 

mor ;  and  by  imbuing  it,  from  time  to  time,  medica- 
mentis  pus  moventibus. 

Had  he  been  right  in  his  idea,  his  p  rail  ice  would  have 
been  juft  :  but  his  conception  of  the  difeafe  was  errone¬ 
ous,  and  his  practice  abfurd.  The  rational  intention 
fhould  be,  to  excite  fuch  a  degree  of  inflammation,  as 
may  produce  an  union  between  the  tunica  vaginalis 
and  the  albuginea  :  the  formation  of  matter  is  a  mere 
accidental  confequence  of  this  inflammation  ;  and  the 
means  ufed  to  procure  the  end  (provided  it  be  procured) 
cannot  be  too  gentle.  The  matter  is  of  no  real  ufe, 
and  therefore  it  is  fo  far  from  being  neceflary  to  con¬ 
fine  it,  that  if  the  conjunction  of  the  coats  can  be  obtain¬ 
ed,  without  the  formation  ofany,  i  t  is  fo  much  the  better* 

R 
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within  the  tunica  vaginalis,  requires  (even 
ki  the  Ample  hydrocele,  where  the  tefticle 
is  Unaffedted)  Tome  little  conftderation,  and 
ought  not  ta  he  haftily,  or  unadvifedly,  put 
in  pradtice. 

In  fome  ages,  habits,  &c.  the  fymptoms 
will  rife  very  high,  andoccafion  both  trou¬ 
ble  and  hazard  ;  and  if  this  be  the  cafe, 
when  the  teftis  is  not  at  all  difeafed  ;  and 
when  there  is  no  malignity,  either  in  the 
local  complaint,  or  in  the  habit  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,  what  have  we  not  to  fear  where  there 
is  both  $  where  the  parts  are  already  fpoiled 
by  difeafe,  and  where  irritation  and  inflam¬ 
mation,  may  (and-  do)  excite  the  moft  fa¬ 
tiguing  fymptoms,  and  the  moft  direful 
confequences  ? 

Befide  the  hydro-farcocele,  or  limpid  ex- 
travafation  of*fiuid,  in  the  cavity  of  the  vagi¬ 
nal  coat,  (and  which  tnuft  therefore  always  be 
external  to  the  teftide)  fcirrhous  and  can¬ 
cerous  teftes  are  liable  to  colrledtions  of  fluid, 
within  the  fubftauce  of  them,  under  the 
tunica  albuginea  Thefe  are  fometimes 

large, 

*  Job  aMcekren  has  made  a  very  juft,  and'judicious 
remark  on  this  fubje&.  Fabritiusfab  Aquapendente  had 
reckoned  a  colie&ion  of  fluid  within  the  tunicaalbuginea 
teftis,  among  the  kinds  of  hydrocele.  This  Meekrea 

does 
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large,  and  in  one  cavity ;  fometimes  fmall, 
and  in  feveral  difiind  ones.  They  are  alio 
very  different  in  nature,  in  different  cafes  ; 
fometimes  ferous,  fometimes  fanious  $ 
fometimes  purulent*  fometimes  bloody. 
Thefe  are  very  apt  to  impofe  on  the  inad¬ 
vertent  and  injudicious ;  (efpecially  if  they 
be  attended  with  fome  degree  of  inflamma¬ 
tion  in  the  fkin  j)  and  to  induce  an  opinion 
of  an  abfcefs,  or  impofthumation,  which 
may  be  relieved,  or  cured,  by  an  opening  ; 
but,  caveat  operator.  Thefe  collections  will 
be  found  to  bear  a  much  fmaller  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  general  fize  of  the  tumor,  than 
they  who  are  not  converfant  with  them  are 
inclined  to  apprehend :  the  fubfidence  after 
the  opening  has  been  made,  will  alfo  be 
much  fmaller  than  was  expe&ed  ;  and,  in- 
ftead  of  relief  and  eafe,  all  the  lymptoms 

R  2  of 

does  not  allow  :  but,  having  defcribed  the  true  hydrocele 
of  the  vaginal  coat,  fpeaks  of  this  collection  within  the 
albuginea,  as  it  really  is  j  that  is,  as  a  confequence  of 
thedifeafed  ftate  of  the  gland.  His  words  are  :  “  Hie- 
**  ronymus  Fabritius  ab  Aquapendente,  Part.  I.  de 
<c  Operat.  Chirurg.  cap.  75.  aquam  in  teftibus  congre** 
gari  docet  earn  quae  ex  imo  ventre  eo  defluit  :  at  er- 
ror  eft  (raeo  judicip)  magni  anatomici.  Spatio  eninq 
eo,  quod  eft  inter  tefticulum  et  tunicam,  imo  in  fcro* 
to  ipfo,  aqua  faepius  cglligitur  :  mnfuam  inteMhw 
Ipfih  nifiputr^qnt” 
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of  pain,  fwelling,  inflammation,  &c.  will 
be  increafed,  and  aggravated  ^  and  if  the 
opening  be  considerable,  it  not  infrequently 
happenSjthat  an  ill-natured  fungus  is  thruft 
forth;  which,  by  bleeding,  gleeiing,  and  be¬ 
ing  horridly  painful,  difappoints  the  furgeon, 
and  renders  the  date  of  the  patient  much 
more  deplorable  than  it  was  before  :  nei¬ 
ther  is  thi&  fenfation,  which  is  thought 
like  the  fluctuation  of  a  fluid  within  the 
follicle,  to  be  at  all  times  depended  upon, 
as  implying,  that  there  is  any  fluid  at  all 
there.  The  touch,  in  this  cafe,  is  fuhject 
to  great  deception  ;  and  I  have  feeh  a  loof- 

•r  ? 

ned  texture  of  the  whole  vafeular  ftrudture, 
or  body  of  the  tefticie,  produce  a  fenfation, 
fo  like  to  the  fluctuation  of  a  fluid,  lying 
deep,  as  has  impofed  on  perfons  of  good 
judgment,  and  great  caution. 

Many  of  the  moft  efteemed  writers  on 
this  part  of  forgery,  either  not  being  prac¬ 
titioners,  or  deing  afraid  to  differ  from 
thofe  who  have  written  before  them,  have 
lazily  and  fervilely  copied  each  other,  and 
have  thereby  fallen  into  an  obfcure  jargon 
concerning  this  difeafe,  which,  neither  them- 
felves,  nor  their  readers,  have  underftood. 
They  have  talked  of  the  fcirrhous  tefticie^ 

the 
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the  caro  adnata  ad  teftem,  and  the  caro  ad¬ 
nata  ad  fpermatica  vafa,  as  fo  many  different 
difeafes,  requiring  different  methods  of 
treatment. 

The  melancholia,  the  atrabilis,  and  a 
certain  inexplicable  aduft  date  of  humors, 
are  faid  to  be  the  caufes  of  thefe  different 
appearances  $  and  the  flefliy  fubftance  ari- 
fmg  from,  or  adhering  to,  the  fpermatic 
veffels,  is  faid  to  be  more  benign,  than  ei¬ 
ther  the  fungus  arifing  from  the  teflicle,  or 
the  true  fcirrhus.  For  the  firft,  they  have 
defcribed  an  operation,  which  is  coarfe, 
cruel,  painful,  and  (notwithffanding  all  that 
they  have  faid  about  it)  unfuccefsful  ;  all 
which  they  muft  have  known,  if  they  had 
praffiifed  it.  I,  therefore,  am  much  incli¬ 
ned  to  believe,  that  this  is  one  of  the  many 
parts  of  anti ent  furgery,  which  having  been 
devifed  by  forne  one  bold,  hardy  operator, 
and  by  him  defcribed,  as  practicable,  has 
been  related  by  many  of  his  fucceffors,  as 
praCtifed.  The  fecond,  the  caro  adnata 
ad  teftem,  they  allow  to  be  attended  with 
more  difficulty,  as  well  as  hazard,  and  fel- 
dom  to  be  attempted  with  fuccefs 

R  3  They, 

*  ei  Ramex  haec  inter  excrefcentias  annumerari  po- 
*c  left,  cum  fit  additamemum  ex  totopraetematurale ; 
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They,  who  are  under  a  neceffity  of 
forming  their  opinions  principally  front 
books,  and  who  have  not  frequent  opporr 
tunities  of  knowing  from  experience,  how 
very  little  they  are  (in  many  cates)  to  be 
depended  upon,  may  be  inclined  to  think, 
that  all  thefe  diftin&ions  really  exift ;  and 
that  thefe  operations  by  fire  and  fword,  by 
knives  and  cauteries,  fo  exadtly  defcribed, 
mud  be  fometimes  neceffary  ;  but  having 
never  feen  the  particular  cafes,  requiring 

fucli 


?4  nec  illi  infant:  figna  apoftematip,  fed  tantum  utcaro 
44  qu<e  circa  fcrotum  aut  epididyrriem  generari  folet.” 

Andreas  a  Crucc* 
44  Curatio  ejus  eft,  lit  incidatur  cutis  tefticulorum, 
44  et  exeorietur  ufque  ad  fuperiora  ;  deinde  extrahe  di- 
44  dymum  et  tefticulum,  et  libera  eos  ab  omni  parte 
44  ex  ilia  carnofitate.”  Brunus.  , 

44  Fit  etiam  hernia  quandoqueexcarnofitate  quadam 
44  praeter  naturam  nafcente  juxt'a  tefticulum  ;  et  tunc 
pellicula  incifa  undique  debet  excoriari  ;  et  difco- 
44  operta  carjiofttate  ilia  a  corio  exteriori  ufque,  fupe- 
44  rius  cauterio  abfcindatur.”  Rolandus. 

44  Cura  ejus  non  poteft  fieri  nifi  cum  manu  pellem 
44  exteriorem  fcindendo,  et  carnem  a  tefticulis  fcar- 
44  nando.  et  incarnatum  auferendo.”  Lanfranc. 

44  Scinde  pell.em  tefticuji  cum  raforio  ufque  ad  tefti- 
44  culum,  et  tunc  carnofitatem,  quam  invenis  removes 
44  etexcarnes  totaliter  a  tefticulo.”  Gul.e  Saliceto. 

44Notandum  eft  in  hac  operatione  num  caro  con- 
*4  ereverit  circa  tunicas  pan  circa  ipfosteftcs ;  mrmque 

44  firmitef 


the  HYDROCELE,  &c .  247 

tfnch  treatment,  have  a  very  imperfedt  idea, 
either  of  them,  or  of  the  operations ;  and 
are,  to  the  laft  degree,  alarmed  and  intimi¬ 
dated,  when  any  thing,  which  they  think 
is  like  to  it*  occurs  to ‘them  in  practice.  To 
fuch,  it  may  not  be  amifs,  to  explain  this 
matter,  in  as  few  words  as  I  can  *  beg¬ 
ging  pardon  of  the  more  intelligent  reader 
for  the  digreffion. 

In  the  fhort  anatomical  account,  which 
I  have  given  of  thefe  parts,  I  have  taken 

R  4  no 

“firmiteran  minus  firme  adhereat  partis  fubftantiae. 
**  Incidendum  eft  totum  ferotum  ufquead  carnem  con- 
cretam,  quae  ft  quidem  valenter  haud  fit  affixa,  vel 
<c  fummis  digitis,  vei  manubriolo  fealpente,  a  tefte  vel 
£C  tunicis,  fenfim  fit  anTei'enda,”  Fab.  ab  Aquapend. 

<c  Caro  item  faepiftime  tefticulis,  ut  eorum  tunicis  aj- 
nafeitur,  ferofus  enim  humor  ifte  nonnunquam  acris 
44  fa&us  venas-capiMares,  membranafque  leviter  erodit. 
«4  Hinc  pars  ilia  fanguims  que  paulatim  exfudat:  qu«- 
44  aue  optima  et  laudabilis  eft,  beneficio  caloris  innati, 
44  in  carneam  fubftantiain  concrefcit,  &c.  reliquum 
vero  fanguinis  quod  ferofum  eft,  paulatim  membra- 
nas  totumque  ferotum  2deo  extendit,  ut  -caro  ifta 
44  quae  tefticulo  adheret,  digitis  palpari  non  poflit.” 

Fabritius  Hildanus. 
44  Secandum  eftderotum,  et  detegenda  caro,  et  a 
**  tefte  d^radenda  ve!  a  vafis,  Gab,  Fallopius. 

-  The  falfe  reafoning,  the  want  of  anatomical  know¬ 
ledge,  the  cruelty*  and  inutility,  of  the  propofed  opera¬ 
tions,  and  the  terrible<eonfequences,  which  muft  follow 

frora 
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notice,  that  the  fpermatic  veffels  terminate 
in  the  tefticle :  and  that,  after  the  femen 
has  been  fecreted  from  the  blood,  it  paffes 
from  that  gland,  into  a  body  which  feems 
foperadded  to,  although  it  be  really  conti¬ 
nuous  with  it.  This  body  is  therefore  cal¬ 
led  the  epididymis,  and  is  fo  placed,  with 
regard  to  the  teftis,  that  a  heedlefs  or  un¬ 
informed  obferver  may  fuppofe,  that  the 
fpermatic  veffels  terminate  in  it  ;  efpecial- 
3y,  if  it  be  inlarged  by  difeale.  Jt  takes 
its  rife  from  the  tefticle,  by  a  number  of 
veffels,  called,  from  their  office,  vafaeffe- 

rentia  5 

from  their  being  put  in  practice,  are  too  glaring  to 
need  any  comment :  and  fuch  as  mull  incline  every 
reafonable  man,  to  hope  that thefe authors  (and  a  great 
multitude  of  others,  who  might  he  named)  did  in  this 
part  of  furgery,asthey  hav.e  done  in  many  other  ;  that 
is,  copy  each  other  in  the  precepts  relative  to  thecaufe 
and  treatment  of  thisdifeafe.  but  did  not  put  their  di~ 
regions  often  into  pra&ice.  The  imperfect  ifate  ora- 
natomy,  in  the  time  of  the  above-cited  writers  mav 

5  J 

be  admitted  as  an  excufe  for  them;  but  even  very  late 
ones  have  fallen  into  the  fame  error. 

5C  In  the  fungous  excrefcence  upon  the  teflis,  when 
the  fame  is  not  over-grown,  you  are  to  make  way 
thereto ;  which  is  then  to  be  confurned,  by  efcha- 
^  L'oties  or  by  the  aclual  cautery.”  Turner. 

44  Si  quid  vero  carnis.enatum  atefliculo  deprehendi- 
f-  quod  gray it$r  hominetn  aiHigat,  nec  difcuti  ta- 

N  V  \ 
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fcntia  :  thefe  foon  become  one  tube,  which 
being  convoluted  and  contorted,  in  a  moft 
wonderful  manner  forms  the  greater  part 
of  the  faid  body  ;  and  at  laft,  ceafing  to  be 
jo  convoluted,  it  ends  in  one  firm  canal, 
called  the  vas  deferens ;  by  which,  the  fe- 
creted  femen  is  conveyed  from  the  tefticle 
to  the  veficulse  feminales. 

Whoever  will  attentively  confider  the  . 
epididymis  in  its  natural  pofition,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  tefticie,  and  fpermatic  vefiels, 
will  fee,  that  if  it  be  enlarged,  beyond  its 
proper  fize,  it  will  extend  itfelf  upward, 

in 

“  men  per  adhibita  medicamenta  convenienjtia  queat, 
turn  fitefticulus  integer  adhuceft,aique  illibatus,  fe- 
liciter  at  plurimum  fanari  noxa  poterit,  ipfequetefti- 
<c  cuius  fervari  ;  dummodo  quicquid  prater  naturam 
<c  fuper  increvit ^deoperto  fcroto ,  quam  exact  iffime  abe® 

64  folvatur 9  atque  refcindatur.” 

64  Quod  fi  autem  ipfum  tefticuium  invaferit ;  vel  ex- 
44  fcindietiam  propter  nimios  cruciatus,  vel  fimilesali- 
44  as  caufas,  indecoreprominentes  partes  nequeant,  ne- 
44  ceffarium  utique  erit,  vel  univerfurn  tefticulum,  vel 
44  quandam  faltem  ejus  partem ,  modo  jam  propolito  ex- 
44  fcindere.”  Heifter. 

To  fet  afide  the  ftrange  diftindtion  between  the 
44  caro  enata  a  tefticulo,”  and  that cc  quae  ipfum  tefti- 
44  culum  invaferit,”  (a  diftmdlion  taken  from  books 
only)  I  believe,  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that  the  Profef- 
for  never  found,  that  the  operations,  which  he  defcribes 
and  advifes,  were  attended  with  fuccefs  $  and,  I  hope 
£ha.t  he  has  not  often  feen  them  performed. 
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,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  feem  to  be  clofdy 
connected  with  them,  and  to  bear  the  re- 
femblance  of  a  difeafed  body,  Ipringing 
from  them. 

This  is  the  cafe,  called  the  caro  adnata 
ad  vafa  fpermatica  $  and  is  really  and  truly 
nothing  more,  than  an  inlargement  of  the 
epididymis  :  a  circumftance,  which  occurs 
not  infrequently ;  but  does  not  imply  any 
malignity,  either  in  the  part  or  in  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  habit  and  can  never  require  fuch  a 
horrid  operation,  as  our  forefathers  have 
directed  us  to  perform  upon  it :  nor,  in¬ 
deed,  any  at  all. 

The  epididymis  is  frequently  inlarged  s 
in  venereal  cafes,  either  feparately,  as  in 
the  remains  of  a  hernia  humoralis  ;  or  to¬ 
gether  with  the  tefticle,  in  that  affedHon 
of  it,  which  1  have  called  the  venereal  far- 
cocele  ;  and  fometimes  from  mere  relaxa^ 
tionof  its  natural  texture,  without  any  dif- 
eafe  at  all.  Rut  in  none  of  thefe  can  it  re¬ 
quire,  or  even  admit,  any  manual  operation 
of  any  kind.  Indeed,  whoever  will  conlider 
the  epididymis,  as  it  really  is,  a$  the  me¬ 
dium  by,  and  through  which  the  femen 
is  conveyed  from  the  teflicle  to  the  vas  de¬ 
ferens,  mull  immediately  be  fenfible  of  the 
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glaring  abfurdity,  of  removing  any  part  of 

u 

it. 

The  fcirrhus  and  cancer  do  not  very 
often  begin  in  this  part ;  they  mo  ft  fre¬ 
quently  make  the  firft  attack,  on  the  body 
of  the  teftis  :  and,  though  the  epididymis 
is  often  cancerous,  yet,  it  moft  frequently 
becomes  fo  fecondarily,  or  after  the  tefti- 
cle  is  fpoiled :  fo  that  the  removal  of  it,  if 
practicable,  could  ferve  no  good  purpofe : 

it  would  not  remove  the  difeafe  ;  for  that 

/ 

has,  before-hand,  moft  commonly  taken 
pofleffion  of  the  tefticle  ;  and  the  cutting 
off  any  part  of  a  fcirrhous  or  cancercus  tu¬ 
mor  of  any  kind,  is  what  no  man,  who  has 
the  leaft  knowledge  of  what  he  is  about, 
will  ever  think  of. 

In  ihort,  thefe  two  cafes,  which,  by  the 
inattention  and  mifreprefentation  of  our  an- 
jceftors,  have  created  fuch  perplexity  in  the 
minds  of  their  readers,  are  either  a  Ample 
enlargement  of  the  epididymis,  without 
any  morbid  alteration  in  its  ItruCture  ;  or  a 
difeafed  (that  is  fcirrhous)  ftate  of  the 
fame  part ;  or  elfe,  a  fcirrhous  or  cance¬ 
rous  tefticle,  with  inequality  of  furface. 
The  firft  of  thefe  requires  no  manual  ope¬ 
ration  of  any  kind  ;  and  the  two  laft  will 

ad- 
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admit  of  none:  the  firft  is  no  difeafe  at  all 
and  the  two  laid  are  fuch  difeafes,  that  every 
attempt  made  on  them,  by  knife  or  cauftic 
(unlefs  for  total  extirpation)  muft  render 
them  worfe,  and  more  intractable. 

The  manner  of  treating  a  farcocele,  or 
hernia  carnofa,  depends  entirely  on  the 
particular  nature  and  Rate  of  each  indivi¬ 
dual  cafe.  In  feme,  it  will  admit  of  pal¬ 
liation  only  ;  in  others,  the  difeafe  may  be 
eradicated,  by  the  extirpation  of  the  part : 
fo  that  under  the  article  of  method  of  cure, 
we  have  only  to  confider,  and  point  out,  as 
clearly  as  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  will  per¬ 
mit,  what  ftates  and  circumftances,  both 
of  it,  and  of  the  patient  labouring  under  it, 
forbid  the  operation,  and  what  render  it 
advifable. 

On  this  head,  great  variety  of  opinions 
will  be  found  among  writers ;  fo  great  that 
a  man,  who  is  under  a  neceffity  of  forming 
his  judgment  from  them,  will  find  himfelf 
under  feme  difficulty  how  to  aCt  :  and  fo 
great,  that  I  cannot  help  thinking  it  to  be 
clear,  that  the  majority  have  not  written 
from  practice,  but  from  mere  conjecture, 
or  from  the  works  of  thole  who  have  gone 
before  them'? 


erne 
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Some  have  given  it,  as  their  opinion, 

•  f  . 

that  while  the  teflicle  is  perfectly  indolent 
(let  the  alteration  in  its  ftrudture,,  form*  o t 
confiflence  be  what  it  may)  it  is  better  to 
fuffer  it  to  remain,  than  to  remove  it.  In 

r  -  r  /  ^ 

fupportof  this  opinion,  they  fay,  that  al¬ 
though  the  difeafe  has  plainly  taken  pof^ 
feffion  of  the  part,  yet,  while  it  caufes  no 
pain,  the  confutation  receives  no  damage 
from  it ;  nor  is  the  health  of  the  patient 
impaired  by  it ;  whereas,*  by  removing  the 
teflicle,  the  fame  virus  may  feize  on  feme 
part  of  more  confequence  to  life.  This 
method  of  reafoning  takes  for  granted*  two 
things,  which  do  not  appear  to  be  flridlly 
or  conflantly  true  ;  viz .  that  this  difeafe  is 
never  perfectly  local  y  and  that  a  feirrhous 
teflicle,  though  free  from  pain,  will  not  in 
time  produce  any  evil  to  the  general  habit 
of  the  patient.  Others  advife  us  to  flay, 
until  the  tumor  becomes  painful,  and  ma4- 
nifeflly  increafes  in  lize,  or  acquires  a  fen-^ 
fible  inequality  of  furface  ;  that  is  (in  other 
words)  until  it  begins  to  alter  from  a  quiet 
flate,  to  a  malign  one  :  which  advice,  as 
well  as  the  preceding,  fuppofes,  that  the 
hazard  of  the  mere  operation  of  caflration 
is  too  great  to  render  it  an  advifeable  thing, 

until 
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until  the  patient  is  prefled  by  bad  fy.tnp- 
toms  ;  and  that  a  fcirrhous  tefticle,  which 
has  been  quiet,  and  free  from  pain  for  fome 
time,  may  be  as  fuccefs fully  extirpated,  af¬ 
ter  it  has  become  painful,  and  has  acquired 
a  malignant  and  threatning  ftate,  as  at  any 
time  before  fuch  alteration.  The  latter  of 
thefe  will  hardly  be  admitted  (I  believe) 
by  thofe,  who  form  their  opinions  from 
experience  ;  and  with  regard  to  the  former, 
I  can,  with  great  truth,  affirm,  that  I  ne¬ 
ver  faw  the  mere  operation  of  caftration, 
when  performed  in  time,  and  on  a  proper 
fubjeCt,  prove  fatal. 

Many  people  have  I  known,  who  have 
lived  feveral  years,  their  whole  lives,  per¬ 
fectly  free  from  difeafe,  after  the  removal 
of  quiet,  indolent,  fcirrhous  tefticles ;  and 
feveral  have  I  known,  who  having  defer¬ 
red  the  operation,  until  they  were  urged 
by  pain,  increafe  of  fize,  and  inequality  of 

the  tumor,  have,  from  the  fore  becoming 

* 

cancerous,  not  been  able  to  obtain  a  cure  : 
that  I  have  feen  the  fame  thing  happen, 
after  the  removal  of  a  tefticle,  circum- 
ftanced  in  the  beft  manner,  is  beyond  all 
doubt;  but  not  near  fo  frequently,  as  in 
thofe  cafes,  in  which  the  operation  has 

been 
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been  deferred,  until  the  fymptoms  became 
alarming,  and  the  difeafe  had  changed  its 
appearance,  from  a  benign  quiet  one,  to 
one  that  was  malign  and  painful.  Indeed, 
were  we  capable  of  knowing,  with  certain¬ 
ty,  which  thofe  feirrhi  were,  that  would 
remain  quiet  and  inoffenfive  through  life, 
or  for  a  great  length  of  time,  and  which 
would  not ;  we  Ihould  then  be  enabled,  to 

i  ,  ' 

advife  or  diffuade  the  operation,  upon  much 
better  (that  is  much  furer)  grounds,  than 
at  prefent  we  are  able  to  do.  We  have  no 
fuch  degree  of  knowledge  ;  all  our  judg¬ 
ment  is  formed  upon  the  mere  recolledtion. 
of  what  has  happened  to  others,  in  nearly 
fimilar  circumftances ;  and  experience,  tho* 
the  beft  general  guide,  is,  in  thefe  cafes, 
more  fallacious  than  in  many  others. 

A  few  people  there  certainly  have  been, 
who  have  been  fo  fortunate  to  carry  a  feir- 
rhous  tefticle  through  many  years,  with 
little  or  no  pain  or  trouble  :  but  the  num¬ 
ber  of  thofe,  in  whom  time  (and  that  fre¬ 
quently  3.  (hort  fpace)  change  of  conftitu- 
tion,  external  accidental  injury,  GV.  do  not 
make  fuch  an  alteration  in  this  difeafe,  as 
to  render  the  operation  lefs  likely  to  be 
fuccefsful,  than  it  would  have  been  at  firft, 

and9 
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under  more  favourable  circumftances* 


is  fo  finall,  that  I  think  early  caftration 
(that  is,  as'fopn  as  the  difeafe  is  fairly 
formed  and  character  ifed)  may  be  recom¬ 
mended  and  pradiifed  by  every  honeft  and 
judicious  furgeon 

Indeed, 

*  Scirrhous  and  cancerous  tumors  are  found  in  many 
parts  of  the  body,  as  well  as  in  the  tefticle  ;  and  in  all 
others,  aswellas  in  that,  bear  different  characters  ;  that 
Is,  fhow  a  greater  or  iefs  difpofition  to  malignity  ;  re¬ 
maining  fornetimes  of  fmall  fize,  and  eafy  for  many 
years  ;  at  others,  increahng  fad,  and  fo  producing  great 
pain,  and  all  its  bad  confequences. 

Of  all  the  kinds  of  this  difeafe,  thofe  which  follow 
upon  fome  external  violence  (fuch  as  blow,  ,  bruife,  &c,} 
are  thought,  and  faid  to  be,  the  lead:  ;  therefore,  great 
regard  has  al  ways  been  paid  to  this  didinction  by  writers, 
and  great  hopes  conceived  from  this  circumftance  by 
patients.  I  with  I  could  fay,  that  fuch  hopes  were  al¬ 
ways  as  well  founded,  as  they  arethought  to  be:  I  mean, 
that  experience  mod  frequently  verified  them. 

When  a  fcirrhus  feizes  a  part,  that  has  previoufly 
fudained  an  injury  from  without,  fuch  probable  caufe is, 
undoubtedly,  a  favorable  circumdance  :  but  it  does  not, 
by  any  means,  neceffarily  follow  from  thence,  that  the 
eonditution  of  fuch  perfon  is  free  from  taint.  It  is  a 
prefumption,  -but  not  a  proof :  and  this  prefumption 
becomes  more  reafonable,  if  the  difeafed  date  of  the 
part  follows  fuch  accidental  injury  foon,  than  if  it  ap¬ 
pears  at  a  great  didance  of  time. 

No  man  will  pretend  to  fay,  that  fuch  mifchief  has  not 
been  done  bv  outward  violence,  that  cancerous  diforders 

have 
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Indeed,  the  circumftances  of  frequent 
pain,  and  a  manifeft  tendency  to  an  increafe 
of  fize,  are  by  fome  people  looked  on,  as 
fuch  marks  of  a  malignant  difpbfition,  that 
they  have  been,  by  them,  reckoned  as  dif- 
fuafives  from  the  operation. 

But 

have  not  followed,  in  the  parts  fo  inj  ured,in  perfons,  who, 
before  fuch  accident,  never  had  any  appearance  of  fuch 
diforder ;  and  who  poflibly  might  have  lived  many  years, 
nay  their  whole  life,  without  its  appearing  ih  fuch  form 
and  manner  :  but  that,  previous  to  fuch  accident,  there 
was  no  cancerous  difpofition,  or  malignity  in  the  ha¬ 
bit,  is  an  inference  which  cannot  be  admitted. 

What  diforders  of  the  joints  do  we  fee,  produced  by 
very  flight  injuries  done  to  them?  diforders  which  are 
clearly  and  plainly  fcrophulous,  and  which  would  not 
have  apppeared  at  that  time,  or  in  that  part,  had  it  not 
been  for  fuch  accident :  but  furely  no  man  Will  from 
thence  conclude,  that  fuch  people  have  no  fcrophulous 
taint  in  their  blood,  or  glands,  previous  to  fuch  drain  or 
bruife.  How  many  internal  parts  are  there  for  this  difeafe, 
as  well  as  fome  others,  to  make  its  attack  upon  ;  but 
which,  by  being  out  of  fight,  and  not  deemed  objects  ot 
furgery,  are  not  known  ;  and  pafs  either  for  other  dif- 
eafes,  or  for  the  fymptoms  of  other  difeafes  ?  what  tu¬ 
mors  of  thelumbal glands  and  mefentery  $  what  obftruc- 
tions  in  all  parts  of  the  contents,  both  of  the  abdomen 
and  thorax,  do  we  not  find,  upon  examining  the  dead, 
whofe  diforders  were  very  little  known  or  underftood 
while  they  were  living  j  but  whofe  prevailing  indifpo- 
ition,  whofe  natural  dyfcrafia,  would,  mod:  probably, 

S  ha/ 
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But  thefe  gentlemen  carry  their  fears  and 
apprehenfxons,  much  too  far  the  other  way.  , 
Pain,  and  a  quick  increafe  of  fize,  are  cer¬ 
tainly  no  favorable  fymptoms  :  they  fhew 


•*  a 
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have  fliewn  itfelf  in  feme  more  vifiblepart,.  if  fuch  part 


had  accidentally  fuffered  from  external  violence  F 

All  that  we  from  experience  know,  and  therefore  all 
thatweoughthoneftly  to  fay  on  this  occafion,  is,  that  it 
has  very  often  happened,  that  where  that  kind  of  difor- 
der,  which  produces  fcirrhous  or  cancerous  tumors,  has 
been  brought  into  adtion,  by  external  injury,  (whether  it 
be  in  the  bread,  teftiele,  or  any  other  part,,  it  matters 
not ;)  or  when  fuch  kind  ofdiieafe  hasfeized  fuch  part, 
no  preceding  violence  having  been  offered  to  it;  and  has 
therein  occafioned  a  fixed,  but  indolent  kind  of  Availing, 
which  has  either  remained  a  long  time  of  one  fize  and 
date  ;  or  if  it  has  altered,  has  altered  very  flowly,  and 
given  the  patient  but  little  uneafinefs ;  if  fuch  tumor 
has  been  fo  fituated  and  circumftanced,  that  it  could 
fafely  be  extirpated,  or  removed,  that  fuch  removal, 
or  extirpation,  has  often  cured  the  prefent  evil  ;  and 
that  the  patient  h£s  remained  free  from  any  thing  of 
like  fort,  during  his  or  her  life. 

This  is  true,  and  therefore  is,  and  ever  will  be,  a  fu£- 
cientreafon,  for  preffmg  fuch  operation,  when  all  other 
circumftanees  are  favorable :  that  the  patient  may  keep 
Well  after  it,  is  by  no  means  improbable;,  that  the  fcir- 
rhus  would  remain,  through  life,  indolent  and  inoffen- 
five,  is  very  improbable.  But  whoever  boldly  afferts* 
that  fuch  extirpation  will  always  and  certainly  cure 
the  difeafe,  is  very  inexperienced,  or  is  wilfully  guilty 
ofa  deception  (thetwodiffinguiihing  marks  ofa  quack) 
who  always  promifes,  what  he  either  does  not  know, 


or  does  not  believe.) 


When 
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a  difpofition  to  mifchief  ;  but  they  are  not 
fach  pofitive  proofs  of  a  cancerous  habit,  as 
to  render  all  hope  of  a  cure,  from  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  difeafed  part,  vain  ;  there  are 

S  2  many 

When  a  fcirrhus  or  cancer  is  favorably  circumftan- 
ccd,  and  fo  fituated,  as  that  it  may  be  extirpated,  Inch  ex¬ 
tirpation  is  indeed  the  only  remedy  ;  and  that  method 
by  which  fach  extirpation  can  be  mod  certainly  and  ex- 
peditioufly  executed,  is,  beyond  all  doubt,  the  bed. 

The  two  in  ufe,  are  the  knife  and  the  caudic.  The 
former,  in  the  hand  of  a  furgeon,  who  is  an  anatomid, 
has  every  advantage  which  can  be  defired  or  fuppofed :  it 
gives  lefspain,  is  more  fecure,  and  more  expeditious  ; 
but  it  impredes  on  the  patient,  the  apprehenfion  of  an 
operation, and  the  fear  of  an  haemorrhage.  The  ufe  of 
caudic  is  infinitely  more  painful,  not  only  in  immediate 
fenfation,  but  in  duration  ;  it  often  requires  repetition  ; 
it  islefs  manageable,  lefs  fecure  ;  and  the  great  length  of 
time,  which  the  reparation  of  the  mortified  parts  fome- 
times  take  up,  renders  it  very  tedious.  But  it  is  attended 
with  two  circumdances,  which  have  greatly  contributed 
to  the  fupport  of  cancer  quackery  :  one  is,  that  it  fpares 
the  patient,  the  horror  of  an  operation  ;  which,  though 
infinitely  lefs  painful  than  the  effect  of  the  caudic,  is  not 
believed  to  be  fo  :  the  other  is,  that  the  ragged  appear¬ 
ance,  which  the  bottom  and  fidesof  the  parts  make,  after 
having  been  removed  by  fuch  application,  is  fo  unlike 
to  the  fmoothnefsof  that,  which  has  been  removed  by 
incifion,  that  ignorant  people  are  eafily  induced  to  be¬ 
lieve,  what  the  defigning  always  tells  them,  that 
the  medicine  has  taken  their  difeafe  out  by  the  roots  \ 
and  that  the  ragged  parts,  which  they  fee,  are  fuch  roots. 
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many  inftances  to  the  contrary  ;  and  though 
no  honeft,  or  judicious  man,  will  venture 
to  promife  fuccefs,  even  in  the  mo  ft  favo¬ 
rable  of  thefe  cafes,  yet  it  is  well  known, 

that 

/ 

-  '  i-  N. 

It  is  amazing,  what  weight  this  fingle  circumftance 
has  with  many,  and  even  with  fome  fenfible  people  $ 
few  of  whom  are  perfuaded  to  believe,  what  is  as  true, 
as  any  propofition  in  Euclid,  viz.  that  a  caufiic  of  e- 
qual  ilrength,  app'ied  on  any  glandular  part  of  any 
perfon  will  always  produce  exactly  the  fame  effedt, 
and  appearance,  as,  in  this  cafe,  pafies  with  them  for 
the  roots  or  branches  of  the  difeafe. 

When  nurfes  and  quacks  talk  of  the  fibrousroots  of  a 
cancer,  and  of  cancerous  fermentations,  they  are  excufa- 
ble  ;  the  one  from  their  ignorance,  the  other  from  the 
nature  of  their  trade  ;  but  when  they,  who  pretend  to 
fome  kind  of  medical  knowledge,  ufe  this  kind  of  lan¬ 
guage,  it  is  fhameful. 

If  either  the  fears  of  the  patient,  or  the  particular  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  part  to  be  removed^  render  the  ufe  of 
cauftie  preferable,  or  necelTary,  every  pradlitioner  is  well 
acquainted  with  thole  which  are  perfedtly  efficacious  5 
but  every  pradlitioner  alfo  knows,  that  good  reafons,  for 
preferring  the  ufe  of  them  to  the  knife,  very  feldom  oc¬ 
cur  :  it  is  in  this,  as  in  the  attempts  towards  a  radi¬ 
cal  cure  for  ruptures,  and  fome  other  parts  of  forgery, 
we  are  ccnfured  where  we  ought  to  be  applauded,  and 
blamed  for  thofe  very  things,  from  whence  we  ought  to 
derive  praife.  We  have  laid  allde  certain  methods  and 
procelles,  becaufe  we  found  them  (upon  experiencej  to 
be  painful,  hazardous,  and  ineffedlual  :  and  thefe  very 
methods,  deftru&ive  and  fallible  as  they  are,  have  given 

credit 
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that  they,  which  have  had  very  unpromi- 
fing  appearances,  not  only  from  the  ftate  of 
the  tefticle,  but  from  that  of  the  fperma- 
tic  chord,  have  fucceeded  often  enough,  to 

S  3  '  make 

credit  and  honor  to  thofe,  who  have  had  ignorance 
and  inhumanity  enough  to  revive  them. 

We  are  not  yetfo  happy,  as  to  be  poffefted  of  any  me¬ 
dicine,  which  will  cure  a  cancerous  habit  :  when  the 
conftitution  is  thoroughly  infedted,  neither  our  knives  or 
cauftics  will  ava  l  3  they  can  only  remove  the  local  mil- 
chief,  but  canhave  no  efFecl  on  thegeneral  one  in  the 
conftitution.  Whoever  fays  otherwife,  fays  what  is  not 
true  3  and  whoever  believes  otherwife,  is  impofed  up¬ 
on.  When  the  habit  is  concerned,  as  it  too  frequently 
is,  it  muftbe  an  internal  remedy  that  proves  a  fpecific, 
whenever  we  are  fo  happy  as  to  beblefled  with  the  dif- 
covery.  The  fuppofition,  that  an  efcharotic  can,  by 
deftroying  a  particular  part,  eradicate  the  difeafe  from 
the  habit,  is  (one  would  be  inclined  to  fuppofe)  too 
grofs  anabfurdity,  for  the  moft  credulous  believer  to 
fwallow 3  and  yet,  it  is  believed,  and  trufted  to  every 
day.  Indeed,  it  fometimes  happens,  in  the  treatment 
of  thefe  cafes,  that  either  the  arrival  ofpuberty,  a  favou¬ 
rable  turn  in  a  conftitution,  or  the  renewal  of  long  ob- 
ftrucled  evacuations  (efpecially  uterine  ones)  fhall  re- 
reftore  the  patient  to  a  better  ftate  of  health,  and  pre¬ 
vent  either  the  farther  progrefs  of  the  diforder,  or  any 
new  appearance  of  it  in  any  other  place.  In  this  cafe, 
if  the  extirpation  was  made  by  an  external  application, 
and  not  by  an  inftrument,  fuch  application  is  thought 
to  have  wrought  the  cure,  and  has  all  the  credit  of  do¬ 
ing,  what  it  really  had  no  (hare  in  then,  what  it  ne¬ 
ver  can  do,  norhavethe  appearanceofdoing  again,  but 
in  the  like  accidental  circumftances. 
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make  the  chance  of  a  cure,  by  the  opera¬ 
tion,  by  no  means  a  defperate  one.  The 
flats  of  a  man  left  to  his  fate,  in  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  that  is,  to  the  fury  and  pro- 
grefs  of  the  difeafe,  is  fo  truly  miferable, 
that  nothing  fhould  be  left  unattempted, 
which  carries  with  it  any  probability  of  be¬ 
ing  ferviceable  ;  and  a  practitioner  is  vin- 
dicable,  in  prefling  what  he  has  known  to 
be  fuccefsfui ;  though,  at  the  fame  time, 
he  ought  to  make  a  guarded  kind  of  prog- 
Boftkx 

Upon  the  whole,  I  think  it  mayjuftly 
be  faid,  that  the  man,  who  has  the  misfor- 
tune  to  be  afflicted  with  a  truly  fcirrhous  te- 
fticle,  has  very  little  chance  (notwithfrand- 
ing  all  that  has  been  faid  and  written  about 
fpecifics)  to  get  rid  of  it  by  any  means,  but 
by  extirpation  :  and  all  the  time  the  ope¬ 
ration  is  deferred,  he  carries  about  him  a 
part,  not  only  ufeiefs  and  burthenfome,  but 
which  is  every  day  liable,  from  many  cir- 
cumftances  (both  external  and  internal)  to 
become  worfe,  and  more  unfit  for  fuch  ope¬ 
ration. 

While  the  teflicle  is  fmall,  and  free 
From  acute  or  frequent  pain,  the  veffels, 
from  which  it  is  dependent,  are  moft  fre¬ 
quently 
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quently  foft,  and  free  from  difeafe  ;  where¬ 
as,  when  the  teflis  has  been  differed  to  at¬ 
tain  a  confiderable  hze,  the  cafe  is  fre¬ 
quently  otherwife  :  the  fpermatic  veffels 
are  often  large  and  varicofe ;  and  the  cel¬ 
lular  mem brane  invefting  them,  fometimes 
becomes  thick,  and  contracts  fuch  connec- 

*  N 

tions  and  adhelions  ;  which,  though  they 
may  not  amount  to  an  abiolute  prohibition 
of  the  operation,  do  yet  render  it  tedious, 
troublefome,  and  more  hazardous  than  it 
would  be  in  other  circumftances.  Every 
addition  to  the  original  complaint  in  the 
body  of  the  gland,  is  again  ft  the  .patient  ; 
and  if  any  of  thefe  are  the  confequence  of 
not  having  removed  it  in  time,  it  will  fol¬ 
low,  that  the  foonerit  is  removed,  the  bet¬ 
ter.  If  we  wait,  for  what  fome  call  indi¬ 
cations  of  the  neceffity  of  operating,  we 
lhall  often  flay,  until  it  will  do  no  good. 
Many  a  one  have  I  feen  lofe  a  very  pro¬ 
bable  chance  of  a  cure  by  delay  :  but  I  do 
not  remember,  ever  to  have  feen  a  tefticle 
removed,  by  a  man  of  judgment,  which  te¬ 
fticle  did  not,  upon  examination,  fully  vin¬ 
dicate  the  extirpation.  If  we  were  pofTeffed 
of  any  medicine,  either  external  or  inter¬ 
nal,  which  had  been  known  now  and  then 

S  4  to 
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to  have  diffolved  fcirrhi,  it  would  always 
be  right,  to  recommend  the  trial  of  them 
previous  to  an  operation  ;  and  it  would 
always  be  right,  to  defer  operating,  un¬ 
til  fuch  trial  had  been  made.  But  the  truth 
is,  we  know  no  fuch  medicine.  The  ere- 
dulous  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  defigning 
pn  the  other,  have  told  us  many  ftrange 
dories  of  cures  eftedted,  by  fuch  applica¬ 
tions  and  remedies ;  and  I  do  mod  fincerely 
with,  that  what  each  of  them  have  faid 
was  true  :  but  repeated,  faithful  experience 
has  proved  that  it  is  pot  ;  and  that  they, 
who  have  placed  their  confidence  in  them, 
or  laid  out  their  money  on  them*  have  been 
difappointed  and  cheated. 

Some  clrcumftances  there  are,  now  and 
then  attending  this  difeafe,  which  are  out 
of  ouriight,  and  out  of  our  knowledge,  and 
which  will  render  all  our  pains  abortive ; 
fuch  are  tubercles,  indurations,  and  other 
difeafed  appearances  in  the  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  enveloping  the  fpermatic  veflels 
within  the  abdomen  ;  feirrhous  vifeera, 
££c.  If  any  of  thefe  can  be  known,  they 
conditute  a  good  reafon,  for  not  attempt¬ 
ing  the  cure  by  the  operation  ;  but  the 
paere  peffibility,  that  fuch  may  exifl,  is 

cer- 
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certainly  no  reafon  for  abftaining  from  it  : 
the  apparent  evil,  that  is  the  difeafed  teftis, 
is  certain,  the  other  may  or  may  not  be  the 
cafe;  the  one,  if  left  to  itfelf,  is  moil:  likely 
to  deftroy  the  patient  in  a  mod  miferable 
and  tedious  manner,  and  the  other,  the  fuf- 
pedted  mifchief,  may  poffibly  not  exift. 

But  though  the  timely  and  proper  re^ 
moval  of  a  fcirrhous  or  cancerous  tefticle, 
does  frequently  fecure  to  the  patient  life, 
health,  and  eafe,  which,  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  are  not  attainable  by  any  other 
means;  yet  it  mud  be  remarked,  that  the 
Improper  or  untimely  performance  of  the 
operation,  is  not  only  not  attended  with 
fuch  happy  and  falutary  event,  but  gene¬ 
rally  brings  on  high  fymptoms,  and  quick 
deftrudtion.  It,  therefore,  behoves  every 
pradtitioner,  to  be  perfectly  well  acquaint¬ 
ed,  not  only  with  fuch  circumfdances  as 
render  caftration  practicable  and  advifeable, 
but  with  thofe  which  prohibit  fuch  at¬ 
tempt. 

Thefe  are  of  two  kinds,  and  relate  ei- 
ther  to  the  general  habit  of  the  patient,  and 
the  diforders  and  indifpcfitions  of  fome  of 
the  vifcera,  or  to  the  ftate  of  the  tefticle, 
and  fpermatic  chord. 


h 
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A  pale,  fallow  complexion,  in  thofe  who 
nfed  to  look  otherwife  ;  a  wan  countenance 
and  lofs  of  appetite  and  fleflh,  without  any 
acute  diforder  ;  a  fever  of  the  heCtic  kind  s 
and  frequent  pains  in  the  back  and  bowels, 
are,  in  thofe,  who  are  afflicted  with  a  fcir- 
rhous  tefticle,  fuch  circum fiances  as  would 
induce  a  fufpicion  of  fome  latent  mifchief, 
and  incline  one  to  fuppofe,  that  the  fame  kind 
of  virus,  which  had  apparently  fp oiled  the 
teftis,  may  al  fo  have  exerted  its  malign  influ¬ 
ence  on  fome  of  the  vifcera  :  in  which  cafe, 

fuccefs  from  the  mere  removal  of  the  tefti- 

\  • 

cle  is  not  to  be  expe&ed.  They,  whofe 
conftitutions  are  fpoiled  by  debauchery  and 
intemperance,  previous  to  their  being  at¬ 
tacked  with  this  difeafe,  who  have  hard 
livers,  and  anafarcous  limbs,  are  not  proper 
fubjedls  for  fuch  an  operation.  Hard  tu¬ 
mors  within  the  abdomen  in  the  regions 
of  the  liver,  fpleen,  kidnies,  or  myfentery, 
implying  a  difeafed  flate  of  the  faid  vifcera, 
are  very  material  objections  to  the  removal 
of  the  local  evil  in  the  fcrotum.  In  fhort, 
whenever  there  are  manifefl  appearances, 
or  fymptoms  of  a  truly  difeafed  ftate  of 
any  of  the  principal  vifcera,  the  fuccefs  of 
the  operation  becomes  very  doubtful ;  more 

efpe*p 
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cfpecially,  if  fuch  fymptoms  and  appear¬ 
ances,  upon  being  properly  treated,  refill 
in  fuch  manner,  as  to  make  it  moft  proba¬ 
ble,  that  a  cancerous  vims  is  the  real  caufe 
of  them.  When  none  of  thefe  require  our 
attention,  the  objed  of  confideration  is  the 
tefticle  and  its  fpermatic  veffels.  The  ftate 
of  the  mere  teilis  can  hardly  ever  be  any 
objection  to  the  operation  ;  the  foie  confi¬ 
deration  is  the  fpermatic  chord  :  if  this  be 
in  a  natural  ftate,  and  free  from  difbafe,  the 
operation  not  only  may,  but  ought  to  be, 
performed,  let  the  condition  of  the  tefticle 
be  what  it  may  :  if  the  fpermatic  chord  be 
really  difeafed,  the  operation  ought  not  to 
be  attempted.  For  although,  on  the  one 
hand,  a  probability  of  fuccefs  will  vindicate 
an  attempt,  even  though  it  ihould  fail ; 
yet,  on  the  other,  where  there  is  no  fuch 
probability,  an  operation,  tho’  performed 
in  the  moft  dextrous  manner,  will  prove 
only  a  more  ingenious  method  of  torment- 
ing. 

This  therefore  (the  ftate  of  the  fperma¬ 
tic  chord)  is  a  matter,  which  may  require 
our  moft  ferious  confideration  ;  fince,  on 
this  it  is  (when  the  difeafe  appears  to  be 
local)  that  we  muft  found  our  judgment  % 

and 
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and  by  this  mud  form  our  refolution,  either 
to  leave  a  man  to  the  truly  miferable  fate 
of  being  flowly,  though  certainly*  dedroy- 
ed,  by  a  cruelly  painful,  and  frequently 
very  offenfive  difeafe  ;  or  endeavour  to  fave, 
and  preferve  him  in  health  and  eafe,  by 
means  which  have  fo  often  proved  fuccefs- 
ful,  as  truly  to  deferve  the  appellation  of 
probable. 

All  writers  on  this  fubjedt  agree,  in  fay¬ 
ing,  that  if  the  fpermatic  procefs  has  par¬ 
taken  of  the  difeafed  date  of  the  tedicle, 
that  is,  has  become  inlarged,  and  hardned 
and  fuch  inlargement  and  induration  ex¬ 
tends  itfelf  quite  up  to  the  abdominal  muf- 
cle,  that  the  operation  of  cadration  ought 
not  to  be  performed,  becaufe  it  not  only 
will  prove  fuccefslefs,  but  will  haften  the 
death  of  the  patient.  And  this  is,  in  fome 
degree,  mod  certainly  true  ;  but  not  with¬ 
out  fome  limitation.  A  truly  and  abfolutely 
difeafed  date  of  the  fpermatic  chord  in  any 
part  of  it,  is  certainly  a  very  material  ob¬ 
jection  to  the  operation,  as  it  mod  com¬ 
monly  proves  a  bar  to  the  fuccefs  of  it  : 
and  a  morbid  date  of  the  fame  chord,  quite 

as  high  as  the  abdominal  mufcle,  that  is, 

■ 

of  all  that  part  of  it,  which  is  external  to 

the 
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the  cavity  of  the  belly,  is  a  juft  and  full 
prohibition  againft  fuch  attempt.  But  on 
the  other  hand,  it  muft  be  obferved,  that 
every  apparently  morbid  alteration  of  the 
fpermatic  chord,  is  not  really  fuch  ;  and 
therefore,  that  every  inlargement,  indurati¬ 
on,  fulnefs,  &c.  which  feems  to  alter  the  fper¬ 
matic  veffels  from  that  ftate  which  is  called 
a  healthy  and  natural  one,  is  not  to  be  re¬ 
garded  as  a  '  difeafe ;  at  leaft,  not  as  fuch  a 
difeafe  as  is  fufficient  to  prohibit  the  at¬ 
tempt  to  obtain  a  cure  by  extirpation.  The 
difference  between  thefe,  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  practitioner  to  become  perfectly  ac¬ 
quainted  with,  as  it  is  from  a  confidera- 
tion  of  thefe,  that  he  ought  to  determine, 
whether  he  may,  with  that  firmnefs  and 
affurance,  which  the  probable  expectation 
of  fuccefs  will  give  him,  propofe  and  ad- 
vife  caftration  ;  or  find  himfelf  obliged  in 
confcience,  to  diffuade,  or  refufe,  the  per¬ 
formance  of  it. 

When  the  fpermatic  veffels  are  not  only 
turgid  and  full,  but  firm  and  hard,  when 
the  membrane,  which  invefts  and  connects 
them,  has  loft  its  natural  foftnefs  and  cel¬ 
lular  texture,  and  has  contracted  fuch  a 
ftate,  and  fuch  adhefions,  as  not  only  greatly 

to 
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to  exceed  its  natural  fize,  but  to  become 
unequal,  knotty,  and  painful  upon  being 
handled,  and  this  ft  ate  has  poffeffed  all  that 
part  of  the  chord,  which  is  between  the 
opening  in  the  oblique  mufcle  and  the  te- 

i  ,  . 

fticle,  no  prudent,  judicious,  or  humane 
man  will  attempt  the  operation  ;  becaufe 
he  will,  ffioft  certainly,  not  only  do  no  good 
to  his  patient,  but  will  bring  on  fuch  fymp- 
toms,  as  will  mod  rapidly,  as  wrell  as  pain¬ 
fully  deftroy  him.  Of  this,  there  are  fo 
many  proofs,  that  the  truth  of  it  is  incon- 
teftible. 

In  fome  modern  French  books,  we  have 

*  A.  V 

indeed,  miraculous  accounts  of  operations 
of  this  kind,  performed  by  dividing  the 
tendon  of  the  oblique  mufcle,  by  tracing 
the  difeafed  fpermatic  vcffels  within  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  belly,  and  there  making  the  li¬ 
gature  and  excifion  :  but  thefe  are  opera¬ 
tions,  which  make  a  figure  in  books  only, 
and  are  performed  only  by  viftonary  writers  ; 
or,  if  ever  they  have  been  pradtifed,  ferve 
to  fhew  the  rafhnefs  and  infenfibility  of  the 
operators,  much  more  than  their  judgment 
or  humanity.  Whoever  (notwithftanding 
thefe  tales)  performs  the  operation,  in  the 
circumfiances  aboyementioned,  will  prove 
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himfelf  much  more  hardy  than  judicious  ; 
and  will  deftroy  his  patient,  without  hav¬ 
ing  the  fatisfadlion  of  thinking,  that  his 
attempt,  though  fuccefslefs,  was  yet  vindl- 
cable  :  the  only  circumftance,  which  can, 

in  fuch  events,  give  comfort  to  a  man,  who 

•*  •  -*  •.«* 

thinks  rightly. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  I  have  already 
faid,  every  inlargement  of  the  Ipermatie 
chord  is  not  of  this  kind,  nor  by  any  means 
fufficient  to  prohibit,  or  prevent  the  opera¬ 
tion. 

Thefe  alterations,  or  inlargements,  arife 
from  two  caufes,  viz,  a  varicofe  dilatation 
of  the  fpermatic  vein,  and  a  collection,  or 
collections,  of  fluid  in  the  membrane,  in¬ 
verting  and  enveloping  the  faid  veflels.  Iu 
the  firft  place,  as  there  is  no  reafon  in  na¬ 
ture,  why  a  tefticle,  whofe  veflels  have 
previoufly  (for  fome  time  perhaps)  been  in 
a  varicofe  ftate,  fhould  not  become  fcir- 
rhous  fo  it  is  alfo  clear,  that  the  fcirrho- 
fity  feizing  fuch  tefticle,  will  by  no  means 
remove,  or  even  leflen  fuch  varicofe  dilata¬ 
tion  of  the  veflels  from  which  it  is  depen¬ 
dant  ;  on  the  contrary,  will  molt  probably, 
and  indeed  does  molt  frequently,  inereafe 
fuch  diflemion  ;  but  fuch  mere  varicofe  in¬ 
largement 
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largement  of  the  veffels,  whether  it  be  pre¬ 
vious,  orconfequential,  to  the  morbid  date 
of  the  teftis,  does  not,  nor  ought  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  removal  of  it,  if  otherwife  fit  and 
right.  It  is  indeed  an  objection  to  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Mr.  Le  Dran,  and  a  few  other 
writers,  who  make  no  ligature  on  the 
chord,  and  truft  to  a  flight  contufion  of  it 
between  the  finger  and  thumb  for  a  fup- 
preffion  of  the  haemorrhage ;  but  is  none 
to  the  reft  of  the  operation,  as  I  can  from 
experience  teftify. 

In  the  next  place,  the  difeafed  ftate  of  a 
truly  fcirrhous  tefticle,  its  weight,  and  the 
alteration  that  muft  be  made  in  the  due 
and  proper  circulation  of  the  blood,  through 
both  it  and  the  veffels  from  which  it  is  de¬ 
pendant,  may,  and  do  concur,  in  inducing 
a  varicofe  dilatation  of  the  fpermatic  vein, 
without  producing  that  knotty,  morbid  al¬ 
teration  and  hardnefs,  which  forbid  our  at¬ 
tempts.  Between  thefe,  a  judicious  and 
experienced  examiner  will  generally  be 
able  to  diftinguifti. 

In  the  former  (the  truly  difeafed  ftate) 
the  chord  is  not  only  inlarged,  but  feels 
unequally  hard  and  knotty  ;  the  parts,  of 
which  it  is  compofed, .  are  undiftinguifh- 

ably 
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ably  blended  together  ;  it  is  either  imme¬ 
diately  painful  to  the  touch,  or  becomes  fo 
foon  after  being  examined  ;  the  patient 
complains  of  frequent  pains  (hooting  up, 
through  his  groin,  into  his  back  ;  and  from 
the  difeafed  (late  of  the  membrane  com- 
pofing  the  tunica  communis,  fuch  adhe- 
lions,  and  connexions,  are  fometimes  con¬ 
tracted,  as  either  fix  the  procefs  in  the  groin, 
or  render  it  difficult  to  get  the  finger  and 
thumb  quite  round  it. 

In  the  other,  (the  mere  varicofe  difien- 
tion,)  the  veffels,  tho’  confiderably  inlarged, 
and  dilated,  are,  neverthelefs,  fmooth,  foft, 
and  compreffible;  the  whole  procefs  is  loofe 
and  free,  and  will  eafily  permit  the  fingers 
of  an  examiner  to  go  all  round  it,  and  to 
diftinguifh  the  parts  of  which  it  is  com- 
pofed ;  it  is  not  painful  to  the  touch;  nor 
does  the  examination  of  it  produce,  or  oc- 
cafion,  thofe  darting  pains,  which  almofl 
always  attend  handling  a  procefs  malig¬ 
nantly  indurated, 

I  do  not  fay,  that  the  diftindtion  between 
thefe  two  ftates  is  always,  and  invariably, 
to  be  made  ;  but  that  it  often  may,  I  know 
from  repeated  experience  :  and  that  the 
operation  may  fafely  b'e  attempted,  and 

T  fuc- 


274  A  T  R  E  A  T  I  S  E  On 

fiiccefsfully  be  performed,  I  know  from 
the  fame  experience.  The  ftate  of  a  man, 
left  to  the  mercy  of  a  malignant  fcirrhus, 
is  fo  truly  deplorable,  that  we  cannot  be 
too  attentive,  in  examining  the  precife  na¬ 
ture  of  each  individual  cafe  ;  and  of  em¬ 
bracing  every  opportunity,  of  giving  him 
that  relief,  which  it  may  at  one  time,  be 
in  our  power  to  give,  and  which,  the  lucky 
opportunity  miffed,  it  may  never  be  in  his 
power  again  to  receive. 

The  other  circumftanee,  which  1  have- 
mentioned,  as  capable  of  deceiving  an  ope¬ 
rator,  and  inducing  him  to  believe,  that 
the  fpermatic  chord  is  much  more  difea- 
fed,  than  it  really  is,  and  thereby  deterring 
him  from  the  performance  of  an  operation 
which  might  prove  fuccefsful,  is  the  extra¬ 
vasation,  or  collection  of  fluid,  in  the  cellu¬ 
lar  membrane  enveloping  the  fpermatic 
veffels,  between  the  abdominal  opening 
and  the  teftis. 

In  the  cellular  membrane  leading  to  a 
difeafed  teflicle,  it  is  no  very  uncommon 
thing,  to  find  collections  of  extravaiated 
'fluid.  Thefe,  as  they  add  confiderably  to 
the  bulk,  and  apparent  fize  of  the  procefs, 
make  the  complaint  appear  more  terrible ; 

-  ■  i  ;  and** 
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and,  as  I  have  juft  faid,  lefs  likely  to  ad¬ 
mit  relief. 

When  this  extravafation,  is  general  thro* 
all  the  cells  of  the  inverting  membrane,  and 
tht  fpermatic  veffels  themlelves  are  hard- 
ned,  knotty  and  difeafed,  the  cafe  is  with¬ 
out  remedy ;  for  although  a  pundture,  or 

an  incifton,  will,  undoubtedly,  give  dif- 

\ 

charge,  to  fome  or  even  the  greateft  part 
of  the  fluid  ;  yet  this  extravafation  is  fo 
fmall,  and  fo  infignificant  a  circumftance 
of  the  difeafe,  and  the  parts  in  this  ftate  are 
fo  little  capable  of  bearing  irritation,  that 
an  attempt  of  this  kind  mull  be  ineffectu¬ 
al,  and  may  prove  mifchievous. 

But  on  the  other  hand,  collections  of  wa¬ 
ter  are  fome  times  made  in  the  fame  mem¬ 
brane,  from  an  obftrudiion  to  the  proper 
circulation  through  the  numerous  lympha¬ 
tics  in  the  fpermatic  proceis,  while  the  vef- 
fels  themfelves  are  really  not  difeafed,  and 
therefore  very  capable  of  permitting  the 
operation.  In  this  cafe,  the  fluid  is  gene¬ 
rally  in  one  cyft,  or  bag,  like  to  an  encyfted 
hydrocele,  and  the  fpermatic  chord,  cyft 
and  all,  are  eafily  moveable  from  fide  to 
fide ;  contrary  to  the  preceding  ftate,  in 
which,  the  general  load  in  the  membrane 

T  2  fixes 
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fixes  the  whole  procefs,  and  renders  it  af~ 
moft  immoveable. 

A  difcharge  of  the  fluid  will* .in  this 
cafe,  enable  the  operator  to  examine  the 
true  ftate  of  the  procefs,  and,  as  I  have 
twice  or  thrice  feen,  put  it  into  his  power* 
to  free  his  patient  from  one  of  the  moll 
terrible  calamities,  which  can  befall  a 
man. 

There  is  one  more  cireumftance  relative  * 
to  the  fcirrhoos  teftide,  which  appears  to 
me  to'dbe  worth  attending  to,  as  I  cannot 
help  thinking,  that  it  has  milled  many, 
who  have  not  had  fufficient  opportunity  of 
comparing  theory  with  pra&ice* 
i  It  has  been  confidently  alferted*  and  is 
generally  believed,  that  &  fcirrhous  tefticl® 
never  begins  in  the  epididymis  of  the  faid 
tefticle.  The  confequence  of  this  dodtrin© 
is,  that  when  a  difeafe,  which  affedls  a  te~ 
Hide*  by  inlarging  and  hardening  it,  makes 
its  fir  ft  attack  on  the  epididymis  only,  fuch 
difeale  is  not  allowed  to  be  a  feirrhus,  nor 
permitted  to  be1  treated  asTuch. 

That  inflammatory  kind  of  tumor, 
which,  in  the  virulent  gonorrhea,  feizes 
the  tefticle,  and  is  called  the  hernia  hu~ 
moralis,  affedls  the%pididymis  y  and>  even 
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glider  the  beft  care,  fometimes  leaves  it  too 
large,  and  too  hard.  This  is  faid,  never  to 
end  in,  or  produce,  a  fcirrhus ;  and,  I  do 

i 

not  recollect,  that  I  have  ever  known  it  do 
fo.  The  difeale,  which  confifts  in  an  in¬ 
duration  and  inlargement  of  the  whole  te- 
fticle,  in  the  more  confirmed  lues,  affedts 
the  epididymis  alfo,  as  well  as  the  glandur- 
lar  part  of  the  tefticle  5  and  I  do  not  re¬ 
member  to  havefeen  it,  either  become  canr 
eerous,  or  not  yield  to  mercury,  properly 
adminiftered.  But  that  a  true  fcirrhus,  or 
cancer,  fometimes  makes  its  firft  attack  on 
the  epididymis,  which  it  alters  and  fpoils, 
before  it  at  all  affedts  the  tefticle,  is  a 
truth,  of  which  I  have  not  the  leaft  doubt. 
Among  others,  I  formerly  believed  the 
contrary  dodirine  and,  in  the  firft  edition 
of  this  book,  have  given  it  as  my  opinion  : 
but  I  am,  from  experience,  fo  perfedily 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  what  I  have  now 
afferted,  that  I  think  myfblf  obliged  to  de¬ 
clare  it.  The  miftake,  I  fnppofe  to  have 
been  made  by  the  firft  propagators  of  this 
opinion,  thus  :  The  hernia  humoralis,  and 
the  venereal  farcocele,  always  inlarge  the 
epididymis,  and  generally  leave  it  fome<- 
y/h^t  too  hard :  both  thefe  have,  by  adyen.- 

T  3  trous 
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trous  and  unknowing  people,  been  mifta- 
ken  for  fcirrhi ;  but  it  being  found,  by  ex* 
perience,  that  thefe  alterations  in  the  epi¬ 
didymis,  were  either  totally  removed  by 
medicine,  or,  if  any  part  remained,  it 
continued  harmlefs  through  life,  an  infe¬ 
rence  was  drawn,  that,  as  true  fcirrhi  are 
not  often  either  removed  by  medicine,  or 
continue  harmlefs,  therefore,  an  original 
affedlion  of  the  epididymis  could  never  be 
a  true  fcirrhus  ;  a  deduction,  which  the 
premiffes  do  not,  by  any  means,  authorize . 
and  which,  I  am  fatisfied,  is  not  true. 

The  operation  of  Caftration  is  perform¬ 
ed  as  follows. 

The  patient  being  laid  on  a  table  of  con¬ 
venient  heighth,  the  integuments  covering 
the  fpermatic  veffels  in  the  groin  are  to  be 
divided.  This  incifion  Ihould  be  begun, 
as  nearly  as  catr.be,  oppofite  to  the  opening 
in  the  abdominal  niufcle,  and  fhould  be 
continued  a  good  way  down  the  fcrotum. 

The  manner  of  beginning  this  incifion, 
is  differently  defcribed  by  writers -y  fome  of 
them  advifing  that  the  fkin  be  held  up  by 
gn  afliftant  ;  others  that  the  knife  be  ufed 
perpendicularly,  in  this  as  in  other  parts  $ 
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it  is  indeed  a  matter  of  no  importance  at 
all,  either  to  patient  or  furgeon,  and  there¬ 
fore  may  very  fafely  be  left  to  the  choice 
of  the  latter  3  but  the  length  of  the  divi— 
fion  is  of  confequence  to  both.  A  fmali 
wound  will  indeed  ferve  to  lay  bare  the 
fpermatic  chord,  but  it  will  not  permit  the 
operator  to  do  what  is  neceffary  afterward, 
with  dexterity  or  facility  :  a  fmali  wound 
gives  as  much  pain  in  the  inflidion,  as  a 
large  one 3  and,  as  the  fcrotum  muff,  firft 
or  laid,  be  divided  nearly  to  the  bottom,  it 
had  better  be  done  at  firft,  on  every  ac¬ 
count.  The  fpermatic  chord,  thus  laid 
bare,  is  to  be  freed  from  its  furrounding 
membranous  connections  3  and  then  the 
operator,  with  his  finger  and  thumb  fepa- 
rating  the  blood- veffels  from  the  vas  defe¬ 
rens,  muft  pafs  a  needle,  armed  with  a  li¬ 
gature,  between  them  3  and,  having  tied 
the  former  only,  muft  cut  through,  or  di¬ 
vide  the  whole  chord,  at  a  quarter  or  half 
an  inch  diftance  from  the  faid  ligature,  ac¬ 
cording  as  the  ftate  of  the  procefs  and  te- 
fticle  will  admit.  This  done  3  he  is  then 
(with  the  fame  knife,  with  which  he  has 
performed  the  former  part  of  the  opera¬ 
tion)  todififed  the  tefticleout  from  its  con- 

T  4  nedion 
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neftion  with  the  fcrotum  :  the  loofe  tex¬ 
ture  of  the  dartos,  the  previous  reparation 
of  the  tefticle  from  the  fpermatic  veffels, 
and  the  help  of  an  affiftant  to  hold  up  the 
lips  of  the  wound,  will  enable  him  to  do 
this  with  very  little  pain  to  the  patient,  and 
great  facility  to  himfelf 

If  any  confiderable  artery  bleeds,  either 
in  the  fcrotum,  or  in  the  dartos,  it  muft  be 
reft  rained  by  ligature  ;  and,  when  that  is 
done,  the  void  fpace,  in  which  the  tefticle 
was,  is  to  be  very  lightly  filled  with  loft, 
pry  lint ;  which  lint  fhould  be  fuffered  to 
remain,  until  it  be  perfectly  loofened,  by 
the  fuppuration  from  every  part  of  the  fore  ; 
if  it  be  removed  fooner,  it  muft  be  done 

by  force  ;  in  which  cafe,  it  will  give  unne- 

/  . 

ceffury  pain,  and  leave  a  crude,  undigeftecj 
fore;  if  it  be  not  removed,  till  quite  loofe. 
It  will  give  no  pain,  and  the  fore  will  be 
found  clean,  and  well  digefted,  and  requi¬ 
ring  no  other  dreffing  afterward  than  mere 
dry  lint  ;  which,  from  this  time,  fhould  be 

ap- 

*  This  circumftance  of  cutting  off  the  teffiele,  be¬ 
fore  it  be  differed  out  from  the  fcrotum,  immediately 
after  the  ligature  has  been  made,  is  of  more  confequence 
Jo  the  patient’s  cafe,  as  well  as  to  the  facility  and  expe¬ 
dition  of  theoperatiop,  than  they,  who  have  not  tried 

«  *  •  '  i;  1  4  4V*-*'  1  }  .  fe1  't 

It  are  awaje  of. 
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applied  in  fuch  quantity,  and  manner,  as 
to  give  nature  an  opportunity  of  contract  - 
ing,  and  healing,  the  wound  as  faft  as  fhe 
can  ;  in  both  which,  fhe  may  be  confide- 
rably  aflifted  by  the  judipiops  exhibition  qf 
the  bark, 

I  am  very  fenfible,  that,  in  the  above  di¬ 
rection  for  the  performance  of  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  caftration,  I  have  differed  from  the 
doctrine  of  fome  very  eminent  modern 
practitioners  j  and,  particularly,  from  Mr. 
Le  Dran. 

No  mar>  thinks  more  highly  of  Mr,  Le 
Dran’s  abilities,  than  I  do  ;  but,  in  thefe 
matters,  everyone  mufl  take  the  liberty  of 
judging  for  himfelf ^  and,  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  that  I  have  good  reafon  for  my 
opinion. 

Mr.  Le  Dran,  having  divided  the  inte¬ 
guments  in  the  groin  and  fcrotum,  fepa- 
tates  the  tefticle  from  the  furrounding 
membrane,  with  his  fingers,  and  with  fcif- 
fars.  This  method  is  rather  coarfe,  is  un- 
neceffarily  painful,  and  does,  what  muft 
for  ever  be  wrong,  multiplies  the  inftru- 
ments  to  be  ufed,  without  any  neceffity. 
The  knife,  in  the  hands  of  any  man  at  all 
^iccuftomed  to  the  ufe  of  one,  will  execut© 

jhf 
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the  whole,  with  more  apparent  dexterity, 
with  lefs  pain,  and  much  greater  expedi¬ 
tion  *. 

I  have,  without  hefitation,  directed  the 
fpermatic  chord  to  be  tied.  Mr.  Le  Dran’s 
advice  is  different.  He  advifes,  that  a  li¬ 
gature  be  paffed  underneath  it  ;  and  left 
there  to  be  tied,  or  not,  as  occafion  may 
require.  4 

He  then  takes  the  extremitv  of  the  lat- 

j 

ter,  between  his  finger  and  thumb,  and, 
by  rubbing,  pinching,  or  bruifing,  produ¬ 
ces  a  degree  of  contufion,  fufficient  (as  he 
thinks)  to  prevent,  in  general,  any  haemor¬ 
rhage;  and,  having  fo  done,  he  cuts  off 

the 

*  **  Jc  fens  le  ferotum  jufqu’  au  deftous  da  tefticule 
malade,  et  avec  mes  doigts,  je  detache  le  tefticule 
6i  d’avec  le  tiftii  eellulaire,  qui  le  tient  attache  dans  le 
ferotum.  Si  quelque  portion  membraneufe  a  de  la 
peine  a  fe  detacher,  je  la  coupe  avec  des  cifeaux  ” 
Mr.  DeGarengeot  divides  the  whole  ferotum  with  feif- 
fars  ;  and  I  cannot  fay,  that  I  have  not  feen  it  done  in 
London  ;  but  it  is  a  tedious,  coarfe,  cruel,  and  very  un¬ 
handy  method  of  doing  it.  £t  Cetie  premiere  incifion 
*c  faite,  1’operateur  pouftera  de  force,  ledoigt  indice, ou 
le  grand doigt  fous  lapeau,  dans  les  cellules graifteu- 
*c  fes,  afin  d’entrer  dans  le  ferotum,  et  il  aggrandira 
<it  fon  incifion  en  coupant,  fur  fon  doigt  avec  des  cife- 
aux  mouftes  la  peau,  qu’il  aura  feparee  des  graifles, 
ff  et  il  ouvrira  ainfi  tout  le  ferotum. ” 

Qarengeot,  Operat.  Chir* 
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the  tefticle  from  the  faid  chord,  immedi- 
ately  below  the  bruifed  part,  leaving  (as  I 
faid  before)  the  ligature  ready  to  be  tied, 
if  neceflary 

This  method,  of  firft  bruifing,  and  then 
cutting  off  the  fpermatic  chord,  without 
making  a  ligature  on  it,  is  alfo  prefcribed 
and  pradlifed  by  fome  gentlemen  of  emi¬ 
nence  here  ;  and,  I  make  not  the  leaft 
doubt,  that,  both  with  thefe  gentlemen, 
and  with  Mr.  Le  Dran,  it  may  have  been 
fuccefsful :  but,  as  I  have  feen  three  peo¬ 
ple  lofe.  a  very  alarming  quantity  of  blood, 
and  one  very  nearly  his  life,  under  it ;  and 
as,  in  the  many  times,  which  I  have  per¬ 
formed  this  operation,  I  never  faw  the  leaft 

in- 

*  44  II  n’y  a  que  l’artere  qui  m’intereffe,  parce  qu’il 
44  n’yaqu’elle,  qui  puiffe  donnerdufangapres  q'ue  j’au- 
44  rai  coupe  le  cordon.  Je  la  prends  entre  deux  doigts 
*4  a  Tendroit,  ou  elle  paffe  fur  l’os  pubis,  et  avec  elle  les 
44  veines  qui  Pentourent  ;  puisjepaffeentreces  vailfeaux 
<c  et  le  canal  deferent,  que  Ton  djftingue  fous  le  doigt  j 
4*  a  fa  durete,  une  aiguille  enfilee  de  deux  brins  de  fil 
‘4  cire.  J’ote  l’aiguille,  etjelaiffe  les  fils,  pour  faire  la 
44  ligature  aucasqu’elle  devienneneceffaire.  Je  prends 
44  auffi-tot  les  vaiffeaux  plus  basque  i’os  pubis,  et  je  le 
44  froiffe  entre  mes  doigts,  pour  y  faire  une  efpecede  con- 
*4  tufion  ;  puis  je  coupe lecordon  un  peu,  au  deffous  de 
W  cette  endroit  froiffe; ”  Monf.  Le  Dran» 

»  -•  •  >  ■  •  f  ;  •  r  ?  •  •  .  ♦' 
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inconvenience  a  rife  from  the  ligature,  I 
cannot  approve  the  omiffion  of  it. 

Mr.  Le  Dran  himfelf,  not  only  feems  to 
be  apprehenlive,  of  what  may  be  the  con- 
fequence,  by  his  palling  a  ligature,  and  lea¬ 
ving  it  ready  to  be  tied,  and  by  the  very 
good  reafon,  which  he  gives  for  not  cut¬ 
ting  off  the  fpermatie  chord  (as  moil  of  his 
countrymen  advife)  clofe  to  the  opening  in 
the  tendon  of  the  oblique  mufcle  ;  but  al~ 
fo,  in  the  fame  paragraph,  acknowledges, 
that  a  fatal  haemorrhage  has  been  the  con- 
fequence  of  the  ligature  having  flipped  off, 
after  it  has  been  made 

In  the  cafe  of  a  perfectly  found,  and  un¬ 
altered  fpermatie  chord,  in  which  the  vef- 
fels  are  not  become  vgricofe,  and  the  ope-? 

rator 

f  “  Qn  demandera,  pourquoi  je  ne  fais  pas  la  liga- 
-fc  turedu  cordon  immediatementau  defTousdel’anneau 

9 

“  comme  les  auteurs  le  preferivent.  Je  reponds?  que  It 
la  ligature  s*echappe,on  ne  peutplus  lier  l’artere,  qui 
<c  fe  retire  au  deiTus  de  Fanneau,  ou  die  peut  donnerdu 
fang  dansle  tiflu  cellulajre,  du  peritoine,et  fair eperir 
le  malade ,  comme  Von  a  vu  arriver”  Le  Dram* 

44  Sile  cordon  fpermatique  eft  gonflejufqu’  aupres  de 
**  1’anneau,  on  ne  peut  fuivre  cette  methode  ;  et  il  faut 
abjolument  faire  laligature  ducordon,  immediatement 
4C  au  deflous  de  ranneau.”  The  remainder  of  this  para¬ 
graph  does  indeed  feem  a  kind  of  contradi&ion  of  the 

pre- 


cc 

cc 
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rator  can  make  his  divifion  of  them  as  low 
as  he  pleafes,  this  froiffefnent,  this  contu- 
fion  may  be  fuflicient  to  prevent  an  haemor¬ 
rhage  1  but  in  cafes,  where  the  fpermatic 
chord  is  inlarged,  Mr.  Le  Dran  himfelf 
does  not  think  it  fafe  to  truft  to  it.  And 
that  the  veffels,  from  which  a  fcirrhous 
tefticle  is  dependent,  may  be  eonfiderably 
inlarged,  and  diftended,  and  that  pretty 
high,  arid  yet  not  fo  difeafed,  as  to  render 
the  operation  unadvifeable  or  imfuccefsful, 
I  have  more  than  once  or  twice  feen.  The 
compreffion  which  may  be  made,  of  the 
extremity  of  the  divided  chord  again  ft  the 
os  pubis,  on  which  fome  ftrefs  feems  to  be 
laid,  0will,  whether  it  be  made  by  the  fin¬ 
ger,  or  by  compxefs  and  bandage,  prove 

more 

preceding. <c  S’il  eft  tres  gonfle  raeme  un  plus  haut  quo 
Panneau,  et  qu’on  ne  puiffe  fe  difpenfer  de  faire  Po- 
4‘  peration,  il  n’y  a  point  de  ligature  a  faire  ;  il  faut 
**  fendre  un  peu  Panneau,puis  couper  le  cordon,  et  Par- 
u  tere  ne  donnera  pas  de  fang.”  Set  aftde  all  confidera- 
tion  of  the  propriety,  or  impropriety,  of  performing 
the  operation,  wheft  the  fpermatic  chord  is  difeafed  a- 
bove  the  ring  (as  it  is  called)  what  can  be  the  reafon, 
why  the  artery  fhould  not  be  expelled  to  bleed,  after 
l>eing  divided  within  the  abdomen  ;  when  the  fame 
gentleman  allows  it  to  have  produced  a  fatal  haemor-> 
rhage,  upon  retiring  into  that  cavity,  or  into  the  cel¬ 
lular  membrane  of  the  peritoneum,  after  having  beeis 
cut  off  without  the  faid  ring. 
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more  troublefome  to  the  patient,  than  the 
very  momentary  pain  of  the  ligature. 

The  laft  circumftance,  in  which  I  have 
ventured  to  differ  from  the  commonly 
prefcribed  rules,  is,  that  I  have  not  ad^ 
vifed  the  removal  of  any  part  of  the  fcro- 
turn  *. 

My  reafon  is,  that  I  nevjp;  found  it  ne-* 
ceffary  in  any  cafe,  when  the  fcrotum  was 
not  adherent  to  the  tefticle* 

Let  the  ffee  of .  the  fcirrhus’  be  what  it 


may,  the  fcrotum  will  corrugate  to  its  na¬ 
tural  form,  when  the  wound  is  healed  $ 


and  if,  in  the  operation  it  fairly  be  divided 
to  the  bottom,  wilf neither"  lodge  matter 
during  the  cure,  nor  produce  any  inconve¬ 


nience  afterward, 

V  * 


*  u  Si  quelque  portion  membraneufea  de  la  peine  a 
4‘  fe  detacher,  je  la  coupe  avec  des  cifcaux  j  et  quand 
st  letefticule  eft  otey  j’enleve  une  partie  de  la  peau  du 
st  fcrotum,  fi  cette  peaus’eft  trop  etendue  par  le  v0r 
lume  de  la  tuttieur.”  Le  Dran. 

The  fame  dire&ion  is  given  by  Laiir.  Heifter.  £C  Cii- 

v  \  £  +■  V . 

***  tis  fcroti  quae  exempto  tefticulo  fuper  vacanea  ut  reig- 
cari  forfice  debet.”  By  which  means  (that  is,  by 
not  removing  the  fkin  along  with  the  tefticle,  but  af* 
ter  ward)  the  patient  fuffers  almoft  as  much  pain,  as 
the  whole  operation,  properly  performed,  would  occa- 
fion  ;  and  that  without  any  neceihty. 
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When  it  is  adherent  to  the  tehicle,  and 
the  cellular  drudture  of  the  dartos  is  there¬ 
by  dedroyed,  all  fuch  adherent  part  fhould 
certainly  be  removed  ;  not  only  becaufe  it 
is  difeafed,  but  becaufe  it  will  give  the  pa¬ 
tient  a  great  deal  of  unneceffary  pain  to 
diffedl  it  :  but  then  it  fhould  always  be  re¬ 
moved  alongjgith  the  tedicle,  in  the  man¬ 
ner  direcdedoy  Mr.  Samuel  Sharpe,  and 
not  be  diffedted  off  firft,  and  removed  af¬ 
terwards.  . 

By  the  latter  method,  the  patient’s  pain 
is  increased,  prolonged,  and  even  renewed 
without  the  lead  neceffity. 

In  every  operation,  in  which  a;  confide- 
*  • 

rable  portion  of  ’lkin  is  to  be.  divided,  and 
particularly  in  this,  and  in  the  amputa¬ 
tion  of  womens  breads,  it  fhould 
be  remembered,  that,  as  the  divifion  of  the 
fkin  (the  general  organ  of  fenfation)  is  the 
mod  acute  and  painful  part  of  what  is  done 
by  the  knife,  it  cannot  be  done  too  quick? 
and  fhould  always  be  done  at  once  :  the  fcro- 
turn  fhould  always  be  divided  to  the  bottom, 
and  the  circular  incidon  in  the  fkin  of  a 
bread  always  made  quite  round,  before  any 
thing  elfe  be  thought  of.  If  this  be  not 
executed  properly,  and  perfectly*  the  ope- 
%  ration 
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ration  will  be  attended  with  a  great  deal  of 
pain,  which  might  be  avoided,  and  the 
Operator  will  bejuftly  blameable. 

Before  I  take  my  leave  of  this  operation; 

I  think  it  right;  to  give  the  young  pradti- 
tioner  a  caution,  viz.  that  if  the  tumor  be 
of  a  pyriform  figure,  perfectly  fmooth,  and 
equal  in  its  fur  face,  and  free  frarri  pain, 

notwithstanding  the  degree  of  hardnefs  may 

> 

be  great,  and  he  may,  in  his  own  opinion, 
be  clear  that  the  tumor  is  not  produced  by 
water,  but  is  a  true  fcirrhus;  I  would  ad- 
vife  him  immediately,  previous  to  the  ope¬ 
ration,  to  pierce  the  anterior  part  with  a 
trochar,  in  order  to  be  certain.  My  reafon 
for  giving  this  advice  is ;  that  I  was  once  fo 
deceived  by  every  apparent  circumftarice  of 
a  true,  equal,  indolent  fcirrhus,  that  I  re¬ 
moved  a  tefticle,  which  proved,  upon  ex¬ 
amination,  to  be  fo  little  difeafed,  that  had 
I  pierced  it  with  a  trochar,  previous  to  the 
operation,  I  could,  and  certainly  fhouldy 
have  preferved  it. 

/ 

Having,  in  the  immediately  preceding 
pages,  given  my  opinion  very  explicitly 
concerning  the  expediency  and  propriety 
of  removing,  by  the  operation  of  ca-ftra- 

tioft. 
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tion,  a  fcirrhous  tefticle,  v/hen  fairly  cha- 
radterifed,  and  properly  circumftanced,  it 
cannot  be  neeeffary  to  relate  any  fucb  cafes. 
Every  man,  who  is  at  all  converfant  with 
this  kind  of  bulinefs,  knows,  that  the  ope¬ 
ration  on  proper  fubjedts,-  and  in  proper 
inftances,  is  very  frequently  fuccefsful ;  and 
that  many  people  have  been,  by  it,  refcued 
from  immediately  impending  mifery,  and 
have  paffed  many  years  in  health  and  eafe, 
and  in  a  (late  to  propagate  their  fpecies. 

Particular  accounts  of  fuch,  would  ap¬ 
pear  like  mere  boailings  of  fuccefs. 

Thofe,  therefore,  which  follow,  are  fe- 
ledted,  either  becaufe  the  fortunate  event 
was  not  very  probable  ;  and  they  may, 
therefore,  ferve  to  prove,  that  we  ihould 
not  too  haftily,  or  inadvertently,  defpair. 

Or,  becaufe  their  true  nature  was  mif- 
taken  ;  and,  therefore,  they  were  impro¬ 
perly  treated. 

Or,  that  they  were  attended  with  cir- 
fcumftances  not  to  be  forefeen  or  prevent¬ 
ed. 

Or,  that  the  cafe  was  too  long  negledted, 
and  the  operation  too  long  deferred  ;  or 
performed,  when  fuccefs  from  it,  was  not 
at  all  likely. 

Or, 


U 
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Or,  that  they  were  combined  with  other 
complaints,  either  general,  or  local  ;  by 
which  the  beft  calculated  attempts  muft  be 
fruft  rated. 

;  i  '  - 

Or,  that  they  contain  fomething  in  their 
nature,  which  appears  to  be  fingular.  From 
each,  or  all  which,  I  apprehend,  the  prac¬ 
titioner  may  reap  full  as  much,  if  not  more, 
beneficial  inftrudlion,  than  from  the  moll 
pompous  hiftories  of  fuccefs. 


CASE  XXXIX. 


A  Man,  about  for ty-feven years  old,  who 
had  been,  for  the  fpace  of  three  or 
four  years,  afflidted  with  a  truly  fcirrhous 
tefticle,  .applied  to  me.  He  had  been, 
more  than  once,  during  that  time,  advifed 
to  part  with  it,  but  was  afraid  of  the  ope¬ 
ration.  He  was  now  alarmed,  by  an  alte~ 
ration,  which  it  had  lately  undergone  ;  and 
from  fome  circumftances  in  his  general 
health  which  were  new.  The  tumor,  from 
its  firft  appearance,  had  been  indolent,  and 
equal,  the  fpermatic  chord  in  a  natural 
ftate,  and  he  had  no  other  complaints  of  any 
kind.  The  tefticle  was  now  very  unequal, 
in  its  fur  face  ;  it  had  increafed  confidera- 

bly* 
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bly,  within  the  lad  three  months ;  and  the 
fpermatic  chord  was  inlarged,  (that  is)  be¬ 
come  varicofe,  more  than  half  way  from 
the  tedicle  to  the  groin.  He  had  alfo,  a 
cholicky  diforder,  which  recurred  frequent¬ 
ly  without  any  purging. 

The  cafe  was  unfavorable  ;  and  there 
appeared  to  me  to  be  no  chance,  but  from 
cadration  :  the  date  of  the  fpermatic  vef- 
fels  rendered  that  dubious  :  but  the  impro¬ 
bability  of  the  difeafe  remaining  in  its  pre- 
fent  date,  made  it  dill  worth  embracing. 
The  general  date  of  the  patient’s  health, 
was  alfo  an  alarming  circumdance ;  but 
neither  could  that  be  amended,  while  the 
local  difeafe  remained. 

Having  apprized  him  of  all  thefe  cir- 
cumdances,  he  willingly  fubmitted  to  the 
operation ;  which  was  performed  the  next 
day.  The  date  of  the  procefs,  jud  admit¬ 
ted  of  making  the  ligature  between  the 
inlarged  part  and  the  abdominal  mufcle. 
Nothing  particular  attended  the  cure  ;  the 
fore  healed  very  kindly,  and  the  man  has 
enjoyed  a  good  date  of  health  ever  fince  : 
which  is  now,  between  four  and  five 

years. 

¥ 
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CASE  XL. 

« ->  -  ''  -  '* 

<  /'«'.!  _  ♦ 

A  Gentleman  from  America  applied  to 
me,  on  account  of  a  complaint  in  one 
of  his  tefticles.  It  had,  while  he  was 
abroad,  been  fuppofed  to  be,  and  had  been 
treated  as,  venereal  ;  by  which  means, 
what  was,  at  firft,  a  fimple,  equal,  indo¬ 
lent  fcirrhus,  with  a  fpermatic  chord  unal¬ 
tered  from  a  natural  ftate,  was,  when  I 
fawit,  unequal,  at  times  painful,  and  de¬ 
pendent  from  fpermatic  veffels  confiderably 
inlarged,  and  fwollen,  though  ftill  foft,  and 
free  from  knot  or  induration.  He  was, 
otherwife,  in  perfedt  health,  his  age  thirty- 
three,  and  his  conftitution  unhurt  by  de¬ 
bauchery  or  intemperance. 

With  regard  to  thetefticle,  there  could  be 
no  doubt,  either  of  the  nature  of  the  difeafe, 
or  the  propriety  of  its  being  removed  ;  but 
the  ftate  of  the  fpermatic  veffels  was  fuch,  as 
made  the  profpedl  of  fuccefs  from  caftra- 
tion  very  uncertain.  Two  or  three  conful- 
tations  were  had  ;  the  refult  of  all  which 
were  nearly  the  fame,  that  is,  the  furgeon 
were  very  apprehensive  of  the  operation 
from  the  ftate  of  the  chord,  and  therefore 
would  notprefs  it ;  and  the  phyficians  pre¬ 
ferred 
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icribed  internal  remedies;  and,  among  thefe 
the  cicuta,  which  luckily  happened  to  dis¬ 
agree  fo  much  with  the  patient,  that  he 
would  not  go  on  with  it :  I  fay  luckily,  be- 
caufe  it  thereby  prevented  the  lofs  of  more 
time  in  the  ufe  of  it. 

The  patient  was  Angle,  a  fenlible  man, 
and  had  a  great  deal  of  courage  and  refolu- 
tion  in  his  natural  conftitution. 

Having  maturely  weighed  all  that  had 
been  faid  to  him,  and  finding  that  no  relief 
was  likely  to  accrue  from  medicine,  and 
that  his  difeafe  was  as  little  likely  to  ftand 
ftill,  he  determined  rather  to  take  the 
chance,  which  the  operation  would  give 
him,  either  of  fudden  deftrudtion,  or  a 
cure,  than  live  in  that  ftate  of  anxiety, 
which  mull  arife  from  a  conftant  meditation 
on  the  nature  of  his  difeafe. 

The  operation  was  performed  ;  and,  in 
the  execution  of  it,  I  was  particularly  at¬ 
tentive  to  the  ftate  of  the  veflels.  The 
whole  procefs  was,  I  may  venture  to  fay, 
full  double  the  fize  it  ought  to  be,  and  the 
veins  very  tortuous,  by  their  being  di- 
ftended  ;  but  there  was  no  induration,  nor 
any  inequality,  fave  that  proceeding  from 
the  varicous  ftate  of  them. 

u  3 
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When  the  tefticle  was  removed,  I  exa¬ 
mined  that',  alfo  very  carefully*  The  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  was,  in  a  great 
meafurc,  aboliftied,  by  an  aim  oft  general 
adliefioii  of  that  membrane  with  the  albu¬ 
ginea  ;  the  epididymis  was  tolerabiy  found, 
but  the  whole  compages  of  the  teftis  hard, 
and  difeafed  :  and,  in  the  very  center  of  it 
was  a  putrid  dough,  and  a  very  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  ill-coloured  fanies. 

It  is  now,  above  five  years,  fince  the 
operation.  The  patient  has  enjoyed  per¬ 
fect  health  ever  fince,  and  finds  no  one  in¬ 
convenience  from  the  lofs  of  the  part. 

In  thefe  two  cafes,  the  event  was  fortu¬ 
nate  beyond  expectation.  In  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  every  thing  is  to  be  feared  :  the 
operation  is  leldom  advifable,  hecaufe  fel- 
dom  fuccefsful.  However,  they  may  ftand, 
as  inftances,  to  prove,  that,  where  there  is 
even  a  fmall  foundation  for  hope,  it  is  bet¬ 
ter  to  embrace  fuch  opportunity,  than  to 
leave  the  patient  to  his  fate.  Neither  him- 
felf,  nor  his  friends,  ihould,  in  fuch  cafe, 

'  3  “ '  "  t 

be  flattered,  or  deceived  :  but  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  ftiould  be  laid  before  them,  and  the 
dperation  ftiould  be  their  own  choice. 

4  "  '  •  ; ;  T  ’v'  »:? 
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CASE  XLI. 


A  Young  man,  about  twenty-four  years 
old,  defired  my  opinion  concerning  a 
tefticle,  which  was  beginning  to  inlarge, 
and  was  already  become  very  hard. 

The  account  he  gave  was,  as  follows. 
That,  about  feven  or  eight  months  be¬ 
fore,  he  had  a  common  hernia  humor  alls, 
in  confequence  of  the  fuppreffion  of  a  go¬ 
norrhea  by  hard  riding.  That  the  inflam¬ 
matory  iymptoms  were  foon  removed  by 
reil,  evacuation,  and  proper  application  ; 
but  that  neither  the  tefticle,  nor  the  epidi¬ 
dymis,  had  ever  returned  to  their  natural 
iize.  That  the  furgeon,  whofe  care  he  had 
been  under,  had,  fmce  the  inflammation 
was  gone  off,  given  him  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  mercurial  medicine  internally, 
and  had  rubbed  on  a  good  deal  of  the  oint¬ 
ment  externally  ;  by  which  his  mouth  had 
been  made  fore  ;  and  that  he  had  alfo  taken 
two  or  three  mercurial  vomits. 

The  tumor  was  perfectly  indolent,  even 
upon  being  handled  ;  it  had  a  ftony,  in- 
compreffible  kind  of  hardnefs,  and  thefper- 
matic  veflels  were  in  a  found,  natural  hate. 

U  4  ,  ’  *1 
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I  told  him,  that  whatever  might  havf 
given  rife  to  his  difeafe,  it  was  my  opinion , 
that  it  was  a  true  fcirrhus  ;  that  it  would 
never  be  cured  by  medicine  ,  that,  although 
it  was  quiet,  and  free  from  pain  now,  no 
man  would  pretend  to  fay,  how  long  it 
might  continue  ;  and  that  I  fhould,  by  all 
means,  advife  him  to  part  with  it  in  its 
prefent  date,  rather  than  day  till  fuch  a}- 
teration  fhould  be  made  in  it,  as  though  it 
might  induce  him  to  comply,  might  ren¬ 
der  the  operation  unfuccefsfuL  He  difap- 
proved  my  advice,  and  I  faw  no  more  of  him 
for  near  four  months ;  at  the  end  of  which 
time,  he  called  upon  me  again. 

His  tedicle  was  a  good  deal  increafed  in 
fize,  but  the  fpermatic  chord  dill  unaftedt- 
cd. 

I  repeated  my  former  advice,  and  he  a- 
gain  refilled  to  comply. 

At  the  diftance  of  two  months  from  this 
time,  I  faw  him  again.  His  tedicle  was 
dill  more  inlarged,  and  the  cavity  of  the 
tunica  vaginalis  palpably  contained  a  fluid. 
He  faid,  he  had  fhowed  it  to  two  other 
iurgeons  ;  both  of  whom  had  promifed 
him  much  relief,  if  not  a  cure,  by  letting 
put  thatwater,  which,  they  told  him,  made 
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the  principal  part  of  his  difeafe.  I  anfwer- 
ed,  that  I  had  no  manner  of  doubt,  that 
there  was  a  fluid  ;  but  that  I  apprehended 
it  to  bemuchlefsin  quantity,  than  either 
he,  or  they  who  had  promifed  a  cure  by 
letting  it  out,  took  it  to  be  :  that  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  me,  to  make  fo  fmall  a  part  of 
the  fwelling,  that  I  was  fure,  that  the  de- 
creafe  of  flze,  upon  its  difcharge,  would 
bear  no  proportion  to  his  expectation  :  that 
this  fluid  made  no  part  of  the  original  dif¬ 
eafe,  but  was  an  accidental  confequence : 
that  an  opening  made  into  a  tefticle  fo  cir- 
cumftanced,  might  excite  very  difagreeable 
fymptoms,  from  which  he  was  at  prefent 
free ;  and  that  my  opinion  was  (till,  that  it 
ought  to  be  totally  removed,  or  not  med¬ 
dled  with. 

He  left  me,  with  much  dififatisfaCtiom 
He  faid,  that  I  was  too  tenacious  of  my 
own  opinion,  and  too  regardlefs  of  that  of 
others :  But  I  had  feen  too  many  of  thefe 
cafes  to  be  in  any  doubt  concerning  its  na¬ 
ture  s  and  I  knew  the  people,  under  whofe 
direction  he  then  was,  too  well,  to  fuppofe, 
either  that  they  knew  any  thing  of  the 
matter,  or  that  they  would  leave  any  thing 
unattempted,  while  he  had  either  credu- 

lity 
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lity  or  money.  Soon  after  this,  I  heard, 
that  he  had  fubmitted  to  have  a  pundture 
made,  by  which  a  very  fmali  quantity  of 
bloody  ferum  was  difcharged  ;  but  the  iize 
of  the  tumor  fo  little  leffened,  that  his  ope¬ 
rator  would  fain  have  thruft  a  lancet  in 
again,  and  deeper  ;  but  this  the  patient 
would  not  permit. 

Being  vexed  at  what  had  happened,  he 
came  not  again  to  me,  till  at  the  diftance  of 
near  two  months  more.  He  was  now  in  a 
very  different  ftate.  His  complexion  was 
wan  and  pale,  his  fiefh  and  appetite  gone, 
his  tefticle  very  large,  unequal,  and  pain¬ 
ful,  and  the  fpermatic  chord  difeafed  quite 
up  to  his  groin.  I  was  very  forry,  to  be 
obliged  to  tell  him,  that  I  could  do  him 
no  good  ;  and  that  the  operation  was,  by 
no  means  advifeable. 

He  now,  of  courfe,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  thofe,  who  only  want  a  little  ready  mo¬ 
ney  ;  and  having  tried  two  or  three  of  thefe, 
he  was  advifed  to  take  the  cicuta  ;  which 
he  did  for  feme  time,  and  in  large  dofes? 
but,  (as  ufual)  without  any  real,  or  perma¬ 
nent  good  effect. 

His  ftate,  foon  after  this,  became  truly 
deplorable  $  his  tefticle  was  of  an  amazing 

fize  $ 
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fize;  the  fpermatic  chord,  quite  up  to  his 
belly,  fo  large  as  hardly  to  be  capable  of 
being  grafped  by  the  hand ;  a  very  large, 
hard  tumor  within  that  fide  of  the  belly  5 
his  pain  acute  and  conftant  ;  and  his  flefli 
ftrength  and  appetite  totally  gone. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  a  believer  in  the 
omnipotence  of  the  fublimate  folution, 
preferibed  it  for  him  :  from  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  advantage  of  having  his  death 
haftened. 


CASE  XLIL 

A  Man,  about  thirty,  of  a  full  plethoric 
habit,  (hewed  me  a  tumor  in  the  fper¬ 
matic  procefs,  about  the  midway  between 
the  groin  and  tefticle  :  it  was  hard,  cir- 
cum  (bribed,  indolent  when  not  meddled 
with  ;  but  painful  for  a  long  time  after 
having  been  handled,  and  the  pain  of  fuch 
kind,  as  to  indicate  the  difeafe  not  to  have 
a  very  benign  character  :  the  tefticle  was 
perfectly  free. 

I  advifed  the  lofing  fome  blood,  gentle 
evacuation  by  (tool,  the  ule  of  a  fufpenfory 
to  take  off*  the  weight,  and  deftred  the  pa¬ 
tient  to  let  me  fee  him  again  in  about  tei\ 

days. 
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days.  At  the  diftance  of  fomewhat  more 
than  a  month,  he  came  to  me  again  ;  and 
told  me,  that  from  me  he  had  gone  to  a 
r  up  tore- doctor,  who  put  a  trufs  on  him, 
and  giving  him  an  external  application,  bad 
him  come  to  him  again  in  a  week  ;  that 
the  pre-fibre  of  the  trufs,  joined  to  the  irri¬ 
tating  quality  of  the  ointment,  greatly  in- 
creafed  the  pain  and  the  fwelling  :  that  his 
dodtor  then  applied  an  adhefive  plafter,  and 
when  he  had  worn  that  a  few  days,  he 
thruft  a  lancet  into  the  body  of  the  tumor ; 
that  nothing  followed  the  lancet  but  blood  ; 
that  he  inlarged  the  opening,  and  filled  it 
with  lint,  and  that,  for  feveral  days  after, 
he  had  drefled  the  fore  with  red  powder 
(precipitate).  He  had  now  as  truly  malig¬ 
nant  a  cancerous  fore,  as  I  ever  faw  ;  and 
all  the  fpermatic  procefs  above  it  was  fo 
difeafed,  as  to  prohibit  all  thought  of  an 
operation.  Nothing  palliated  the  fury, 
with  which  it  proceeded  ;  he  lived  feveral 
months  in  great  and  conftant  pain,  having 
a  large  hard  body  within  the  belly  (on 
that  fide)  extending  from  the  groin  quite 
up  to  the  region  of  the  kidney  ;  and  which, 

I  make  no  doubt,  con  filled  of  the  difeafed 
ipermatic  veflels. 
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CASE  XLIIL 


Man,  about  forty-eight  years  old,  who 


±  a.  lived  at  fome  conliderable  diftance 
from  London,  perceived  one  of  his  tefticles 
becoming  hard  ;  larger  in  fize  than  it  ufed 
to  be  ;  and  when  he  was  on  horfeback, 
fome  what  painful. 

Having  been  feveral  times  clapped,  and 
twice  confined  with  a  hernia  humoralis,  he 
thought  that  this  fwelling  was  of  the  fame 
kind  ;  and  applied  to  the  apothecary  of  the 
town,  where  he  lived ;  who,  not  being 
much  accuftomed  to  furgery,  and  being 
milled  by  the  patient’s  opinion  and  ac¬ 
count,  looked  on  it  in  the  fame  light,  and 
gave  him  feveral  dofes  of  calomel  :  thefe 
not  fucceeding  to  his  wiih,  he  confined  the 
patient  to  his  bed,  applied  a  pultice  to  the 
fcrotum,  and  vomited  him  twice  or  thrice, 
with  the  mercurius  emet*  flavus.  By  this 
procefs,  the  man  became  feverifti,  loft  his 
appetite,  deep  and  flefh ;  and  the  tefticle 
increafed,  both  in  fize  and  hardnefs, 

I  was  now  confulted  by  letter,  and  gaye 
my  opinion,  that  the  cafe  was  not  vene¬ 
real  j  that  mercurial  medicines,  or  what¬ 


ever 
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ever  was  likely  to  increafe  the  circulation1, 
were  wrong,  and  would  be  found  prejudi¬ 
cial  ;  that  whatever  might  become  necef- 
fary  hereafter,  the  prefent  intentions  ought 
to  be,  to  procure  eafe,  to  remove  the  fe^ 
ver,  to  keep  the  body  (which  had  always 
been  coftive)  gently  open,  and  to  acquire 
ftrength  by  the  adminiftration  of  foft,  light 
nourishment ;  and  I  recommended  the  de- 
cod:.  farfaparillae,  with  milk,  for  his  com¬ 
mon  drink. 

* 

In  another  letter,  which  I  received  at 
about  three  weeks  diftanee  from  the  firft, 
my  opinion  was  afked  concerning  the  ci- 
cuta  :  to  which,  I  replied,  that  in  fcirrhous 
and  cancerous  cafes,  (one  of  which  I  took 
this  to  be)  I  had  never  yet  feen  it  do  any 
good,  though  taken  for  a  considerable  time 
and  in  large  dofes ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
as  I  had  never  feen  it  do  any  harm,  I  could 
have  no  objection  to  its  being  tried. 

In  about  two  months,  or  a  little  more,  I 
had  another  letter,  giving  me  an  account, 
that  the  cicuta  had  been  taken  freely,  and 
had  alfo  been  conftantly  applied  as  a  cata^ 
plafm  that,  in  about  a  month  after  its 
firft  application,  the  pains,  both  in  the  part 
and  in  the  patient's  back,  were  remarkably 

in* 
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increafed  ;  th^t  he,  now  and  then,  com¬ 
plained  of  being  chilly,  and  that  there  had 
been,  from  about  that  time,  a  palpable 
fluctuation  of  a  fluid,  near  to  the  furface  of 
the  tumor ;  that  this  fluid  had  been  let  out 
by  the  point  of  a  lancet,  and  proved  to  be 
only  a  fmall  quantity  of  a  bloody  ferum  ; 
that,  from  the  time  this  opening  had  been 
made,  the  pain,  as  well  as  the  fize,  of  the 
tumor  had  increafed  ;  that,  by  continuing 
the  cicuta  pultice,  with  the  addition  of 
fome  Burgandy  pitch,  a  collection  of  mat¬ 
ter,  or  impoftu mation,  was  now  produced, 
plainly  to  be  felt,  though  deep  in  the  body 
of  the  tefticle  :  and  I  was  defired  to  fay, 
what  I  thought  would  be  the  propereft 
manner  of  giving  difcharge  to  it. 

I  returned  anfwer,  that  it  was  a  very  dis¬ 
agreeable  thing,  to  be  obliged  to  give  a  poii- 
tive  opinion  on  a  cafe  by  relation  only ;  and 
that  from  thofe,  who,  I  was  fure,  thought 
not  of  it  as  I  did.  That,  as  it  was  by  no 
means  unlikely,  that  I  might  be  miftaken, 
I  defired,  that  what  I  fhould  now  fay,  might 
not  be  mifunderftood,  or  applied  to  any 
other  cafe,  than  what  I  took  this  to  be ;  that 
l  took  it  to  be  a  fcirrhus,  which  was  be¬ 
coming  cancerous  apace,  and  would,  very 

.  foon. 
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foon,  fhow  more  of  its  malignant  difpofi- 
tion  :  efpecially,  if  irritated.  That  the  fluid* 
which  had  been  let  out,  was  nothing  more 
than  the  water  of  the  tunica  vaginalis ;  whofe 
abforption  was  prevented,  and  whole  color 
was  produced  by  the  difeafed  ftate  of  the 
tefticle.  That  I  fhould  not  have  advifed 
the  letting  it  out  at  all ;  much  lefs,  in  that 
fmall  quantity.  That  it  was  my  opinion, 
that  the  fluid,  which  was  now  fuppofed  to 
be  felt  to  fluctuate  deep  in  the  body  of  the 
tefticle,  was,  by  no  means,  matter,  or  the 
effect  of  a  kindly  fuppuration  ;  but  a  ma¬ 
lignant  fanies,  the  confequence  of  the  very 
difeafed  ftate  of  the  teftis.  That  I  did  ve¬ 
rily  believe,  they  would  find,  that  the 
quantity  of  it  bore  fmall  proportion  to  the 
fize  of  the  general  tumor.  That  the  let¬ 
ting  it  out  would,  more  probably,  occa^ 
fion  an  aggravation,  than  an  alleviation,  of 
lymptoms,  and  render  the  difeafe  ftill  more 
painful,  and  more  hazardous  than  it  was 
already.  And  that  I  fhould  not  befurpri- 
fed,  to  hear  that  there  was  no  fluid  at  all. 

To  this,  I  received  a  fhort  reply,  figni- 
fying,  that  it  was  apprehended,  I  had  mi- 
ftaken  the  cafe.  That  another  gentleman 
in  Londonhad  been  confulted  5  who  (from 
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the  account  given  of  the  ftate  of  the  fper- 
fnatic  chord,  of  the  preceding  hernise  hu- 
tnorales,  and,  moil  probably,  from  a  mif- 
reprefentation  of  the  cafe)  had  advifed  the 
making  an  opening  by  knife  ;  which  had 
been  done  :  but  the  writer  of  the  letter  did 
not  fay  a  word,  about  what  was  let  out. 

I  heard  no  more  of  the  cafe,  or  patient, 
for  near  another  month  *>  and  then  was 
fent  for,  one  evening,  to  an  inn  in  this 
town,  where  I  found  him  in  a  iituation, 
truly  deplorable.  The  tefticle  Was  ama¬ 
zingly  large,  and  one  half  of  it  covered  by 
£  prodigious  fungus,  which  was  intolera¬ 
bly  painful,  glee  ted  largely,  and^  at  times ; 
bled  ptofufely  :  the  fpefmatic  procefs  was 
alfo  very  large,  and  a  tumor  plainly  to  be 
felt  within  the  bellyi  caufed  by  the  dife 
eafed  ft  ate  of  the  feminal  veftels.  The 
man’s  ftrength  and  flefti  were  exhaufted  ; 
in  ftiort,  he  was  dying,  and  did  not  live^ 
above  a  week  or  ten  days^  from  this  time. 

I  believe^  it  muft  be  unneceffary  for  me 
to  obferve,  that  the  mifconception  of  the 
iiature,  and  the  method  of  treating*  the 
three  preceding  cafes,  had  no  fmall  fhare, 
in  contributing  to  the  fufferings  of  the  pa¬ 
tients,  and  to  the  fatality  of  their  events. 

X  I  be- 
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I  believe  alfo,  that  moft  practitioners,  who 
have  been  converfant  with  this  kind  of  bu« 
finefs,  will  be  of  opinion,  that  the  opera¬ 
tion,  performed  in  due  time,  would,  cer¬ 
tainly,  have  contributed  to  the  eafe,  and, 
perhaps,  to  the  prefervation  of  them. 

A  cancerous  difpofition  in  the  habit  will, 
certainly,  render  a  patient  liable  to  be  de- 
ftroyed,  by  the  difeafed  ftate  of  parts  out  of 
our  reach  ;  and  thereby  render  the  opera¬ 
tion,  although  performed  in  due  time,  in 
the  beft  manner,  and  under  the  mo  ft  fa¬ 
vourable  apparent  circumftances,  unfuccefs- 
ful  :  but  as  this  very  often  cannot  be  fore- 
feen,  dr  foreknown,  furely,  it  muft  be  very 
wrong,  to  omit  doing  what  may  prefer ve 
health  and  life,  only  becaufe  it  may  alfo 
happen,  that  it  may  do  neither.  In  all  thefe 
cafes,  a  guarded  prognoftic  fhould  be  made  ; 
and  it  fhould  be  conlidered,  that,  though 
we  are  fometimes  deceived,  and  fruftrated,. 
by  finifter  events  yet,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  happens,  and  that  not  infrequently,  that 
cafes,  which  have  even  an  unfavourable  and 
threatning  afpeCt  at  fir  ft,  come  to  a  very 
happy  iffue* 


CASE 


the  HYDROCELE,  &c. 


CASE  XLIV. 


A  Man,  about  fifty  years  old,  deiired  my 
advice,  concerning  a  difeafed  tefticle* 
It  was  about  the  fize  of  a  fmall  pomegra¬ 
nate,  very  hard,-  perfectly  free  from  pain, 
and  the  fpermatic  procefs  free  from  all  ap¬ 
pearance  of  difeafe.  Caftration,  he  faid, 
he  was  determined  not  to  fubmit  to  ;  and 
only  wanted  to  know,  whether  I  could  put 
him  into  any  other  method  of  getting  rid 
of  his  difeafe.  I  gave  him  my  opinion  very 
freely,  on  the  great  improbability  of  his  be¬ 
ing  ferved  by  any  other  means :  and,  tho9 
I  did,  in  fome  degree,  advife  him,  to  fub¬ 
mit  to  the  operation,  yet  there  were  feme 
circumftances  in  his  general  health,  which 
induced  me  not  to  prefs  it  j  and  made  me 
rather  pleafed,  that  he  was  previoufly  de¬ 
termined  again  ft  it.  He  had  a  very  fal¬ 
low,  difeafed  complexion,  a  general  want 
of  mufcular  flefh,  and  firmnefs  ;  a  very  fre¬ 
quent  cholic,  fometimes  attended  with  a 
threatning  diarrhoea,  and  fometimes  with 
an  obftinate  conftipation.  In  the  fpace  of 
two  or  three  years,  he  took  a  great  variety 
of  medicines ;  and  faw  a  great  number  of 
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pradlitioners,  both  regular  and  irregular* 
but  found  no  benefit ;  neither  did  the  tefti- 
cle  in  all  that  fpace  of  time  fuffer  any  ma¬ 
terial  alteration,  or  the  procefs  become  at 
all  affeded.  He  died  of  an  obftinate  and 
painful  dyfentery  :  and  when  he  was  open¬ 
ed,  his  myfentery  was  found  full  of  large, 
hard,*  fcirrhous  knots ;  all  the  lymphatic 
glands  about  the  receptaculum  chyli,  and 
beginning  of  the  thoracic  dud,  remarkably 
difeafed  $  and  the  liver  much  inlarged,  and 
hardned. 

t 

The  want  of  an  healthy  appearance,  the 
pains,  and  other  complaints  which  attended 
the  man,  might  have  been  owing  to  caufes 
independant  of  his  fcirrhous  tefticle  ;  and 
upon  fuch  fuppofition,  the  removal  of  the 
faid  tefticle  by  the  operation  might  have 
been  vindicable  :  but  if  it  had  been  done, 
it  fhould  have  been,  under  a  very  guarded^ 
and  doubtful  prognoftic. 

CASE  XLV» 

A  Man,  about  fifty,  (hewed  me  a  large, 
difeafed  tefticle,  which,  he  faid,  had 
been  gradually,  for  near  four  years,  getting 
to  that  fize  and  ftate  and  was  produced, 
as  he  thought,  by  the  kick  of  a  child** 

The 
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The  furgeon,  who  attended  his  family, 
had  often  feen  it,  while  it  was  fmall,  equal, ' 
and  free  from  pain;  and  had  as  often  preffed 
him  to  part  with  it ;  but  while  it  was  eafy, 
he  would  never  think  of  it. 

It  was  now  large,  and  unequally  hard ; 
it  had,  in  fome  parts  of  it,  a  quantity  of 
fluid,  in  others  none  ;  it  was  very  painful 
to  the  touch ;  it  gave  him  great  uneafinefs 
in  his  back,  from  its  weight ;  and  even, 
while  it  was  fufpended,  or  he  was  in  bed, 
he  had  fuch,  and  fo  frequent,  darting  pains 
in  it,  as  to  render  him  very  unhappy,  and 
to  deprive  him  very  much  of  his  natural 
reft.  The  fpermatic  chord  was  perfeiftly 
free  ;  but  the  frequency  of  his  pain,  and 
the  difturbance  of  his  fleep,  gave  him  a 
very  unhealthy  appearance.  I  told  him, 
that  I  thought  he  had  miffed  the  moft  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity,  by  not  fubmitting  to 
the  operation,  while  the  tefticle  was  fmall, 
fmooth,  and  indolent  ;  that  fome  circum- 
ftances  in  his  general  ftate  and  habit  were 
unfavourable  ;  but  ftill,  as  the  fpermatic 
procefs  \ya$  free,  and  as  there  was  no  great 
probability,  that  the  tefticle  would  ever 
again  be  eafy,  or  ceafe  to  increafe  in  lize, 
ujitil  the  fpermatics  /hould  become  difeafed 

X  3  alfo, 
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alfo,  I  thought  it  was  better,  to  take  the 
chance  of  the  operation,  than  fubmit  to 
that  certain  mifery,  which  mail  attend  the 
farther  prog  re  fs  of  the  difeafe. 

The  patient  confented,  the  operation 
was  performed,  and  every  thing  went  on 
in  the  moil;  favourable  manner,  till  the  fore 
was  reduced  to  the  fize  of  a  fixpence ;  he 
was  then  feized  with  a  pain  in  his  belly, 
the  fore  changed  its  afpedt,  and  from  ap¬ 
pearing  to  be  almofi  healed,  it  fretted,  be¬ 
came  foul,  fpongy,  and  fpread  fo  confide- 
rably,  that,  in  a  fortnight's  time,  it  was  as 
broad  as  a  hand  ;  it  bled  frequently,  gleeted 
largely,  was  extremely  painful,  and  very 
offenfive  ;  nothing  that  was  done,  had  any 
good  effect  on  it  ;  and  having  languished 
fome  months,  he  died. 

Some  of  the  circumftances  in  this  cafe, 
were  undoubtedly  unfavourable;  but  I  have 
feen  people  do  very  well,  under  fimiiar 
ones  ;  and  I  ftiil  think,  that  the  patient 
chofe  the  lefler  of  the  two  evils,  and  em¬ 
braced  the  more  probable  chance. 


CASE 
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CASE  XLVL 

A  Poor  man,  who  was  in  St.  Bartholo¬ 
mew’s  Hofpital  for  a  hurt  in  one  of 
his  legs,  den  red  me  to  look  at  his  fcrotum, 
which  was  of  a  very  large  fize. 

The  tumor  was  principally  formed  by 
water  in  the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis  j  but, 

*  through  the  fluid,  it  was  eafy  to  diftinguifh 
a  difeafed  tefticle.  He  complained  of  un- 
eafmefs  from  the  weight,  and  had,  hefaid, 
now  and  then,  a  pain  fhot  up  from  the  te¬ 
fticle  into  his  back  :  he  had  alfd,  now  and 
then,  a  cholic,  with  naufea  and  inclination 
to  vomit  ;  and  was  very  fubjedt  to  a  fort  of 
ftrangury.  I  drew  off  near  a  wine  quart  of 
a  yellow  thin  fluid,  by  means  of  a  trochar ; 
and,  when  that  was  done,  was  fo  fatisfied 
that  the  teftis  was  difeafed,  that  1  would 
have  immediately  removed  it  ;  but  the 
man  would  notconfent.  He  foon  got  well 
of  his  leg,  and  was  difcharged  from  the 
hofpital. 

He  was  a  bricklayer's  labourer  j  and  in 
about  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  time  from 
his  difcharge,  fell  from  a  high  fcaffold,  and 
was  fo  much  hurt,  that  he  died,  after  he  had 

X  4  been 
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been  again  in  the  hofpital  two  days  ;  and  i 
gladly  embraced  the  opportunity  of  examine 
ing  his  dead  body.  The  tunica  vaginalis  was 
not  only  much  diDended,  but  coniiderably 

M 

thickned.  The  teflicle  was  a  great  deal 
too  large*  and  too  hard  *  but*  upon  divifion, 
did  not  fliew  any  confiderable  mark  of  dif- 
eafe,  except  in  its  very  center,  where  there 
was  a  fmall  quantity  of  a  discoloured  Sa¬ 
nies,  and  a  putrid  Dough.  The  fpermatic 
veffels  were  not  at  all  altered  from  a  natu- 

,  'j  ,  ‘  '' 

ral  Date,  except  that  the  vein  was  varicous. 
Immediately  below  the  emulgent  veffels 
on  the  rio-ht  fide,  was  an  irregular  tumor, 

1  :  *  O  •  f  G>  ?  «  '  < 

V  '  '  \ 

near  as  big  as  the  kidney  itfelf ;  perfectly- 
fcirrhous,  and  firmly  attached  both  to  the 
renal  blood- veffels,  and  to  the  aorta.  The 
external  part  of  this  tumor  was  rough  and 
unequal,  and  of  a  whitifli  color  ;  and  in  the 
center  of  it  were  exadtly  the  fame  appear¬ 
ances,  as  within  the  teDicle,  viz.  a  fmall 

•  ..  i  •  ’  ■-  ■ v  •»  • 

quantity  of  matter,  and  a  Dough. 

Where  the  ureter  was  croffed  by  this  tu¬ 
mor,  it  war  much  compreffed,  and  Drait- 
ned  in  its  diameter ;  but  below  this  Dric- 
tqre,  it  was  conDderably  dilated.  The  kid¬ 
ney  was  not  quite  healthy  in  its  appear¬ 
ance* 

t*  i  f  W  v*  V 
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Had  this  man  been  caftrated,  I  make  no 

J  i  ' 

doubt,  that  his  internal  fcirrjhus  would 
have  dedroyed  him  ;  but  that  was  a  cir- 
cumdance,  not  to  be  collected  from  his  ge«? 
neral  date,  or  from  his  complaints,  and 
therefore  not  to  be  foreknown  :  the  opera¬ 
tion  would  therefore  have  been  vindicable, 
though  unfuccefsful. 

CASE  XLVIL 

A  Middle-aged  man  was  brought  into 
St.  Bartholomew’s-Hofpital  for  an  ac¬ 
cidental  hurt,  of  which  he  foon  got  well  : 
and  when  he  was  going  to  be  difcharged, 
lie  deflred  Mr.Freke,  whofe  patient  he  had 
been,  to  look  at  one  of  his  tedicles.  It 
was  large  and  unequally  hard  ;  gave  him  a 
great  deal  of  pain,  at  {hort  intervals,  and 
leemed  to  contain  a  quantity  of  fluid  in  its 
middle  part  :  the  fpermatic  chord  was 
pretty  free,  jud  at  its  exit  from  the  abdo¬ 
men  ;  but  all  between  that  point  and  the 
tedicle  was  much  difeafed. 

Some  of  the  gentlemen  prefent  exprefled 
their  apprehenflons,  that  the  fiate  of  the 
procefs  was  fuch,  that  the  operation  would 
mod  probably  be  unfuccefsful,  and  there- 

fore 
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fore  they  were  rather  inclined,  that  the 
man  fhonld  be  difcharged,  without  any  at¬ 
tempt  of  that  kind  5  but  Mr.  Frekc  thought 
other  wife,  and  performed  it  immediately. 
The  vefiels  of  the  difeafed  procefs  were  va- 
ricous  to  a  great  degree,  and  very  knotty 
and  hard  ;  the  connecting  membrane  was 
much  thickned,  the  epididymis  and  tefti- 
cle  quite  confounded  together  ;  and  in  the 
body  of  the  latter  was  a  quantity  of  bloody 
fanies,  contained  in  two  or  three  large 
cells. 

The  man  got  no  reft  after  the  operation, 
the  vefiels  of  the  dartos  bled  through  all 
the  dreflings,  more  than  once,  and  in  a  few 
hours  he  became  very  hot  and  reftlefs,  with 
a  pulfe  quick  and  hard. 

The  next  day  he  bled  again  $  not  from 
the  chord,  but  from  the  whole  dartos  :  his 
fcrotum  became  much  fwelled,  and  loaded 
with  a  lymphatic  kind  of  tumefadiion,  but 
was  very  little  inflamed  ;  his  pulfe  was  in- 
conceiveably  rapid,  but  final! ;  he  com¬ 
plained  of  acute  pains  in  his  back,  a  burn¬ 
ing  heat  within  it,  an  intolerable  third, 
and  an  anxiety  that  was  more  terrible  to 
he.ar  than  all  the  reft  :  toward  night  (of  the 
fecond  day)  his  pulfe  faultered,  he  became 

eafyf 
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caly,  and  his  extremities  cold,  and  early 
on  the  third  morning  he  died* 


CASE  XL  YIII, 

A  Healthy  man,  under  forty,  came  to 
me  with  a  complaint  in  one  of  his  te- 
flicles ;  the  epididymis  of  which  was  much 
Inlarged,  and  hardned,  while  the  body  of 
the  teftis  feemed  to  be  in  a  natural  Rate. 

His  age,  his  general  appearance,  and  the 
particular  date  of  the  part  induced  me  to 
believe  it  to  be  venereal  ;  but,  upon  afking 
him  a  few  queftions,  he  afferted,  that  he 
had  never  received  any  taint  of  that  kind 
in  his  life.  He  faid,  that  thefirft  time  he 
had  ever  taken  notice  of  this  complaint, 
was  about  fix  weeks  before,  after  riding 
hard  in  the  day,  and  dancing  all  night  ; 
that  it  was  very  fmall  at  firft,  had  increafed 
gradually,  and  now  began  to  be  very  trou» 
blefome  to  him,  either  in  riding  or  walk¬ 
ing  ;  and  that  not  only  from  its  mere 
Weight,  but  from  frequent  pain  in  it. 


I  am 
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I  am  obliged  to  acknowledge,  that  I 
was,  at  this  time,  fo  prejudiced  by  the  ge¬ 
nerally  prevailing  dodtrine,  that  a  true  fcir- 
rhus  or  cancer  never  began  in  the  epididy¬ 
mis  ;  that  I  thought,  either  that  my  pa¬ 
tient  was  deceived  himfelf,  or  had  a  mind 
to  deceive  me. 

I  therefore  gave  him  a  mercurial  pill  to 
take  every  night,  confifting  of  a  fmall  dofe 
of  calomel,  with  fome  kermes  mineral,  and 
directed  a  fmall  portion  of  ung,  mercur.  to 
be  rubbed  every  evening  into  the  fpermatic 

By  purfuing  this  method  for  about  ten 
days,  his  mouth  became  fore,  and  he  was 
much  difpleafed  thereby  ;  I  gave  him  fome 
gentle  carthatics,  but  his  fpitting  kept  at 
above  a  pint  a  day,  for  more  than  a  fortr 
night :  at  the  end  of  which  time,  the  hardr 
nefs,  as  well  as  fize,  and  inequality  of  the 
epididymis  and  vas  deferens  were  m ani¬ 
le  illy  increafed  ;  and  his  imeafinefs  in  thefe 
parts  was  greater. 

The  death  of  a  near  relation  now  called 

*  *  '  i  I i  i  ■» 

him  into  the  country,  where  he  ftaid  about 
a  month.  At  his  return,  he  fent  for  me0 
The  difeafe  was  increafed,  but  ftill  con¬ 
fined 

*•*  l  -  v 
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fined  to  the  epididymis  ;  which  was  now  in 
that  ftate,  which,  I  fuppofe,  conftituted  the 
caro  adnata  of  the  antients  :  it  was  hard, 
craggy,  painful,  and  in  fize  nearly  equal  to 
the  tefticle  itfelf ;  the  darting  pains  were 
frequent,  and  the  uneafinefs  from  its  weight 
was  conftant  and  tirefome. 

I  was  now  fatisfied  of  the  true  nature  of 
the  cafe,  and  let  drop  a  hint  of  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  removing  the  part ;  but  having  a 
very  delicate  and  timorous  man  to  deal 
with,  I  defired  him  to  take  the  opinions  of 
fome  other  gentlemen. 

He  faw  Mr.  Middleton  and  Mr.  Nourfe 
as  furgeons,  and  a  third  gentleman  as  a 
phyfician. 

The  two  former  advifed  immediate  ca- 
fixation  $  the  laft  feemed  to  wifh  him  to 
take  the  cicuta,  or  the  folanum,  medicines 

j 

then  in  faftuon.  The  thought  of  caftra- 
tion  fhocked  him  fo  much,  that  he  wil¬ 
lingly  embraced  any  hints  concerning  fpe- 
cifics. 

He  took  the  cicuta  for  more  than  two 
months,  beginning  with  a  fmall  dofe,  and 
increafing  it  gradually  to  very  large  ones. 
It  now  and  then  made  him  a  little  fick  and 
giddy  $  but  the  difeafe  increafed  under  it  fo 

ma- 
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manifeftly,  that  I  was  apprehenfive,  that 
We  were  doing  much  world,  than  merely 
lofing  time.  I  fignified  my  fufpicion,  and 
preffed  the  operation  ;  but  he  would  not 
hear  of  it. 

The  folanum  was  now  tried  under  the 
direction  of  the  doctor ;  but  it  difagreed  fo 
much,  even  in  the  fmalleil  quantity,  that 
there  was  no  poffibility  of  per lifting  in  it. 

Upon  this,  as  upon  moil  occafions  of 
this  kind, every  acquaintance  recommended 
either  a  fpecific  or  a  quack  ;  mod  of  which 
were  tried,  and  I  faw  no  more  of  my  pa** 
tient,  four  above  four  months. 

He  then  lent  for  me  again.  The  whole 
tefticle  and  fpermatic  procefs,  quite  within 
the  belly,  were  thoroughly  difeafed,  hard, 
and  knotty ;  his  pain  wTas  acute,  and  al- 
moft  conifant ;  and  his  whole  appearance 
truly  pitiable. 

He  was  much  difpleafed,  that  I,  who 
had  often  preffed  him  to  fubmit  to  the 
operation,  would  not  now  perform  it ;  but 
it  was  too  late.  In  a  few  days  after  this 
vifit,  he  applied  to  an  operator,  who  re¬ 
quired  a  very  confiderable  fee  before-hand* 
and  layed  the  whole  fpermatic  procefs 
©pen.  A  very  terrible  hemorrhage  enfued. 
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and  he  died  the  next  day  in  imexpreffible 
agony. 

I  viftted  a  patient  with  Mr.  Markland, 
whofe  firft  local  complaint  was  a  hardned, 
inlarged  epididymis,  and  vas  deferens  ;  and 
upon  whom,  the  whole  powenof  mercury, 
and  other  fuppofed  deobftruent  medicines, 
together  with  cataplafin,  fomentation,  &c. 
were  tried,  during  a  long  fpace  of  time,  in 
abfolute  confinement,  but  to  no  good  pur- 
pofe  :  the  part  became  fo  large,  fo  difeafed, 
and  fo  painful,  and  the  habit  of  the  patient 
fo  much  affected  by  it,  that  extirpation 
was  abfolutely  neceffary.  When  the  part 
was  removed,  I  examined  it  very  carefully* 
and  never  faw  a  more  true  and  perfedt  fcir- 
rhus  in  my  life.  The  epididymis  was  thrice 
theftzeit  ought  to  have  been,  its  external 
furface  was  very  unequal,  and  very  hard  f, 
and  in  the  centre  of  it  was  a  putrid  Hough, 
with  a  fmall  quantity  of  matter,  juft  as  it 
is  found  very  often  in  the  middle  of  a  fcir- 
rhous  and  cancerous  tefticle.  The  tefticie 
was  hardly,  if  at  all,  altered  from  a  natu¬ 
ral  ftate,  except  that  the  tunica  vaginalis 
was  generally  adherent  to  the  albuginea,. 
Its  internal  texture  was  foft,  and  bore  very 
little-mark  of  diftemper. 

I  have* 
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I  have,  at  this  inftant,  a  lad  in  St.-  Bar- 
tholomew’s-Hofpital,  both  whofe  tefticles' 
are  fo  truly  difeafed/  that  they  muft  of  ne- 
ceffity  be  removed.  I  have  feen  him  front 

the  firft  of  the  attack.  The  difeafe  for  fe~ 

/ 

veral  months  occupied  only  the  epididymis/ 
and  had  no  connection  with,  or  dependance 
on,  any  venereal  mifebief.  Every  thing 
that  the  art  of  furgery  could  do  (or  at  leafl 
every  thing  that  I  am  acquainted  with  in 
it)  has  been  tried,  but  without  any  effeCt ; 

and  nothing  but  the  operation  can  fave 
him, 

I  .  ,  _  »  :• 

CASE  XLIX. 

MR.  William  Sharp  defired  meto  vifit 
a  patient  with  him.  The  cafe  was 
a  feirrhous  tefticle.  It  was  large,  and  very 
hard ;  but  fmooth,  equal,  and  no  other  way 
painful*  than  from  its  weight.  There  was' 
nothing  in  the  tefticle,  which  forbad  the 
operation  ;  on  the  contrary*  it  was  in  fuch 
Rate,  as  to  promife  very  fair  for  fuccefs  / 
but  the  fpermatic  procefs,  from  the  teftis 
quite  up  to,  and  apparently  within,  the 
opening  in  the  abdominal  tendon,  was  fo 
large  and  full,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  feel 

the 
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the  veffels.  This  fulnefs,  and  increafe  of 
fize,  if  it  could  be  fuppofed  to  proceed 
from  a  difeafed  ftate  of  thefe  veffels*  and 
their  membranes,  was  fuoh  a  bar  to  caftra- 
tion,  that  no  body  could  poffibly  think  of 
it  in  fuch  circumftances  :  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  it  could  be  fuppofed  to  be  owing 
to  an  extravafated  fluid,  the  withdrawing 
fuch  fluid  might  make  a  very  material  al¬ 
teration  in  the  ftate  of  all  the  parts.  Mr. 
Sharp  faid,  that  he  had  feen  this  patient 
fome  months  before,  and  had  let  out  (as 
he  thought  from  the  tunica  vaginalis)  a 
quantity  of  water  ;  and  that  he  then  found 
the  tefticle  a  great  deal  too  large,  and  was 
very  fure,  that  he  then  diftindily  felt  the 
fpermatic  veffels.  The  tumid  procefs,  tho* 
large,  full,  and  tight,  yet  was  fmooth,  and 
equal  throughout  ;  and  I  thought,  that  I 
could  very  plainly  feel  a  fluctuation  through 
the  whole  of  it ;  that  is,  from  the  opening 
in  the  oblique  mufcle,  to  the  upper  part  of 
the  tefticle.  The  patient  was  young  and 
healthy,  the  weight  and  fize  of  the  tefticle 
very  troublefome,  and  nothing  but  this 
ftate  of  the  procefs  in  the  cafe,  to  make  it 
neceffary  to  defer  the  operation  a  moment. 
,/V  pundture  was  made  with  a  large  lancet, 

T  into 
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into  the  tumor  juft  above  the  tefticle  ;  near 
a  pint  of  clear  yellow  ferum  was  difchar-r 
ged  ;  the  fwelling  fubfided  ;  the  fpermatic 
yeflels,  which  were  in  a  found,  natural 
ftate,  became  ealily  diftinguifliable  3  the 
operation  was  immediately  performed,  and 
proved  fuccefsful. 


CASE  L. 


Poor  failor,  who  had  been  difcharged 


^  from  one  of  the  navy  Hofpitals,  apr 
plied  to  St,  Bartholomew’s. 

He  had  a  fcirrhous  tefticle,  which  was 
not  large,  but  was  as  hard  as  marble,  very 
craggy,  and  unequal,  and  attended  with 
frequent  acute  pain  :  the  procefs  alfo  was 
fo  large,  that,  upon  fuch  examination  as  I 
had  then  time  to  make,  I  told  the  man, 
that  I  did  not  conceive,  that  he  could  rer 
ceive  any  benefit,  even  from  the  operation  ; 
but  one  of  the  governors,  prevailed  on  by 
the  man’s  folicitation,  defired  that  he  might 
foe  admitted. 

The  firft  time  we  were  all  met  together, 
I  produced  this  man  for  the  general  opini¬ 
on  3  which  was,  that  if  the  increafed  fize 
gf  the  fpermatic  procefs,  was  the  effedt  of 
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a  difeafed  (late  of  the  parts  compofing  it, 
the  operation  was  improper,  as  it  would 
only  haften  the  man’s  death,  and  that  in  a 
very  painful  manner  but  if  it  could  be 
thought  to  be  owing  (as  in  the  preceding 
cafe)  to  an  extravafation  of  fluid  in  the  com¬ 
mon  membrane,  it  was  certainly  worth 
while,  to  try  what  the  difcharge  of  that 
fluid  might  produce. 

The  whole  Was  related  to  the  man  :  he 
was  informed  of  our  doubts,  of  what  we 
intended  to  do,  and  of  the  probability  that 
it  might  be  of  nd  fervice  to  him  :  a  punc¬ 
ture  was  made  in  that  part  of  the  procefs* 
where  the  fluid  was  moft  palpable ;  a  large 
quantity  of  lymph  was  difcharged,  the  tu¬ 
mor  fubfided,  the  fpermatic  veflels  became 
very  diftinguifhable,  the  operation  of  ca- 
ftration  was  immediately  performed,  and 
the  man  went  out  from  the  hofpital  welh 


CASE  LI, 


A  Poor  man  was  taken  into  St,  Barthola* 
mew’s  Hofpital,  for  a  complication  of 
complaints  but  particularly  for  a  frequent 
and  acute  pain  in  his  back  and  belly. 
When  he  had  been  there  a  day  or  two, 

he  told  the  nurfe,  that  he  had  a  complaint 

Y  2  in 
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in  his  fcrotum  y  and  the  next  day  I  was  de- 
fired  to  look  at  him. 

He  had  a  difeafed  tefticle,  of  the  fcir- 
rhous  kind,  which  was  not  very  large,  but 
was  hard  and  unequal  :  the  fpermatic  pro- 
cefs  was  not  in  a  natural  ftate,  nor  very 
much  difeafed ;  and  he  had  a  large  and 
very  troublefome  omental  hernia.  The 
man  had  alfo  a  very  morbid  afped,  had  his 
reft  frequently  difturbed  by  pain,  and  was 
near  to  fifty  years  old. 

He  was  very  folicitous  to  have  fomething 
done  for  him,  and  willing  to  fubmit  to  any 
thing  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  his  cafe  was 
fuch,  as  to  render  it  not  an  eafy  matter  to 

'  i 

determine  what  to  do. 

His  rupture  was  large,  and  very  trouble¬ 
fome  y  it  was  merely  omental,  and  could 
not  be  kept  up  a  moment,  while  he  was  in 
an  ered  pofture,  without  a  trufs  :  a  trufs 
he  could  not  wrear  to  any  good  purpofe* 
Without  the  pad  of  it  prefiing  on  the  fper- 
matic  chord,  and  aggravating  a  greater  evil 
than  his  rupture,  viz.  hi s  fcirrhous  tefti- 
cle.  The  weight  of  his  rupture,  added  to 
that  of  his  fcirrhus,  rendered  it  impoffible 
for  him  to  get  his  bread  by  labor. 
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The  only  method,  whereby  he  could  be 
made  capable  of  wearing  a  proper  bandage 
for  keeping  up  his  rupture,  or  even  of  fuf- 
fpending  it  with  eafe,  was,  by  fubmitting 
to  have  the  fcirrhous  tefticle  removed  by 
caftration  ;  and  then,  his  rupture  being 
returned,  he  might  be  enabled  to  wear  a 
trufs.  But  to  this  there  were  fome  objec¬ 
tions.  In  the  firft  place,  the  hernial  fac 
came  fo  low,  that  the  procefs  could  not  be 
tied,  or  cut  off,  without  the  fac  having 
been  firft  either  laid  open,  or  dilfedled  off 
from  it.  In  the  next  place,  I  did  not  like 
the  ftate  of  the  fpermatic  procefs,  which 
was  both  too  large  and  too  hard :  and  in 
the  third  place,  I  thought  the  general  cir- 
cumftances  of  his  morbid  appearance,  and 
bad  ftate  of  health,  were  great  objections  to 
operations  of  fuch  confequence,  as  either 
the  laying  open,  or  dilfeCting  of  the  hernial 
fajc,  from  the  fpermatic  procefs  j  or  caftra-* 
tion. 

All  this  was  related  to  the  man  in  the 
faireft  manner  poflible,  and  he  defired  to 
have  fuch,  or  any,  operation,  performed, 
which  I  fhould  think  right. 

Having  been  confined  to  his  bed,  for 
more  than  a  week  previous  to  the  opera¬ 
tion* 
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tion,  the  omentum  had  hardly  ever  been 
down  during  that  time,  and  was  now  per¬ 
fectly  up.  This,  tho*  it  might  prove  acir- 
cumftance  in  the  man’s  favour,  was  none  in 
mine  as  an  operator ;  for  the  hernial  fac  being 
empty  and  flaccid,  gave  me  thereby  more 
trouble.  The  hernia  was  of  the  congenial 
kind  and,  confequently,  when  I  had  di¬ 
vided  the  fac  to  the  bottom,  the  ftate  of  the 
fpermatic  chord  and  teflicle  was  manifeft  * 
and  I  had  only  to  pafs  my  needle  and  liga- 
ture  round  the  upper  part  of  the  former* 
without  paying  any  more,  or  particular,  re¬ 
gard  to  the  hernial  fac.  Upon  a  nearer 
view  of  the  ftate  of  the  procefs,  I  liked  it 
ftill  lefs  than  I  had  done  before  ;  but  there 
was  nothing  now  could  be  done,  but  to  go 
through  with  the  operation,  and  to  take 
the  chance  of  it.  I  did  fo  ;  the  man  bore 
it  well,  and  was  better  for  the  firft  two  or 
three  days,  than  I  could  have  expected* 
After  the  firft  week  was  paft,  I  was  daily 
furprifed  at  the  good  ftate  of  my  patient. 
He  was  ealy,  free  from  pain  or  fever,  flept 
well,  took  nourifhment ;  and  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  any  fore  to  be,  or  to  look,  better. 
At  the  end  of  three  weeks,  when  he 
was  to  all  appearance  well/  and  his  fore 

aim  oft 
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altnoft  healed,  he  was  fuddenly  feized  with 
pain  all  over  him,  and  died  on  the  fecond 
or  third  day  from  this  attack, 

I  had  him  opened.  The  portion  of 
omentum,  which  had  formed  the  hernia, 
had  an  attachment  to  the  peritoneum,  juft 
within  the  mouth  of  the  hernial  fac  ; 
which,  I  fuppofe,  was  the  reafon,  why  it 
oould  not  be  kept  up,  while  he  was  eredt. 
The  lymphatic  glands  about  the  lumbal 
vertebras  were  all  difeafed  $  the  liver  was 
fcirrhous  throughout,  and  had  a  large  col- 
Jedtion  of  matter  in  its  lower  part. 
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ACCOUNT,  &c. 

AN  Hydrocele  is  fo  irkfome  a 
difeafe  to  the  indigent  and  la¬ 
borious,  furnifhes  even  the  eafy 
and  opulent  with  fuch  difagreeable  ideas 
and  apprehenfions,  and  is  to  all  who  are 
afflidted  with  it  fo  troublefome  and  in¬ 
convenient,  that  every  rational  attempt 
toward  relieving  mankind  from  fuch  an 
evil,  will,  I  make  no  doubt,  be  favour¬ 
ably  received. 

It  is  now  fome  years  fince  I  firft  began 
to  make  particular  inquiry  into  the  nature 
of  this,  and  fome  other  difeafes  of  the 
tefticle,  and  the  ufual  methods  of  treat- 


[  2  ] 

ing  them  |  an  inquiry,  which  they  ap¬ 
peared  to  me,  for  many  reafons,  both  to 
deferve,  and  require.  The  refult  I  com¬ 
municated  to  the  public,  under  the  title 
of,  A  “  Treatife  on  the  Hydrocele,  or 
“  Watry  Rupture,  and  other  difeafes  of  , 
“  the  teflicle,  its  coats  and  veffels;”  in 
which  I  endeavoured  to  be  as  precife,  and 
&s  explicit  as  I  could. 

One  part  of  this  trail  contains  an  exa¬ 
mination  of  the  various  means,  which 
have  at  different  times,  either  accidentally 
produced  a  radical  cure,  or  have  been 
profeffedly  propofed,  and  praitifed  for 
fueh  purpofe. 

Among  other  means  ufed  to  obtain 
this  end,  I  mentioned  the  Seton ;  and 
fpake  of  it  as  that,  which  for  many 
reafons,  appeared  to  me  to  be  prefera¬ 
ble  to  all  others j  as  a  method  which  I 

had 


had  for  feme  time  pradtifed  with  great 
fuccels,  and  as  that,  which  if  nothing 
fhould  occur  to  induce  me  to  change  my 
opinion,  I  fliould  continue  to  make  ufe 
of. 

Since  that  time  I  have  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  repeating  the  experi¬ 
ment,  and  it  has  fo  conftantly,  and  uni¬ 
formly  anfwered  my  expedition,  that 
my  opinion  concerning  it  is  determined, 

r 

and  I  am  convinced,  that  it  is  the  moft 

—  T 

-  •  -  » 

fuccefsfully  efficacious  of  any. 

This  might  be  urged,  and  would  per¬ 
haps  be  admitted  as  a  good  reafon  for 
laying  my  thoughts  on  the  fubjedt  again 
before  the  public  ;  but  I  have  others 
alfo  to  plead  in  vindication  of  the  few 
following  pages. 


I 
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In  the  find  place,  I  think  that  I  have 
confiderabiy  and  materially  improved  the 
operation  and  procefs  ;  and  have  render¬ 
ed  it  left  painful,  and  more  certain. 

<  i  ' 

In  the  fecond,  I  find,  that  what  I  laid 
of  it  in  the  general  treatife,  has  not  been 

fo  clearly  and  perfectly  underfiood  as  I 

* 

could  have  wiihed  ;  and  in  confequence 
either  of  brevity  and  obfcurity  on  my 
part,  or  mifi  intelligence  on  the  part  of 
fome  of  my  readers,  my  true  meaning 

has  not  been  received,  and  I  have  been 

; 

fubjedted  to  the  frequent  interruption  of 
troublefome  correfpondences  on  the  fub- 
jedt. 

And,  in  the  third  place,  I  might  add, 
that  fome  few  gentlemen  of  confequence, 
who  have  by  this  means  been  cured,  have 
requeued  this  publication. 

A 


A  minute  account  of  the  nature  and 
circumftances  of  the  difeafe,  would  be  a 

mere  repetition  of  what  I  have  already 

♦ 

faid  at  large  in  the  book  referred  to ; 
would  be  therefore  omneceffary,  and  be- 
fide  my  prefent  purpofe ;  a  fhort  and 
curfory  one  may  perhaps  throw  juft  as 
much  light  on  the  fubjedt,  as  may  ferve 
to  render  the  defcription  of  the  opera- 
tion,  and  the  treatment  after  it*  more 
eafily  intelligible. 

The  common  bag  in  which  both  the 
tefticles  are  included,  is  called  the  Scro¬ 
tum,  and  confifts  of  epidermis,  fkin,  and 
that  loofe  cellular  membrane,  which  is 
here  called  the  Dartos ;  to  which  might 
perhaps  be  added,  the  expanded  fibres 
of  the  crem after  mufcle  on  each  fide. 
The  proper  coats  of  the  tefticle,  are, 
the  tunica  albuginea,  and  the  tunica  va¬ 
ginalis.  The  former  of  thefe  immedi¬ 
ately 


I 
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ately  invefts  the  vafcular  compages  of 
the  teftis,  and  is  that  coat  with  which  it 
is  covered  while  within  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen,  before  birth.  The  latter  is  form¬ 
ed  on  the  outlide  of  the  faid  cavity,  is  a 
procefs  of  the  peritoneum,  and  is  placed 
ready  for  the  reception  of  the  tefticle 
when  it  fhall  be  thruft  forth,  thro*  the 
groin,  into  the  ferotum.  Between  the 
vafcular  ftrudlure  of  the  tefticle,  and 
the  tunica  albuginea,  there  is  no  vacuity, 
but  the  external  furface  of  the  gland,  is 
in  every  part  firmly  adherent  to,  and 
connected  with  the  internal  one  of  the 
inverting  coat ;  the  tunica  vaginalis  forms 
a  hollow  cavity,  or  bag,  which  loofely, 
and  unconnedtedly  envelopes  the  tefticle, 
covered  by  its  albuginea. 

7’  '  N 

ft 

When  I  fay  loofely  and  unconnedted- 
ly,  I  would  wifh  to  be  underftood  aright. 
I  do  not  mean  that  the  tefticle  hangs 


in 


\ 
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in  the  middle  of  the  tunica  vaginalis, 
(like  a  clapper  within  a  bell)  and  has  no . 
connection  with  it ;  I  mean,  that  all  the 

fuperior,  anterior,  and  lateral  parts  of  the 

* 

tunica  vaginalis  are  loofe  from,  and  un¬ 
connected  with  the  tefticle,  which  is  at 
the  fame  time  firmly  united  to  its  pofte- 
rior  part,  in  fuch  manner,  that  if  the 
cavity  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  was  to  be 
diftended  with  wind,  fuch  wind  would 
occupy,  or  fill  all  the  loofe,  and  uncon¬ 
nected  part,  and  produce  a  tumefaction 
not  unlike  to  a  hydrocele,  while  the  te¬ 
fticle  would  be  found  firmly  and  im- 

fc  ■:  >  .  .f  l  ;  ’’  '•  t. 

moveably  attached  to  the  hinder  part  of 
the  faid  cavity  fo  diftended. 

To  prevent  the  accretion  of  thefe  coats 

in  thofe  parts  where  they  ought  to  be 

*  ’ 

unconnected,  and  perhaps  for  feme  other 
purpofes,  the  cavity  of  the  tunica  vagi¬ 
nalis  is  furnifhed  with  a  fine  lymph 

con- 


i 


eonftantly  exfuding  into  it;  which  lymph 
is  as  eonftantly  abforbed  by  proper  veffels; 
fo  that,  in  a  healthy  and  natural  ftate, 
there  never  is  any  more  of  this  fluid, 
within  the  bag,  at  a  time,  than  may  juft 
ferve  (beflde  what  other  purpofe  it  may 
be  intended  for)  to  keep  the  two  mem¬ 
branes  from  coming  into  immediate  dry 
contact,  and  cohefion  with  each  other. 
This  fmall  quantity  is  fufficient  to  pre- 
ferve  the  proper  and  natural  cavity  of 
the  tunic,  but  never  occafions  any  de¬ 
gree  of  intumefcence,  or  any  unnatural 

,  '  ■’ *T  i  '  •  '  '  T*  ;•  f  r  ’  •  ?  .  •  • 

or  difeafed  appearance  of  the  part. 
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A  deficiency,  or  total  failure  of  the 
fecretion  of  this  fluid,  will  be  followed 
by  a  partial,  or  total  coalefcence  of  the 
two  coats*  with  each  other ;  and  confe- 
quently  a  total  or  partial  abolition  of 
the  cavity,  a  fuper-abundance,  or  a  fe¬ 
cretion  of  more  than  the  ahforbent  veffels 


can 


I 


E  9  ] 

can  take  up,  muft,  on  the  other  hapd, 
inlarge  and  diftend,  the  faid  cavity,  by 
carrying  all  the  loofe  unconnected  part 
of  the  bag  farther  and  farther  from  the 
tefticle,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  ac-? 
cumulated.  The  former,  I  do  know,  tq 
be  fometimes,  and  I  verily  believe  moil 
frequently  is,  the  confequence  of  a  fevere 
hernia  humoralis,  as  well  as  of  other  in¬ 
flammations  of  the  tefticle.  The  latter 

among  other  difeafes  produces  the  hy- 

* 

drocele  or  watry  rupture. 

I  -  '  ( 

This  being  the  cafe,  that  is,  the  in- 
tumefcence  of  the  fcrotal  bag,  being 
caufed  by  the  gradual  accumulation  of  a 
fluid,  which  ought  to  have  been  abforbed, 
it  is  almoft  always  produced  gradually^ 
and  therefore  has,  in  moft  inftances, 
made  fome  progrefs  before  it  is  taken 

notice  of ;  efpecially  by  carelefs  and  in-? 

+  * 

attentive  people.  For  the  fame  reafon 


[  IO  ]  , 

it  will  be  found,  that  as  it  depends  upon 
the  circumftances  of  fecretion  and  ab~ 
forption,  it  will  in  different  people,  make 
quicker  or  flower  progrefs,  according  as 
the  depofition  fhall  happen  to  be  quicker 
or  flower,  and  the  abforbent  faculty, 
only  more  or  lefs  impaired,  or  totally 
obftrudted,  As  this  difeafe  is  confined 
to  the  cavity  of  the  tunica  vaginalis 
teftis,  and  as  this  bag  has  no  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  cavity  of  the  belly, 
the  tumefaction  can  never  be  leffened 
by  any  attempt  toward  reducing  or  re¬ 
turning  it  into  the  abdomen.  For  the 
fame  reafon,  it  never  is,  nor  can  be  liable 
to  any  alteration  of  fize,  or  temporary 
detention  from  the  efforts,  or  aCtions  of 
coughing,  freezing,  exp  u  111  on  of  fceces, 
&c.  For  the  fame  reafon,  (I  mean  the 
confinement  of  the  fluid  within  the  ca- 

j  ,  * 

vity  of  the  tunica  vaginalis)  the  intu- 
mefcence,  when  early  attended  to,  will 

always 
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always  be  found  in  the  lower  part,  and 
does  not  rife  above  the  upper- part  of 
the  tefiicle,  until  the  difeafe  has  made 
fome  progrefs,  and  the  quantity  is  be- 
come  confiderable ;  therefore  the  fper- 
matic  procefs,  will  always,  in  the  early 
ftage  of  this  diftemper,  be  capable  of  be¬ 
ing  felt  perfedtly  and  difti  tidily;  altho* 
when  the  tumour  has  arrived  to  any  con¬ 
fiderable  degree  of  fize,  the  fluid  does  fo 

<  i  '  ■ 

conceal  the  tefticle,  as  to  render  it  not 

>  '  *  '  -  • 

a  very  eafy  matter  to  find  it.  The  three 
laft  circumftances,  well  attended  to,  will 
always  ferve  to  diftinguifh  the  hydro- 
cele  from  the  intefiinal  hernia  or  com¬ 
mon  rupture,  at  leafl;  in  the  beginning. 
To  thefe  might  be  added,  feveral  other 
charadteriftical  marks  of  this  difiempeF; 
fuch  as,  that  being  neither  accompanied 
by,  nor  occafioning  any  inflammation,  or 
irritation,  it  never  gives  pain,  unlefs  it 
be  very  rudely  handled,  or  be  permit- 

C  2  ted 


'[  »2  ■] 

♦  ^  A 

ted  to  attain  fuch  lize  as  to  be  trouble- 
fbme  from  its  weight,  or  to  be  fubjedt 

to  excoriation  from  its  magnitude  ;  which 

♦ 

may  ferve  to  diftinguilh  it  from  the  her¬ 
nia  humoralis,  an  inflammatory,  and 
often  a  very  painful  diforder.  That  if 
the  fluid  be  thin  and  limpid,  and  the 
vaginal  coat  and  membranes  of  the  fcro- 
tum  not  thick,  the  tumour  is  often  in 
fome  degree  tranfparent  that  is,  the 
light  of  a  candle  or  lamp  may  be  feen 
through  it.  That  conftipation  of  belly 
does  not  render  it  at  all  more  tenfe,  or 
produce  any  uneafinefs  in  it  while  it 
lafts ;  neither  does  the  removal  of  fuch 
obftrudtion  or  conftipation  at  all  leflen 
its  volume,  or  make  any  alteration  in  it 
either  to  the  eye,  or  to  the  finger.  To 
all  which  ought  always  to  be  added,  the 
fludhtation  of  the  fluid. 


t  >3  ) 


The  fize  and  figure  of  the  tumour 
caufed  by  this  difeafe  are  liable  to  con- 
fiderable  variety,  dependant  upon  the 
quantity  and  confiftence  of  the  fluid 
accumulated,  the  time  fuch  accumula¬ 
tion  may  have  taken  up,  the  thicknefs* 
or  thinnefs  of  the  vaginal  bag,  and  mem- 

/ 

branes  of  the  fcrotum,  and  the  equal  or 
unequal  manner  in  which  thefe  parts 
may  have  given  way  to  the  diftention* 
Hence  the  tumour  will  be  larger  or 
fmaller,  round,  flatthh,  pyriform,  or 
globular ;  will  be  firm,  tenfe,  and  reli- 
ftent,  or  lax,  foft  and  eafily  compreflible; 

\ 

fmooth  and  regular  in  its  furface,  mak* 
ing  one  uniform  figure,  or  divided  by  a 
kind  of  depreffion  or  ftrifture,  which  will 
make  it  appear  as  if  the  water  was  in 
two  diftindt  facculi  or  bags it  will  alfo 
be  more  or  lefs  tenfe,  as  well  as  regular 
in  its  furface,  as  the  contractile  power 

of 
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of  the  fcrotum,  bv  means  of  the  ere- 
m after  mufcles,  (hall  be  more  or  lefs. 

The  qualities  of  conftftence  and  co¬ 
lour  in  the  contained  fluid  is  alfo  various : 
it  is  thin,  aqueous,  roapy,  vifeid,  lim¬ 
pid,  citrine,  greenifh,  brown,  bloody, 
clear,  or  turbid ;  from  each  of  which 
fome  fmall  differences  in  the  afpedt,  feel, 
weight,  tranfparency  or  obfeurity  of  the 
tumour  will  arife ;  but  are  of  no  con- 
fequence  with  regard  to  any  method  of 
treatment,  palliative,  or  radical. 

The  methods  of  cure  of  a  hydrocele 
are  laid  to  be  two,  one  called  the  Pal¬ 
liative,  the  other  the  Radical  ;  the  lat¬ 
ter  of  which  alone  deferves  the  name  of 

cure. 


The 
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The  former  confifts  merely  in  letting 
out  the  water  occafionally,  and  is  fo 
Ample  and  fo  trifling  an  operation,  that 
I  {hall  fay  nothing  more  of  it,  than 
that  I  think  a  fmall  trochar  a  much 

r  .  •  '*  .  y  J  f  l  V  \  .  U'Jf  •  >  ' 

preferable  inflirument  for  this  purpofe  on 
all  accounts  to  the  lancet,  or  any  other. 

The  radical  cures,  as  they  are  called, 
may  be  collected  from  the  writings  of 
feveral  of  our  predeceffors.  The  general 
means  they  made  ufe  of  were  cautery, . 
cauftic,  ligature,  and  tent.  For  the 
particulars  relative  to  each  of  thefe,  I 
muft  beg  leave  to  refer  my  reader  to 
the  writers  themfelves,  a  minute  detail 
of  them  not  being  confiftent  with  the 
plan  of  thefe  few  {beets.  But  without 
entering  into  fuch  difquifltion,  I  believe 
I  may  venture  to  fay,  that  whoever  will 
give  himfelf  this  trouble,  will  find,  that 

all 
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all  the  means  which  were  either  pro- 
feflfedlv  ufed  to  obtain  a  radical  cure,  or 
which  ultimately  and  accidentally  pro¬ 
duced  fuch  event,  were  put  in  pradtice 
for  three  general  reafons,  or  under  the 
influence  of  three  general  opinions  -y  the 
firfl;  of  which  was,  that  the  fluid  found 
in  the  fac  of  a  hydrocele  was  always 
originally  formed  in  the  cavity  of  the 
belly,  and  defcended  from  thence  into 
the  fcrotum  the  fecond,  that  it  was 
a  difeafe  of  the  habit,  as  well  as  of  the 
particular  part ;  that  is,  that  it  was  gene¬ 
ral,  as  well  as  local ;  the  third,  that 
the  colledtion  of  liquor  found  in  it,  was 

o.  t  •« 

either  the  neceflary  caufe,  or  the  con- 

/ 

fequence,  of  a  difeafed  ftate  of  the 
teftis. 

,  j  -  v  '  -  ■ . 

From  thefe  flow  the  applications  of 
cautery,  and  cauftics  to  the  groin,  and 
of  ligatures  on  the  fpermatic  procefs. 

Froiri 
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From  thefe  are  derived  all  the  cautions  to 
undertake  the  cure  guardedly,  to  conduit 
it  flowly,  and  to  attend  rigidly  to  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  general  ftate  by  cathartics,  altera¬ 
tives,  fpecifics,  iffiies,  &c.  &c.  See.  and  to 
thefe  we  owe  the  experiments  made  to 
induce  fuppuration  from  the  parts  affeited. 

Not  being  acquainted  with  the  anato¬ 
mical  ftrudture  and  difpofition  of  the 
parts  concerned  in  the  difeafe,  they  had 

very  terrible  as  well  as  very  erroneous  no- 

♦ 

tions  concerning  it.  They  fuppofed  that 
the  fluid  contained  in  the  cyft  was  thrown 
off  from  the  habit  as  a  kind  of  crifis ;  that 
the  general  conflitution  of  the  patient  was 
by  fuch  depofltion  much  relieved ;  that 
it  prevented  many  other,  and  thofe  worfe 
diforders ;  and,  either  that  a  morbid  ftate 
of  the  tefticle  and  epidydimis  concurred 
in  producing  the  fluid,  or  that  the  fame 
parts  neceflarily  became  difeafed  from  ly¬ 
ing  in  it.  They  therefore  concluded, 

D  that 
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that  although  a  radical  or  perfedt  cure 
might  be  obtained  by  certain  means,  or 
that  certain  means  having  been  found  now 

and  then  to  have  produced  fuch  event, 
they*  might  with  probability  be  expedted 
to  anfwer  fuch  purpofe,  yet  the  attempt 
ought  never  to  be  made  without  a  ftridt 
attention  to  the  general  evils  which  might 
enfue,  as  well  as  to  the  particular  ones 
proceeding  from  the  fuppofed  morbid  ftate 
of  the  parts. 

,  /  J  A 

;•  .  i  • 

> 

Inquiry  and  experiment  have  taught 
us  better,  have  given  us  truer  notions  of 
the  nature  of  the  complaint,  have  induced 
us  totally  to  lay  afide  many  of  the  means 
ufed  by  our  fore-fathers,  and  although 
we  do  ftili  in  fome  fort  continue  fome  of 
them,  yet  it  is  upon  different  principles, 
and  with  very  different  views. 

\  ,  '  c  - 
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The  noxious  quality  of  the  fluid,  the 
difeafed  ftate  of  the  parts  whence  it  pro¬ 
ceeds,  or  wherein  it  is  depofited,  the  cri¬ 
tical,  or  depuratory  nature  of  the  depofi- 
tion,  the  neceflify  of  drawing  off  the  wa- 
ter  partially  and  at  fliort  intervals,  and  the 
fear  of  curing  it  locally  left  the  general 
habit  flhould  fuffer,  are  all  now  known  to 
be  groundlefs  apprehenfions ;  and  it  being 

alfo  known  that  the  collection  of  fluid  is 

\ 

originally  made  in  the  tunica  vaginalis 
only,  and  that  it  does  not  defcend  from 
the  belly,  all  attempts  toward  preventing 
fuch  defcent  are  become  equally  abfurd. 

The  tefticle,  although  frequently  feme- 
what  inlarged  in  its  dimenfions  and  re¬ 
laxed  in  its  texture,  is  known  to  be  found, 
to  be  otherwife  unaffedted,  and  unaltered, 
and  to  be  fit  for,  and  capable  of  perform¬ 
ing  the  functions  it  was  defigned  to  exe¬ 
cute  ;  the  fluid  is  acknowledged  to  be  in- 

13  2 

■'  f  ' 


noxious 


■V 


[  20  ] 


noxious  in  its  nature,  neither  proceeding 
from  parts  in  a  difeafed  Hate,  nor  cauiing 

any  difeafe  in  the  parts  in  which  it  is  de- 

•  /  * 

pofited,  and  with  which  it  is  in  contaCt ; 
but  being  accumulated  in  confequence  of 
conftant  fecretion,  and  deficient,  or  non- 
executed  abforption,  the  intention  of  every 
rational  practitioner,  when  he  aims  at  a 
radical  cure,  is,  to  abolifh  the  cavity  of 
the  tunica  vaginalis,  and  thereby  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  future  collection. 

i  .  , 

Whatever  means  can  accomplifh  this 
end  with  the  leaf!  fatigue,  pain,  or  hazard, 
are  certainly  the  bell. 

Of  the  incifion  I  fhall  in  this  place  fay 
nothing,  except  that  it  lies  under  fo  many 
reftraints  from  a  variety  of  circumftances* 
is  io  improper  for  the  majority  of  per- 
fons  afflicted  with  the  difeafe,  and  requires 
fuch  nice  attention  and  fuch  judicious  ma¬ 
nagement,  that  it  never  can  be  recom¬ 
mended  as  fit  for  general  practice. 


i 
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The  cauflie,  upon  the  rational  principle 
of  which  I  am  now  fpeaking,  viz.  that 
of  abolifhing  the  cavity  of  the  tunica  va¬ 
ginalis,  has  been  pra&ifed  by  many,  and 
that  with  fuch  fuccefs  as  to  induce  fome 

i  * 

to  think  it  the  belt  and  moil  eligible  me¬ 
thod  :  Among  thefe  is  Mr.  Elfe,  who 
has  lately  publifhed  his  opinion  on  the 
fubjedt, 

i 

i  , 

The  introduction  of  fuppurative  medi¬ 
cines  by  means  of  a  tent,  was  praftifed 
by  fome  of  even  our  remote  predeceflbrs, 
and  as  they  tell  us  with  fuccefs,  even  in 
complicated  cafes  -y  that  is,,  in  cafes  where 
a  difeafed  flate  of  the  tefticle  has  been  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  hydrocele :  But  whoever  will 
attentively  conlider  their  accounts  of  this 
matter  will  fee,  that  this  method,  what¬ 
ever  might  be  its  accidental  confequence, 
was  not  intended  for  the  purpofe  which 
1  am  now  fpeaking  of. 


Perhaps 
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Perhaps  there  is  no  part  of  forgery1 
which  was  lefs  underftood  by  our  ances¬ 
tors,  or  concerning  which  they  exprefled 
themfelves  with  fo  little  precifion  as  the 
fubjedt  of  difeafes  of  the  tefticle :  they 
have  multiplied  and  confounded  them  in 
fuch  manner,  and  fpeak  of  them  in  fuch  a 
jargon  of  unintelligible  terms,  that  it  is 
next  to  impoffible  to  underhand  often 
what  they  really  mean. 

For  a  particular  elucidation  of  this 
febjedfe  the  chirurgic  world  are  much  ob- 
liged  to  the  late  Profeffor  Monro  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  and  Mr,  Samuel  Sharp^  late  of 
Guy’s  Hofpital,  now  of  Bath. 

'  '  "  ■  •  -  v 

The  accounts  which  many  of  the  bell 
among  the  writers  in  furgery,  even  quite 
into  our  own  time,  have  given  of  the  dif¬ 
eafes  of  thefe  parts  under  the  terms  farco- 
cele,  fungus  attached  to  the  fpermatic 

veflels,  fungus  arifing  from  the  teftis,  hy¬ 
drocele 


[  *3  ] 

drocele  and  hydro-farcocele,  are  error  itfelf  j 
and  the  operations  which  they  defcribe 
and  recommend  are  many  of  them  c@arfe, 
and  either  impradicable,  or  very  unfit  for 
practice.  But  however  from  thefe  ac¬ 
counts,  flrange  and  irrational  as  they  are, 
we  may  colled  that  they  conceived  the  dif- 
eafes  which  they  call  the  hydro-farcocele, 

and  the  caro  adnata  ad  vafa  fpermatica, 
to  be  (in  contradiftindion  from  the  farco- 

cele  and  the  fungus  fpringing  from  the 
tefticle,)  curable  difeafes,  the  one  by  extir¬ 
pation  of  the  fungus,  the  other  by  fup- 
puration. 

t 

« 

No  precife  definition  of  what  they  have 
thought  proper  to  call  the  hydro-fareocele 
has  been  given  by  them,  and  therefore  we 
have  no  better  method  of  forming  a  judg¬ 
ment  concerning  it,  than  by  confidering 
the  event  and  fuccefs  of  their  method  of 
treating  what  they  have  fo  called,  with 
what  we  know  concerning  the  ftrudure 

of 
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of  the  tefticle,  its  diforders,  the  means 
which  we  now  find  to  be  fuccefsful  in 
them,  and  the  difappointments,  and  dif- 
agreeable  circumftances  which  fometimes 
occur  in  them. 

Frabritius  ab  Aquapendente  has  been 
particular  on  what  he  calls  the  hydro- 
farcocele,  and  has  given  an  account  of  his 
method  of  curing  it ;  but  whoever  is  ac¬ 
quainted  with  difeafes  of  the  tefticle,  and 
will  compare  with  fuch  knowledge  what 
Fabritius  has  faid  concerning  his  method 
and  its  fucccfs*,  will,  I  am  inclined  to  be¬ 
lieve,  think  on  this  fubjed:  as  I  do,  which 
is,  that  the  difeafe  which  he  gives  this  hard 
complex  name  to,  is  nothing  more  than  a 

true, 

*  cc  Sicarnofa  fimul  et  aquofa  fit  hernia  ego  talem 
adhibeo  curam.  Seco  cutem  et  incifionem  facio 
<c  exiguam,  et  in  loco  potius  altiori  quam  in  fundo, 
w  inde  turunda  impofita,  cum  digeftivo  et  pus  movente 
<c  medicamento  proc£vdo,  neque  unquam  totum  pus 
<c  extr.aho,  fed  perpetuo  bonam  in.tus  relinquo,  quod 
“  fenfim  carnem  corodat  &  ita  fanat.  Fab.  ab 
v  “  Aquapendente.” 


true,  fimple  hydrocele,  in  which  the  ted  is 

is  fomewhat  inlarged  beyond  its  natural 
fize,  and  perhaps  fomewhat  relaxed  in  its 
texture,  in  confequence  of  fuch  enlarge¬ 
ment  ;  but  dill  found,  and  free  from  dif- 
eafe,  dill  fit  for,  and  capable  of  executing 
its  office. 

»  \  ^  ,  1 

That  by  his  method  he  obtained  a  radi¬ 
cal  cure  I  make  no  doubt ;  his  ‘  turunda 

'  x  ■'  W*  . 

digedivo,  et  pus  movente  medicamento 
imbuta,’  would  mod  probably  occafion  a 
doughing  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  and  con- 
fequently  an  abolition  of  the  bag  or  ca¬ 
vity  ;  but  whoever  knows  any  thing  of 
thefe  matters  mud  know,  that  a  tedicle 
really  and  truly  difeafed,  would  not  bear 
fuch  treatment ;  and  therefore  that  his 
fuccefs  was  owing  to  the  date  of  the  tedi¬ 
cle  not  being  what  he  fuppofed  it  to  be, 

*  „  1  V* 

and  what  the  term  he  makes  ufe  of  im¬ 
plies. 
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V. 


The  method  of  Fabritius  was  within  a 
few  years  part  adopted  and  praftifed  by 
Ruyfch.* 

The  means  and  conduct  were  nearly  the 
fame*  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  fuccefs 
was  equal.  But  the  fame  objection  ftill 
remained ;  which  was,  that  not  only  a 
fuppuration  was  brought  on,  but  the 
whole  tunica  vaginalis  was  fo  irritated 
and  inflamed,  that  it  neceflarily  became 
floughy,  and  was  entirely  deftroyed.  An 
objection  which  had  been  made  to  the 
method  by  cauftic,  and  which  I  miifl:  ac¬ 
knowledge, 

< 

*  Sanari  quidem  valet  id  mali  pertufo  fcroto  ope 
inftrumcnti  trochert  dicti,  vel  lanceola  phleboto- 
44  mica  ut  aqua  vulnere  exeat,  fed  cito  plerumquc 
recrudefcit  malum . 

S uautem  curationem  aggrederis  aperiendo  fcro- 
turn  a  parte  fuperiori,  ad  latus,  tutnque  vulnus 
turunda  oblonga,  unguento  rofaceo  mei curio  prae- 
“  cipitato  rubro  inundto  oppleveris  donee  lenis  in- 
flammatio,eique  fuccedens  fuppuratip  parva,  mem- 
branules  flillantes  putrefeerit  tuneque  eas  tenaculo 
64  eduxeris,  &c.  Ruysch. 
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knowledge,  is,  in  my  opinion,  an  objec¬ 
tion  to  it  ftill. 

The  late  profelTor  Monro,  whofe  ob- 
fervations  on  the  difeafes  of  the  tefticle 
are  very  pertinent  and  very  ingenious, 
feemed  to  think  that  it  was  by  no  means 
impracticable,  by  means  of  a  flight  degree 
of  irritation,  to  excite  fuch  an  inflam¬ 
mation  both  in  the  tunica  vaginalis  and  al¬ 
buginea,  as  might  occafion  a  coalefcence 
of  them  with  each  other,  and  thereby 
anfwer  the  end  of  abolifhing  the  cavity 
without  deftroying  any  part  of  either 
tunic. 

s'  f 

I  made  the  experiment  propofed  by  him, 
and  found  it  fometimes  fuccefsful,  ne¬ 
ver  hazardous,  or  prejudicial,  but  by  no 
means  certainly  efficacious,  or  to  be  de¬ 
pended  upon.  The  cannula  by  its  hard- 
nefs  and  refiftance  was  a  very  unpleafant 
gueft  within  the  vaginal  coat,  and  from. 

E  2  '  •*  its 
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its  inflexibility,  upon  any  unguarded  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  patient,  injured  the  tefticle  and 
gave  very  acute  pain  ;  and  the  tent  and 
bougie,  which  I  occafionally  fubftituted 
in  its  place,  although  they  did  not  give  fo 
much  pain,  were  liable  to  a  confiderable 
degree  of  uncertainty. 

» 

Uncertainty  and  hazard  are  certainly 
very  different  things,  and  the  latter  much 

preferable  to  the  former  ;  not  to  have 

injured  a  man  by  an  experiment,  affords 

✓  ,  _  ■ 

fome  degree  of  confolation  under  a  difap- 
pointment,  but  yet  when  it  is  confidered, 
that  an  operation  and  procefs  of  this  kind 
is  fubmitted  to  from  choice  and  not  from 
neceffity,  if  it  fails  of  fuccefs,  although 
no  real  harm  be  done  either  to  the  part,  or 
to  the  conflitution  of  the  patient,  both 
the  lofs  of  time  and  the  confinement  will 
become  doubly  irkfome,  as  they  will  be 
found  not  only  not  to  have  anfwered  the 
end  propofed,  but  not  to  have  brought 

i  £ 
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the  patient  at  all  nearer  to  a  cure  than  he 
was  before  the  attempts.  The  reflexion  is 
unpleafant  to  both  parties.  <■ 


Being,  from  the  effedts  both  of  the  ca- 
nula  and  tent,  fatisfied  that  there  was  no 

kind  of  hazard  in  the  introduction  of  a  fo- 

» 

reign  body  into  the  cavity  of  the  tunica 
vaginalis,  nor  from  its  remaining  there ; 
and  having  many  opportunities  of  meeting 
with  thisdifeafe  in  St.  Bartholomew’s,  I  de- 
term  hied  to  try  what  a  feton  would  do  to¬ 
ward  raifing  fuch  a  degree  of  inflamma¬ 
tion  as  might  occafion  a  coalition  of  the 
two  membranes,  and  effedt  the  purpofe 
propofed  by  ProfelTor  Monro*.  The  fuc- 

cefs  fully  anfwered  my  expectation. 

In 

*  His  words  are,  tc  Confidering  how  readily  con - 
ft  tiguous  inflamed  parts  grow  together,  and  how 
“  many  inftances  there  are  of  people  having  a  radi- 
“  cal  care  made  of  this  hydrocele  by  inflammations 
<c  coming  on  the  part,  it. would  feem  no  unreafonable 
-  practice  to  endeavour  a  concretion  of  the  two  coats 

44  of 
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In  my  general  treatife  on  the  difeaies 
of  the  tefticle,  I  mentioned  and  recom¬ 
mended  it,  but  as  I  could  not  be  certain 
what  a  greater  length  of  time  might 
produce  to  make  me  change  my  opinion, 

I  mentioned  it  with  fome  degree  of  cau¬ 
tion* 

Since  that  time  I  have  embraced 
every  opportunity,  both  in  the  hofpital 
and  out,  of  practicing  it,  and  that  under 

,  fome 

of  the  tefticle  when  they  are  brought  contiguous, 
after  letting  out  the  water  through  the  cannula  of  a 
st  trochar,  by  artfully  raifing  a  fufRcient  degree  of 
inflammation. 

This  to  be  fure  muft  be  done  cautioufly,  and  fo 
4£  that  the  furgeon  can  reafonably  expedt  to  be  maf- 
4£  ter  of  the  inflammation,  and  therefore  the  applica- 
<u  tion  of  all  irritating  medicines,  the  operation  of 
4C  which  he  could  not  immediately  flop,  or  any  fin- 
gle  mechanical  effort  the  effedt  of  which  he  could 
not  be  fure  of,  are  not  to  be  employed. 

ic  Suppofe  the  canula  of  the  trochar  was  to  be  left, 
by  the  extremity  of  it  rubbing  again#  the  tefticle 
44  an  inflammation  might  be  artfully  raifed,  the  caufe 
of  which  might  be  taken  away  as  foon  as  the  fur- 
44  geon  thought  fit.  Medical  EJJap . 
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feme  improvements ;  and  as  I  can  now 
ipeak  pofitively  to  its  fuccefs,  I  thought 
it  right  to  give  it  to  the  publick,  who 
are  always  intituled  to  every  benefit  ari~ 
fing  from  the  labours  of  every  man  whom 
they  have  honoured  with  any  degree  of 
confidence,  and  this  as  well  on  a  principle 

of  humanity  as  of  gratitude, 

* 

\ 

What  I  have  faid  of  it  in  the  general 
treatife  is  in  the  following  words,  p.  176, 
ts  The  point  to  be  aimed  at,  is  to  excite 
€S  fuch  a  degree  of  inflammation  both,  in 
**  the  tunica  vaginalis  and  tunica  albugi- 
“  nea,  as  fhall  occafion  a  general  and  per- 
“  fedt  cohefion  between  them  ;  and  this, 
iC  if  poffible,  without  the  production  of 
“  flough  or  abfcefs ;  without  the  hazard 
“  of  gangrene,  and  without  that  degree  of 
“  fymptomatic  fever  which  nowand  then 
“  attend  both  the  cauftic  and  the  inci- 
€‘  fion  ;  and  which,  when  they  do  hap- 

u  pen. 
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44  pen,  are  fo  alarming  both  to  patient  and 
44  furgeon. 

.  . 

44  Thefe  ends  I  have  frequently  ob~ 
44  tained  by  the  ule  of  a  feton. 

44  It  is  a  method  of  cure  mentioned  by 
44  Aquapendens  from  Guido,  and  others 
44  before  him,  though  their  procefs  was 
44  fomewhat  different  from  mine.  I  have 
44  fever al  times  tried  it  on  fubjedts  of  very 
44  different  ages,  fome  of  them  more  than 
44  fifty  years  old.  It  requires  confine- 

44  ment  to  bed  only  for  a  few  days,  after 

#» 

44  which  the  patient  may  lye  upon  a 
44  couch  to  the  end  of  the  attendance, 
44  which  is  generally  finifhed  in  about 
44  three  weeks  ora  month  at  far  theft,  and 
44  during  all  that  time  no  other  procefs  or 

44  regimen  is  neceffary,  than  what  an  in- 
44  flammation  of  the  fame  part  from  any 
44  other  caufe,  (for  example  a  hernia  hu- 
C4  moralis)  would  require. 

“  The 
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iC  The  manner  of  performing  it  is  as 

follows.  Choofe  a  time  when  the 

vaginal  coat  is  moderately  diftended, 

*  •  \ 
“  and  having  pierced  it  with  a  trochar3 

“  of  tolerable  fize,  draw  off  the  watery 

when  that  is  done,  introduce  into  the 

“  cannula  a  probe  armed  with  a  feton 

r 

<c  confifting  of  ten  or  twelve  firings  of 
€C  candle-wick  cotton  ;  pafs  the  probe  as 
“  high  to  the  upper  part  of  the  vaginal 
“  coat  as  you  can,  and  on  the  end  of 
“  that  probe  make  an  incifion  of  fuch 
(t  fize  as  to  enable  you  to  pull  it  out 
“  eafily,  together  with  a  part  of  its  an*' 
“  nexed  feton  j  then  cut  off  the  probe, 
cc  and  tie  the  cotton  very  loofely,  co- 
“  vering  the  orifices  with  pledgets.  By 
“  the  next  day  the  feton  will  be  found 
to  have  contracted  fuch  an  adhefion  to 
iC  the  tunica  albucrinea  as  wrould  caufe  a 

o 

“  great  deal  of  pain  to  detach  ;  but  this 
it  is  perfectly  unneceffary  to  do,  and  it 

F  “  ihould 


t 
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ts  Should  be  fuffered  to  remain  without 
S(  moleftation.  In  about  forty-eight  hours 
§e  the  fcrotum  and  teflicle  begin  to  fwell 
“  and  inflame ;  the  patient  fhould  then 
*c  lofe  fome  blood,  and  have  a  ftool  or 
“  two,  and  the  whole  tumefied  part 
“  fhould  be  wrapped  in  a  foft  poultice, 
“  and  fufpended  in  a  bag-trufs.  The 

“  difeafe  from  this  time  bears  the  ap- 

✓ 

pearance  of  a  large  hernia  humoralis, 
and  mud  be  treated  in  the  fame  man- 
ner,  by  fomentation,  cataplafm,  &c. 

“  The  adhefion  of  the  feton  to  the 
“  albuginea  generally  continues  firm,  and 
“  I  never  meddle  with,  or  move  it,  till  it 
“  becomes  perfectly  loofe,  which  it  feldom 
€t  does  for  the  firft  fortnight,  or  until  the 
“  inflammation  is  going  and  the  tumor 
fubfiding.  By  the  time  the  feton  be- 
comes  loofe,  the  coalition  of  parts  is 
“  univerfally  and  firmly  accomplifhed.  I 

“  then 


/ 
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tf<r  then  withdraw  it,  and  heal  the  orifices 
*c  with  a  fuperficial  pledgit,  &c.” 

This  method  was,  as  I  faid  in,  general 
very  fuccefsful ;  but  repeated  trials  fur- 
nifhed  me  with  objections  to  fome  parts 
of  it,  and  induced  me  to  think  that  fuch 
parts  might  be  amended. 

I  found  that  cutting  upon  the  end  of 
the  probe  was  troublefome,  both  from 
its  fmalnefs  and  from  its  flexibility,  and 
alfo  that  it  was  fometimes  difficult  to  keep 
it  fteady,  for  the  fame  reafons,  and  that 
it  always  required  the  affiftance  of  ano¬ 
ther  perfon’s  hand  bolides  that  of  the 
operator :  a  circumftance  one  would  al¬ 
ways  wiffi  to  avoid  when  poffible.  I 
found  alfo  fometimes  that  the  fe ton  of 
candle-wick  cotton  did  not  pafs  fo  eafily  as 
I  could  wiffi,  and  by  rubbing  the  tunica 
albuginea  too  rudely  gave  more  pain  than 
I  liked.  The  feton  as  made  of  cotton 

F  2  adhered 


I 
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adhered  in  fdme  inftanqes  too  long  and 
too  firmly.  From  the  intimate  connect 
tion  of  the  parts  of  the  wet  cotton  with 
each  other,  it  could  never  be  brought 
away  but  entire,  which  in  feme  cafes  oc- 
cafioped  an  unnecefiary  wafte  of  time, 
And,  what  was  ftill  worfe,  in  two  in¬ 
stances  it  adhered  fo  firmly,  that  I  was 
obliged  to  make  a  final]  incifion  to  get  it 
away  at  alb 

All  thefe  inconveniences  and  objections 
I  have  now  obviated  and  removed? 

The  inftruments  X  now  make  ufe  of  are 
in  the  annexed  plate,  and  are, 

1  4 

A  trochar,  the  diameter  of  whofe  can¬ 
nula  is  very  nearly,  but  not  quite,  one 
fourth  of  aq  inch?  Another  cannula, 
which.!  call  the  fetonrcannula,  which  is 
piade  of  filver,  aqd  is  of  fuch  diameter 
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as  juft  eafily  to  pafs  through  the  cannula 
of  the  trochar,  its  length  five  inches,  and 
a  probe  of  fix  inches  one-half  long,  hav¬ 
ing  at  one  extremity  a  fine  fteel  trochar 
point,  and  at  the  other  an  eye  which  car¬ 
ries  the  feton  y  which  feton  confifts  of 
juft  fo  much  ftrong,  coarfe,  white,  fewing 
filk  as  will  without  difficulty  pafs  through 
the  latter  cannula,  but  at  the  fame  time 
will  fill  it. 

With  the  trochar  the  inferior  and  an- 

© 

terior  part  of  the  tumor  is  to  be  pierced, 
as  in  common  palliative  tapping  :  as  foon 
as  the  water  is  difcharged,  and  the  perfo¬ 
rator  withdrawn,  the  feton-cannula  is 
to  be  paffed  through  that  of  the  tro¬ 
char,  until  it  reaches  the  upper  part  of 
the  tunica  vaginalis/ and  is  to  be  felt  in 
the  very  upper  part  of  the  fcrotum.  This 
done,  the  probe  armed  with  its  feton  is 
to  be  conveyed  through  the  latter  can¬ 
nula,  the  vaginal  coat  and  integuments 

to 


) 
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to  be  pierced  by  its  point,  and  the  feton 
to  be  drawn  through  the  cannula*  until 
a  fufficient  quantity  is  brought  out  by  the 
tipper  orifice.  The  two  cannulse  are 
then  to  be  withdrawn,  and  the  operation 
is  finiflied.  It  is  executed  in  two  or 
three  feconds  of  time,  and  with  little 
more  pain  than  is  felt  in  common  tap¬ 
ping. 

,  /  '  / 

By  this  method,  every  advantage  which 
attended  the  former  operation  is  obtained, 
and  every  inconvenience  which  it  was  lia¬ 
ble  to,  is  obviated  and  provided  againft. 

The  feton-cannula  by  its  firmnefs  bears 

t 

tight  againft  the  place  where  the  feton 
fhould  be  brought  out,  the  trochar-point 

Of  the  probe  is  kept  from  deviating  by 
its  confinement,  and  its  point  pierces 
through  the  {kin  immediately,  and  ex¬ 
actly  in  the  place  intended,  while  the  fe¬ 
ton  by  pafling  through  the  cannula  is 
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prevented  from  rubbing  rudely  over  the 
tefticle. 

* 

As  foon  as  the  operation  is  finiihed  I 
put  the  patient  into  bed,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  give  him  twenty  or  twenty-five 
drops  of  tindlura  thebaica,  which  I  re¬ 
peat  or  not,  pro  ne  nata. 

I  V 

About  the  third  day  the  tefticle  and 
fcrotum  begin  to  inflame  and  fwell,  and 
to  put  on  the  appearance  of  a  hernia  hu¬ 
moral  is,  or  the  fwelled  tefticle  which 

f  ■ 

now  and  then  attends  a  clap ;  and  re¬ 
quires  the  fame  and  no  other  kind  of 
treatment  $  that  is,  fomentation,  poultice, 
a  fufpenfory  bag,  a  cool  temperate  regi¬ 
men,  and  an  open  belly. 

By  thefe  means  the  inflammation  is 
foon  and  eafily  appeafed.  As  foon  as  this 
end  is  accomplifhed,  I  permit  the  patient 
to  get  out  of  bed  and  lie  on  a  couch,  or 

fit 
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fit  In  a  great  chair  with  his  legs  up,  and  I 
generally  give  the  cortex  in  fome  form  or 
other  twice  or  thrice  a  day. 

The  forenefs  and  tumefaction  now  di- 
minifh  apace,  and  as  foon  as  the  parts  are 

,  ,  i 

quite  eafy,  which  is  generally  about  the 
tenth  or  twelfth  day,  I  begin  to  withdraw 
the  feton,  taking  out,  four,  five,  fix,  or 
feven  threads  of  it  at  each  drefiing,  which 
drefling  confifts  of  nothing  more  than  a 
fuperficial  pledget  upon  each  of  the  ori¬ 
fices  while  they  continue  open,  and  a 
difcutient  cerate  (fuch  as  the  ceratum 
faturnin.)-  to  cover  the  fcrotum. 

/ 

The  difcharge  of  matter  from  the  ori¬ 
fices,  is  fmall  and  trifling,  no  more  than 
might  be  expected ;  the  tunica  Vaginalis 
does  not  become  doughy,  but  is  preferv- 
ed  intire,  and  the  cure  is  accompli  filed, 
merely  by  the  coalefcence  or  cohefion  of 
the  tunica  vaginalis,  with  the  tunica  al¬ 
buginea. 
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buginea.  An  event,  which  from  what 
lias  fallen  within  rny  obfervation,  I  am 
inclined  to  believe,  is  moft  frequently  the 
confequence  of  a  fevere  hernia  humoralis. 


In  this  circumftance,  viz.  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  the  cure,  by  adhefion  of 
the  two  coats  together,  without  any  de- 
ftrudtion  of  parts,  eonfifts  the  material 

difference  between  the  method  of  cure 

'  "  *  »  ' 

by  feton,  apd  that  by  cauftic. 


All  the  practitioners  who  make  ufe  of 
the  latter  allow,  that  it  produces  a  flough 
of  the  whole  tunica  vaginalis,  that  it  de¬ 
ft  roys  the  whole  bag  or  cyft,  and  that  it 
is  ufed  with  intention  fo  to  do. 

\  %  ,  i 

In  the  cure  hy  feton  no  Hough  is  pro- 
duced,  (at  leaft  I  have  never  feen  one) 
nor  is  the  vaginal  coat  deftroyed  in  any 
part  of  it ;  a  firm  cohefion  is  made  be¬ 
tween  the  two  membranes  occafioned  by 


i 
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the  inflammation;  and  the  cure  is  effected 
iblely  thereby. 


I  (hall  always  m-oft  gladly  embrace  any 
opportunity  to  improve  fe  noble  and  fo 
really  efefol  an  art  as  forgery ;  but,  at 
the  fame  time,  fhpuld  be  very  ferry  to 
haw  it  feppofed,  that  any  partiality  to  my 
owe  opinion  would  make  me  mifrepre- 
feat,  or  deviate  from  truth. 


Since  this  pamphlet  firft  appeared,  Mr. 
Else  has  publiflied  a  feeo-nd  edition  of 
his  account  of  the  cure  by  cauftic. 

% 

In  this  he  has  recited  two  attempts  by 
the  feton,  which  were  under  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Martin,  la  St.  Thomas’s  hofpital. 

I  make  no  doubt  that  the  circuna  fiances 
-  were  .as  Mr.  Else  has  related  them  j  but 
I  oiaft  take  the  liberty  of  faying,  that 
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although  I  have  pradtifed  the  method  of 
cure  by  felon,  on  a  very  eon  Adorable 
number  of  people,  both  in  the  hofpital  of 
St-  Bartholomew,  and  cot  of  it,  of  all 
ages,  and  in  all  circumftances,  I  have 
never  yet  met,  with  that  trouble,  or  thole 
difagreeable  iymptoms  which  Mr-  Else 
has  related  as  happening  to  Mr-  Mar¬ 
tin's  two  patients  %  on  the  contrary,  I  am, 
from  very  frequently  repeated  experience, 
convinced,  that  the  cure  by  the  fetan  is 
by  much  the  lead:  hazardous,  painful,  or 
fatiguing,  as  well  as  the  mod  expeditious 
and  certain  of  any  yet  propoied. 
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